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Cliarlet V. 



BOOK 1. . 

CH A R L E S V. was born at Ghent on Book t. 
the twenty-fourth day of February, in BirtTCT 
, the year one thoufand five hundred. His 
father, Philip the Handfome, Archduke of 
Auftria, was the fpn of the Emperor Maximilian, 
and of Mary, the only child of Charles the Bold, 
the laft prince of the houfe of Burgundy. His 
mother, Joanna, was the Tecond daughter of 
Ferdinand and " Ifabella, king' and queen of 
Caftile and Aragqn. 



A LONG train of. fortunate events had opened His domi. 
the way for this young prince to the inheritance ^ecvenu 

VoulL B ofj^ta,^ 
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Book I. of more cxtcnfivc dominions, than any European 
monarch, fince Charlemagne, hadpoffeffed. Each 
of h^ anceftors had acquired kingdoms or pro- 
vinces, towards which their profpeft' of fuc- 
ceflion was extrcn^cly remote. The rich pof- 
feffions of Mary of Burgundy were deftined for 
'another family, fhe having been contrafted by 
Mc/fathcr to the only fon of Louis XL of 
France } but that capricious monarch, indul- 
gjng his hatred to her family, chofe rather to 
'^i^^^B^^ of part of her territories by force, than 
^tjo fecure the whole by marriage ; and by this 
mifconduft, fatal to his pofterity, threw all the 
Netherlands and Franche Comte into the hands 
of a rival Ifabella, the daughter of John II. 
of Caftile, far from .having any profped of that 
noble inheritance which fhe tranfmitted to her 
grandfon, pafled the eirly part of her life m 
obfcurity and indigence. But the Cafttliaiu^ 
exafperated againft her brother Henry IV. an 
ill-advifed and vicious prince, publickly charged 
him with impotence, and his Q^n with aduU 
tery. Upon his demife, rejefting Joanna, 
whom the King had uniformly, and even on 
his death-bed, owned to be his lawful daughter, 
and whom an aflembly of the' ftates bad ac- 
knowledged to be the heir of his kingdom, they 
obliged her to retire into Portugal, and plaeed 
ffebella on the throne of Caftile. Ferdinand 
owed the crown of .Aragon to -the unexpedtcd 

death 



EMPEROR CHARLES V, ' $ 

desth of his elder bmtber, and acquired the ffoos I. 
Jcingdoms of Naples and Sicily by violating the ^ 
£dch of treaties, ami difregarding the ties of 
blood To all thefe kingdoms, Chriftopber 
Columbus, by an effbrt of genius and of intre- 
pidity, the bokieft and raoft^ucccfsful that is 
recorded in the annals of mankind, added a new 
world, the wealth of which was one confider- 
^le Source of th^ power aad grandeur of the 
Spaniih monarchs. 

Don JtoN, the only fon of Ferdinand and Jl^i'^'tii 
!febella» and their eldeft daughter, the Queen J^^jj^^^^jfij 
of Portugal, being cut off in the flower of spaw. ' 
ycfutjii, aH their liopcs centered in Joanna and 
ber pofterity, But^as her huiband, the Arch- 
duke, w^ a ftratiger to che Spaniards, it was 
thought expedient to inviif hrm into Spain, that 
by redding aniong them, be n^ght accuftom 
hirtxfelf to therr laws and manners ; and it was 
expc^ed chat the Cortes, or aflembly of dates, 
whofe a(Uthority was then fo ^eat in Spain* that 
no title to the cfown was reckoned valid unlefs 
k received their fanftion, would acknowledge 
bis right of fucceflion, together with that of the 
Infanta, his Wife* "Philip, and Joanna, pafllng 
through France in their way to Spain, were 
entertained in that kingdom with the utmoll 
magnificence. The Archduk^ did homage to 
L.ouis XIL for the earldom of Flanders, and 

B 2 took 
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took fais feat as a peer of the realm in the paN 
liamerit of Paris. They were received in Spain 
with every mark of honour that the parental 
-affedbion of Ferdinand and* Ifabdla, or the 
rcfpeifl'Of their fubjedb, could devife ; and their 
title to the crown was foon after acknowledged 
by the Cortes of both kingdoms. 



. Ferdinand 
jealous of 
Hhilip*t 
power. 



* But amidfl: thefe outward appearances of fa* 
tisfaftion and joy, fome fccret uneafincfs preyed 
upon the mind of each of thefe princes. The 
ftately and referved ceremoniat of the Spanifli 
court, was fo burdcnfome to Philip, a prince 
young, gay, affable, fond of fociety and of 
pteafure, that he foon began to exprefs a defir^ 
of returning to his native country, the manners 
of which were more fuited to his temper, Fer- 
dinand, obferving the declining health of his 
Qiieen, with whofe life his right to the govern- 
meht of Caftilemuft ceafe, eafily forefaw, that 
a prince ©f Philip's difpofition, and who already 
difcovercd an extreme' impatience to reign, 
would never confent to his retaining any degree 
of authority in that kingdom ; and the profpcft 
of this diminution of his power, awakened the 
]$:aloufy of that ambitious monarch. 



ifabc'.ia'i Isab£lla beheld, with the fentiments natural 

wijh refpea ^^ ^ mothcr, the indifference and negledt with 
tohirnand ^hich thc Archdukc trcatcd her daughter, who 



her diugh- 
tcr. 



was 



EMPEROR CHARLES V. 

was deftitute of thofe beauties of pcrfon, as well 
^s thofe accompliftiments of mind, which fix 
the afFeflions of an hulband. Her undcrftand- 
ing, always weak, was often difordered. She 
doated on Philip with fuch an excefs of childifh 
and indifcreet fondnefs, as excited difguft rather 
than afFedion. Her jealoufy, for which her 
hufband's behaviour gave her too much caufe, 
was proportioned to her love, and often broke 
out in the moft extravagant aftions. Ifabellaj 
though fenfible of her defefts, could nothelp 
pitying her' condition, which was foon rendered 
altogether'deplorable, by the Archduke's abrupt 
refolution of fetting out in the middle of Hvinter 
for Flanders, and of leaving her in Spain. Ifa- 
bella intreated him not to abandon his wife to 
grief and melancholy, which might prove fatal 
to her, as fhewas near the time of her delivery: 
Joanna conjured him to put off his journey for 
three days only, that (he might have the plea- 
fure of celebrating the feftival of Chriftmas in 
his company. Ferdinand, after reprefenting the 
imprudence of his leaving Spain, before he had 
time to become acquainted with the genius, or 
to gain the affeftions of the people who were 
one day to be his fubjefts, befought him; at 
leaft, not to pafs through France, with which 
kingdom he was then at open war. Philip, 
without, regarding either the dilates of hu- 
manity, or the maxims of prudence, perfifted 
B 3 in 
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Book 1. in his purpofe, and on the twcrvty-fecond of 
December fet out for the Low Countries^ by 
the way of France *• 



Diforder of 
Joanna* I 
mind. 
Birth of 
Ferdinandy 
afterwards 
. Xmpetor. 



1540. 



Fr6m the moment of bis departure, Joanna 
funk into a deep and fuUcn melancholy ^ and 
while ihe was in that fituation bore Ferdinand 
her.fecond fon, for whom the power of his 
brother Charles afterwards procured the king* 
doms of Hungary and Bohemia, and to whom 
he at laft tranfmitted the Imperial fceptr^ 
Joanna was the only perfon in Spain who difi^ 
covered no joy at the birth of this prince. In^t 
fenfible to that, as well as to every other plear 
fure, (be was wholly occupied with the thoughts 
of returning to her huiband^ nof did (he, in 
any degree, recover tranquillity of mind, lintil 
ihe arrived at Bruflels next year S 

Philip, in paOing through France, had an 
interview- with Louis XII. and figned a treaty 
with him, by which he hoped that all the dif^ 
ferenccs between France and Spain would have 
been finally terminated. But Ferdinand, whofe 
affairs, at that time, were extremely profperous 
iq Italy, where the fuperior genius of GonfalvQ 

* Petri Martyris Aaglerli Epidolz, 250« 253* 
*» Id. Epift. 255. 

« Mariana, lib. 27* c. it. 14. Fbchier Vic de Ximeii. 
I. 191. '•■ ■ ' '' - 

dc 
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de Cordova, the great captain, triumphed on Book h 
cyery occafion over the arms of France, did not ^'"'^''^^ 
pay the leaft regard to what his ion in-law had 
concluded, and carried on hoftilicies with greater . 
ardour than erer. 

From this time Philip fecms not to hiave taken 5?*,^ ^ 

* . IfabcJla, 

any part in the affairs of Spain, waiting in quiet 
till the death either of Ferdinand or of Ifabeila 
0uiuld open the way to one of their thrones. 
The latter of thefc events was not far diftant. 
The untimely death of her children had made 
a deep imprelllon on the mind of Ifabella, and 
as (he could deriire but little confolation for the 
lodes which flie had fuftained either from her 
daughter Joanna, whofe infirmities daily in- 
creafed, or from her Ibn-inlaw, who no longer 
preferred even the appearance of a decent re- 
fpc£k towards that unhappy princefs, her fpirits 
and health began gradually to decline, and after 
langui(hing fome months, (he died at Medina del 
Campo on |he twenty-fixth of November, one 
thoufand five hundred and four. She was no kfs 
eminent for virtue, than for wifdom \ and whe- 
ther we confider her behaviour as a qtieen, as a 
wife, or as a nfiother, flie is juftly entitled to the 
high encomiums bellowed on her by the Sp^nifh 
hiftorians^ 

* P. Mart. Ep. i?79. 
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Book L --^^A FEW weeks before her death, (he made her 
Her will, lafl: will, and being fenfible of Joanna's inca- 
ft^dinllTcf pacity to affume the reins of government into^ 
ctmic^^ her own hands, and having no incUnation to 
commit them to Philip, with whofe condud (he 
was extreniely diflatisfied, (he appointed Ferdi- 
nand regent or adminiftrator of the affairs of 
Caftile until her grandfon Charles (hould attain 
the age of twenty. She bequeathed to Ferdi- 
• yiand likewife one half of the revenues which 
fliould arife from, the Indies, together with the 
^rand mafterlhips of the three military orders ; 
dignities, which rendered the perfonwhopofleffed 
them almoft independent, and which Ifabella 
had, for that reafon, annexed iio the crown % 
But before (he figned a deed fo favourable to 
Ferdinand, fhe obliged him to fwear that he 
yrould not, by a fecond, marriage, or by any 
X other means, endeavour to deprive Joanna or 
her'pofterity of their right of fueceffion to any 
of his kingdorns ^ 

' Immediately upon the queen's death,^^ Fer- 
dinand refigned the title of king of Caftile, and 
commanded Joanna and Philip to be pubjickly 
proclaimed the fovereigns of that kingdom. 
Put, at the fame time, he affumed the charadler 

f P, Martyr. Ep. 277. Mar. Hift. lib. 28. c. ^i i. Fe^f 
ypras Hift. Gcner. d'Efpa^ne, torn. viii. 263, 
^l^artHiilJib. 28.C. 14. 

i of 
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of Regent, in confequence of Ifabclla*s tcfta- Book L 
ment, and not long after he prevailed on the Ferdinajid 
Cortes ot Caftile to acknowledge his right to ledgedllre- 
that office. This, however, he did not procure. |f^"J^^3^*^ 
without difficulty, nor without difcovering fuch ^Z^^^. 
(ymptoms of alienation and difguft among the J'*"* <J»f- 
Caftiiians as filled him with great uncafinefs. 
The union of Caflile and Aragon, for almoft 
thirty years, had not fo entirely extirpated the 
ancient and hereditary enmity which fubfifted 
between the natives of thefe kingdom^, that the 
Caftilian pride could fubmit, without murmur- 
ing, to the government of a king of Aragon; 
Ferdinand's own character, with which the 
Caftilians were well acquainted, was far from 
rendering his authority defirable, Sufpicious, 
difcerni^g, fevere, and parfimonious, he was 
accuftomed to obferve the moft minute adions 
of his fubjedis with a jealous attention, and to 
reward' their , higheft fervices with little libe- 
rality ; and they were now deprived of Ifabella, 
whofe gentle qualities, and partiality to her 
Caftilian fubjefts, often tempered his auflcrity, 
or rendered it tolerable. The maxims of his 
government were efpecially odious to the Gran- 
dees ; for that artful prince, fenfible of the dan- 
gerous privileges conferred upon them by the 
Feudal inftitutions, had endeavoured to curb 
their exorbitant power ^, by extending the rqyal 

c Marian, lib, 28. €• iz, 

jurifdiftion, 
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Book I. jurilcii&ion) by protedtiig their injured vaflals^ 
^^^'^^ ' by increafing the immqhitics of cities^ and by 
other meafures equally prudent. From all thefc 
caufes, a formidable party among the Caftiliana 
united againft Ferdinand^ and chough the per- 
fims who compofed it, had not hitherto taken 
any publick ftep in oppofition to him, hepktn- 
ly faw that upon the leaft encouragement from 
their new king they would proceed to the woR, 
violent extremities, 

pkii?i»eii. There wai no left agitation in the Nether- 

tfeavoiirs to » 7* 

obtain the jands upon receiving the accounts of Ifabella's 
€i caftik. death, and of Ferdinand's having aflumed the 
government of Caftile. Philip was not of a 
temper tamely to fufler himfelf to be fupplanted 
by the iHinatural ambition of bis father*in-law« 
If Joanna's infirmities, and the non-age of Charles 
rendered them incapable of government, he, as^ 
a hufband, was the proper guardian of his wife, 
and as a father, the natural tutor of his fon. 
Nor was it fufficient to oppofe to thefc juft 
rights, and to the inclination of the people of 
Caftile, the authority of a teftament, the ge- 
nuinenefs of which was perhaps doubtful, and 
its contents certainly iniquitous. A keener edge 
was added to Philip's refentment, and new vi- 
gour infufed into his councils by the arrival of 
Don John Manuel. He was Ferdinand's am- ^ 
^ baffador at the Imperial court, but upon the 

firft 
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firft notice of Ifabella^s death repaired to Bruf- Book f. 
fels, flattering himfelf, that under a young 
and liberal prince, he might attain to power 
and honours, which he could never hope for 
in the fcrvice of an old and frugal matter. He 
had early paid court to Philip during his refi* 
dcnce in Spain, with fuch affiduity as entirely 
gained his confidence ; and having been trained 
to buBnefs \}nder Ferdinand, could oppofe his 
fchemas with equal abilities, and with arts not 
inferior to thofe for which that monarch was 
diilinguiihed K 

Bv his advice, ambitfladors were difpatched He 

. Ferdioaod 

to require Ferdinand to retire into Aragon, and torefigntht 
to refign the government of Caftilc to thofe per* 
fons whom Philip Ihould entrufl: with it until 
hia arrival in that kingdpm. Such of the Cafti- 
lian nobks as had difcoviered any difiatisfadioa 
witli Ferdinand's adminiftration, were encou- 
raged by every method to oppofe it. At the 
fame time a treaty was concluded with Louis 
XIL by which Philip flattered himfelf, that he 
had fecured the friendfhip and afllftance of that 
monarch, 

Mbanwhile, Ferdinand employed all the 
sirts of addrels and policy, in order to retain 

^ Zarita Anales. de Aragon, torn. vi« p. i«, 

the 



tegeacy. 
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the power of which he had got poffeffion. By 
means of Conchillos, an Aragonian gentleman, 
he entered into a private negociation with 
Joanna, and prevailed on that weak princefs to 
confirm, by her authority, his right to the re- 
gency. But this intrigue did not efcape the 
penetrating eye of Don John Manuel; Joanna's 
letter of confent was intercepted ; Conchillos 
was thrown into a dungeon ; (he herfelf con- 
fined to an apartment in the palace, and all 
her Spanifti domefticks fccluded from her pre- 
fence*. 



ycratnanc? The mottification which thedifcovery of this 
bythJcaflj. fcheme occafioned, to Ferdinand^ was much in- 
i»a nobks. creafed by his obferving the progrels'^liat Philip's 
emiflaries made in Caftile. Some of the nobles 
retired to their caftles 5 others to the towns in 
which they had influence : they formed them- 
felves into confederacies, and began to affemble 
their v^flals. Ferdinand's court was almoft to- 
tally deferted; not a perfon of diftinftipn but 
Ximenes, archbifliop of Toledo, the duke of 
Alva, and the marquis of Denia, remaining 
there ^ while th^ houfes of Philip's ambaffadors 
were daily crowded wifh thofe of the higheft 
rankj^ , ' • 

*P. Mart. Ep. 287. Zur'ita Anaks, vi. p. 14. 

EXASPI?. 
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Exasperated at this univerfal dcfedion, and Book r. 
mortified perhaps with feeing all his fchemes dc- Ferdinand 
fcatcdby a younger politician, Ferdinand re- Z^^l^! ^ 
folvcd, in defiance of the faw of nature/ and of ^[^J^*^"* 
decency, t6 deprive chisda»gHter and •h<^+ poftc- ^*"^**^^ 
rity of che:crown of Caftile, rather thafif renounce throne, 
the regcncy:6f that kingdom. His plan for ac- 
compIi(hing; this was no lefs bold; than the 
intention J itfelf . was wicked. He demanded in 
marriage j^Oanna, thie fqppofed daughter of 
Henry IV. on the bejief of Whofe illegittmacyi 
Ifabella's right to th^ crown of Gaftile . was 
founded i and by reviyiqg,the cl4i{i>:of. this 
princcfs, in;oppofition to -which he himfeif had 
formerly led armies, , and^ .fought battle^,, he 
hoped once • more to g^[ p/^&SiQa -o^ihe^ tt\ff)J^t 
of that j5;ingdom.. But En:>ai}uel, king of Por- 
tugal, in wbgfe dpminion^ Joanna re/id^^^ jjeinig 
riiarried ta^one of Ferdinand's d^ghjte^j by 
ifabella, r^ftjfcfi hh. oyj^gnt. to jtl^at^uaiiaj^r^J 
match 5 an4.the.i^nhapjDy,jn*incefs.herfc^^ leav- 
ing. l6ft all relifh for. the.oSjeds of ambition, 
by being foflg^lnimured in aconyentj 'difcovered 
no lefs aVcrfioh^to it ^ , 



The rcfburces, however, of Ferdinand's am- Marri 
bition, -were not exhaufted. Upon meeting with f.^^^h 



168 ■ 

niece of the 



king. 



^ Sandov. Hift. of Civil Wars in Caftile. Lond. j 655. 
p, 5, ZuriU Anales dc Arago'n, torn. vi. p. 213. 

a "repulfe 
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Book !• % repuUb in Portugal, he turned towards France, 
^ and fought in marriage Germainc die Foix, a 
daughter of the vi&oimt of Narbonne, andl of 
Mary, the fitter of Louia XIL The war which 
that nxmarch had carried on ag^ft Ferdinand 
in Naples^ bad been ib unfortunate, .that he 
liftened with py to a propofal^ which furnilhed 
him with an honourabk pretence of concluding 
peace : And though no prince wats ei^er moti 
rraiarkable than FenUnand for making all his 
paffioiis bend to the cnaldffis of ii^tereft, or be^ 
tome fut^vient to tli^e purpofes of ambition, 
yet fo vehement was his refentment againft his 
fon-in-law, that the defire of gratifying it ren- 
dered him rfcgardlefe of every other confideration. 
In order to be revenged of Philip, by detaching 
Louis from his intereft, and in order to gain a 
chance of excluding him from his hereditary 
^rone <^ Aragon, and the dominioiis annexed 
to it, he was ready once more to divide Spam 
into Separate kingdoms, though the union of 
thefe was the great glory of his reign, and had 
been the chief objeft of his ambitbn j he coh- 
fented to reftore the Neapolitan nobles of the 
French faftion to their pofleffions and honours ; 
and fubmittcd to the ridicule of marrying, in an 
advanced age, a princefs of eighteen '• 

' P. Mart. Ep. 290. 292. Mariana, lib, 2&. c, i5, 17. 
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Ttf £ cM^luTian of thk m^tck^ ythkh ^vWtd Book I. 
Philip of hi^ ooly ally, ind ihreatwcd him widi ' 
tb^ lofs 0f fo wany kingdoms, gav^ a dreadful 
alarm m him^ md convinced Don John Manuel 
that nhtxe waa now a n^ceffity of taking other 
meajfurea ^ith regard m the affairs of Spain *• 
He Accordingly inftru^ed the Flemi^ ambaflat- 
dQf^ in the ^ourjc of Spain, to teftify the ftrong 
defirc which their mafter had of terminating all 
d^rences hfcwpen l^oi and Ferdinand in an 
amicable manner^ and hi9 wiUingnef$ to conicnt 
CO any conations that wcmld re-eftasbiiih the 
friendiliip which ought to fubfift between a 
father and afon-in-law. Ferdinand, though he a treaty ve. 
had made and broken more treaties than any j'J^^fj" 
prince cf any age, was apt to confide fo far in ^^'^^ 
the fincerity of other men, or to dq^end fd 
much upon his own addreis and theic weafcnefs, 
as to he always extremely fond of a negociation. 
He iiftened with eagermfs to thefe declarations, 

j and fopn ix)ncluded a treaty at Saianmnca ; in Not. t4. 

which it was ftipulatcd, that the government of 
Caftile flioald be catried on in the joint names 

\ of Joanna, of Ferdinand, and of Philip ; and 

that the revenues of the crown, as well as the 
ri^t ef conferring offices, ftiould be feared be- 

1 tween Ferdinand and PhiKp by an equal di vifion\ 



^ P. Mart. £p. 293. » Zurfta Anales de Aragcn^ 

vi. 19. P. Marn-^. 293, 894. 

* Nothing, 



i6 THE REIGN OF THE 

Book I. NOTHING, howevcr, was farther from PhJlip^s 
1506. thoughts than to obferve this treaty. His fole 

joanna*fct intention in propofitig it -was to amufe Ferdi- 

Splin/ nand, and to prevent him from taking any mea« 
fures for obftrufting his yOyage into Spain. - It 
had that cfFed:. Ferdinand, fagacious as he 
. was, did not for fome time fufpeft his defign i 
and though when he perceived it, he prevaileci 
on the king of France not only to remonHrate 
againft the Archduke's journey, but to threaten 
hoftilities if he fhould undertake it ; though he 
folicited the duke of Gueldres to attack his fon* 
in-law's dominions in the Low Countries,\Philip 
and his confort neverthelefs fet fail with a; nume- 
rous Beet, and a good body of land forces* 
They were obliged by a violent tempeft to take 
Ihelter in England, where Hcn^y VII. in com^ 
pliance with Ferdinand's folicitations, detained 
them upwards of three months ° •, at laft they 
were permitted to depart, and after a more 

ApfUag.; profperous voyage, they arrived in fafety atCo« 
runna in Galicia, nor durft Ferdinand attempt, 
as he had once intended, to oppofe their landing 
by force of arms. 

Tkenobu The Caftilian nobles, who had been obliged 
tire declare hithcrto to conccal or to diflemble their, fen ti* 
nient^, now declared openly in favour of Philip. 

^ Ferrer, Hift, viii. zS^. 
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t'rom every corner of the kingdom, perfons of 
the higheft rank, with numerous retinues of 
their vafTals, repaired to their new king* The 
treiaty of Salamanca was liniverfally condemned, 
and all agreed to exclude from the government 
of Caftile a prince, whb, by confenting to disjoin 
Aragon and Naples from that crown, difcovered 
fo little concern for its true interefts. Ferdi- 
nand, meanwhile, abandoned by almofl: all the . 
Caftilians, difconcerted by their revolt, and un- 
certain whether he (hould peaceably relinquifh 
his power, or take arms in order to maintain it, 
carneftly folicited an interview with his fon-in- 
, law, who by advice of Manuel ftudioufly avoided 
it. Convinced at laft, by feeing the number 
arid zeal of Philip's adherents daily increafe, 
that it was vain to think of refilling fuch a tor- june 17^ 
rent, Ferdinand confented, by treaty, to refign ,^1^1^^^^ 
the regency of Caftile into the hands of Philip, 'fs^'y o^, 

• • 1- 1 .• J • • r A CaftiJe, and 

to. retire into his hereditary dominions of A ra- wtiret to 
gon, and to reft fatisfied with the maftcrfliips of 
the military orders, and that (hare of the revenue 
of the Indies, which Ifabella had bequeathed to 
him. Though an interview between the princes 
was no longer neceflary, it was agreed to on 
both fides from motives of decency. Philjp re- 
paired to the place appointed with a fplendid 
retinue of the Caftilian nobles, and a confider- 
able body of armed men. Ferdinand appeared 
Vott II. C without 




]^f' 



THE REIGN OF THfi ^ 

without any pomp, attended by a few folIoweri> 
mounted on mules,- arid unarmed. On that 
occafion Don John Manuel had the plcarure of 
difplaying before the monarch whom he hid 
deferted, the extenfive influence which he had 
acquired over his new mafter : While Ferdinand 
fuffered in prefence of his former fubjefts^ the 
two moft cruel mortifications which an artful and 
ambitious prince can feel; t>eing at once over- 
reached in conduft, and ftripped of power p. 

Not long after, he retired into Aragon 5 and 
hoping that fome favourable accident would 
foon open the way for his return into Caflrile, 
he took care to proteft, though with great fe- 
crecy, that the treaty concluded with his'fon- 
in-law» being extorted by force, ought tO be 
deemed void of all obligation \ 

Philip tnd Philip took poffeffion of his new authority 

• Ccig/d whh a youthful joy. ^ The unhappy Joanna, 

as king »nd f^Q^ whom he derived it, remained during all 

theCortfi. thcfc contcfts^ undcr the dominion of a deep 

melancholy -, Ihe was feldom allowed to appear 

in publick; her father, though he had often de- 

fired it, was refufcd aeccfs to her j and Philip's 

p Zurit:i Anales de Arag. vi. 64. Mar. lib. 28. C, 19, 
. ao. P. Mart.ep. 304, 305, &c. ^ Zarita Anales 

dt} Araa. vi. p. 68. F«rrcr, Hift. viii^ 290. 

cWef 
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chief objefl: was to prevail on the Cortes to 
declare her* incapable of governrhent, that ari 
undivided poWet might be lodged in his hands, 
until his fon lliould kttain to fiill age. But ftich 
was the partial' attachtitent of the Caftilians t6 
their native priricef^, that though Maniiel had 
the'addrefs to gain fdme members of tfiie Cor rek 
afiembled at Valladolid^ arid others were willing 
to gratify their neM^ fovereign in his firft requeff, 
the great body of the reprefentatives refuTcd 
their corifent to a declaration which they thought 
fo injurious to the blood of their nionarchs *. 
They were uhaninnious, however, in acknowledg- 
ing Joanna" and Philip, queen and "king -of 
Caftik, and their fon Charles prince of Afturias. 



This was almoft the only memorable event Death of 
during Philip's adminiftration. A fever put ^^^**^* 
an chd to ^ his life in the twenty-eighth year df sepMj. 
his age, when he had not enjoyed the regal dig- 
nity, which he had' been fo eager to obtain, full 
'three months •. 

The whole royal authority iti Caftile ought ThcaifoHer 

Ofcourfeto have devolved upon Joanna. But mJ/*""*' 

the fliock occafioned by a difafter fo unexpefted ""^^'' 
as the death of her hufband, completed the dif- 

^ Zorita Anales de Arag« vi. p. 75^ 
^ Marian, lib. itS. c. 23* 

C 2 ' order 
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Book L order of her underftanding, and her incapacity 
^""^""^^^^ for government. During all the time of Phi- 
lip's ficknefs, no intreaty could prevail on her, 
though in the fixth month of her pregnancy, to 
leave him for a moment When he expired, 
however, Ihe did not fhed one tear, or utter a 
fingle groan. Her grief wes filent and fettled. 
She continued to watch the dead body with the 
fame tendernefs and attention as if it had been 
alive \ and though at laft (he permitted it to 
be buried, (he foon removed it from the tomb 
. to her own apartment. There it was laid upon 
a bed of date, in a fplendid drefs : and having 
heard from fome monk a legendary tale of a 
king who revived after he had been dead four- 
teen years, fhc kept her eyes almoft conftantly 
fixed on the body, waiting for the happy mo- 
ment of its return to life. Nor was this capri- 
cious afFeftion for her dead hufband lefs tinftured 
with jealoufy, than that which Ihe had born to 
him while alive. She did not permit any of 
her female attendants to approach the bed on 
which his corpfe was laid ; (he would not fuflFer 
any woman who did not. belong to her family 
to enter the apartment % and rather than grant 
that privilege to a midwife, though a very aged 
one had been chofen of purpofc, (he bore the 

« P. Mart* Ep.316. 

princefs 
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pcincefs Catherine without any other affiftance ^^^ I- 
than that of her own domeftics ". 

A WOMAN in fuch a flate of mind was little shein'nca. 
capable of governing a great kingdom ; and itni^u* 
Joanna, who made it her fole employment to 
.bewail the lofs, and to pray for the foul of her 
hufband, would have thought her attention to 
publick affairs an impious negleft of thofc duties 
which (he owed to him. But though Ihe de- 
. clined affuming the adminiftration herfelf, yet, 
by a ftrange caprice of jealoufy, (he refufed to 
commit it to any other perfon ; and no intreaty 
of her fubjefts could perfuade her to name a 
regent, or even to fign fuch papers as were ne- 
cefTary for the execution of juftice, and the fc- 
curity of the kingdom. 

The death of Philip threw the Caftilians into Mawmiiiaii 
the greateft perplexity. It was ncceffary to ap- J^r an?Pcr- 
point a regent, both on account of Joanna's **'^*"^„^**"; 
frenzy, and the infancy of her fon; and as there the regency. 
wa3 not among the nobles, any perfon fo emi- 
nently diftinguilhed as to be called by the pub- 
lick voice to that high office, all naturally 
turned their eyes either towards Ferdinand, or 
towards the Emperor Maximilian. The former 

• Mar. Hift. lib. 29. C. 3 & S» P. Mart^ Ep. 318. 324. 
328. 332, 
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claimed that dignity as adminiftrator for his 
daughter, and by virtue of the tcftament of 
Jfabella ; the latter thought himfelf the legal 
fguardian of his grandfoii, whom, on account of 
;his mother's infirmity, he already confidered as 
-king pf Caftile. Such of the nobility as hafi 
.lately been moft aftive in compelling Ferdinand 
:to refign the government of the kingdom, treni- 
.bled at the thoughts of his being reftored fo 
foontohis former dignity. They dreaded the 
return of a monarch, not apt. to forgive, and 
who, to thofe defefts with which they were al- 
. ready acquainted, added that refentment which 
the remembrance of their behaviour, and reflec- 
tion upon .his own difgrace, niuft naturally have 
excited. Though none, of thefe objedlions held 
^gainfl: Maximilian, he was a ftranger to the 
laws and manners of Caftil? ; he had ncrt either 
troops or money to fupport his pretenfions ; nor 
could his claim be admitted without a public 
dcclaratioh of Joanna's incapacity for govern^ 
-ment, an indignity, to which, notwithftanding 
-the notoriety of ht-r diftemper,^ the delicacy of 
the Caftilians coulc^ -not bear the thoughts of 
(ubjedting her. 

Don John Manuel, however, and a few of 
the nobleS) who confidered thcmfelves as moft 
pbnoxious to Ferdinand's difpleafure, \ declared 
'fpy I^|ximilian, and o§ered to fupport his claim 
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with all their intereft. Maximilian, always en- 
terprizing and decifive in council', though feeble 
and dilatory in execution, eagerly embraced the 
offer. But a fertes of ineffeftual negociations 
was the only confequencc of this tranfaSion. 
The Emperor, as ufual, afferted his rights in a 
high drain, promifed a great deal, and performed 
nothing \ 

A FEW days before the death of Philip, Per- Ferdinand 
dinand had fet out for Naples, that, by his own vifiAo his 
prefepce, he might put an end, with the greater Na7i«r 
decency, to the vice-royalty of the great captain, 
whofe important fervices, and cautious condu6t, 
did not fcreen him from the fufpicions of his 
jealous matter Though an account of his fon- 
in-law's death reached him at Porto-fino, in the 
territories of Genoa, he was fo folicitous to dif- 
cover the fecret intrigues which lie fuppofed the 
great captain to have been carrying on, and to 
cftablifti his own authority on a firm foundation 
in th€ Neapolitan dominions, by removing him 
from the fupreme command there, that rather 
than difcontinue his voyage, he chofc to leave 
Caftile in a ftatc of anarchy, and even to rifque, 
by this delay, nis obtaining poireffion of the 
. goverjiment of that kingdom ^ 

' Mariana, lib. 29. c. 7. Zurtta Anales de Arag* vi. 93. 
^ Zurita Anales de Aiag* vi. p. 85. 

C 4 Nothing 
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Nothing bqt the great abilities and prudent 
condudlofhis adherents, could have prevented 
the bad efFedls of this abfence. At the head of 
thefe was Ximenes, archbilhop of Toledo, who, 
though he had been raifed to that dignity by 
Ifabella, contrary to the inclination of Ferdi- 
nand, and though he could have no expedtation 
of enjoying much power under his jealous ad- 
miniftration, was neverthelefs fo difinterefted, as 
to prefer the welfare of his country before his 
own grandeur, and to declare, that Caftile could 
never be fo happily governed as by a princje, 
whooi long experience had rendered thoroughly 
acquainted with its true inteteft. His zeal to 
bring over his countrymen to this opinion, in- 
duced him to lay afide fomewhat of his ufual 
aufterity and haughtinefs. He condefcended, 
on this occafion, to court the difaffedled nobjes, 
and employed addrefs, a$ well as arguments, to 
perfuade them. Ferdinand feconded his endea- 
vours with great ai;t 5 and by conceffions to 
fome of the grandees, by promifcs to others, and 
by letters full of complaifance to all, he gained 
many of his moft violent opponents *. Though 
many cabals were formed, and fome commo- 
tions were excited, yet when Ferdinand, after 
having fettled the affairs of Naples, arrived in' 
Caftile, he entered upon the adminiftratton with- 



' ^urita Angles de Arag. vi, p. Sj. 94. 109. 
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out oppofition. The prudence ^ith which he 
exercifed his authority in that kingdom, equalled 
the good fortune by which he had recovered it. 
^y a-inoderate, but fteady adminiftration, free hj. prodeai 
from partiality and from refentmcnt, he enr tiou, 
tirely reconciled the Caftilians to his perfon, and 
fecured to them, during the remainder of hi^ 
life, as much domeftick tranquillity, as was con- 
fiftent with the genius of the feudal govern- 
ment, which ftill fubfifted amppg them in full 
vigour^, 

Nor was the prefcrvation of tranquillity in 
his hereditary kingdoms, the only obligation 
which the Archduke Charles owed to the wife 
regency of his grandfather ; he had the fatif- 
fadlion, during that period, of ieeing very im- 
portant acquifitions added to the dominions over 

, which he was to reign. On th? coaft of Bar- "■ 
bary, Oran, and oth^r conqucfts of no fmall ^^^^^ 
value, w^re annexed to the crown of Caftile by 
cardinal Ximenes, who, with a fpirit yery un- 
common in a monk, kd in per(bn a numerous 1509,1 
army againft the Moors of that country ; and, 
with a generofity and magnificence ftill more 
fingplar, defrayed the whole expence of the ex- 
pedition out of his own revenues ^ In Europe, 

. Ferdinand, under pretences no lefs perilous than 

* Marianai lib. 2^, c. iq. ^ Mariana, lib^ zg» c. iS. 

unjuft,^ 
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unjuft, as w^\] as by artifices thermoft (hameful 
and treacheroiis, ^xpdled Joha d' Albert, the 
rfN^ww! 4awfulfovercign, from .the t;hronc of Navarre.; 
and feizing on that kingdom, ^tended the li- 
mits of the Spanilh monarchy from the Pyrenees 
^n the one hand, tothe frontiers of Portugal. on 
the other ^* ' 

Ttrrjfani 'It was not, however, the defire of aggran- 
Kand- Sizing the Archduke, which. influenced Ferdi- 
i» charici. j^^j^ J jj^ ^i^js, or in any other of his aftions. He 
was more apt to confider that young prince as 
*a rival, .who might one day wreft out of. his 
'hands the government of Caftile, than as ia 
grandfon, for whofe behoof he was entrufted ' 
with the adminiftration. This jealoufy foon 
' begot averfK)n, and even hatred, the fymptoms 
of which he was at no pains to conceal. Hence 
^^^* proceeded his . immoderate joy when his young 
queen was delivered of a fon, whofe life would 
have deprived Charles of the crowns of Aragon, 
' Naples, Sicily, and Sardinia ; and upon the un- 
timely death of that prince, he difcovered, for 
* the feme reafon, an exceffive folicitude to have 
Other children. This impatience haftened, in 
'all probability, the acceffion of Charles to the 
' crown of Spain. Ferdinand, in order to pro- 
cure a bleffing, of which, from his advanced 

« Mar. lib. 30. c. 11, 12. 19. 24* 
4 age. 
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age, and the intemperaride of hii ytioch, he "^o^K^r. 
could have little profpeft, ^ha& feciOurfe to 'his ' ^ 
phyficiahs, and by their jh*efcHptidn todk one '^'^ 
of thofe potions, which are fuppofed to add 
vigour to the conftitution, though they more 
frequently prove fatal to it. This was its egedt 
on a frame fo feeble and exTiaufted as that df 
Tdrdiriahdj for though he funrivcd a violent 
* dlforder which* it' at firft pccafioned, vL brought 
'oh ftlth'a'n habitual languor and dcjeftioh iaf 
mirid, as rendered him averfe From any ferious 
attention to publidk'afFair s,'and fond of frivokms 
amufem^ntft, on which he had not hitherto be- 
' ftowdd much time ^, Though he now defpaired 
' of having any fon of his o^n, his jealoufy ti 
the Archduke did not abate, . nor could he' help 
tiewiftg him with that averfion, which princes 
often bear to their fuccefibrs. - In order to'gra- „, 
' tify this unnatural pafTion, he' niade a will, ap- - Eudeavoun 
'pointing prince Ferdinand, who having been his'iJS^wir, 
born aind educated in Spain, was muchbdcJved ^uvo^%^^ 
by the Spaniards, to be' regent of all his king- ^«'^">^- 
doms, until the arrival of the Archduke his 
brother ; and by the fame deed he fettled upon 
hini the grahd-maftefftiip of the three military 
orders. ' Th6 former T)f thcfe ghiirrs lai^ht' have 

• Zufita Anales de Arag, vi* p. 347. P. Mart; Ep, '531. 
Ar^enfola Anales de Aragon> lib, i. p. 4, 

put 



^8 THE REIGN OF THE 

Book I. put it in his power to have diiputed the throne 
'^^^'^ with his brother ; the latter would, in any event, 
have rendered him almoft independent. . 



Ferdinand retained to the laft that jealous 
love of power, which was fo remarkable through 
his whole life. Unwilling to refign it, even at 
the approach of deaths he removed continually 
from place to place, in order to fly from his 
diftemper, or to forget it. Though his ftrength 
declined every day, none of his attendants durfl: 
inention his condition -, nor would he admit his 
father confeflbr, who thought fuch filence cri- 
minal and unchriftian, into his prefence. At 
laft the danger became fo imminent, that it 
could be no longer concealed. Ferdinand re- 
ceived the intimation with a decent fortitude ; 
and touched, perhaps, with compundion at the 
injuftice which he had done his grandfon, or 
influenced by the honcft remonftrances of Car- 
vajali Zapata, and Vargas, his moft ancient and 
faithful counfellors, who reprefented to him, that 
by invefting prince Ferdinand with the regency, 
he would infallibly entail a civil war on the two 
brothers, and by beftowing on him the grand- 
mafterftiip ef the military orders, would ftrip 
the crown of its noblcft ornament and chief 
ftrwgth, he confented tQ alter his wiU in both 

thefo 
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tKefc particulars. By a new deed he left Charles Book i; 
the fole heir of all his dominions, and allotted ^ ^^t^ 
to prince Ferdinand, inftead of that throne of {* Jh« ^ 
which he thought himfelf almoft fecure, an in- *^"* 
confiderable cftablifhment of fifty thoufand 
ducats a year *. He died a few hours after fign- •m dku 
ing this will, on the twenty- third day of Janu- 
ary, onie thoufand five hundred and fixtecn. • 

Charles, to whom fuch a noble inheritance ^^f^yf 
defended by his death, was near the full age 
of fixtecn. He had hitherto refided in the Low 
Countries, his paternal dominions. Margaret 
of Auftria, his aunt, and Margaret of York, 
* the fifter of Edward IV, of England, and widow 
of Charles the Bold, two princefles of great 
virtue and abilities, had the care of forming his 
early youth. Upon the death of his father, the 
Flemings committed the government of the Low 
Countries to his grandfather, the Emperor 
Maximilian, with the name rather than the au- 
thority of regent ^ Maximilian made choice of 
William deCroy lord of Chievres to fuperintehd 
the education of the young prince his grand- 

* Mar. Hift. lib. 30. c. ult. Zurita Anales de Arag. vi. 
401. P. Mart. Ep, 565, 566. Argenfola Anales de Arag* 
lib. I. p. II. 

^ Pontius Heutcrus Rerum Auftriacaruro, lib. xv. Lov. 
1649. lib. 7* c* 2» ?• IS5« 

fom 
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fon F. That noWcman poiTeffecJ, in an eminent 
degree, the talents which fitted hitn for fuch an 
importani: ofijc^, ^nd difcharged the duties of 
It with great fidelity. Under Chievres, Adrian 
of Utrecht adled as preceptor. This prefer- 
ment, which opened his way to the higheft dig^ 
nities an Ecclefiallic can attain, he owed not to 
his birth, for that was extremely meaii 5 nor to 

his 

« The. French hiftorians, upon the authority of M. de 
Sella/, Mem. p. ii. have unanimoufly alTcrted, that Philip, 
'})y his laft will, having appointed the ,King of France to 
have the diredion of his fan's edacation, ^ouis XII. with 
a diiint^redednefs fujcable to the confidence repofed ia 
him, named Chievres for that office. Even the prefident 
Henaat has adopted this opinion. Abrege ,Chrpn4 A. D« 
1507. .Variilas, jn ,hls ufual manner, pretends to have 
feen Philip's teftament. Pra^. ^e l'edu(;ation des Princes^ 
p. 16. But the Spaniih, German, and Flemifh hiAorians 
concur in contradi^ing this afi^rtion oT the. French authors. 
It appears from Heuterus, a extemporary Jlemifh hifto^ 
rian of great authgrity, (hat Louis XIL by Confenting to 
fhe marriage of Germaine de Foix with Ferdinand, had loft 
much- of that confidence which Philip once placed in him; 
that this difguft was increafed by the French King's giving 
m n^arriage to the count of Angpuleme his eldeft daughter* 
whom, he had formerly l^etrothed to Charles, Heuter. Rcr* 
Auftr.'lib. V. I'ji : That the French, a fhort time before 
, Philip's death, had violated the peace, which fubfifled be* 
tween them and the Flemings, and Philip had complained 
of this injury, and was ready to refent it. Heuter« ibid* 
All thefe circumftancps/r^nder it improbable that Philips 
who made his will a few days before he died, Heater, p. 
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jii& interei!^ fbr he was a flrahgcr (d the arts of Booic I. 
B' court ; but to the oprnion which his couotry- ,51^ 
men entertairted of his karningb He was indeed 
no inconfiderabl^ proficient in thofe frivolous 
fciences^ which^ diiiringfeveraloenturies, allbmed 
the name of Philoibphy, and Jiaid publiihed 4 
conin^entary, which was highly efteemed, upoa 
^he Book of Sentences^ a famous treatifc of Petrus 
Lombardus, confidered at that time, ^ the 

152^ (hould commit the education of bis fon to Louis XII. 
In confirmation of thefe plaufiblc conje<Jlures, pofitive tefti- 
mony can be produced. Xc appears from Hettterus, thit 
Philip, when he fet out for Spain, had cntrufted Chievres 
both with the care of his &n*s education, and with the gD« 
vernment of hii dominions in the Low Countries, Heuter* . 
iib« vii. p* 153* That an attempt was made, foon after 
Philip*s death, to Have the Emperor Maximilian appomted 
regent, daring the minority of bis grancUbn ; but this bc« 
ihg o^pofed, Chievres feemt to bave contimied > to dHcbasge 

'both t;he offices which Phiyp bad committed to him. Hent. 
ibid. 153. 155. That in the banning of the year 150^, 

* the Flemings invited Maximilian to accept of the regency ; 
iowliich be confenfed, «nd appointed 'his daaghter Mar- 

^garet, together whh a council ^f^lecningt, to exerciTethe 

Tapreme authority, when be himfelf ' fhodd, at any time, 
beabfent. He likewife named Chievres a& governor, and 
Adrian, of Utrecht as preceptor to his fon. H^ut. ibid, i ^5* 
157. What Heuterus relates with refpeft to this matter is 
confirmed by Moringus in Vita Adriani, apud Anale^ar 
Cafp* Burmannide Adriano, cap*io; by >Barlanda» Chro- 
nic. Brabant, ibid. p. 25; and by Har«u» Annal. Brab, 
f»Uii« 520^ Set. 

'fiandarci 
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(landed fyftem of metaphyfical theology. But 
whatever admiration thefe procured him in an 
illiterate age, it was foon found that a man ac- 
cuftomed to the retirement of a college, unac- 
quainted with the world, and without any 
tindure of tafte or elegance, was by no means 
qualified for rendering fcience agreeable to a 
young prince. Charles, accordingly, difcovered 
an early averfion to learning, and an excellive 
I fondnefs for thofe violent and martial exercifes, 
to excel in which was the chief pride, and almoil 
the only ftudy of perfons of rank in that age. 
Chievres encouraged this tafte, either from a 
defire of gaining his pujpil by indulgence, or 
from too flight an opinion of the advantages of 
literary accomplilhments*. He ihftrufted him, 
however, with great care in the arps of govern- 
ment ; he made him ftudy the hiftory not only 
of his own kingdoms, but of thofe with which 
they were connefted ; he accuftomed him, from 
the time of his afluming the government of 
. Flanders in the year one thoufand five hundred 
Jpeaing^of and fifteen, to attend tobufinefs; he perfuaded 
his^chaiac j^jj^ ^Q perufe all papers relating to public 
affairs ; to be prefent at the deliberations of his 
privy-counfellors, and to propofe to them hini- 
felf thofe matters, concerning which he required 

* Jovii Vita AdriaBiy p. qi. Struvii Corpus Hi^. 
Germ. ii. 967. P. Hcutcr. Rer. Auftr. lib. vii. c. 3. p. iS7« 
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dieir opinion'. From fuch an education, Charles ' Book T, 
contracted habits of gravity and recolledion^ ,^,5. 
which fcarcely fuited his tinne of life. The firft 
openings of his genius did not indicate that fu- 
periority which its macurer age difplayed ^ He 
did not difcover in his youth that impetuofity ' 
of fpirit /which commonly ufliers in an aftive 
and enterprizing manhood. Nor did his early 
obfequioufnefsto Chievres, and his other favour- 
ites, promiie that capacious and decifive judg-. 
ment, which afterwards direded the affairs of 
one half of Europe. But his fubjedb^ dazzled 
with the external accomplilhments of a graceful 
figure and manly addrefs, and viewing his cha- 
racter with that partiality which is always fliown 
to princes during their youth, entertained fan- 
guine hopes of his adding luftre to thofe crowns 
which defcended to him by the death of Fer* , 
dinand. 



Thb kingdoms of Spain, as is evident from stiteef 
the view which I have given of their, political quUa Tvi- 
conftitution, were, at that time, in a fituation, J^i'iJ"^ 
which required an adminiftration, no Icfs vigo- *^*"* 
rous than pwdent. The feudal inftitutipns, 
which had bcea iptroduced into all its different 
provinces by the Goths, the Suevi, and the Van- 

* Memoircs de Bclhiy, 8vQ. Par. 1593. p. 1 1. P. Hcutfiv 
lib. ¥iii. c. I. p. 1S4. ¥ p. Mtftyr, Ep. 569. 655. 
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B^oK T. dais, fubfiftcd in , great force. The nobles, wh^ 
1516. were powerful and; warlike, had long poffcffe^ 
all the exorbitant privileges, which thcfc infti- 
tutions vefted in their order. The cities in Spain 
were .more numerous and more confiderablc, 
than the genius of feudal government, naturally 
- an enemy to commerce, and to regular police^ 
feemed to admit. The perfonal rights, and po- 
litical influence, which the inhabitants of thefe 
cities had acquired, were extenfiye. The royal 
prerogative, circumfcribed by the privileges of 
the nobility, and by the pretenfions of the peo- 
ple, was confined within very narrow limits. 
Under fuch a form of government, the prin- 
"ciples of difcord were many, the bond of union 
was extremely feeble ; and Spain felt not only 
all the inconveniencies occafioned by the defeats 
in the feudal fyftem, but was expofed to dif- 
orders arifmg from the peculiarities in its own 
conftitution. 

During the long adminiftration of Ferdi- 
nand, no internal commotion, it is true, had 
arifen in Spain. His fuperior abilities enabled 
him to reftrain the turbulence of the nobles, and 
to moderate the jealoufy of the commons. By 
the wifdom of his domeftic government, by the 
fagacity with which he conduced his foreign 
operations, a<id by the high opinion that his 

fubjedls 
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fubjefts entertained of both, he prefervcd amon* Book I. 
them a degree 0/ tranquillity, greater than was |j|g. 
hatural to a conftitution, in which the feeds of 
difcord and diforder were fo copioudy mingledi 
But, by the death of Ferdinand, thefe reftraints 
wire at once withdrawn ; and faftion and dif- 
content, from being long repreffed, were ready 
to break out with fiercer animofity* 



In order to preven't thofe evils, Ferdinand HPerfiffliiid 
had in his lad will taken a mod prudent prQ- cdCardiiua 
caution, by appointing Cardinal Ximenes, arch* k^u 
bifliop of Toledo, to be fole regent of Caftilc, 
until the arrival of his gf ^ndlbn in Spain, The 
Angular charafter of this man, and the extra- 
ordinary qualities which marked him out fojr 
that biSice, atfuch ajvmdlure, merit a particular 
defcription. He was defcendcd of an honour- his r?fe md 
able, not of a wealthy family 5 and the circum- 
ftanccs of his parents, as well as his own incli- 
nations,, having determined him to enter into 
the church, he early obtained benefices of great 
value, and which placed him in the way^ of the 
higheft preferment. All thefe, however, be re- 
nounced at once ; and after undergoing a very 
fevere noviciate, affumed the habit of St. Francis 
in a monaftery of Obfervantine friars, one of 
the' moft rigid orders in the Romifli Church; 
There he foon became eminent for his uncorn- 
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tfMtk ^ullerity of manners^ and for thofe excelTet 
of fuperftitious devotion, whkh arc the proper 
char^fteriftics of the monaftick life. But not- 
jwithftanding thcfe extravagances, to which weak 
and enthufiaftic minds alone are ufually prone, 
his underftanding, naturally penetrating and de« 
cifive, retained its full vigour, and acquired 
him fuch great authority in his own order, 
as raifed him to be their provincial. His repu- 
tatioii for fanclity foon procured him the office 
of father confeffor to queen IfaWUa, which he 
accepted with the utmoft reludance. He pre* 
ferved in a court the fame aufterity of man- 
ners, which had diftinguiflied him in the ctoifter. 
He continued to make all his journies on foot ; 
he fubiifted only upon alms ; his z&s of morti* * 
fication were as fevcre as ever, and his pen* 
nances as rigorous. Ifabella, pleafed with her 
choice, conferred on him, not long after, the 
Archbilhoprick of Toledo, which, next to the 
Papacy, is the richeft dignity in the church of 
Rome. This honour he declined with a firni- 
nefs, which nothing but the authoritative injunc- 
tion of the Pope w^s able to overcome. Nor 
did this height of promotion change his man- 
ners. Tbcugh obliged to difpLy in publi<: 
that magnificence which became his it^tion, he 
himfelf retained his monaftick feverity. Under 
Ms pontifical robes he conftan^ly wore the cparie 
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frock of St. Francis, the rents invwhich he ufed 
to patch with his own hands. He tt no tiriie 
uftd Unen; but was commonly clad in kSS^ 
cloth. He ficpt always in his hat^t, moR ftc^ 
quently on the ground, or on boards, rarely in 
a bed. He did not tafte any of the delicacifts 
which appeared at his table, but &tisEed hkfl- 
felf with that fimple diet which the I'ule of Ms 
order prefcribed >• Notwithftanding- thtf ft pecfA* 
liarities, fp oppofite to the manners of the 
world, he pc^efled a thorough km»wiedgb of 
its aflFairs; and no fooner was he called by. Jns 
ftation, and by the high opimon which P^&* 
nand and lfsd>ella entertained of him, to fokc 
91 principal Ihafe in the admioiftratloti^ thM he 
difplayed talents for bufinefs, whi<dk: midwM 
the fame of his wifdom equi)l to thatt of Isit 
fandity. Bold and oifigtnil in k& liis pkins. Ma 
political conduft flowed fromhi^ real thlHilNfrii 
and partook both of its virtues aiid itis deftds. 
His extenftvt genius iu^gefied to him feiie«m«s, 
vaft and rhagnificent. Confcieus of jthe inte- 
grity of his intentions, he purfued theft -i^rith 
unremitting atid undaunted firmheft. A^citf- 
tomed from his early youth to mortifjr his tffhi 
fHiflioni) he fhewed littfte indulgence to^ai'as 
thoTe Of oeheir men^ Taught by his f^ft^^f 

^ Hiftoifc de I'admiaiftration da Card. Ximen. par JBtf^ 
fiaadicf, 410. 1635. ?• >3* 
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Book I* religion to check even his mod innocent defiref, 

isi^* be was the enemy of every thing to which he 

XOMld p.ffix the name of elegance or pleafur^. 

Though free from; ^nyfqfpicion of cruelty^ he 

.^ifeovered in all bis cpnunerce- with the world 

• a fevere inflexibility of mindj and aufterity qf 
character, peculiar to the mqnaftick profefllon, 
jrnd which can hardly be cpnceiycd in a country 
jwh/pre^4t is unknown*' 

tftihai , Such was the man to whom Ferdinand corn- 
Adrian af • 
poioccd re- mitted the regency of Caftile, and thou^ 

cM«t -Ximenes was then near fourfcore, and perfedUy 

• acquainted with the labour and diiliculty of the 
-.'Office, his natural intrepidity: of mind, and zeal 
\%&t the public good, prompted him to accept 
£0(f it without hefitation. Adrian o£* Utrecht, 
i.who had been (e^t ii^to Spain a few months 
^Jiefore $he death of f^erdinand, produced full 

powers from the archduke to aflu.me the nan^e 
^d authority of regent upon the demife of his 
. grandfather ; but fuch was the averfion of the 
.Spaniards to the .government of a ilr^nger, and 
fo unequal the s^bilities of the two competitors, 
;(hat Adrian's claim would at once have been 
- reje^ed, if Xiiueni^s. Jiimielf, frcdaa complaifance 
.|oh4s new m^fter^ had not ponf«njt«d to acknow- 
ledge him as regent, and to carry on the govern- 
' llient in conjun^ion with him. By this, how 

cyer| 
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ever, Adrian acquircda dignity merely horriinaL Book t 
Ximencs, though he treated' him with great dc- 1516. 
cency, and even refpeft, retained the whole obumT!he 
power in his own hands ". : rilnt7af. 

* fairt. 

The Cardinal's firft care was to obferve the ^'"V"*!": 

tion« againft 

motidtis of the Infant Don Ferdinand, who" theiofant 
having been flattered with fo near a profpect of" dinand. 
ftipre me power, bore the difappoJfitment of his* 
hopes with greater impatience than could have 
been expefted of a prince fo young. Ximeries,' 
under pretence of providing more efFeftualiy*. 
for his fafety, removed him from Guac^alapei, 
the place in which he had been educated, W 
Madrid, where he fixed the refidence of thtf 
court. There he was under the Cardinars own- 
eye, and his conduft, with that of his domeftics-,' 
-ksLs watched with the utmoflf attention". -^ 

The firft intelligence he received from the 
Low Countries, gave greater difquiet to the 
Cardinal, and convinced him liow difficult :a 
taiflc it would be ^o conduft* thp affairs of a; 
young prince, under the influence of counfellori 
ftnacquainted ' with the laws and manner ofl 
Spain. No fooner did the account of Ferdi- 

. * Gometias de rcb. geft, Ximeni*, p. 150^^ fol. Coiti.pL 
IS69» ■ Mir.jana Contin. Matianse^ Jib. i. c, z. 

fiftadier, Hift. de Ximenes, p. ii8« 
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Book L nand's death reach Bruflbls, than Charles, by 
1516, the advice (^ his Flemifh miniftcrs^ refolved to 
f^mw'tV/" affumc the title of king. By the law$ of Spain,, 
*J."««f the folc right to the crowns both, of Caftik and 
of Aragon belonged to Joanna; and though 
her inBrmities difquailfkd her from governing, 
this incapacity had npt been deckred by any 
publickaftof the Cortes in either kingdom ; fo 
that the Spaniards confidered this refolution^ 
not only as a dired violatbn of their privileges, 
but ^ an unnatural ufurpation in a fon on the 
jp^rerog^ivesofamother, towards whom, in her 
prefent unhappy (ituation, he manifefted a lefs 
indicate regard than her fubjeds had always ex- 
prefled ^. The Etemilh court, however, having 
jprevailed both on the PQpe and on the Emperor 
to ad4re(s letters to Chiles as king of Caftile i 
the former of whqmt it w^ pre:."nded, h^d 4 
right, as head of the church } and the latter, as 
head of the empire, to confer this title ; inftruc- 
tions were fent to Ximenes, to prevail on the 
Spaniards to acjtnowledge it, Ximenes, though 
^ he had earpeftly remonftrated againft the mea-: 
forts as no lefs iinpopular than unneceflaryy 
feiblved to exert all l}i% authority and credit ii| 
ferrying it into execution, aqd immediately 
Hfiembled fuch of the nobles as were then at 
fo^Jrt. What Charles required was laid before 

• P. Mart. Ep. 56S. 
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them; und when, inftead cyf applying with 
his (temands, they began to murmur againft 1^16. 
fuch an unprecedented encroachment on their 
privileges, and to talk high of the rights of 
Joanna, and their oath of allegiance to her, 
Ximenes haftily interpoled, and with thatfirni 
and decifi^e tone wliich was natural to him, told ^^^^^^ 
them, that they were not called now to deli- |Jj^|^*l^ 
berate, but to obey ; that their fovereign did ^cimcna. 
not apply to them for advice, but expefted fub- 
mifiion; and << this day^ added he, Charles fhall Apniij. 
be proclaimed king of Caftile in Madrid, and 
the iteft of the cities will follow its example.** 
On the fpot he gave orders for that purpofe ' j 
and notwithftanding the novelty of the praftice, 
and the fecrct difcontcnts of many perfons of 
diftinAion, Charles's title was univerfally recog- 
nized. In Aragon, whtre the privileges of the 
ftlbjeft were more (ixtenfive, and the abilities as 
well as authority of the archbifliop of Saragbffa, 
whom Ferdinand had appointed regent, werd 
far inferior to thofe of Ximenes, the fame obfe^ 
quioufnefs to the will of Charles did not appear; 
nor was he acknowMg^d there under any othef 
charafier bvit that of pHnc^ until his arrival iii 
Spain S 

PGometiu^ p. t$s, te. Baudicr Htt* die Xfincn, 
, p. I2U 4 P. Milt. Ep.572« . I 
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Book L Ximencsv though pofieiicd only of delegated 
.Ki6. power, which, from his advanced agki'4ie could ' 
for «!«d*' ^^^ expc(St to enjoy long^i aflumedi cogether with 
log the pre. the ch^fafler of regeott all the. ideas natural to 

rogacivc* 

a monarch, and adop^ted fchenies for ex^nding 
the regal authority, which he purfpied' with as 
much intrepidity and iirdgjar^ ns if he himfelf 
had been to reap the advantages, refulting from 
their fuccefs. The exorbitant privileges of the 
Caililian nobles circumfcribed the prerogative 
of the prince within very narrow Iknits. Thcfe 
the Cardinal confidered a^ fo many unju$ ejc* 
torcions from the crp^nj^r and determined id re- 
duce them. Dangemc^o^^hC' attempt was, 
there were circumftanccs . in his fuuation which 
promifcd him greater fucc?fs than any king of 
Caftile could have, epy:)e]aed. His firift and 
prudent oeconomy^.of, hia^ archiepifcopal reve- 
nues, furnifticd him with more ready money» 
than the crown could at any time command ; 
the fanftity of his manners, his charity and n^u* 
pificcnce, . reii(iered..hin> the idol of the people; 
and the nobles themfelves, not fufpcfiting 4ny 
danger from him, did not.obfcrvc his motions 
^ with ;he fam? jealouSr.jUtteiition, as they w^uld 
have watched thofe of one of their monarchs, 

Bydepref^ . Imjmediatelv upon his acccffion to the re- 
fing^hen<H ^^^^^^ fev^ral of the Tioblesjj fancying that the 
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reins of government would of confequence be 
fomewbat rdaxcd, began to afiemble their vaf* 
fals, and GO proibcute^ by force of arms, private 
quarrels and pretenfions^ which the authority of 
Ferdinand had obliged them to diflemble, or to 
relinquiih. But Ximenes, who had taken into 
pay a good body of troops^ oppofed and de- 
feated all their defigns with unexpected vigour 
and facility; and though he did not treat the 
authors of thcfe diforders with any cruelty, he 
forced them to afts of fubmiflion, "extremely 
mortifying to the haughty fpiri; of Caftilian 
grandee^, 

But while the Cardinal's attacks were con- % formfng 
(ined to individuals, and every aft of rigour troops dc 
wa$ juftified by the appearance of necefllty, th^irowa, 
founded on the forn]S of juftice, ' and tempered 
with a mixture of lenity, there was fcarcely room 
for jcaloufy or complaint. It was not fo y/ith 
his next mcafure, which, by ftrikingat a privi- 
lege eflential to the nobility, gave a general 
alarm to th^.vtholc order. By the feudal con- 
.ftitujtion, the military power was lodged in the 
handi of the nobles, and nien of an inferior 
condition were called intp th^ field only as their 
vaflals, and %q follow their banners. . A king 
with fcanty revenues, and a limited prerogative, 
Appended on thefe potent barons in all his open 
3 rations. 
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Book I. ^ rations. It was with their forces he attacked 
^j.j5 his enemies, and with them he defended his 
own kingdom. While at the head oi troops at- 
tached warmly to their own lords, and accuftomed 
to obey no other commlands, his authority was 
precarious, and his efforts fteble. From this 
fta^te Ximenes refolved to deliver the crown ; 
and as mercenary (landing armies were unknown 
under the feudal government, and would have 
been odious to a martial and generous people, 
he iffued a proclamation, commanding every 
city in Caftile to enroll a certain number of its 
burgcflcs, in order that they might be trained 
to the ufe of arms on Sundays and holidays ; he 
engaged to provide officers to command them 
at the publick expence; and a$ an encourage- 
ment to the private men, promifed them an ex- 
emption from all taxes and impofitions. 1?hc 
frequent incurfions of the Moors from Africa, 
and the ncccflity of having fome force ready to 
oppbfe them, furnilhed a plaufitle pretence for 
this innovation. The objedt really in view was 
to fecure the king a body of troops independent 
s of his barons, and which might ferve to coun- 
terbalance their powers The hdbfes were hot 
ignorant of his intention, and faw Row cMeclually 
the fcheme which he had adopted would ac- 
compliih his end ^ but as ^ meafufe which had 

'MinHiise Cenoiiiistio MfrtaK» fbLHag* i-fJUf p. ?• - 
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the pious appearance of refilling the progrefs of Book I. 
the infidels was extremely popular, and as any '"1?^ 
pppofition to it' arifing from their order alone, 
would have been imputed wholly to interefied 
motives^ they endeavoured to excite the cities 
themfelves to refufe obedience, and to remoh- 
ftrate againfi: the proclamation, as inconfiftent 
with their charters and privileges. In confe* 
quence of their inftigations, Burgos, Valladolid^ 
and ieveral other cicies, cofe in open mutiny. 
Some of the grandees declared themfelves their 
protestors. Violent remonftrances were pre* 
fented to the king* His Flemiflx counfellors 
were alarmed* Ximenes alone continued firm 
and undauntedi ai^d partly by terror, partly by 
intreatyi by force in fome inftancea, and by 
forbearance iaotjicf^^ he prevailed on all the 
reftaftory qities tq comply*. During his ad* 
mifii&ratipn, he continued to execute his plan 
Wtt^ vig04r, but fooA 9ifter his death it was en- 
tirefyf^opt. 



His fuccef$ in this fcheme for reducing the ByKctHiDc 
exorbitant power ofthe nobility, encouraged him ^Vr^^ 
to attcoipt a diipinwoxi of their pQfilpffiQns, 2!"^^^ 
which wore no lefs exorbitaAt. During the con* 
tefts and difprd^s iniepar<ab^e from the ^e^dal 
g^9vernineiit» the noblei» eyei* attentive to the^ ' 

f f . Mart, Sp. $^6, te. Gometlus, p. 160, Sec 
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Own intcrcft, and taking advantage of the weak** 
nefs or diftrefs of their monarchs, had feized 
Ibme parts of the royal demefnes, obtained grants 
of others, and having gradually wrefted almofl: 
the whole out of the hands of the prince, had 
annexed them to their own eftates. The rights^ 
by which moft of the grandees held thefe lands, 
were extremely defeftive; it was from fome fuc- 
cefsful ufurpation, which the crown had been 
too feeble to difpute, that many derived theif 
only title to poffeflion. An enquiry carried 
back to the origin of thefe encroachments^ which 
were almoft co-cval with tht feudal fyftem, was 
imprafticable J and as it would have ftripped 
every nobleman in Spain<of great part of liis 
lands, it mufl: have excited a general revolt. 
Such a ftep was too bold, even for the enterpriz- 
ing genius of Ximenes. He confined himfelf 
to the reign of Ferdinand; and beginning with 
the penfions granted during that time, refufed 
to make any farther payment, becaufe aH' right 
to them expired with his life. He then called 
to account fuch as had acquired crown lands 
under the adminiftration of that monarch, and 
at once refumed whatever he had alienated. TKc 
cficfts^ of thefe revocations extended to many 
perfons of high rank; for though Ferdinand 
was a prince of little generofity, yet he and Ifa- 
bella having been raifed to the throne of Caftile 

by 
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by a powerful faftion of the nobles, they were 
obliged to reward the zeal of their adherents 
with great liberality, and the royal dcmefnei 
were their only fund for that purpofe. The 
aadition made to the revenue of the crown hf 
thefe revocations, together with his own frugal 
Economy, enabled Ximenes not only to difcbargc 
all the debts which Ferdinand had left, and to 
remit confiderable funis to Flanders, but to pay 
the officers of his new militia, and to eftabli(h 
magazines more numerous, and better furniihed 
with artillery, arms, and warlike (lores, than 
Spain had ever poffeffcd in any former age*. 
The prudent and difmtercfted ajpplication of 
thefe fums, was a full apology to the people for 
the rigour with which they were exafled. 



The nobles, alarmed at thefe repeated at- The noMet 
tacks, began to think of precautions for the m^^*^ 
fafety of their order. Many cabals were form- 
ed, loud complaints were uttered, and def- 
perate refolutions taken ; but before they pro- 
ceeded to extremities, they appointed fome of 
their numbers to examine the powers in conie- 
quence of which the Cardinal exercifed afts of 
fuch high authority. The admiral of Caftiki 
the duke de Infantado, and the conde de Bene- 
vento, grandees of the firft rank, were entrufted 

* Flechier Vie de Ximeni ii. 6oo. 
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Book l with this commifllon. Ximenes received them 
tri6. ^^^^ cold civility, and in anfwer to their dc* 
mand, produced the teftamcnt of Ferdinand by 
which he was appointed regent, together with 
the ratification of that deed by Charles. To 
both thefc they objeAed i and he endeavoured 
to eflablifli their validity. As the converfation 
grew warm, he led them infenfibly towards a 
%ut without balcony, from which they had a view of a large 
futceft. j^^jy of troops under arms, and of a formidable 
train of artillery. " Beheld,** feys he, pointing 
to thefc and raifing his voice, " the powers 
which I have received from his Catholick ma- 
jefty. ^ With thefc I govern Caftilcj and with 
thefc I will govern it, until the king your maftcr 
and mine takes poflcflion of his kingdom ''.'• A 
declaration fo bold and haughty filenced them, 
/ and aftoniftied their aflbciates. To take arms 
againit a man aware of his danger, and prepared 
for.his defence, was what defpair alone would 
diftate. All thoughts of a general confederacy 
againft the Cardinal's adminiftration were laid 
afidc; and except from fome flight commotions, 
excited by the private refentment of particular 
noblemen, the tranquillity qf Caftile fuffered no 
interruption. 



Thwarted ix ^^s flot Only from the oppofitioa of the 

byCharlcfiV ^ /- i 

FJemJih Spanifh nobility that obftacles arofe to the exc* 

mioifters* 

" Flech. ii. 551. Fcrreras. Hift. vii]. 433* 
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Cution of the Cardmars fchemes; he had a con* 
ftant ftruggle to maintain with theFlemifli mini- 
fters, who, prefuming upon their favour with the 
young king; aimed at directing the affairs of 
Spain, as well as thofe of their own country. 
Jealous of his great abilities and independent 
fpirit, they confidered Ximenes rather as a rival 
who might circumfcribe their power, than as a 
minifter, who by his prudence and vigour was 
adding to the grandeur and authority of their 
mafter. Every complaint againft his admini* 
firation was liftened to with pleafure by the cour* 
tiers in the Low Countries. Uiineceflary ob- 
ftrudlions were thrown by their means in the 
way of all his meafures; and though they could 
pot cither with decency or fafety deprive him of 
the office of regent, they endeavoured to Icffen 
his authority by dividing it. They foon dif- 
covcrcd that Adrian of Utrecht, already joined 
with him in office, had neither genius nor Ipiric 
fufficient to give the leaft check to his proceed- 
ings; and therefore Charles, by their advice, ^„^ai. 
added to the commiffion of regency La Chau, a [J^"f "e"* 
Flemifli gentleman, and afterwards Amerftorf, ^'^J^ 
a nobleman of Holland ; the former diftinguiih- 
ed for his addrcfs, the latter for his firmnefs. 
Ximenes, though no ftranger to the malevolent 
intention of theFlemifh courtiers, received thefc 
new aflbciates with all the external marks of dif- 
Vol. IL £ tinAion 
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Boor 7. rihftioh d^e to the office wfeh which they wefc 

^j.i^^ invented 5 but Whett they came to enter upon 

bufirtefs, he ^feited nothing <X thAt air of fope- 

riorky with Which he had tneatcd Adrian, and 

ximtntitt' ^^'^ iictained the fole dh-cAion t>f a<ftirt. The 

tains the ^i- spaniftrdis, more avcrfc, perhaps, ihto any other 

affairs. fffioplt to chegovemment of ftrangers^ approved 

of all iiisieSbrts toprefeive his authority. Even 

the nobles, influenced by this national paIfion> 

and foi^etting their jealoufies and difconcents^ 

choTe ratter to fee the fupreme power in the 

hands ofoneof thdr countryoien, whom tke^ 

feared, than in thofe of foreigners, whom they 

hated. 

H?s fueceif- XiMENES) thpQgh engaged in foch igreat 
KaraV'* fchemes of domeftick policy, and embar ra€ed by 
the artifices and int '^ues of the Flemish mi^ 
niikrs, had the burden ^f two foreign wars to 
fopport. The one Was in Navarre, invaded by 
its unfortunate monarch, John d'Albret* Tht 
death of Ferdinand, the abfence of Charles^ tht 
^ifcord and difaffeftion which reigned among 
the Spanifli nobles, feemcd to prefent him with 
ii favourable opportunity of recovering his do- 
Efiinions. The CardinaPs vigilance, however, 
defeated a meafure fb well concerted. As he 
forefaw the danger to which that kingdom might 
be expofed, one of his firft a6h of adminifbra- 
5 fioq 
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*ioh was tx> order thither a conficierable body of 
troops. While the king was employed with 
•orjc part of his army in the fiege of St. Jean 
Pied e« Port, Vilklva, an officer of great ex- 
jjerfence and coufage, attacked the other by 
furprife, Mnd. cut it to pieces. The king iti- 
iHntly retri^ated with precipitation, and sat end 
was put to the war''. But as Navarre was fiMcd 
at that time with towns and cailles, (lightly 
fortified, and weakly g^rrifoned^ which being 
unable to wfift an ene«iy, ferved onty to fbrniih 
• hiai with pfaces of Retreat ; Ximenes, always 
bokiaftd dccifivfein his meafureis, ordered ev^ry 
one of there to be difmantled, except Pampe- 
luca, the ifortifications of which he propofed to 
render Tery ftro*ig. To this uncommon pre^ 
tftutioA Spain owes the poflfeffion of Navarre^. 
The French', fince th^periody hav« often en* 
tered, and have as often over-run the open 
country; btrt wiiile they were expofed to all the 
mconvtnieiTcies attending an invading army, the 
Spaniards have eafriy drawn troops from, the 
neig^bonrrng provinces to Oppofe them ; and 
the Frerit^i, b6ing deftitiite of ftmng towns to 
wtiich they could retire, have been obliged t-o 
abandon their conqtieft with as much rapidity 
as they gained it. 




« P. Mart, Ep, 570. 
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Thi war which he carried on in Africa^ 
againft the famous adventurer Horuc Barba- 
roffa, who, from a private corlair, raifed hinn^ 
felf, by his fingular valour and addrefs, to be 
king of Algiers and Tunis, was far from being 
equally fucccfsful. The ill conduct of the 
Spanifli general, and the rafli valour of his 
troops, prefentedBarbaroffa with an eafy viftory. 
Many perilhed in the battle, more in the retreat, 
and the remainder returned into Spain covered 
with infamy. The magnanimity, however, with 
^hich the Cardinal bore this difgrace, the only 
one he experienced during his adminiftration, 
added new luftre to his charaaer^ Great com* 
pofure of temper under a difappointment, was 
not expefted from a man fo remarkable for the 
^agernefs and impatience with which he urged 
on the execution of all his fchemes. 



Comiptioa This difafter was foon forgotten ; while the 

mifli minV- conduft of the Flemifh court proved tlxe caufe 

ricdarfy'of of conftant uneafincfs, not only to the Cardinal, 

cjjicvres. j^^^. ^^ ^j^^ wholc Spanifli nation. All the great 

qualities of Chievres, the prime minifter and 

favourite of the young king, were fullied with 

an ignoble and fordid avarice. The acceffion of 

his mailer to the crown of Spain, opened a 

new and copious fource for the gratification of 



/ Gometias, lib. ?i* p« 179, 
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this palfion. During the time of Charles's refi- 
dence in Flanders, the whole tribe of pretenders 
to offices or to favour reforted thither. They 
foon difcovered that, without the patronage oJf 
Chievres, it was vain to hope for preferment ; 
nor did they want fagacity to find out the proper 
method of fecuring his proteftion. Vaft fums 
of money were drawn out of Spain. Every 
thing was venal, and difpofed of to the higheft 
bidder. After the example of Chievres, the in- 
ferior Flemifh minifters engaged in this traffick, 
which became as general and avowed, as it wa^ 
infamous*. The Spaniards were filled with 
rage when they beheld offices of great import* 
ance to the welfare of their country, fet to 
fale by ftrangcrs, unconcerned for its honour or 
its happinefs, Ximenes, difinterefted in his 
whole adminiftration, and a Itranger, from his 
native grandeur of mind, to the paffion of ava- 
rice, inveighed with the utmoft boldnefs againft 
the venality of the Flemings. He reprefcnted 
to the king in ftrong terms, the murmurs and 
indignation which their behaviour excited among 
a free and high-fpirited people, and befpughc 
him to fet out without lofs of time for Spain, 
that, by his prefence, he might diffipate the 
clouds which were gathering all over the king- 
doai?^ 

' Miniana^ CoQtio. 1. 1, c. 2. * P. Mart. Ep* %^^* 
£ 3 Charles 
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Ch ARIES was fully fcafible that he had dci 
'y^ Uyed too long, to take poffefliaa of his dotni- 
chtricsper. niofi^ in Spain. Powerful obftaclcs, however, 

fuaded by * 

ximcnes to good in his way» and detained him in the Low 
Countries. The war which the league of CaoH 
bray had kindled in Italy, ftill fubfifted^ though^ 
during its courfe, the armies of all the partiei^ 
engaged in it, had changed their deflination and 
their objeSs. France was now in alliance witl\ 
Vehice, which it had at firft combined to deftroy, 
Maximilian and Ferdinand had for fome year^ 
carried on hoftilities againft France, their origi- 
nal ally, to the valour of whofe troops the con- 
federacy had been indebted for all its fuccefs. 
Together with his kingdoms, Ferdinand tranf- 
mitted this war to his grandfon \ and there was 
reafon to expeft that Maximilian, always fond of 
new enterprizes, would perfuade the young 
monarch to enter into it with ardour. But the 
Flemings, who had long poflcfled an extenfive 
commerce, which, during the league of Cam- 
bray, had grown to a great height upon the 
ruins of the Venetian trade, dreaded a rupture 
with Frances and Chievres, fagacious to difcern 
the true intereft of his country, and hot warped 
on this occafion by his love of wealth, warmly 
declared for maintaining peace with the French 
nation. Francis I. deftitute of allies, and foK- 
citous to fecure his late conquefts in Italy by a 

tr^ty, 
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treaty, liftened with jpy torthe. fifft overtures, of . ^oox I. 
accommpidation. CJhievres hiaifclf condu£l:e4 i^\6. 
the ruegoci^tipn in name of Charles. Goufi^r 
appeared ^ plenippte^wUry for Francis, EajG|i 
of them had preftded oy^r the education of t-hp 
prince whqm b? repr?fented. They had bAlU 
adapted th^ ftp;ie pacific fyfteni; and werp 
equally perfviaded that the union qf the t>yo nxor 
Rarchs was tbe; h^ppicft event for thenifelves, a$ 
wejl ^s for their kingdoms. 1,^ fuch h^n^^ %^P 
pegoci^tioft di4 ^o? ki?gv»i(h. A few d^ys after Apetcecon- 

% » r ■fc.T 1 eluded with 

opening their conferences at Noyon, they coa*- France. 
^ eluded a treaty of confederacy and mutual de- 15 fe/^' 
fence between the two monarchs ; the chief ar- 
ticles in which were, that Francis fliould give in 
marriage to Charles his eldeft daughter, the prin* 
cefs Louile, an infant of a year old, and as her 
dowry, fhould make over to him all his claims 
and pretentions upon the kingdom of Naples ; 
thas in confideFatioii of Charleses being already 
inpofleffion pf Naples, he fhouki, until the ac* 
eonnplifliment of the marriage, pay an hundred 
thoufand crowns a year to the French king 1 
and the half of that fum annually, as long as 
the princefs had no children ; that when Charles 
&all arrive in Spain, the heirs of the king of 
Navarre nxay reprefent to him their right to 
that kingdom; and if it do not give them fa^* 
t^adion, Francis fliould be at liberty to afTift: 
E 4 them 
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them with all his forces^. This alliance not 
only united Charles and Francis, but obliged 
Maximilian, who was unable alone to cope with 
the French and Venetians, to enter into a treaty 
with thofe powers, which put a final period to 
the bloody and tedious war that the league of 
Cambray had occafioned, Europe enjoyed ar 
few years of univerfal tranquillity, and was in- 
debted for that bleffing to two princes, whofe 
rivalfhip and ambition kept it in perpetual dif- 
cord and agitation during the remainder of their 
reigns. 

The Ficm- By thc treaty of Noyon, Charles fecured 3 
JSchlriM'f fafepaffagc into Spain. It was not, however, 
s^iin? ^^^ intereft of his Flemifti minifters,^ that he 
fliould vifit that kingdom foon. While he re- 
fided in Flanders, thc revenues of the Spanifh 
crown were fpent there, and they engrojQTed, 
without any competitors, all the effeds of their 
monarch's generofity ; their country became the 
feat of govenment, and all favours were dif- 
penfed by them. Of all thfefe advantages, they 
run the rifque of feeing themfelves deprived, 
from the moment that their fovereign entered 
Spain. The Spaniards would naturally aflunie 
the diredion of their own affairs; thc Low 
Countries would be confidered only as a pro* 

^ Leonard Rccueil d^8 Traitw, tom.ii, 69, 

vinc« 
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vincc of that mighty monarchy 5 and they who /Book l 
now diftributed the favours of the prince to ,-,5^ 
others, muft then be content to receive them 
from the hands of ftrangers. But what Chievres ^f^^ ^ 
chiefly wifiied to avoid was, an interview be- 
tween the king and Ximenes, On the one 
hand, the wifdom, the integrity, and the mag- 
nanimity of that prelate, gave him a wonderful 
afcendant over the minds of men; and it wa$ 
extremely probable, that thefe great qualities, 
added to the reverence due to his age and office, 
would command the refpcdt of a young prince, 
who, capable of noble and generous fentiments 
himfelf, would, in proportion to his admiration 
of the Cardinal's virtues, leffen his deference 
towards perfons of another chara£ter. Or, on 
the other hand, if Charles fhould allow his 
Flemilh favourites to retain all the influence 
over his councils which they at prefent poflefled, 
it was eafy to forcfee that the Cardinal would 
remonftrate loudly againft fuch an indignity to 
the Spanilh nation, and vindicate the rights of 
his country with the fame intrepidity and fuc- 
tefs, that he had aflerted the prerogatives of 
the crown. For thefe reaforis, all his Flemifh 
counfellors combined to retard his departure ; 
and Charles, unfufpicious, from want of expe* 
ricnce, and fond of his native country, fuffered 
himfelf to be uoneceflarily detained in the Ne« 
f therlands 
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JooK J^ thcrloA^ 3» whole year after fignin^^ tbp tJ^caty 
^r* ofNoyw,. 

,517. The repeated entrcauca of XimqnQS^ the ^ 
S^rk^fo^^ ^W of his grandfather Maximilian, a^d th? 
Spain, impatient murmurs of his Spanilh fqbjeds, pjfCp 
Yailed an him ^t. Jaft t;Q embark. He wai 
- attended not; paly by Chievrcs, his prime mini- 
flcr, but by a numerous and fplendid train of 
the Flemifh OQbles, fond of beholding the gran- 
deur, or pf (hating in the bpunty of their prince* 
Sept. 13. After 4 dangerogs voyage, he landed at Villa 
Vicipfa, in the province of Afturias, and w^s 
req^ived >yith fuch loud acclamation^ of joy, a$ 
a new monarch, whofe arrival was io ardentljc 
dcfircd, had reafon to cxpeft. The Spanilh 
nobility reforted to their fovercign from all 
parts of the kingdom, and diiplayed a magnir 
ficenc^ which the Flemings were unable tq 
emulate % 

^iL^n'^ XiMENES, who confidcred the prefence pf th^ . 

to"prvenJ king as the greateft bleffing to his dominions, 

*iw i^t'h ^^^ advancing towards the eoaft, as fafli as thc^ 

ximcnei. infirm ftate of his health would permit, in order 

to receive him. During his regency, and nptn 

withftanding hi$ extreme old age, he had abatedi 

in no degree, the rigour or frequency of bi^ 

« P. Mart. Ep. 599. 60 u 

mortifi- 
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cftOffdfications ; $Qd CO thoff he ad4e4 f^^h )ar» Boak k 
bQnov\s affiduity in bufiftefe, ^3 would have ^^J^JI'^ 
i^orn out the moft yovithfql and vigciroos con- 
ftitution. Every day he cimploy^d ftveral b<Qur$ 
m devotion j be celebrated mjafs*in periba; he 
evea aUotted fon?e Ipace ifbr ftudy. Notwith* 
ftarvding thefe occupations, b^ regularly ait^^nded 
the council ; he received and read all papers 
preiented to him ; he dilated letters and ie^* 
Jlruftions^ and took under* his infpe<9;ion aU 
bufmefs, civil, ecclcfiaftical, or military. .Every 
moment of his time was fiUed up with fome 
^^rious employment.* The only amufement in 
which hejndulged himfelf by way of relaxation 
after bufincfs, was to canvaj&^ with a few friarj 
and divines* fome, intricate article in fcholaftick 
theology. Wafted by fuch a courfe of life, the 
infirmi^tie$ of age daily grew upon him. On . 
his journey, a violent diforder fei?cd him at Bq9 
EquiUos, attended with uncommon fymptoms ; 
which his followers confidercd as the effed of 
poifon \ but couW not agree whether the crime 
ought to be imputed to the hatred of the 
Spaniih nobles, or to the malice of the Flemiih 
courtiers. This accident obliging him taftop 
fljort, he wrote to Charles, and with bi^ ufqal charyt 
boldnefs advifed him to difmifs all the Grangers toximenet. 
Vk his trains whole aumbera and credit gave 

' Miniana, Condn. lib. i. c. j» 

offence 
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Book I* offbnce already to the Spaniards, and would ere 
1^,7^ long alienate the afFcftions of the whole people. 
At the fame time he earneftly defired to have 
an interview with the king, that he might inform 
him of the ftate of the nation, and the temper 
of his fubjefts. To prevent this, not only the 
Flemings, but the Spanifli grandees, employed 
all their addrefs, and induftrioufly kept Charles 
at a diftance from Aranda, the place to which 
the Cardinal had removed. Through their fug- 
geftions, every meafure that he recommended 
was rejefted; the utmoft care was taken to 
make him feel, and to point ouc to the whole 
nation, that his power was on the dec*line ; even 
in things purely trivial, fuch a choice was always 
made, as was deemed moft difagreeable to him. 
Ximenes did not bear this treatment with his 
ufual fortitude of fpirit. Confcious of his own 
integrity and merit, he expedlcd a more grateful 
return from a prince, to whom he delivered a 
kingdom more flourifhing than it had been in 
any former age, together with authority more 
cxtenfive and 'better eftabliflied, than the moft 
illuftrious of his anceftors had ever poffeifled. 
He could not, therefore, on many occafions, 
refrain from giving vent to his indignation and 
complaints. He lamented the fate of his coun- 
try, and foretold the calamities whidi it would 
fuffer from the infplence, the rapacioufnefs, and 

ignorance 
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ignor^iace of ftrangers. While his mind was Book l 
agitated by thefe paflTions, he received a letter ^^^^^ 
from the king, in which, after a few cold and 
formal ^xpreffions of regard, he was allowed to 
retire to his diocefe ; that after a life of fuch 
continued labour, he might end his dayis in 
tranquillity. This me0age proved fatal to Hkdeat^ 
Ximenes. His haughty mind, it is probable, 
would not furvive difgrace ; perhaps his geiie<> * 
rous heart could not bear the profpeA of the 
misfortunes ready to fall on his country. Which- 
focver of thefe opinions we embrace, certain it 
is that he expired a few hours after reading the Not. t. 
letter'. The variety, the grandeur, and the 
fuccefa of his fchemes, during a regency of only 
twenty months, leaye it doubtful, whether bis 
fagacity in council, his prudence in condud, or 
his boldnefs in execution, deferve the greatefl: 
praife. His reputatioil is ftill high in Spain, 
not only for wifdbm, but ;for fanftity 5 and he 
is the only prime xninifter mentioned in hiftory, 
whom his contemporaries reverenced as a faint '^ 
and to whom the people under his gqyernment 
afcribed the .power of working miracles. 

Soon after the death of Ximenes, Charles ,5,3, 
made bis publick entry, with great pomp, into ^T«iid" 

lid. 

• Marfollier,„ Vifc de Ximenes, p. 447. Gomenos, lib. vii. 
p. zo6f Sfc. Bgudier Hid, de >CimeQ. p. zoS. . 

f Flechier, Vie deXimen. ii. p. 746. 

Valladolid, 
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Vailadoiid, Either keh^fummoned theOdrt%» 
isf C:aftik. Though he aflumed an lail occifioi^ 
the Mfipie of king, that title bad iievet- been 
ottoewlfedged in the Cortes. The Sj>ania*'<i8 
coofidermg Joanna a$ pofiefied of che fole right 
to die croum, atidtio lexample of a foti*^ hfttifig 
cnjojrtd the title of king duHng the life of his 
jMcaa occurring ki their hiftOry, the Coite& 
djfooveittd ailtfiai: fcrcrpttlous refpeCt fot* ancient 
fytm% imd that aveffioA to itinovatioh, which 
ate cotifpicuous m popular aOfcmblies. The 
prcfcficc^ however^ t>f their prince, die addtcfi, 
the artifices, and che thneais ^f his niitiifterSy 
chtriet pt^vailed oi;i tbroi at laft lo proclaim him king, 
!"«£• in cott^undtion with hia fnother^ wtitfe nmtie 
diey 4i|ypoiiited to te placed befell that tf htt 
fo9it»^lpuibclick'i(a»^ &Ut^ W^htoii thty made 
thiB conceOiofi, titey dMlared, that if, aft afiy 
future period JoaHna ikKf\M two^rtttht ^e^^t^ 
cifeof reafon, t)ie whide rdfaUuthmitjr Aiould 
mani into her haftdi. M the fafirte time, they 
voted a ftte gift rf % htiftdred thadknd ducats 
to Ik paid in three years, a fiam nftore confider- . 
able than 'had evesr beeh granted to any ifbrmcr 
' monarch ^ 

SS?c3«* NofWitHSTAUfDH^o this obfetjuiouffieis of 
IhTcaufw *e Cortes to the will of the king, the moft 

•fit, - 

9 Miniana, Contin. lib. i. c. j. P. . Mart. Ep. 60S. 
Sando?. p« la. ' 

violent 
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vernhcnent began to break <m, ia the kingdom-. 
Chievi^ had ^acquired over th^e mind bf tht 
yoimg ]!tidnarch the aibendatit not only of a 
tutor, but of a parent. Charlies feemfed to have 
no fentiments but dhofe which his n^ihifter in** 
^ired, axid fcarcely ottered a word b^t ^vhat he 
put into his mouth. Ife wais conftantly fur* 
rounded by Fkmmgs ; no pei^n gbt ^cefs t6 
bitn "^irilhout their permiffion ; «or w^s any ad* 
mitted to amdience bat in their prcfeiice. As 
he %oke the Spaniflb language very imperfHtiftly, 
his ^nlv^ers wprc always ejrtremely ihort, and 
bften delivered wth hefitition. From kll thefe 
circumftances, mtfhy of the Spaniards #erc led 
to believe jjiat he >l\rad a prince of a (bw and 
Harrow igenius. S&mt pretehded to difcover a 
ftrong refembfahce between him aftd his mother, 
and bfegan to tirhilper that his capacity fbT go- 
Vfemment would n^?ver be fat fuperror to hers ; 
and though they wTio h^d the beft opportunity 
of judging coftcernrng his charafter, maintained, 
that notwithftandrng ftrch unpromifing appear- 
ances, he pOffeffed a large fund of knowledge, 
^ Well as of fegacity ^ ; yet all agreed in coh- 
deiffllnlwg fcis partiality towards his countrymen, 
afnd Ms attachment to his favo jHtes as unrea- 
fonabte and immoderate. X^nforttmarely for 

^ SaQdoval, p. 31. P« Mart, Ep. 655. 
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Charles, thefe favourites were unworthy of h« 
confidence. To amafs wealth fcems to have 
been their only aim ; and as they had reafon to 
fear, that cither their matter's good fenfe» or 
the indignation of the Spaniards, might foon 
abridge their power, they haftened to improve 
the pfefent opportunity, and their avarice was 
the more rapacious, becaufe they expeftcd their 
authority to Bq of no long duration^ AH 
honours, offices, and benefices, were either en* 
groffed by the Flemings, or publickly fold by 
them. Chievres, his wife, and Sauvagc, whom 
Charles, on the death of Xiraencs, had impru- 
dently raifed to be chancellor of Caftile, vied 
with each other in all the refinements of extor- 
tion and venalityv. Not only the Spanifh hifto- 
rians, who, from refentment, may be fufpecled 
of exaggeration, but Peter Martyr Angleria, an 
Italian^ who rcfided at that time in the court 
of Spain, and who was under no temptation to 
deceive the perfons to whom his letters are 
addrefled, give a defcription which is almoft 
incredible, of the infatiable and (hamelefs covet- 
oufnefs of the Flemings. Accordirtg to An- 
gleria^s calculation, which he afferts to be ex- 
tremely moderate, they remitted into the Low 
Countries, in the fpace of ten months, no lefi 
a fum than a million and one hundred thpufand 

ducats. 
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ducats. The nomination of William de Croy, 
Chievrcs* nephew, a young man not of cano- 
nical age, to the Archbiftioprick of Toledo, 
cxafperated the Spaniards more than all thefe 
cxa<Etlons. They confidercd the elevation of a 
ftrangerto the head of their church, and to the 
richcft benefice in the kingdom, not only as an 
injury, but as an infult to the whole nation ; 
both clergy and laity, the former from intereft, 
the latcer from indignation, joined in exclaim- 
ing againft it *. 

Charles leaving Caftile thus diigufled with chariet 
his adminiftration, fee out for Saragoffa, the cortw^of 
capital of Aragon, that he might be prefent in A"«**"- 
the Cones of that kingdom. Gn his way thither, 
he took leave of his brother Ferdinand, whom 
he fent i/ito Germany on the pretence of vifiting 
their grandfather, Maximilian, in his old age. 
To this prudent precaution, Charles -owed the 
prefervation of his Spanifli dominions. During 
the violent commotions which arofe there foon 
after this period, the Spaniards would infallibly 
have offered the crown to a prince, who was 
the darling of the whole nation 5 nor did Fer- 
dinand want ambition, or counfellors, that might 
have prompted him to accept of the offer \ 

» Sandoval, 28—31. P. Mart. Ep. 608. 611. 613, 614, 
622, 623.639. Miniana, Cbotin. lib- i. c. 3. p 8. 
>^ P. Martyr, Ep. 619. Ferreias; viii. 460. 
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Book I. The Aragoncfc had not hitherto acknow- 

1 518. ledged Charles as king, nor would they allow 

TbcArago- thc Cortcs to bc aflembled in his name, but ia 

ncfc more ' 

th "t*"*" ^^^ ^ ^^^ Juftiza, to whom, during an inter- 
CAftiiiani. rcgnum, this privilege bekmged '. The oppo- 
fition Charles had to ftru^le with in the Cortca 
of Aragon, was more violent and obftinate than 
, that which he had overcome in Caftile \ aftDer 
long delays, hoWever, and with much difficulty^ 
he perfuaded the members to confer on him the 
title of king, in conjun£tion wich his mother. 
At the fame time he bound himfclf by that fo^ 
Icmn oath, which the Aragonefe exaftcd of their 
king, never to violate any of their rights or 
liberties. When a donative was demanded, the 
members were ftill more intraftable ; many 
months elapfcd before they would agree to grant 
Charles two hundred thoufand ducats, and that 
fum they appropriated fo ftridHy for paying 
debts of the crown, which had long been for- 
gotten, that a very fmall part of it came into 
the king's hands. What had happened in Caf- 
tile, taught them caution, and determined them 
rather to fatisfy the claims of their feltow-citi- 
zens, how obfolcte foever, than to furnifb (Iran- 
gers the means of enriching themfelves with, the 
fpoils of their country*-. 

« P. Martyr, Ep. 605. " P. Martyr, Ep. 

615 — 634. 

During 
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During thefe procetdit^s of the Cortes, ain- 
bafladors arrived ^t SaragojQa from Francis L 
aod the youdg king of Navarre, demanding the 
refticution of that kingdom in terms of the treatf 
of Noyon. But neither Charles^ nor the Cafti'^ 
Ean nobles whom he confulted on this occalion^ 
difcovered any inclination to part with this ac- 
quifition. A conference held foon after at 
Montpelier, in order to bring this matter to an 
amicable iilbe, was altogether fruitlcfs ; while 
the French urged the injuftice of the ufurpationf 
the Spaniards were attentive only to its im* 
'portanceS ■ 

From Aragon» Charles proceeded to Cata- iji^ 
Ionia, where he wafted as much time, encoun- 
tered mote difficulties, and gained Icfs money. 
The Flemings were now becoftle fo odious in 
every province of Spain by theif exaftions, that 
the defirc of mortifying them, and of difap* 
pointing theii" avarice, augmented the jealoufy 
with which a free people ufwally conduft theif 
deliberations. 



The Caftilians, who had felt moft fcnflbly 



Cotnh'^nt* 



the weight and rigour of the oppreffive fchemes «^<>" °f ^^f 
carried on by the F'lemings^ revived no longer ag\inft'?he 
to fubmit with a tamencfe fatal to themftlvM, J^L *"'" 

" P. M««yr, Ep. 605^* 6^^. 640s 

F a and 
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Book T. and which rendered them the obje£ts of fcdrn 
15 9. among the reft of the Spaniards. Segovia, 
Toledo, Seville, and feveral other cities of the 
firft rank, entered into a confederacy for the de- 
fence of their rights and privileges -, and not* 
withftanding the filence of the nobility, who, on 
this occafion, difcovcred neither the public fpi- 
rit, nor the refolution which became their order, 
the confederates laid before the king a full view 
of the ftate of the kingdom, and of the mal- 
adminift ration of his favourites. The prefer- 
ment of ftrangers, the exportation of the cur- 
rent coin, the increafe of taxes, were the grieve- 
ances of which they chiefly complained; and of 
thcfe they demanded redrefs with that boldnefs 
which is natural to a free people. Theft remon- 
ftrances, prefented at firft at Saragoffa, and re- 
newed afterwards at Barcelona, Charles treated 
with great negleft. The confederacy, however, 
of thefe cities at this junfture, was the begin- 
ning of that famous union among the com- 
mons ofCaftile, which not long after threw 
the kingdom into fuch violent convulfions as 
(hook the throne, and almoft overturned the 
pdnftitution ^ 

Soon after Charleses arrival at Barcelona, he 
received the account of an event which inte- 

o P. Martyr, Ep. 630. Ferreras, viii. 464. 

refted 
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refted him miich more than the murmurs of the 
Caftilians, or the fcruples of the Cartes of Cata- ^TTm 
Ionia. This was the death of. the Emp,eror Death of the 

* Emperor . 

Maxinj^ilian ; an occurrence of fmall importance Maximi- 
in itfelf, for he was a prince confpicuous neither janiary » 
for his virtues, nor his power, nor his abilities ; 
but rendered by its confequences more memo- 
rable than any that had happened during feve- 
ral ages. It broke that profound and uniyerfal 
peace which then reigned in theChriftian world; 
it excited 'a rivalfhip between two princes, which 
threw all Europe into agitation, . and kindled 
wars more general, and of longer duration, than 
had hitherto been known in modern times. 

The revolutions occafioned by the expedition 
of the French king, Charles VIII. into Italy, 
had inlpired the European princes with new ideas 
concerning the importance of the Imperialdigr 
nity. The claims of the Empire upon fomc of 
the Italian ftates were numerous •, its jurifdidlion 
over others was extenfive -, and though the for- 
mer had been almoft abandoned, and the latter 
feldom cxercifed, under princes of (lender abi- 
lities and of little influence, it was obvious, 
that, in the hands of an Emperor pofleffed of 
power or genius, they would be employed as 
engines fot ftretching his dominion over the 
F 3 greater' 
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greater part of that country. Even MAximi^ 
lian, feeble and unfieady as his conduft always 
was^ had availed himfelf (^ the infinite preten^ 
^ons of the Empjre, and had reaped advan- 
tage from every war and every negodation in 
Italy during hi^ reign. Thefe confiderations, 
idd,cd to the dignity of the ftation, confeffedly 
fhe fjrft among Chrillian princes, and to the 
rights inherent in the office, which, if exerted 
with vigour, were far from being inconfidcrable^ 
tendered the Imperial crown more than eyer aii 
pbjeft of ambition. 

UnmV^*n Not long before his death, Maximilian hacj 

Toured to fe. difcovcred great fplicitude to prefcrve this dig- 

i>^ri*icrown hity in the Auftrian family, and to procuri? tJb.c 

to^ ispndr j^jj^g Qjp Spain to be chofen his fucceflbr. But 

he himfelf having ncvef been crowned by the 

pope, a ceremony deemed eflcntial in that age, 

was cpnficjered only as Emperor eleii. ThQUgh 

hiftorians did iiQt attend to that diftinftion, nei^ 

ther the Italian npr German chancery beftowcd 

any other title upon him than that of Kit^g of 

the Romans j ancl no example occurring in hif- 

tory of any perfon*s being chofen a fvicqeflbr to 

a ting of the Romans, fhe Germans, always 

tenacious of their forms, and unwilliiig to COii- 

fer upon Charles an p^e for which their con- 

ftjtu^ipn 
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ftitucion ktiewno lume, obftinatdy rcfufed to Book I. 
gratify Maximilian in that point^ i^ip^ 

Br his death, this difficulty was at once re- cbariet and 
moved, and Cha(rle& openly afpircd tothatdig-* 
niey which his grandfather had attempted, with- 
out fuc<:e6, to fecure for hkn. At the lame 
time, Francis I. a powerful rival, entered the 
lifts againft him ; and the attention of all Europe 
w^ fixed vrpon this competition, no lefs iltu^« 
ous from the high rank of the candidates, than 
from the importance of the price for which tbey 
contend^. Each of them urged his precen* 
flons with fanguine expe£bations, and with no 
unpromifit^g profpeft of fucccfs. Charles con- Pretenfioat 
fidered the Imperial crown as belonging to him ofcbaaeV 
of right, from its k>ng continuance in the Au* 
ftrian fine; he kne^i^ that none of the German 
princes poffeflgd power or influence enough to 
appear as his antagonill; be flattered himfelf, 
diat no confideratioti would induce the natives 
of Germany to exalt any foreign prince to a 
^gnity, which during fo many ages had been 
deemed peculiar to their own nation ; and leaft 
of ill, that they would confer this honour upon 
Fnmcis'I. die fovereignof a people whofe genius, 

9 Qmcdardinr, Kh. x$. p,. ry. Hi*. Gctier. cFAIldniaijnef, 
par P. Bsm, tooL viii. put l. p. loK;. F* Mecietr. Rer. 
Attfir. lib. vii. c, 17. 179. lib. viii. c. 2. p. 183. 

F 4 * and 
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and laws, :and manners, dificrcd fo widely from 
thofe of the Germans, thatjt was hardly pofiible 
to eftablifli any cordial union between them ; he 
trufted not a little to the efFeft. of Maximilian's 
negociations, which, though they did not attain 
their end, had prepared the minds of the Ger- 
mans for his elevation to the Imperial throiie ; 
but what he relied on as a chief reconimenda- 
tion, was the fortunate fituation of his heredi- 
tary dominions in Germany, which fcryed as a 
natural barrier to the Empire againit the en- 
croachments of the Turkifti power. The con- 
quefts, the abilities, and the ambition of Sul^a^ 
Scli'm II. . had fpread over Europe, at that tiipe, 
a general and weIl-/ounded alarm. By his vicr 
tories over the Maraalukes, and the extirpation 
of that gallant body pf mqn, he ha^ not only 
added; Egypt and Syria to his empire, but had 
fecured to it fuch a degree; of internal tranquil- 
lity, that he was ready to turn againft Chriften- 
dom the whole force of his arms, which nothbg 
hitherto had been able to refift. The moft ef- 
fe£tual expedient for flopping the progrefs of 
this torrent, feemed to be the eleftion pf an Em- 
peror, pofleffed of extenfive territories in t:Iut 
country, where its firft impreflion would be felt, 
and Who, befides, could combat this formidable 
^nemy with adl the forces of a powerful monar- 
chy, and with all the wealth furnifhcd by the 

mine? 
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mihes of the new world, or tht commerce of 
the Low Countries. Thcfe were the afgumcnts 
by which Charles publickly fupported his claim; 
and to men of integrity and reflcdion, they ap- 
peared to be not only plaufible^ but convi^ncing. 
He did not, however, truft the fucccfs of his 
caufe to thefe alone. Great foms of money were 
remitted from Spain; all the refinements and 
artifice of ncgociation were employed ; and a 
confiderable body of troops kept on foot by the 
ftates of the Circle of Suabia, was fecretly taken 
into, his pay. ^ The venal were gained by pre- 
Jfents ; thd objeftions of the more fcrupulous 
•^ere anfwered or eluded ; fome feeble princes 
,wcr« threatened and over^awed *». 



Or^ the other haod, Francis fupported his of Franci* 
claim with equal eagerncfs, and no Icfs confi- 
idcnce of ijcs being well founded. His emifiarics 
4:ontended that it was now high time* to convince 
the Princes of the houfe of Auftria that the Impe- 
rial croufn^was cle6livc,and not hereditary ; that 
other perfons might afpire to- an honour which 
their arrogance had come, to regard as the pro- 
perty of t^hcir . family 5 that it required a (ove- 
reign of ^nature judgment, and of approved abili- 
ties, to hold the reins of government in a c6un* 

^ Guic. lib. 13. 159, SieiJan, Hift. of the Reformat. 14. 
Struvii Corp. Hift* Germaq* ii. 971. Not. 20. 

try 
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try iffhttt * fuch unknown opinions tonterning 
religidn bad been publiihed, as had thrown the 
minds of men into an uncommon agitation, 
which throitened the moft violent efiefbs ^ that a 
young prince, without experience, and who had 
hitherto given no fpecimens of his genius for 
command, was no equal match for Selim, a mo» 
narch grown old in the art of war, and in the 
courfc of vidory % whereas a king, who in his 
«arly youth had triumphed over the valour 
and difcipline of the Swifs, till then reckoned 
invincible, would be an antagonift not unworthy 
the Conqueror of the Eaft ; that the fire and 
impetuofityof the French cavalry, added to the 
difcipline and ftability of the German infantry, 
would form an army fo irrefiftible, that, inftead 
of waiting the approach of the Ottoman forces, 
it might carry hoftilities into the heart of thek 
dominions; that the election of Charles would 
be inconfifient with a fundamental conftkution^ 
by which the perfon who holds the crown of 
Naples, is excluded from afpiring to the Impe- 
rial dignity ; dxat his elevation to that honour 
would foon kindle a war in Italy> on account of 
his pretsenfions to the dnteby of Milium the efiefi^ 
of which could not £ail of reaching the en^e^ 
and might prove fatal to k\ But while hk 

' Gwce. lib. 13. 16b. SlcidL p. i6. Geori SafaSni de ele6l. 
Car. V. Hiftoria apad Scardii ScripuRer» German, vol. ii. p..4. 
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EMPEROR CHARLES V. 

ambafllidora enlarged upon chefe and other to- 
picks of the fame kind, in alt the courts of 
Gei^many, Francis, fenfible of the4)rcjudi[c« en- 
tertained againft him ^ a fdreigner^ unacquaint- 
ed With the Gennan language or itiannera, en- 
deavoored to overcome thefe, and to gam ih6 
favour of the princes by immenfc gifts, andhy 
infinite promifes. As the expeditious method 
of irax&fmitting money, and the decent mode of 
CQiiveyiog'a bribe by bills of excluuige was then 
bttle Icnawn, the French ambafiadors tr^yelkd 
with a train of hoffes loaded wkh creafure, an 
equipage not <*ery honourable for that prince, 
by whom they were employed, and infamous for 
thofe to whom thcjr were fcnt *• 

The other European princes could not re- vkwi and 
main indifferent fpedatorsof a conteft, the deci- 'orl^ikAttt. 
fion of which fo nearly aflfefted them. Their 
common intereft ought naturally to, have formed 
a gencraP conibinatlon, in order to difappoint 
both competitors, and to prevent either of them 
from obtaining fuch a pre-eminence in power 
and dignfty, as might prove dangerous to the 
liberties of Europe, But the ideas with refpeft 
to a proper diftribution and balance of power 
were fo lately introduced into the fyftem of Eu- 
ropean policy, that they were pot hitherto ob- 

f Memoires de Marech. de FleivaDges, p. 296. 
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je£);s of fufiicient attention. The paQions of 
I CIO. ^^"™^ princes, the want of forcfight in others, 
and the fear of giving offence to the candidates, 
hindered fuch a faliitary union of the powers of 
Europe, and rendered them either totally negli- 
gent of the publlck fnfety, or kept then) from 
exerting themfelves with vigour in its behalf. 

Of the The Swifr Cantons, thpjigh they dreaded the 

elevation of either of the contending monarcits, 
and though they wilhed to have feed fome prince 
whofe dominions were lefs extcnfive, and whofc 
power was more moderate, feated on the Im- 
perial throne, were prompted, however, by their 
hatred of the French nation, to give an open pre- 
ference to thepretenfions of Charles, while they 
ufcd their utmoft influence to fruftrate thpfc of 
Francis'. 

Of the ve. Tj^£ Venetians ealily difcerned, that it was 
the intereft of their Republick to have both the 
rivals fet afide ; but their jealoufy of the houfc 
of Auftria, whofe ambition and neighbourhood 
had been fatal to their grandeur, would not per- 
mit them to aft up to^their o>yn ideas, and led 
them haftily to give the fanftion of their appro- 
bation to the claim of the I^rench king. 

* Sabinasy p. 6, "' 

It 
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. It was equally the intcreft, and more in the 
power of Henry VIII of England, to prevent ""T^^gT 
either Francis or Charles from acquiring a dig- y(j?*^'^ 
nity which would raife them fo far above other 
monarchs. But though Henry. often beaded, 
that he held the balance of Europe in his hand, 
he had neither the fteady attention, the accurate 
difcernment, nor the difpaflionate temper which 
that delicate funftion required. .On this occa- 
sion it mortified his vanity fo much, to fee him- , 
fclf excluded from that noble competition which 
reflcfted fuch honour upon the two antagonifts, 
that he took the refolution of fending an am* 
baffador into Germany, and of declaring himfclf 
a candidate for the Imperial throne. The am- 
bajHador, though loaded' with careflcs by the 
German princes and the Pope's nuncio, informed 
his mafter, that he could hope for no fuccefs in 
a claim which he had been fo late m preferring, 
Henry, imputing his difappointment to that 
circumftance alone, and foothed with this often- ' 
tatious difplay of his own importance, feems to 
have taken no farther part in the matter, either 
by contributing to thwart bothliis rivals^ or to 
promote one of them "*. 

Leo X, a pontiff no lefs renowned for his of Leo x. 
political abilities, than for his love of the arts, 

** Memoircs de Fleurangcs, 314, Herbert, Hift. of ' 
Henry Vlli: 

I was 
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w^s the oaljr prince of the age who obferved the 
motions of the two contending monarch^ with 
a prudent attention, or who difcovered a proper 
folicitude for the publick fafety. The Imperial 
and Papal jurifiii^i<Mi interfered in fo many 
inftaftccs, the complaints of ufurpation were fo 
numerous on both fides, and the territories of 
the church owed their fecurity fp little to their 
own force, and fo much to the wcaknefs of the 
powers around them, that nothing was fo for* 
midable to the court of Rome as an Emperor 
with extenfive dominions, or of enterprizing 
genius. Leo trembled at the profped of be- 
holding the Imperial crown piac ;d on the head 
of the king of Spain and of Naples, and the 
matter of the new world ; nor was he lefs afraid 
of feeing a king of France, who was duke of 
Milan and lord of Genoa, exalted to that dig- 
nity. He foretold that the cleftion of cither of 
therifi would be fatal to the independence of the 
holy fee, to the peace of Italy, and perhaps to 
the liberties of Europe. But to oppofe them 
with any profpeft of fuccefs, required addreft 
and caution in proportion to the greatnefs of 
their power, and their opportunities of taking 
revenge. Leo was defedlive in neither. He 
fecrctly exhorted the German princes to place 
one of their own number on the Imperial throne, 
which many of thena were capable of filling 
z with 
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vfith honour. He put them in mind of the 
conftitution by which the Kings of Naples were 
for ever excluded from that dignity*. He 
warmly exhorted the French King to perfift in 
his claim, not from any defire that he (hould 
gain his end, but as he forefaw that the Gcr« 
mans would be more difpofed to favour the 
king of Spain, he hoped that Francis himfelf^ 
. when he di&overed his own chance of fuccefs to 
be defperate, would be ftimulated by refent- 
ment and the fpirit of rivalihip, to concur with 
all his interefb in raifing fome third perfon to 
the head of the Empire ; or^ on the other hand, 
if Francis (hould make unexpected progrefs, he 
did not doubt but that Charles would be in* 
duced by fimilar motives to a£k the fame part ; 
and thus, by a prudent attention, the mutual 
jealoufy of the two rivals might be fo dexteroufly 
managed, as to difappoint both. But this 
fcheme, the only one which a prince in Leo's 
fituation could adopt, though concerted with 
great wifdom, was executed with little difcre- 
tion. The French ambafladors in Germany fed 
their mafter with vain hopes j the pope's nunci©, 
being gained by them, . altogether forgot the 
inftruAiods which he had received ; and Francis 
perfevered fo long and with fuch obftinacy in 

^ Goldafti CottSitutioQCs Impetialcs. Fraocof. 1675. 
vol. i. 439* 

urging. 
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noQK L urging his own pretenfions, asrrendcred all Leo's 
j^,^^^ meafures abortive ^ 

•n^e diet s^eH were the hopes of the candidates, and 

j»uicj7ch. the views of the different princes, when the 
diet was opened according to form at Frankfort* 
The right of chufing an Emperor bad long 
been vcftcd in fevcn great princes, diftinguifhed 
by the name of Eleftors, the brigin of whofe 
office, as well as the nature and extent of their 
powers, have already been explained. Thefe 
were, at that time, Albert . of Brandenburgh, 
archbifhop of Mentz j Herman count de Wied, 
arehbiftiop of Cologne ; Richard dc GreifFen- 
klau, archbifhop of Treves ; Lewis, king of 
Bohemia ; Lewis, count Palatin of the Rhine ^ 
Frederick, duke of Saxony j and Joachim L 
virwofihe itiarquis of Brandcnburgh. Notwithflanding 
ticdiois. ^j^^ artful arguments produced by the ambafTa* 
dors of the two kings in favour of their refpec- 
live mafters, and in fpite of all their folicitations, 
intrigues, and prelents, the Eledors did not 
forget that maxim on which the liberty of the 
German conflitution was thought to be founded. 
Among the members of the Germanick body, ' 
which is a great republick compofed of flates 
almoft independent, the firfl principle of patri- 
otifm is to deprefs and limit the power of tb« 

"7 Guicciar. lib. 13. t6u 

Emperor : 
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Etnpcror; and of this idea fo natural under 
fuch a form of government, a German politician "Tsig^ 
feldom lofes fight. No prince of confiderable . 
power, or extenfivc dominions, had for fome 
ages been raifed to the Imperial throne. To 
this prudent precaution many of the great fami- 
lies in Germany owed the fplendour and inde* 
pendence which they had acquired during that 
period. To eleift either of the contending mo- 
narchs, would have been a grofs violation of 
that falutary maxim ; would have given to the 
Ennpire a matter, in (lead of an head ; and would 
have reduced themfelves from the rank of equals, 
to the condition of fubjefts. 

Full of thefe ideas, all the eleftors turned oflerthe 

Imperial 

their eyes towards Frederick, duke of Saxony, cro^n to 
a prince of fuch eminent virtue and abilities, oPsmay 
as to be diftinguifhed by the name of the Sage^ 
and with one voice they offered him the Im- 
perial crown. He was not dazzled with that 
objeft, which monarchs fo far Superior to him 
in power courted with fuch eagernefs j and after 
deliberating upon the matter a fhort time, he 
rejefted it with a magnanimity and difintereftcd- who«j«a» 
ncfs, no lefs Angular than admirable. Nothing, 
he obferved, could be more impolitick, than an 
ohftinate adherence to a maxim which, though 
found and juft in many cafes, was not applicable 
Vol. II. G to 
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Book I. to all. In times of tranquillity, faid he, v^C 



"^^7^1^ wifh for an Emperor who has not power t6 
invade our liberties ; times of dinger demiand 
one who is able to fecurc our fafety. The 
Turkifli armies, led by a galiaht and vidoriotts 
monarch, are now affembling. They are ready 
to pour in ujpon Germany with a violence un- 
known in former ages. New conjutlftures call 
for new expedients. The Imperial fcfeptre muft 
be committed to fome hand more powerful than 
mine, or that of any other German prince. We 
poffefs neither dominions, nor revenues, nor 
authority which enable us to encounter fuch a 
formidable enemy. Recourfe muft be had hi 
this exigency toone of the rival monarchs. Each 
Of them can bring into the field forces fufficifent 
for our defence. But as the king of Spa4n ii» 
of German extra<5tion ; as he is 4 member and 
prince of the enapirfe by the territories which 
defcend to him from his grandfather ; as his 
dominions ftretch along that frontier which lies 
moft expofed to the ene^y ; his claim is pre- 
ferable, in my opinion, to that of a ftranger to 
our language, to our blood, and toour country i 
and therefore I give my vote to confer on him. 
the Imperial crown. ' . 

Titis opinion, diftated by fuch uncommon 
generofity, and fupportcd by arguments lb plau- 

fible. 
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fible, made a deep imprcffion on the Eledors. 
The king of Spain's aaibaffadors, fenfible of 
the important fcrvice which Frederick had done •n^'cf"^" 

* ^ any preleot 

their maftcfj fcnc . hini a confiderable fum of ^''o« ^ 
itoohey, as the firft token of that prince's .gratii- ambaffa- 
tudc. But he who had greatnefs of mind to 
refufc a crown, difdained to receive % bribe; 
^nd upon their entreating that, at leaft, he would 
permit them to diftribute part of that fum 
among his courtidrs, he replied. That he could 
«ot prevent them from accepting what (hould 
be offered, but whoever took a fmgle floria 
ihould be difmifled next morning from his 
fcrvice *. 

' P. Daniel, an hiftoriaD of considerable name, feems to 
call in qaeflioB the trath of this account of Frederick's be- 
haviour in refufing the imperial crown, becaufe it is not men- 
tioned by Georgias Sabinus in bis Hiftory of the eleftioii 
aod coronation of Charles V^. torn. tii. p. 63. But no great 
firefs ought lo be laid on an o^OtilSon in a fuperfidal author, 
whofe treatife, though dignified with the name of hiilory, 
contains only fuch an account of the ceremonial of Charle&'s 
de£lion, as is ufually publifhed in Germany on like occa^ 
fions. Scard. Rer. Germ. Script. v» 2. p. i. The leftimony 
of £rafmu8, lib. 13. epiflk 4. and that of Sleidan, p* 18. are 
exprefs. Seckendorf in his Commentarius Hifloricus Sc A^ 
pologeticub de Lutheranifmo, p. 121. has examined this fadt 
with his ttfual indudry, and has edablifhed its truth by iht 
ihoft undoubted evidence. To thefe teftimonies which he 
has colle^ed, I may add the decifxee one of cardinal Cajc- 
tan, the pope's legate at Frankfort, in his letter July 5th, 
1 5 19. Epiikes au Princes, &c. recuellies par RufceUi tra-* 
daiSs par Bclforeft. Par. 1572. p 60. 
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iL^ J ^ L ^^ prince in Germany could now afpire to a 
I J 19. d'goity, which Frederick had declined For rea- 
BbrradoM* ^^"s applicable to them all. It remained to 
tlrl!** *^*'" ^^^^ ^ choice between the two great compe- 
titors. But befides the prejudice in Charles's 
favour arifing from his birth, as well as the 
fituation of his German dominions, he owed 
Jiot a little to the abilitie^of the cardinal de 
Gurk, and the zeal of Erard de la Mark, biftiop 
of Liege, two of his ambaffadors, who had con- 
duced their negociation$ with more prudence 
and addrefs than thofe entrufted by the French 
king. The former, who had long been the 
minifter and favourite of Maximilian, was well 
acquainted with the art of managing the Ger- 
mans ; and the latter having been difappointed 
of a cardinal's hat by Francis, employed all the 
malicious ingenuity with which the dellre of 
revenge infpires an ambitious mind, in thwarting 
the meafures of that monarch. The Spanifh 
party among the Eleftors daily gained ground ; 
and even the Pope*s nuncio, being convinced that 
it was vain to make any farther oppofition, endea- 
voured to acqgire fome merit with the future 
Emperor, by offering voluntarily, in the name 
of his mafter, a difpenfation to hold the Imperial 
^ crown in conjunftion with that of Naples \ 

* Frehcri Rer. German. Scriptores, vol. iii. 1 72. cur. 
iiiiuvii Argent. 1717. Gianone Hift. of Naples, 2. 498. 
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On the twenty eighth of June, five months Book T. 
and ten days after the death of Maximilian, this \r]gl 
important conteft, which had held all Europe 
in fufpence, was decided. Six of the Eleftors Jha7ie?"m. 
had already declared for the king of Spain ; and i^'*>'* 
the archbifhop of Treves, the only firm adhc- 
rent to the French intereft, having at laft joined 
his brethren, Charles was by the unanimous 
voice of the Eledorai college raifed to the Im- 
perial throne *>. 

But though the eleftors confented, from 
various motives, to promote Charles to that 
hign ftationi; they difcovered ac the fame time 
great jealoufy of his extraordinary power, and 
endeavoured, with the utmoft folic itude, to pro- apptJheo* 
'vide againft his encroaching on the privileges ^^^1^^^^^ 
of the German ck body. It had long been the «*'^«.p'«- 

' o cautions 

cuftom to demand of every new Emperor a again***, 
confirmation of thefe privileges, and to require 
a promife that he would never violate them in 
any inftance. While princes, who were formi- 
dable neither from extent of territory, nor of 
genius, pofleffed the Imperial throne, a general 
and verbal engagement to- this purpofe was 
deemed fufficient fcgurity. But under an Em- 
peror fo powerful as Charles, o:her precautions 

• Jac Aag. Thuan. Hift. fui Temporis. Ed . Bulkiey, 
}ib« I. c. 9. 
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Book I. fcemcd ncccflary. A Capituhim or claim of 
1519. ^^%^^ w^s formed, in which the privileges and 
immunities of the Eledors, of the princes of the 
empire, of the cities, and of every other member 
of the Germanick body are enumerated. This 
capitulation was immediately fignied by Charles's 
ambafladors in the name of their mailer, and 
he himfelf at his coronation confirmed it in the 
moft folemn manner. Since that period, the 
Eleftors have continued to prefcribe the fama 
conditions to all his fucceflbrs ; and the Capi- 
tulation or mutual contrgdb between the Em- 
peror and his fubje&s. Is cpnfidered in Germany^ 
as a ftrong barrier againft the progrefe of the 
Imperial power, and as the great charter of their 
liberties to which they often appeal ^ 

Theeiec- The important intelligence of his eledion 

tion notified * - . . , ^ ' , ^ 

tocbftiies. was conveyed m ninp days from Frankfort, to 
Barcelona, where Charles was ftill detained by 
the obftinacy of the Catalonian Cortes, which 
had not hitherto brought to an iffue any of the 
affairs which came before it. He received the 
account with the joy natural to a young and 
afpiring mind, on an acceflion of power and 
dignity which raifed him fo far above the other 

« PfcfFel Abrege dc KHifl. de Droit Publiqae d'Allel 
magne, 590. Limnei CapicQlat. Imper. Epiflres des Princes 
t>ar Rufcelli, p. 6o.- 
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princes of Europe, Then it was Aat thofe vaft Book T. 
proJpeds which allured him during his whole ,-,0^ 
admintftratipn began to op^n, and from this 
arra we may date the formation, and arc able 
to trace the gradual progrefs of a grand fyftem 
of enterprizing ambition, which renders the 
hiftory of his reign (b worthy of attention. 

A TRIVIAL circumftance firft difcovered the itseffcft 

f . . upon hisia 

cfFefts of this great elevation upon the mind 
of Charles. In all the publick writs which he 
iflucd as king of Spain,* he affumed the title of 
Majeftyj and required it from his fubjefts as a 
mark of their refpeft. Before that time, all the 
monarchs of Europe were fatisfied with the ap. 
pellation of Higbnefs^ or Grace i but the vanity 
of other courts foon led'them to imitate the ex- 
ample of the Spanifli. The epithet of Majefty 
is no longer a mark of pre-eminence. The moft 
inconfiderable monarchs in Europe enjoy it, and 
the arrogance of the greater potentates has in- 
vented Jio higher denomination **. 

T^E Spaniards were far from viewing the TheSpa. 

1 T ' • 1 1_ niardf ciif- 

promotion of their king to the Imperial throne fativ ■ 
with the fame fatisfaftion which he himfelf felt, 
^o be deprived of the prefence of their fove- 

^.Minianae Contin. Mar. p. 13. Ferrcras, viii. 475, 
MemoireB HilL de la Houflaie, torn. i. p. 53, &c. 

G 4 reign. 
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Book l reign, and to be fubjcftccj to the government 
,.jQ^ of a viceroy and his council, a fpecies of admi- 
niftration often opprefHve, and always difagree- 
ablc, were the immediate and neceffary confc- 
quences of this new dignity. To fee the blood 
of their countrymen fhed in quarrels wherein 
the nation had no concern ; to behold its trea^ 
fures wafted in fupporting the fplendour of a 
foreign tide; to be plunged in the chaos of 
Italian and German politics, were cfFcdts of this 
event almoft as unavoidable. From all thefe 
confiderations, they concluded, that nothing 
qould have happened more pernicious to the 
Spanifh nation ; and the fortitude and publick 
fpirit of their anceftors, who, in the Cortes of 
Caftile, prohibited Alphonzo the Wife from 
leaving the kingdom, in order to receive the 
Imperial crown, were often mentioned with the 
higheft praife, and pronounced to be extremely 
worthy of imitation at thjs jund^ur^ *, 

But Charles, without regarding the fenti- 
ments or murmurs of his Spanilh fubjedbs, 
accepted of the Imperial dignity which the 
count Palatine, at the head of a folemn embafly, 
offered him in the nameof the Eledlors -, and 
declared his intention of fining out foon for 
Germany, in order to t^ke pofleffion of it. 

* Sandoval, 1, p, 32, Miniana, Ccntiii. p. 14, 
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This was the more neceflary, becaufe, according 
to the forms of the German conftitution, he TTigi 
could not, before the ceremony of a publick 
coronation, exercife any aft of jurifdiftion or 
authority ^ 



Their certain knowledge of this refolution Their dif. 
augmented fo much the difguft of the Spaniards, aelfet!*"" 
that a fullen and refractory fpirit prevailed 
among perfons of all ranks. The Pope having 
granted the king the tenths of all ecclefiailical 
benefices in Caftile to aflift him in carrying on 
war with greater vigour againft the Turks, a 
convocation of the clergy unanimoufly refufed 
to levy that fum, upon pretence that it ought 
never to be exafted but at thofe times when 
Chriftendom was adually invaded by the Infi- 
dek ; and though Leo, in order to fupport his 
authority, laid the kingdom under an interdift, 
fo little regard was paid to a cenfure which was 
univerfally deemed unjuft, that Charles himfelf 
applied to have it taken off. Thus the Spanilh 
clergy, befides their merit in oppofing the ufur- 
pations of the Pope, and difregarding the influ- 
ence of the crown, gained the exemption which 
they hud claimed ^ 

^ Sabinuf.P. Barre* viii. 1085. « P. Martyr, Ep, 

46?. Ferj-eraf, viii. 473, 
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The commotions jvhich arofc in the kingdom 
o( Valencia, annexed to the crown of Arason, 
were more formidable, and produced more dan- 

vakjicia. gerous and lafting effet^ts. A feditious monk 
having by his fermons excited the citizens of 
Valencia, the capital city, to take arms, and to 
punifli certain criminals in a tumultuary man- 
ner, the people, pleafed with this exercife of 
power, and with fuch a difcovery of their own 
importance, not only refufed to lay down their 
arms, but formed themfelves into troops and 
conjpaoies that they might be regularly trained 
to martial exercifes. To obtain foiyie fecurity 
againft the oppreffion of the grandees was the 
motive of this affocration, and proved a powerful 
bond of union; for as the ariftocratical privi- 
leges and independence were more complete ia 
Valencia than in any other of the Spanifh king- 
doms, the nobles, being fcarcely accountable for 
their conduft to aiiy fuperior, treated the people 
not only as vaffals but as flaves. They were 
alarmed, however, atthe progrefsof this unex- 
pefted infurreftion, as it might encourage the 
people to attempt (baking off the yoke alto- 
gether; but as they could not reprefs them 
without taking arms, it became neccffary tp 
15*0. have recourfe to the Emperor, and to defire his 

itsprogrcft. permifliQn to attack them. At the fame time 

thp 
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the peopk made cbokc of deputies to reprefent 
their grievances, and to implore the pfoteS:iGH 
of th^ir fowreigB. Happily for the latter, they 
arrived 4t court when Cbaries was exafperated 
to an high degree againft the nobility. As he 
was «agcr to viik Germany, where his prcfcncc 
became every day more neceffary, ajid as his 
Flemilh courtiers were ftill more impatient tq 
return into their native country, that they might 
carry thither the fpoils which they had aniafied 
in Caftile, it was impoflible for him to hold the • 
Cortes of Valencia in perfon. He had for that 
reafon empowered the cardinal Adrian to repre- 
fent him in that Aflembly, and in his name to 
receive their oath of allegiance, to confirm their 
privileges with the ufual folemnities, and to 
demand of them a free gift. But the Valencian 
pobles, who confidered this meafure as an indig- 
nity to their country, which was no lefs entir 
tied, than his other kingdoms, to the honour 
of their fovereign's prefence, declared that by 
the fundamental laws of the conftitution they 
could, neither acknowledge as king a perfon who 
was abfent, nor grant him any fubfidy, and 
to this declaration they adhered with an haughty 
and inflexible obftinacy. Charles, piqued by 
their behaviour, decided in favour of the people, 
and rafhly authorized them to continue in arms. 
Their deputies returned in triumph, and were 

received 
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received by their icUow- citizens as the deliverers 
1520.^ ^^ ^^^^^ country. The infolence of the mul- 
titude increafing with their fuccefs, they ex- 
pelled all the nobles out of the city, committed 
the government to magiftrates of their owh 
eledion, and entered into an aflbciation diftin- 
guifhcd by the name of Germanada]oT Brother' 
ioodf which proved the fource not only of the 
wildcft diforders, but of the moft fatal calami- 
tics in that kingdom ^ 

Jf'c^ie^ Meanwhile, the kingdom of Caftilc was 
fummoncd agitated with no lefs violence. No fooner was 

to meet in "^ , 

Gaiicii. the Emperor's intention to leave Spain made 
known, than feveral cities of the firft rank re- 
fulved to remonftrate againft it, and to crave 
redrcfs once more of thole grievances which they 
had formerly laid before him, Charles artfully 
avoided admitting their deputies to audience ; 
and as he faw from this circumftance, howdiiE«» 
cult it would be at this jundture to reftrain the 
mutinous fpirit of the greater cities, he fum- 
moned the Cortes of Caftile to meet at Com- 
poftella, a town in Galicia. His only reafon for 
calling that aflembly, was the hops of obtaining 
another donative -, for as his treafury had been 
exhaufted in the fame proportion that the riches 
of his minifters increafed, he could not, without 

^ P, Martyr Ep. 651. Fcrreras, viii. ^jC. 485^ 
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Tome additional aid, appear in Germany with 
fplendour fuited to the Imperial dignity. To 1^20 
'appoint a meeting of the Gorte3 in fo remote a 
•province, and to demand a new fubfidy before 
the time for paying the former was expired^ 
were innovations of a moft dangerous tendency; 
and among people not only jealous of their liber- 
ties, but accuftomed to fupply the wants of 
their fovereigns with a very frugal hand, excited 
an univerfal alarm. The magiftrates of Toledo 
remonftrated.againft both thefe meafures in a 
very high tone-, the inhabitants of Valladolid, 
who expefted that the Cortes Ihould have been 
held in that city, were fo enraged that they took 
arms in a tumultuary manner \ and if Charles 
with his foreign counfellors had not fortunately 
made their efcape during a violent tempeft, they 
^would have maflacred all the Flemings, and 
liave prevented him from continuing his journey 
towards Compollella. 

Every city through which they paflcd, peti- The pro- 
tioned againft holding a Cortes in Galicia, a thV^aftm- 
point with regard to which Charles was inflex- ^' 
ible. But though the utmoft influence had been 
exerted by the minifters, in order to procure a 
choice of reprefentatives favourable to their de- 
figns, fuch was the tern. per of the nation, that,- 
at the opening of the aflfcmbly, there appeared ^ .j ^ 

among 
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Book T. dmong many of the members unufiral fymptoms 
of ill-humour, which threatened a fierce oppo- 
fition to all the meafures of the court. No 
reprefentativcs were fent by Toledo, for the lot, 
according to which, by ancient cuftom, the 
eledion was determined in that city, having 
fallieh upon two perfons, devoted to the Fl^mifh 
minrftcrs, their fellow-citizens refufcd to grant 
them a comrtiiffion in the ufual form, and in 
their 'ftead madie choice of two deputies, whom 
they empowered to rcpaiir to Com|)oftella, and 
to probed againft thie lawfuJhefs of the Cortes 

The difaf- ^fleinbled there. The reprefeiitatives of Sala- 

fcaion of liianca fefufed to take the ufual oath of fidelity. 

lians in- uokfe Charlcs coQlented to change the place 
€f meeting. Thofe of Toro, Madrid, Cor- 
dova, and feveral other places, declared the de- 
mand of another donative to be unprecedented, 
unconftitutional, and unneceflary. All the arts^ 
however, which influence popular ajfTcmblies, 
bribes, promifes, threats,' and even force, were 
employed in order to gain members. The no* 
bles, foothed by the refpedful afliduicy with 
which Chievres and the other Flemings payed 
court to them, or inftigated by a mean jealoufy 
of that fpirit of independence which they faw 
rifing among the commons, openly favoured 
the pretenfions of the court, or at the utmofi: 
did not oppofe them \ and at laft, in contempt 

not 
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not (July Qf the fentimtnts of the nadofl^ but 
of the ancient forms trf the conftitqtipn^ a rwar ^^^^ 
jority ypted to grant the donative for tvhith the 
'Emperor h^d applied'. . Together with this 
grant, the Gortes laid before Charles a rcprefenr 
tatioo of thofe grievance$ whisreof his people 
craved redrefs; but he, having obtained from 
them all that he could exped:, paid ho attention 
to this ill tinred petition, which it was no longer 
dangerous to difr^gard \ 

As nothing now retarded his embarkation, he chirics ip. 
difclofed his intention with regard to the regency gei"! du'ring 
of Caftifc during Ms abfence, whicTi he had *»" ***^«»"» 
hitherto kept fecret, and nominated cardinal 
Adrian to that office. The viceroyalty of Ara- 
gon he conferred on Don John de Lanuza ; 
that of Valencia on Don Diego de Mendoza' 
Conde de Melito. The choice of the two latter 
was univerfally acceptable j but the advance- 
ment of Adrian, though the only Fleming who 
had preferved any reputation among the Spa- 
niards, animated the Caftilians with new hatred 
againft foreigners ; and even the nobles, who 
had fo tamely fufFered other inroads upon the 
cpnftitution, felt the indignity offered to their 
own order by his promotion, and remonftrated 

* P. Martyr. Ep, 66^* Sandoval, p, 32, &c. 
^ Sandoval, S^. 
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Book I. againft it as illegal But Charles's defire of 
1520. vifiting Germany, as well as the impatience of 
his minifters to leave Spain, were now fo much 
increafed, that without regarding the murmurs 
of the Caftilians, or even taking time to provide 
any remedy againft an infurrcdion in Toledo, 
which at that time threatened, and afterwards 
tBdembarks produccd moft formidable efFefts, he failed from 

for the Low * , r % r -Kjr 11 

CountriM. Corogna on the twenty-fecond of May, and by 
fetting out fo abruptly in queft of a new crown, 
he endangered a more important one of which 
he was already in poflcffion*. 

' P« Martyr* Ep. 670. Sandov. 86. 
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ANV cmictiktihg tcirctiibftancet not tmlf ^oox IL 
fcaHcd Ciiarkrt't iSioughcii towards tte af- """P^i^ 
fairs of Germany^ but rendered his prefc^nce in ciuirkt*t 
that ciHihtif Mdbi&ity. The Eleaors gt^w im- cir^y 
^dent of fo king an imontgnum ; his hcredi* "*'^^* 
tAtf domimons weit diftilrbed by inteftine com* 
ttrM>tiotiS) Mid the new opinions concerning #e« 
ligiOA tnade filch rapid progrefs a^ requimd tfati 
inoft leHous conrideration. But above all^ the 
ihotions of the French king drew his^attention, 
iM tonvincied him that ii #as ntceflai^ to take 
knealbresfbt his own dtfetlce, ^ith nb kfs^pfeed 
than vigour. 
Vol. II. M Whem 
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When Charles and Francis entered the lifts 
"77^ as candidates for the Iniperial dignity, they con- 
^ri^ef/of ^"^d their rivalfhip with many profcflions of 
blltwlcn*'^ regard for each other, and with repeated decla- 
chariet and rations that they would not fufFer any tirtfture 
of enmity to mingle itfelf -with this honourable 
emulation. " We both court the fame miftrefs," 
faid Francis, with his ufual vivacity, " each 
ought to urge his fuit with all the addrefs of 
which he is matter.;, the moft fortunate will pre- 
vail, and the other mutt reft contented *." But 
though two yoqng and high-fpirited Princes, 
and each of theni animated with the hope 
of fuccefs, might be, capable of forming fuch 
a generous refolution, it was-foon found that 
they promifed upon a moderation too refined 
kodxlifinteretted for human nature. - The pre- 
ference gtvea to Charles in the light of ^1 Eu- 
rope, mortified, Francis to the. higheftdegrpe^ 
.and inipired him mt^ all the pa(|iQBs naturalto 
.dil^ointed ambition. To this was,o\;ing:the 
- pecibnal jealoufy and riyaUhip which fubfii};j§4 
between . the. two monarchs during their whole 
neigo i and ;be rancour qf thele, augmented by 
: a r/i^l oppoficipn of .intereft, which gave rife xo 
•f«aoy:ijiqav(H4able caufes of difc9rd» inyoly^ 
jkheo) in alti^oft perpetual hqftilities. .Chai:lj^ 
;, had, paid no^ regard to the principal article in 



the 



i 




EMPEROR CHARLES V. 

the treaty of Noyon, by refufing oftner than 
once to do juftice to John d'Albrct, the exclud- i^^, 
cd monarch of Navarre, whom Francis was 
bound* in honour, and prompted by ihtereft, to 
reftorc to his throne; The French king had pre- 
tenfidns to the crown of Naples, of which Fer^ 
dinand had deprived his predecefTor by a mpfl: 
unjuftifiable breach of faith. . The Emperor 
might reclaim the dutchy of Milan as. a fief of 
the empire, which Francis had fcized, and ftill 
kept in poffeffion, without having received in- 
veftiture. Charles confidered the dutchy of Bur- 
gundy as the patrimonial domain of his anceftorsy 
wrcftcd from them by the unjuftpolicy of Louis 
Xr, and obferved with the greateft jealoufy the 
ftriiSt connexions which Francis had formed with 
the duke of Gueldres, the hereditary enemy of 
his family. 

; When the fourccs of difcord were fo many TheJr den. 
and various, peace could be of no long con- pr!tiou?to 
tinu^nce, even between princes the moft ex- mcnMment 
empt from ambition or emulation. But as the *^*)^^'*'- 
(hock between two fuch mighty antagonifts, 
could not fail of being extremely violent,, they 
both difcovered no fmall folicitude about its 
confequences, and took time not only to cpl- 
le6t and to ponder their own ftrength, anji to 
compare it with that of their advcriary, butro 

H 2 fecurc 
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Book IT. fecuit the fricndlhip or affiftance of the other 
1520. European powers. 

The Pope had equal reafon to dread the two 

They nego* ' . * 

ciaiewirh rivall, ttid faw chat he who prevailed, would 
**^' become abfolute ftiaftcr in Italy. If ic had been 
in his power to engage them in hodilitits, with- 
out rendering Lonibardy the theatre of war, no- 
thing would have been more agreeable to him 
than to iee them wafte each other's ftrength in 
endlcfs quarrels. But this was impofCble. Leo 
forefaw, that, on the firft rupture between the 
two monarchs, the armies of France and Spain 
would take the field in the Milanefe ; and while 
the fcene of their operations was fo near, and 
the fubjcft for which they contended fointereft* 
ing to him, he could not long remain neuter* 
He was obliged, therefore, to adapt his plan of 
conduft to his political fituation. He courted 
and foothed the Emperor and king of France 
with equal induftry artd ftddrefs* Though 
warmly folicited by each of them to efpoufe his 
caufe, be affumed all the appearances of entire 
impartiality, and attempted to conceal his real 
fentiments under that profound diflimulation 
which feems to have been affcfted by nioft of 
tlie Italian politicians in that ager 

With the The Tiews and intcreft of the Venetians were 
vcnetiinw ^^^ different from thofe of the Pope ^ nor were 

they 
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they Iffy folicitous to prevent Italy from bccom- Book If, 
ing the fcat of war, 9nd tb^ir pwn republick ,.2^,. 
from b^ing involved in the quarrel. But through 
«U JmiCO^s artifi(;es, and notwithftanding his high 
pr^tenlions to a, pcrfcft neutrality, it, was vifible 
(liftC he leaned towards the Emperor, from whom 
he had boi^h more to fear and more to hope than 
from Francis •, and it was equally manifeft, that 
if it became neceflary tp take a fide, the Vene- 
tians wouId« from motives of the fame nature, 
declare for the king of France. No confider- v 
able afliftance, however, was to be expeAed 
from the Italian dates, who were jealous to an 
extreme degree of the Tranfalpine powers, and 
careful to prefcrve the balance between them, 
unlek when they were feduced to violate this 
favourite maxim of their policy, by the certain 
profped of fome greaj: advantage to themfelves. 



But the chief attention both of Charles and with iTm- 
of Francis, was employed in order to gain the 
king of England, from whom each of them ex- 
pedled aQiftaoce more effedual, and afforded 
with Icfs political caution. Henry VIII. had 
afcended the throne of that kingdom in the year 
one thoufapd five hundred and nine, with fuch 
circumftances of advantage, as promifed a reign 
of diftinguilhed felicity and fplendour. The Thenrett 

power of 

union in his perfon of the two contendingtitles of thnmo- 
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Book II. .York and Lancafter -, the alacrity and emulation 
IS 20^ ^^^^ which both faftions obeyed his commands, 
not only enabled him to exert a degree of vigour 
and authority in his domeftic government which 
none of his predeceflbrs could have fafely aflum* 
cd; but permitted him to take a fhare in the 
affairs of the continent, from which the atten- 
tioh oi the Englifli had long been diverted by 
their unhappy divifions. The immenfe treafures 
which his father had amaffed, rendered him the 
nloft wealthy prince in Europe. The peace 
which had fubfifted under the cautious admini- 
ftration of that monarch, was of fufiicient length 
p recruit the nation after the defolation of the 
civil wars, but not To long ^s to enervate its fpi- 
rit; and the Engliih, afhamed of having render- 
ed their own country fo long a fcene of difcord 
and bloodihed, were eager to difplay their va- 
lour in fome foreign war, and to revive the me- 
mory of the viftories gained by their anceftors. 
Henry's own temper perfedtly fuited the ftate of 
his kingdom, and the difpofitign of his fubje£bs. 
Ambitious, aftive, enterprizing and accomplitfi- 
e4 in all the martial exercifcs which in that age 
formed a chief part in the education of perforis 
of noble birth, and infpired them with an early 
love of war, he longed to engage in aftion, 
and to fignalize the beginning of his reign by 
fome remarkable exploit. An opportunity foon 
5 prefente4 
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prcfennted itfelf ; and the vidorjr at Guin^gate, Bo<?k ii. - 
together with the fucccfsful fiegcs af Ttroficunc ^^^^^ ; 
and Tournays though of little utility to EagUnd. \ 

refleded great luftre oa its tnonarchf and icon- 
firmed the idea which foreign princes entertained., 
of his power and importance.- So many con-' 
curring caufes, added to the happy (ituation of 
his own dominions, which fecgred them from, fo- 
reign invafion; and to the fortunate circum- 
ftance of his being in poflepion of Calais, which 
ferved not only as a k*y to France, but opened 
an eafy paffage into the Netherlands^ rendered 
the King of England the natural guardian of the 
liberties of Europe, and the arbiter between the 
Emperor and French monarch. Henry him- 
felf was fenfible of this lingular advantage, and 
convinced, that, in order to preferve the balance 
even, it was his office to prevent either of the 
rivals from acquiring fuch fuperiority of power 
as might be fatal to the other, or formidable to 
the reft of Chriftendom. But he wasdeftitute 
pf the penetration, an4 ftill more of the temper, 
iRrhich fuch a delicate funftion required. Influ- 
enced by caprice, by vanity, by refentment, by 
afifedion, he was incapable of forming any regu- 
lar and extenfive fyftem of policy, or of adhering 
to it with fteadinefs. His meafures feldom re- 
fulted from attention to the general welfare, or 
fi^m ^ djeliberate regard to his own intereft, but 
H 4 were 



104 rHE REION OF THE 

Book S. wefs diftated by paflions which renderod him 
1^,^; blind to both, and prevented bis gaining that 
afeendant in the affairs of E\iropet oj from 
reaping fuch advant^tges to htmfelf, as a prince 
of greater art, though with inferior falentu, 
might have cafily fccured. 

^bUte'^ All the impolitick ftcps in Henry's admint* 



wdbta** ftration muT^ not, however, be imputed to de- 
fers in his own charafter ; many of them were 
owing to the violent palfions and infatiablc am* 
bition of his prime minifler and favourite cardt<!> 
nal Wol%. This man, from one of the }oweft 
ranks in life> had rifcn to an height of power 
^d dignity, to which no EpgUfh fubje^ ev^r 
arrived ; and governed the haughty, prefump-^ 
tuous, and untradkable fpirit of Henry with 
abfolute authority. Qreat talents, and of very 
different kinds, fitted him for the two oppofite 
ftations of miniCter, ahd of favourite. His pro- 
found judgment, his unwearied induftry, his 
thorough acquaintance with the ftate of tlie 
kingdoms his extenfiye knowledge of the views 
and interefts of foreign courts, qualified him for 
that uncontrouled diredion of affairs with which 
he was intruded. The elegance of his manners, 
the gaiety of hi^ converfation, his infintiating 
addrefs, his love of magnificence, and his pro* 
lieiency in thofe parts of literature pf whici) 

Henry 
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Henry was fond, gained him the affedba and Book lU 
confidence of the young monarch. WoUey wai i^,^^ 
fsa from employing this vaft and almoft foyal 
pow^r, to promote cither the true intercft of the 
patiooy or the real grandeur of his mafteo'. Ra« 
pacious at the fame time, and profufe, he was 
miatiable in 4cfiring wealth. Of boundlefs am* 
bition^ he a^iked s^r new honours with an 
eagerneis unabated by his former fuccefs ; and 
being rendered prefumptuous by his uncommon 
elevation, as well as by the afcmdant which he 
bad gained over a prince, who (carcely brooked 
;ulvice from any other pcrfon,he difcovered in bis 
whole demeanour the moft overbearing haugh* 
tinefs and pride* To thief; paflions he himfelf 
fncrificed every confideratioo ; and whoever en* 
deavoured to obtain hb fayouc, or that of hii 
mafter, found it neceflary to fyath and p gra* 
0y them^ 

As all the ftates of Eurdpe fought Henry*s Thectnt 
friendlhip at that time, all courted his minifter ^^^ ^ 
Urich incredible attention a^obfequioofqcfs, apd ^'^"^ 
jferove by prelcnts, by promises, or by Bacmy* 
to work upon his avarice^ his ambition) or hi9 
pride ^ I^ancb had> in the year one thoi}fan4 
five bundle^ and eighteen, employed Sk>ni^ivet| 

^Fiddes's Life of WoUkj^ 166. Rjrmer'i Va^en, xtii, 

admiral 
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Book II. admiral of France^ one of his mofk accempHfhed . 
*^ic2o.^' ^^ artfulcourticrs, to gain the haughty prelate. 
He himfclf bcftowcd on him every mark^of re-: 
fpe^ and confidence. He confulted him with 
regard to: his moft important affairs,, and re« ' 
e^ived his refponfcs with implicit deference. By 
thefe arts, together with the grant of a.large 
penfion, Francis fecured the Cardinal, who per- 
fuad^d his matter to furrender Tournay to.* 
Fraace, to. conclude a treaty of marriage be- 
tween his daughter the princefs. Mary and the. « 
Dauphin, and to confent to aperfonal interview* 
with the French king"". » From that time, the; 
mpft familiar intercourfe. fubfifted. between the 
two courts ; Francis, &n(ible of the great value 
of Woliey's friendOiip, laboured to. &cure the/ 
continuance of it by every poflible cxpceiZioa of 
regard, beftowing on him.inall. his letters the 
honourable appellations of Father, Tutor,, anc^/ 
Governor. 

And b^ Charles obferved the progrefs of this union 

with the utmpfk jealoufy and concern. His near 
affinity to the king of England, gave him fome 
title to his friendihip ; and foon after his accef* 
fion to the dirone of Caftiie, he had attempted to 
ingratiate himfelf with Wolfcy, by fettling on. 
hm a penfion of three thoufand livres. His 

« Herbert's Hift. of^Hcniy VIII, 30. Rymer^ xiii, 624. . 
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chief folicitudc at prefent wis to- prevent the in* toon ll^ 
tended interview with Francis, theeffeds of which '^ '^ 
upon two young princes, whoi^ hearts were no ' 

lefs fufceptible of friendfliip than their manners 
were capable of infpiring it, he extremely dread- 
ed. But after many delays, occafioned by diffi- 
culties about the ceremonial, and by the anxl<* 
qus precautions of both courts for the fafcty of 
their refpedtive fovercigns, the time and place 
of meeting were at lail fixed. Meflengers ha4 
been fent to different courts, inviting all comers, 
who were gentlemen^ to enter the lifts at tilt and 
tournament, againft the two monarchs and their 
knights.. Both Francis and Henry loved the 
fplendour of thefe fpcSacles too well, and were 
too much delighted with the graceful figure 
which they made on fuch occafions, to foregp 
the pleafure or glory which they expected from 
fuch a. lingular and brilliant aflembly. Nor was 
the Cardinal lefs fond of difplaying his magni- 
^cence in the prefence of two courts, and of dif- 
covering to the two nations (he extent of his 
influence over both their monarchs. , Charles, 
finding it impoffible to prevent the interview, 
endeavoured to difappoirit its effefls, and to 
pre-occupy the favour of the Engliih monarchy 
and his minifter, by an aft of complaifance ftill 
more .flattering and more uncommon. Having 
(ailed from Corunna^jiai^s already been related, 

h^ 
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BeoR II. heftecTtd his courfe diredly towards England* 
,^20w ^"^ relying wholly on Henry's generofity for bis 
Jl^^j^ own fafcty, landed at Dover. This unexpe&ed 
vifit furprifed the nation. Wolfey^ however, 
was well acquainted with the Emperor's inten- 
tion. A negociation, unknown to the hiftorians 
of that age, had been carried on between him 
and the court of Spain ; this vifit had been con^ 
certed; and Charles granted the Cardinal, whom 
he calls his tftofi dear friend^ an additional pen^ 
fion of feven thoufand ducats "*• Henry, who 
was then at Canterbury, in his way to France, 
immediately difpacched Wolfey to Dover, in 
, order to welcome the Emperor; and being 
highly pleafed with an event fo foothing to Ms 
vanity, haftcncd to receive, with fuitable rcfpeft, 
a gueft who had placed in him fuch unbounded 
confidence., Charles, to whom time was pre- 
inffmtts cious, ftaid only four days in England: But 
ftiT»or bocji during that fhort fpace, he had the addrefs not 
Kiog sn^ only to give Henry favourable in^reflions of 
^^^' his chara^er and intentions, but to detach Wolicy 
entirely from the incereft of the French king. 
All the grandeur, wealth, and power which the 
Cardinal poflefled, did not fatisfy his ambitious 
mind, while there was one ftep higher to which 
an ecclefiaftick could afcend. The papal dignity 
had for fome time been the objcdl of his wilhes, 
and Francis, as the mod effeftual method of 

* Rimer, xiii. 7J4. 
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fccutinjg his friiendfhip, had promifed to favour Bdo« It 
his prttenfions, dn the firft vacancy, with aH ^^^^ 
his intcrclt. But as the Etfiperor*s influcnfcc itt 
the college^ of cardinals was greatly rupcfiot to 
the French king*s, Wolfey grafped eageHy at 
an offer which that artful pMndi had made hiin 
of exerting it vigoroufly in his behalf ; and at* 
lur^d by this prolpeft, #hicH uAdfer tfe ^dtifi* 
cate of Leo, ftill in the pHfale of his Kfe, was a 
very diftant one, he entered with warmth into 
all the Emperor*s fchemes. No treaty, how- 
ever, was concluded at that time between 
the two monarchs; but Henry, in return for 
the honour which Charles had done him, pro- 
mifed to yifit him in fome place of the Low 
Countries, immediately after taking leave of 
the French king* 

His interview with that prince was in an ju« 7«. 
.open plain between Guifnes and Ardres, where k^ZH^ 
the two kings and their attendants difpkyed f«"^'^ 
then* magnificence with fuch emulation, and 
profufe expence, as procured it the name of th6 
Field of tbt Cloth of Gold. Feats of chivalry, 
parties of gallantry^ together with fuch esercifes 
•and paftimes as were in that age reckoned inanly 
or elegant, rather than fcrious bufinefs, occttpied 
both courts during eighteen days that they con- 
tinued 
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Book IL tihucd together*. Whatever impreBJpn the cn- 
^i^ao. gaging manners of Francis, or the liberal ^nd 
unfufpicious confidence with which he treated 
Henry, made on the mind of that monarchy 
was foon eflfaced by Wolfey's artifices, or by 
an interview he had with the Emperor at 
/oiy 10. Grayelines ; which was conduced by Charles 
with lefspomp than that near Guiihe3, but with 
greater, attention to his political interefl. 

Henrr*! T^is afliduity with which the two gteateft 

ideai of Wt monarchs in Europe paid court to Henry, ap- 

ptctaace* 

' ^The French and EngKlh hiftorians deferjbe the pomp 

of this interview, and the various fpeftacles, with great 
mhnijtenefs. One circumflance mentioned by the marechal 
de Flearangesy who was prefent, and which appears iingu^ 
lar in the" j^efent age, is commonly omitted. «' After the 
tournament,'' fays he, ** the French and £ngii(h wteftleri 
made their appearance, and wreftled in pre(ence of the- 
Kings, and the ladies ; and as there were many ftout wreft« 
lers there, it afibrded excellent pafiime ; but as the King 
of France had negleQed to bring any wreiUers out of Bte* 

tagne, the SngUlh gained the prize, After this, the 

Kings of France and England retired to a tent, where they 
drank together, and^ the\ing of England feizing the King 
of France by the collar, faid, " My brother^ /^^ 'wreftk 
nnith youi* and eedeavoured odce or twice to trip up his 
heeis; but the king of France, who is a dextrous wreftler, 
twitted him round, and threw jiim on the earth with pro^ 
digious violence. The King of England wanted to renew 
thecoQibat, but was prevented/' Memoires de Fleuranges, 
ixS Paris, 1753. p. 329. . 
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peared to faim a plain acknowledgment that he Book ir 
held the balance in his hands» and conyinced ,.2o» 
*him of the juflncfs of the motto which he had 
cjiofcnt'** That whoever he favoured would 
prevail/' In. tUs opinion ,he was confirmed by 
^n offer which Chartes^tnade of fubmitting any 
diffeitnc^ chat might £lrife between him and 
Fi^ncb.to Jiis fole arbitration. Nothing could 
^ave the ^appearance of greater candour and 
moderation, than the choice of a judge who wal 
reckoned the common^ friend of both. But as 
the Emperor had now attached Wolfey entirely 
to Ms inta:eft| ho prdpofal could be more infi<- 
dious, nor;. .as appeared by the itque), mOre 
fatal to the French king V 

CiTARtBSi notwichftanding his partial fbnd^ coi^nttian 
nefs for the Netherlands, the place of his nati- pew! ^"' 

<yity,. aaiie no long ftay there ; and after r5- 

T^eiving .the. hom^s^ atid congratulations of im 
countjryxnen, .haftraed to Aix->Ia-Chapel\Qs^ the 
pjaice appointed by the golden hull for theicqro- ^^^^ ^^^ 
nation of thC'Emperon - There, in prcfi^icc of 

;an ailembly more niynerous and fplendid than « 
^ad appeared on an[y. former ocpfion^ the crown 

, of Charlemagne was placed .o;i his head^with 
all the pompous folemnity which jhe Germans 
afFeft in their publick ceremonies, and which 

f Herben; 57, ... 

they 
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Book It thcf dettn e0ential to the dagniif of thdf 
^7^ Empire «• 

soiymaiitbe Almost at thc fame time, Sdymait theMag« 
ItodlfSr hificent, one of the moft acccomplilhed, enten 
Ottoman jpri^ing, and viftorious of the Turkifli princes^ 
a conilant and formidable rival to the Empero^i 
afcended the Ottoman throne. It was the pccu^ 
liar glory of that period to produce the moft 
iUuftrious monarchs, who have at anj one time 
appeared in Europe. Leo, Charles, Francis^ 
Henry and Solyman were esich of them poflefled 
of talents which would have rendered any agp 
wherein they happened to flouriih, confpicuoiis. 
But fuch a conftellation of great princes Ihed 
uncommon luftre on the fixteenth century. In 
every conteft, great power as well as great libili* 
ties were fet in oppofition ; the efforts of valour 
and conduft on one fide^ counterbalanced by 
an equal exertion of the fame qualities oq the 
other, not only occafioned fuch a varitty of 
events as renders the hiftory of that period in^ 
terefting, but ferved to check the exorbitant 
progrefs of any of thofe princes, and to prevent 
their attaining fuch pre*eminence in power as 
would have been fatal t<rthe liberty and hap- 
pinefs of mankind. 

s Hartman. Mauri Relatio Coroaat. Car. V* ap. GoldalU 
Pbliu Imperial. Fraac. 1614. fol. p. #64. 
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The firft aft of the Emperor's adminiftratiort 
was to appoint a Diet of the empire to be held ,-2^^ 
at Worms on the fixth of January, brie thou- ^*** ^*^^ 
fand five hundred and twenty-one. In his cir- wormu 
cular letters to the different princes, he informed 
them, that he had called this aflernbly in order 
to concert with them the moft proper meafures 
for checking the prOgrcfs of thofe ne^ and 
dangerous opinions, which threatened tadifturb 
the peace of Germany, and to overturn th^i 
religion of their anceftors. 

' Charles had in view the opinions which had Rife of the 
been propagated by Luther and his difciples ^^™•- 
fince the year one thouOihd five hundred and 
feventeen. . As thefe led to that happy re- 
forination in religion which Tefciied one part of 
Europe* fironi the papal yoke, mitigated its 
rigour in the other, and produced a revolution 
in the fentiments of mankind, the greateft as 
wiell as tine iiioft beneficial th^ has happened 
fmcethe pi^licadon of Cfariftianity, not only the 
events which at firft gave birth to fuch opinions, 
but the caufes which rendered their prog^cTs fo 
rapid and. fuccefsful, deferve to be considered 
with minute attention. 

To overturn a fyftem of religbus belieJF 

founded on ancient and deep*rooted prejudices. 

Vol. 11. I fupported 
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Supported by power, and defended Ivith no lefs 
^i^2or ft^t than induftry ; to cftablifh in its rppm doc* 
tcincs of th^ moft contrary genius and tendency ; 
and to accomplifli ^11 thiis, not by e3U:ernal vio- 
lence or the force of irms, are operations which 
hi^orians the Icaft prone to credulity and fuper- 
ftifeion, muft afcribe to that Divine Providehce 
which, with infinite eaft, can bring about events 
which to human fagacity appear impoflife'k. The 
ifl^erpofition of Heaven in favouroftheChriftian 
religion at its firft publication, was manifefted 
by miracles and prophecies wrought and uttered 
in confirmation of it^ -And tbough none of the 
reformers poiSeifed, !or pretended to ppfft^ 
tEeie fupernatural gifcs, yet that WDO(|cr£iil ppe- 
paratioq of circumftances wluch difpofed the 
minds of men for receiving thqndoAriDSSy tha« 
lingular combit\actoiT of c^ufes whicb Coc^amd^ 
theirfuccefs, and eniablqdxnen^ deftkuts ofpowgr 
and ofpoj^cy, tp triumph oy^tbofenshoeBi^. 
ployed^ bath ^gmnft tbem, ma|i be xxuifideiledr/ 
as OQ flight ppoof tJitat iht &m&.likn^': which 
planted ^he Obriftiatt; riligiq^, pKotseAed th&ne- . 
formed faitihv atld reared it,' jfrom btgirinings 
extremely feeble, to 4in amazing d^t^ee* o# 
ftrength and maturity. 

FromiBcon. 'l^ was ftom cailfes, feemmgly fortiiitoAs, 
giaoinss. and from a fource very mconfideriWe, that in 

3 ' • th« 
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the mighty cffefts of the Reformation &6v^td. 
Leo X. when raifed to the papal throne, foufld ""TsioT 
the rcvenuesof the church exhaufted by thcvaft 
projedis of his two ambitious predeceflbrs, Akx* 
ander VL and Julius II. His- own tenfiper^ 
naturally liberal and enterprizingi rendered hiiOQ 
incapable of that fever e and. patient oBCondiny 
wTiicK tlie fituatiohof his finances recjuiced. .On 
tlie contrary, his fchemes for * aggrandizing, th^ 
fariiily of iV^edici, his love . of fplcndour, his 
tailic'for pieafure, and his magnificence in. re- 
warding men' df genius, inVoli^ed him daily in 
hew expenciefs 5 in order to provide a fund for 
which, he tried every device, that the fertile 
invention of priefts had fallen upon,- to drain the 
cred^ulous multitude. Among otfier^, he had ^^f-?f.^ 
recourfe to a fale of Jnaulgences. According to pnWiftea 
tlie' doftrine of the Romifli church, all the good ' 
works'of tlie Saintis, over and above thofe which 
v^fere neccflarjr towards tlieir' bwa juftifiicationi 
aifeHepofitcd^ togetlief with' the infinite, ments 
tt Jt(us CHrift, in one inexhauftib*le treafuryi 
^i^ keys of thisVwefe'committed to .^t. Peter 
^tid to his fticceflbrs 'the I*opes, whamay opqjij 
il' at pieafure^ and by transferring a portioo oi 
this riiperabuhdant merit to any particular perX 
fo&; fo^ a funr of rfibney, may convey to him 
either the pardon of his owafinft^i or a'Mdafe 
for any one in whon^h^ i^lm«r^fty| from' the 

I 2 pains 



ii6 THE REIGN OF THE ^ 

Book ir. pains of purgatory. Such indulgences were 
,-20. firft invented in the eleventh century by Urban 
U. as a recompence forthofe who went in perfbn 
-upon the meritorious enterprize of conquering 
the Holy Land. They' were afterwards granted 
io ihofe who hired a foldier f or that purpofe ; and 
In pfocefs of time were beftqwed on fuch as gave 
money ibr arcomplifhing any pious work en- 
joined by the pope**. Julius II. liadbeftowed 
Indulgences on all who contributed towards 
building the church of St. Peter at Rome •, and 
as Leo was carrying on that magnificent and ex; 
penfive fabrick, his gfant was founded on the 
fame pretence *. . 

So coBdaa- The right of promulgating oi thefe Indulr 
jeneraipf-, genccs in Germany, together with a fhare in the 
profits arifing frbni the. fale of thcmi was granted 
to Albert, eleftpr of Metz arid archbifhop of 
Magdeburg, whoi as Kis chief agent for retail- 
ing them in Saxony, employed Tetzcl, a I^otni- 
frican friar,* of licentious morals, but of an 
aSbive fpirit, and remarkable for his noify and 
popular eloquence. He^ aftiftcd by the mopks. 
#f his order, executed th^ commiffioji with 
great zeal ahdfuccefs, but with' little difcietion 

or decency 5 and though by magnifying excef- 

r/- ' ' ' :..>.<•' 

v * Hiftorjr of Afr Council of Trent, hy F. Paul, p/^: ' ' 
^ PaUvic. Hii|.9o^,T«i(ient.p^4. , - 
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Cvely the benefit of their indulgences ^ and Book II. 
by di^pofing of them at a very low price, they 
carried on for fome time an extenfive and lucra-i 
tive traffick among the credulous multitude, the. 
extravagance of their aflertions, as well as the 
irregularities in their conduft, came at laft to, 

give 

f • 

^ As tlic form of thefe Indulgences, acd tfic benefits . 
wjjich they were fuppofed to* convey, arc unknown in pro- 
teilant countries, and little underflood, at prefent, in feve- 
ral places wJ\pre the Roman catholick religion is eftablifhcd, 
I have, for the information of my readers, tranflated the 
form of abfolution ufed by Tetzel. ** May our Lord Jefus 
Chrift have mercy upon thee, and abfolve thee by the merits 
of his moft holy paffion. And I by his authority, that of 
his bleflcd apoftles Peter and Paul, and of the moft holy 
Pop^f granted and committed to me in tliefc parts, do ab- 
folve thee, £r& from all eccleiiaftical cenfures in whatever 
manner they have been incurred, and then from all thy 
fins, tranfgreflions, and excedes, how enormous focver they 
may be, even from fuch as are refcrved for the cognizance 
of the holy fee, and as far as the keys of the holy church 
extend, I remit to you all puniihment which you deferve in 
Purgatory on their accoitnt, and I reflore you tp the holy 
facraments of the church, to the nnity of the faithful^ and 
to that innocence and purity which you pofleiTed at baptifm, 
fo that when you die the gates of puniihment (hall be ihut, 
and the gates of the paradife of delight ihall be opened^ 
and if you (hall not die at prefent this grace fhall remain 
in full force when you are at the point of death. In the 
name of the Father^ and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Gboft." Seckend* Comment* lib. i. p. 14, 

The terms in which .Tetzel and his afibciates defcribcd 
the benefits of Indulgences, and the neoeffity of purchafing : 
thejPA are fo extravagant, that they appear to be almoft in- 
I 3 credible* 
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civc general offence. Jhjp princes and nobles 
were Irritated at feeing their yaflals draiaied of 
(o much wealth, in order to replenifli the trea» 
fury of a profufe ponpff. Men of piety regretted 
the delufion of the people;, who b^ing taught 
to rely for the pardon of their fins on the In* 
d^ulgences which they purchafed, did not think 
it incumbent on the^m either to abound in faith, 
9r to prf dife holineis. Even the ipojt pntbink- 

crf<}ible. If iiny man (faid they), piirchafcs letters of Iii« 
diligence, fcis foul may reft fccurc with rc§)ca to its^ftlv^* 
tioB. The foals confined in purgatory , fpr whofe re4ein9« 
tipB Indulgence^ ^e purchafec]* as fooi^ as the inpi^^ tii^Ues 
in the chcft, ioftantly efcap*; frpna* that place of torment, 
«nd afcend into heaven* That the efficacy of Indulgences 
WfS fo great, tl^at the n^oft heinous fins, even if one iboald 
vio^te (which was impo^ble) the Mother of God, wqoU 
be remitted and expiatec) by them, and the perfim be freed 
both from puni(hment and guilt. That this was the on- 
fpeakable gift of God, in order to reconcile men to him* 
felf. That the crofs eredled by the preachers of indulgen- 
ces, was as efiieacious as tjie crofs of Chrifl itfelf. Lo ! 
the heavens are open ; if you enter not now, when will yoa 
enter f For twelve-peoce you may redeem the foui of yoor 
father out of purgatory ; and are you fo ungrateful, that 
yau will not refcue your parent from torment f If you had 
bat one coat, you ought to ilrip yo^yrfelf inilantly, and fell it, 
in orde^ to purchafe ' fuch benefits, Scd. Thefe, and many 
fuch extravagant expreffions, are iele^d out of Luther's 
works by Chemnitius in his Examen Concilii Tridentini 

^ apud. Herm« Yonder. Hardt. Hiit Liter. Reform, pars iv. 
p. 6. The fame author has publKhed federal of TetzeFt 

^ Difcourfiis, which prove that thefe expieffions wew neither 
(ogi^lsur n,ox exaggecaici)* Ibidk p. ^« 



ibg vw?W ftbcked^ it *S Ycatftl^ft's bfeBfi>i6UfJ JciokJT. 
of T^tzel an* his aAbdiktcs,- ^tib 6f»n fquah-^ ' r 526.' 
dcredinidhrtjMfcefcTrrefs, gamtrfg a^d' l:o\V debali- 
ihery^* thofe ftrtfts whicli ^we pfotrfly bcft^oWfed 
in hoptsr ctf bbbrining eKfnfit feppiridfsr 5 ahd 
all bcgafn tb wi(H' that forte cheek were giv^W 
ttrthb^c^mm^cci noleft'detrimtfrital tttfotiety* 
diah' deftroftive tonreHgiofli 

^ucH was the favourable jundSure, and fo Firdippear- 
difpofed wefe the minds of his countrymen to thcr, and 
iKlch to His'difcburfes, whtn Martin Luther firfl: ur. 
begin to call in querfioh th'eei^cacy of Indul- 
gt^rtcfe^; aiici to decUim' agairift the vicious lives 
indfalfe doCtniies of the'perfoits employed 'iii' 
pfdfftu'lgdtiitg'th'eHl, He was a riafiveo'f Eiflebeh 
lit Sarorty; and though born of poor parents, 
Batf rfefcef^ed-a^l^rned education; during the' 
jifbgfefs of ^ Mrhteh lir g^vf rilkny indications of 
trrt^oihttlo'ri vigbuf ancl actiteneis of genius'; .A$ 
hr^ ririntl was naturally fufceptiblS of ferious 
iftipi-eflibrfsv atid: tiridttived with fomewhat of 
tAit relr^oVis*mMlrieh6l^'\(^hich defights lA^the 
ftJHtiide'ahd d^vbtlotf of a* mbriaftick' life, he* 
rttBrerf'iritb a^cd'hVentof AaguIWnian friars, arid 
irtl31otfrfflfi?fi/ig*'th^intr6atiesof his parents to 
df^ttrt* hirh* frbtt* what he tHoUgh't his duty to' 
God, he affumcd the habit of that order. ThWe' 
he acquired great reputation, not only for piety, 

I 4 but 
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Book II. but for his loyc of . knowledge, and unwearied 
1520, application to ftudy He had been taught the. 
fcholaftic philotbphy and theology which we» 
then in vogue by very able mafters, and wanted 
not penetration to comprehend all the niceties 
and diftindions with which they abound ; but 
his underftanding, naturally found, andTuperior 
to every thing frivolous, foon became difgufl:ed> 
with thefe fubtile and uninftrudtivre fciences, 
and fought for fome more folid foundation of 
knowledge and of piety in the holy fcriptures. 
Having found a copy of the Bible, which lay 
negledled in the library of his monaftery, he 
abandoned all other purfuits, and devoted him- 
felf to the ftudy of it, with fuch eagernefs and 
affiduity, as aftonilhed the monks, who were 
little accuftomed to derive their theological 
notions from that fource. The great progrefs 
which he made in this' uncommon courfe of 
ftudy, augmented fo much the fame both of his 
fanftity and of his learning, that Frederick, 
Eledor of Saxony, having founded an univerfity 
at Wittemberg on the Elbe, the place of his 
refidence, Luther was chofen firft to teach phi- 
lofophy, and afterwards theology there, and. 
difcharged both offices in fuch a manner, that 
be was deemed the chief ornament of that, 
fpciety, 

Whiw 
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While Luther was at tKc height of his repu- Book IL 
tation and authority, Tetzcl began to publifh ,^20; 
Indulgences in the neighbourhood of Wittenn- SefaTiV 
berg, and to afcribe to them the fame imaginary in^uigenew, 
virtues, which had, in other places, impofed on 
the credulity of the people. As Saxony wj.a 
not more cnlightenied than the other provinces 
of Germany, Tetzel met with prodigious fuc- 
cefs there. It was with the utmoft concern, 
that Luther beheld the artifices of thofe who 
fold, and the fimplicity of thofe who bought. 
Indulgences. The opinions of Thomas Aquinas 
and the other fchoolmen, on which the doftrine 
of Indulgences was founded, had already loft 
much of their authority wich him ; and the 
Scriptures, which he began to confider as the 
great ftandard of theological truth, afforded no 
countenance to a pradicc, equally fubverfive 
of faith and of morals. His warm and impe« 
tuous temper did not fuffer him long to con- 
ceal fuch important difcoveries, or to continue 
a filent fpedator of the delufion of his country- 
men. From the pulpit in the great church of 
Wittemberg he inveighed bitterly againft the 
irregularities and vices of the monks who pub- 
lifhed Indulgences ; he ventured to examine the 
dodtrines which they taught, and pointed out to* 
the people . the danger of relying for falvation 
upon any other means than thofe appointed by 

God 
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?ooK ». God. in h}9^ wdvd. The boMnofe sad novdtfVof 
1520* tfiefe opinions dftw grtat attention^ afnd being 
reconafmended by the a'u'tliority of Luther'rf pfeiu 
ibnal chftr&£t«r, aAd delivered with a populac< 
aad perfuative eloquence, nhey itiade a deep ini^ 
preflion on his hearers. Encouraged by thb 
favourable reception of his doArintis among the 
people, he wrote to Albert, el'eftor of M^ta^ 
and archbilhop of Magdeburgh, to whoie;juf if* 
didion that part c^ Saxony was* fubje£^ and 
renoonftrated warmly againft the fdlfe* opinioDs 
as well as wkked lives of the preachers of indul« 
gences; but he found that prelate too dee^ 
inttirefted in their fuccefs to correct theii* abiifetw 
His next attempt was to gain the fuffrage oi 

jSSSf** men of learning- For this purpofe he pub- 
lt(hed: ninety«five thefes, containirrg his ftrittis 
ments with regard to Indulgences. Thefb be 
propofed, not aa^ pokitsfully eftabliftitdi of* of 
undoubted certadAty,- but-as fubjeds of inq^uifjr 
anddiijputacion v he appointed a day,^ o^ Which 
the learned were invited to inapugn them mher 
in perfon, or by writing ; to die whole he tdtr^ 
joined folemn proteftiitions of hid hagh r€^>eift 
for the apoftolick fee^ and of im implicit (nbi 
nuiTion to its a«ithortti^» Nb of]f>one]lt ap|>ear^ 
at the tin>o prcfix^^i th^ thtefe& fpread oveb 
Qermaivy ^itl| aAonifliing i^a^dity^ they were 
v^^' wicb the grdatoft cagernds^^ and t ailri adu 

mired 
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mirt^ the fecrldfi^fs of the mw who h^d ventured 
QQC only jtQ c^U \a que^ion xhff plenkid^^f papal 
pow^r, but to attack the Donainicans, armed 
with ^U the terrors of ioq^iiiifip^ul authority \ 




I5S0* 



The Friars of St. Auguftine, Luther's own SvppmtH 
OfdcTt though addiftcd with oq kf$ obfcquiouf- Jdcr? ^^^ 
t^^b than the other mo;i^ick fraiiersiqks to the 
g^pal lee, gave no check to t^ publication of 
tbeie unpoyQ[vnK)n Qpinions> Luther had by his 
pi^y and learning acq;uired eiitraordinary au- 
thority ^WQBg hia brethren ; he profefTed the 
l^gheft rcigard for the authority of the Pope ; 
h)s pr<)feQiop^ were at; that time iincere; and as 
a fi;crn ^^tnityf excited by tntereft or emula- 
fififky fubftft)! ^QQQng all tbo mofiaftick orders in 
t^ Romi(b cbur<:h» the Avguflimians were 
highjiy pteafed.wiih his iove&iTes againft the 
IXQinii^sws» and hoped to fee them expofed to 
the; hatred 4nd fii^oj^n of the people* ,Nor was 
la^ fov^ej^. the l^li^Qr oi Saaroay, the wi&ft 
pr^lc? ^fi that timp in Qer many^t difiadsficd with 
tl^ qbflxui^ioni which I^ilhgr tj^om ia tttf way 
oi$ the pubdication of indu]g(^c^ He fecsetly 
ttffms^, the attempt, aod flattered himfelf 

iLntWi Op^ra Jen»« 1^12^ vd. u pueftt. ^, p« s. 664 
Hift; of Counc. of Trent by F. Paul. p. 4^ Seckend. Com. 
Apol. D. 16, 

that 
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that this difpute among the Ecclefiaftics them- 
"^J^^ feivcs, might give fomc check to the cxaAions 
of the court of Rome, which the fecular princes 
had long, though without fuccefs, been endea- 
vouring to oppofe. 

detvowto Many zealous champions immediately arofc 
wHifate iQ defend opinions on which the wealth and 
power of the church were founded, againft 
LuthcPs attacks. In oppofition to thefe thcfes, 
Tetzel publiflied counter-thefes at Francfort on 
the Oder; Eccius, a celebrated Divine of Augf- 
burg, endeavoured to refute his notions ; and 
Prierias, a Dominican friar, mailer of the facred 
palace and Inquifitbr-general, wrote againft him 
with all the virulence of a fcholaftick difputant. 
But the manner in which they conduced the 
controverfy^ did little fervice to their caufe. 
Luther attempted to combat Indulgences by 
arguments founded in reafon, or derived from 
fcripture ; they produced nothing in fupport of 
them but the fentiments of fchoolmen, the con- 
clufions of the canon law, and the decrees of 
Popes", The decifion of judges fo partial and 
intefcfted, did not fatisfy the people, who began 
to call in queftion the authority even of thefe 
venerable guides, when they found them ftand«^ 

■ F. Paul, p. 6, Scckcnd, p. 40, Palavic. p. S. 

ing 
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ing in direft oppofition to xht diftatcs of rcafon, Book ![•■ 
and the determinations of the divine law".* 

■ Seckend. p. 30, 

* Guicciardini has aiTerted two things with regard to 
fhe firft promulgation of Indulgences: . 1. That Leo be« 
flowed a gift of the profits ariiing from the fale of Indul- 
gence! in Saxony, and the adjacent provinces of Germany, 
upon his filler Magdalen, the wife of Francefcetto Cibo, 
Gqick lib. 13. i68« 2. That Arcemboldo, a Genoefeec- 
defiafikk, who had been bred a merchant, and Hiil retained 
all the arts of that prbfeffion, was appointed by her to col- 
led the iBoney which, ihould be raifed. F» Paul has fol- 
lowed- him in both thefe particulars, and adds, that the 
Aoguftinians in Saxony had been immemoriaily employed 
in .preaching Indulgences; but that Arcemboldo and his 
deputies, . hoping to gain more by committing this truft to 
the Domimcans, hftd made their bargain with Tetzel, and 
tjby^ Luther was prompted at itril to oppcic Tetzd and his 
aflpciatefj by a defire of taking revenge for this injury of- 
fered to his order. F. Paul, p. $• Almoft all the hiflo- 
nans iince their time, popifli as well as protellant, have. 
Without examination, admitted theie aAertions to be true 
npon their authority. But notwithftanding the concurring 
teftimdny of two authors fo eminent both f6r ex^flne/s and 
veracity, we may obferve, 

I. That Felix Cohtolori, who fearched the pontifical 
afchfviefs tff purpofe, could not Und this pretended grant in* 
any ot thole regiAers whire it mull n^etfarlTy have been, 
recdl'ded^. Palav. p. 5.-^2. That the profits arifing from 
Indulgences in Saxony and the aldjacent . cbuhtries, . had been 
granted' not to Magdalen, but to Albert archbifhqp of 
M€ntz, Who had the' right of nominating thbfe who puB^ 
liihe'd them. Seek. p. li'. Luth. Opef. u prsef. p. i.. 
Pktiiv. p. 6.— -3. That Arcemboldo never hitd concern in the^ 
pi^bllcatiOii of Iddidgtnces in Saxonf; ' &&^dif{ria was 

Flandera 
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Meanwhile, thefe novelties in Luthe/sddd* 
Z^[^ trines which in tereftcd' dll Germany, excited 
The court Uttlc attention and no alarm in the court of 

of Rome at 

firft difre- Rome. Leo, fond of elegant and refined plea* 
thcr. fures, intent upon gre^t fcbemes of poKcy^- a 

Flanders and the Upper and Lower Rhiae, Seek; p^ %j^ 
Palav« p. 6* — 4* That Luther and his adherents never 
mention this grant of Leo's td hisi fifter, though a ciretttbi 
fance of which they could kird\y baVe been ignoraht, and 
which they would have be<m cai-eful not tb ftipprefs.*— «(; 
' The publkanon of Indulgenae^ in' Gtittiyalhy; Wa«* xibV ilftt^ 

Mj cQimmitted to the AoguftiiiiaAi. Tlie pt<6nn]ljgatloik 
of them at three difFerent peHdds* under Julius IL was 
granted to the Fraittircans ; tbe Dic>ininieaf»' had been eiii^ 
ployed' in- the iame office » ihOrf time before' dhe ffrdeiit 
period. FataAr. p. 46^— '6. 'Bhe pmniulgation of thbfe Itai 
dtilgenee^^ wlach firflr exciied< iuthi^'s iifdlgntttfoiM 1^1 
entrofied ta the.archbiihop of Mehtz^ ii» conjdb^otsirilh 
the guardian of the^Francifeaniv; 1>at the* latter Kavingf; de^ 
clined accepting of that traft, dt» fole right became' vested 
In the archhiihop. Palav. &. S^k. 16, 17. — 7. :LiidKet 
was not initiated by his fiipexiorr among the Augnftiniaoi 
tb attack the bbminlcans their rivals, or to depreciate la*^ 
dulgences becaufe they were promulgated by them ; his 
oppofition ta their opinions and- vices proceeded fram^ more 
laudable motives. Seek. p« is. 32.. Lutheri Opera it 
p« 64. 6. 8. A diploma^of Indulgences is pnbliihed t^Herou 
Yonder Hardt,- frpm which- it ajppj|ars, that riie name of 
the guardian of the FraiKifcans is retained together witk 
that of the archbiihop» although the ,fonn^r did. not a& 
The limits of the country to wbich their commiiBons ex->' 
tend^,.viz. the'dij^fes. of>MqnJ:z,„ Magdeburg, ^a^ber* 
itadt, .and 'the* territories of t|^e ^^qjiis ^of Brandenburgbfli 
are mentioned in that diplom^ HiiL LkeiaBia Reformat^ 
pjursiv* p. I4« 

ftranger 




EMPEROR CHARLES V* 

ftranger to theological eonirovcrfies, and apt to 
dtfpik them, regarded with the utmoft indif- "TsIiT 
ference the operations of an bbfcure Friar, who^ 
in the heart of Germany, carried on a fcholaftick 
difputation in a barbarous ftyle. Little did'he 
apprehend, or Luther himfelf dream, that th« 
cfFcds of this quarrel would be fo fatal- to the 
papal fee. Leo imputed the whole to monaftick 
mmity and emulation, and feemed inclined not 
to interpo/e in. thei contefli ban to allow tke 
Auguftimans anfd Dormnicahs co wrangle- ^i>out 
the mdtler witj^theii^ ufnaat) animofity* 

T?WL SoUcli^om^ howtwcv ofLuthfci^s.ad- The^refRfi 
vfjffanies, «M4^qra«ccl to.aa Wjgb d^rw by then Jii^'' 
hoUoj^fs andtltyerifiy wkk wJbicii he nivndr: 
vtifttd an ibek^iffriAbign togetlteir wkhfibe &»> 
f^ifing pnogrefe. whtch hi^ Gjpidom m^de ta 
dif&3!;qtpart6io£:Geiunaay^T(iof(xlAat If (L the 
aiMKiim '^6i che- court ofi Rotncy and obliged 
Ileoaa tat|e-tfioafiuts for>di6 fecuvity xif::tfae;i 
chuvch ag4inft>6rri atta^kf thiat nowappeai^ IM^ ' 
{^k^ tb he d^ibd<. Fbv thi& end, h6 fum- He St ftm. 
mdiiAld liuA^*«) appeauat^Sbgino^ withki fi*tf !IJ^^ 
da^. befcfc-tlieaucffitor of the chamber, aad^ ^^^-^^ 
th<t fkDAe Pr^as: Wh6 ^# written agaiAft hiti)^ 
wft^ki he eihpowensd tO" €xdmi)ie^ bis^^6lji^in<8t 
alKl to deitldier confi^mkig tlleM. " H«-wroee, at 
the 6me' f^isok^^'w tht MSEbn*^ of Sttc^y^ tte<^ 

• ' ^11^' fccching 
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B90K II, fceching him not to protcft a man whofe here- 
tical and prophane tenets were, fo fhocking to 
pious cars ; and enjoined the Provincial of the 
Auguftinians to check by his authority the ra(h- 
nefs of an arrogant mo^k, which brought dif- 
• grace upon the order of St. Auguftine, and gave 
offence and diftut^ncc to the whole chqrph. 

The Pope From the ftrain of thefe letters, as well as 
Ms legate from the nomination of a judge fo prejudiced* 
ZoLa^f. and partial as Prierias, Luther eafily faw what 
fentencc he might cxpefl: at Rome. He dif- 
covered, for that reafon, the utmoft folicitude, 
to have his caufe tried in Germany, and before 
a Icfs Jufpeftcd tribunal. The profeffors in the 
uriivcrfity of Wittembergi anxious for the fafety 
of a man who did for much honour to their' 
fociety, wrote to the Pope^ and after employing; 
feyeral pretexts to ie:|ccijjfe. LaJt?her from; appear- 
ing at Rome, inireattdXeoito cotnmit the exa- 
mination cif hisi ddftrines to fome perfons of 
leai:9iDg and authority" in Germany. The Efec- 
. ,tQi" requcfted the fame yhing of the Pope's legate 
at. the diet qf Augfburg-i an4 <V -Luther Wm- : 
felf, who, at that ^jnpke, wa? fo. fat; from having 
any intention to .^ifel^w? .the, papal .^pthority,. 
that he did not .evcBvept^rfain the fmallcft fuf- ^ 
picion concerning its^divine originaI,.had written 
to Leo a moft fubn^ifiive letter, piromifii^ an 

unreferved 
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tinrefcrvcd compliance with hb will, the Pope Book U. 
gratified them fo far as to empower his legate ^ ijfo^ 
in Germany, cardinal Cajctani a Dominican, 
eminent for fcholaftick learning, and paflionatcljr 
devoted to the Roman fee, to hear and determine 
riic cjiufe. 

Luther, though hehadgopdreafon toieclipe L«thertp- 
a judge chofen among his avowed adverfaries,did ^J]^u7 
not hefitatc about appearing before Cajetan, 
and having obtained the Emperor's fafe-con- 
du£t, immediately repaired to Augfburg. The 
Cardinal received him with decent rcfpeft, and 
^ endeavoured at firft to gain upon him by gentle 
treatment: But thinking i^ beneath the dignity 
.of his ftation to enter into any formal dilj)utc 
with a pcrfon of fuch inferior rank, he required 
him, by virtue of the apoftolick powers wfth 
which he was clothed, toretraft the errors which 
he had uttered with regard to Indulgences, and 
the nature of faith ; and to abftain^ for the 
future, frona the publication of new and dan- 
gerous opinions. Luther, fully perfuaded of 
the truth of his own tenets, and confirmed in 
the belief of them by the approbation which 
. they had met with among perfons confpicuous 
. both for their learning and piety, was furprized 
.;at this abrupt mention of a recantation, before 
any endeavours were ufed to convince him that 
Vol Ah K he 
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he was miftaken. He had flatterdd himfclf^ 
that in a conferenoe eoncd^ning the ^ohM:^ in 
difpute; with a prdatt of fuch diftinguHhed 
abilities, he would be able to remove many of 
tfaofe .imputations with which the ignorance 6c 
malice of his antagonifts had loaded him; btit 
the high tone of authority that the Cardinal 
aflumed, extinguifhed at once all h<ffSds of this 
kind, and cut off every profped of advatrttage 
Hit intfepid 'from the inter^w. His native intftipidity of 
behaviour. ^.^^^ howcvfer, did not defert him. He de- 
clared, with the utmoft firmnefs, thtft he cooM 
not, with a fafe cbnfcience, renounce opiniof^s 
'which he believed to be true; nor fhould any 
confideration ever induce him to do what Would 
be fo bafe in itfclf, and fo dffenlive to <jOii. 
^t the fame time, he continued to exprcfs rfo 
lefs reverence thun formerly for the authbri)!y 
of the apoftolick fee^; he fignified his willing- 
' nefs tofubmit the whole controvcrfy to eert'aih 
•univerfities which he named, and prdmi^ 
neither to write nor to preach concerning Indnl* 
gences for the future, provided his adverfaritt 
were likewife ehjoined to be filent with ttCpt& 
to them p. All thefe oters Cajetan difregard^d 
or rejeded, aiid ftiti infifted peremptorily on a 

- fimple recantation, threatening him with ecck* 
'fiaftical cenfures, and forbidding him to appear 

- ^ Luth. Oper. vol. i^p* i6.4« ' IbM, p^^ i6^. 
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-again in his prcfencd, Utticfs he rcfolvcd inr 
ftanriy to comply with what he had required. ,-^^- 
This haughty' and violent manner of proceed-^ 
ing^ as well as other circumftances, gave Lu- 
ther's friends fuch ftrong 1-eafons to fufpeA, that ' 
•ven the Imperial fafe-conduft would not btf 
able to prdtcdt him from the* legate's power and; 
refentment, that they prevailed on him to with- 
draw fecretiy from Auglburg^; ^nd to returii t6 ^ 
his own country. But before his departure, ' 
according to a form of which ' tHere had been 
fomc examples, he prepared a fo.lcmn appeal, '^ His tppetf. 
froip the Fope^ iji-informcd at ijiiat time concern-]^ 
ing hi$ cauie, to the Pope, when he flioiild r6-^ 
cciye morc/^\l information with refpedl to it^ ' , 

C A JETA?^^ enraged atLutber's abrupt retreat, hc is fup- 
aqd at the publication of his appeal, wrqte to \^;*^^^^, 
the Elc^Qf of Saxony, complaining of bpth; ofsaxooy. 
and requiring him, as he regarded the peace 
of the church, or the authority of its head, 
cipher to fend tbiit ,f<?4itious monk a prifoner to 
'R^qw^ pr. to ^}^Ih him put pf his territories. 
1$ w^ijpjtfrppj tbcoloj^cal confiderations that 
lH'^^y:\L h^d Jxith^rto cpppten^nccd Luther ^ 
l^j^i^cms to Mvc been mRcb a^ftfap^er to cpn- 
troverfies of that kind, and to have been little 

4 Sleid. Hi((^ of Reform. p« 7. Secketid. p. 4;. Luth. 
OpcrJ. 163. 
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interefted in them. His proceftioii flowed aU 
moft entirely, as hath been already obferved, . 
from political motives, and was afforded with 
great fecrecy and caution. He had heither heard . 
any of Luther's difcourfes, nor read any of his 
books ; and though all Germany refounded with 
Ills fame, he had never once admitted him into 
his prefence'. fiut upon this dethand which 
il^c Cardinal .made, it became neceflary to throw 
off" fomewhat of his former referve. He had 
been, at great eicpence, and had bellowed much 
attention on founding a new univerfity, an obje6b 
of confiderabte importance to every German 
prince; and forfcfeeihg how fatal a blow thel 
removal of Luther wbuld be to its reputation % 
he, under various pretexts, and with many pro- 
fefllons of eAeem for the Cardinal, as well as 
, of reverence for the Pdpe, not only declined 
complying with either of his requefts, buu 
openly difcovered great concern for Luther** 
fafety*. 

Motive* ef The inflexible tigovtH with which Cajetan in- ' 

cond^!**' fifl:ed on a fimple recantation, gave jgreat oflTencc 

to Luther's followers in that age, and hath fince 

been cenfured as imprudent, by feveral Popifli 

writers. But it Was impofllble for the legate t0 

' Seckend. p. 27. Skid. Hid. p. 12.. ' Seckend^ 

p. 59» / Sleid. Hifl. p. lo. Lath Oper« it I7l, 
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aft another part. , The judges before whom Book If. 
Luther had been required to appear at Rome, ijjo. 
were fo eager to difplay their zeal agakft his- 
errors, that, without waiting for the expiration 
of the fixty days allowed him in the citation, 
they had already condemned him as an here-' 
tick". Leo had, in feveral of his brieves and 
letters, ftigmatized him as a child of iniquity, 
and a man given up to a reprobate fenfe. No- 
thing iefs, therefore, than a recantation could 
iavc the honour of the church, whofe maxim ic 
is, never to abandon the fni^lleft point that it 
has eftablifhed, and which is even precluded, by 
its pretenlions to infallibility, frofn having it in 
its power to do fo. 



lous 
fituatioA« 



Luther's fituation, meanwhile, was fuch ^s L„,jj„'t 
would have filled any other perfon with f he moft ^^l 
difquieting apprehenfions. He could not ex* 
peft that a princ? fo prudent and cautious as 
Frederick, would, on his account, fet at defiance 
the thunders of the church, and brave the papal 
power, which had crufhed fome of the moft 
powerful of the German Emperors. He knew 
what veneration was paid, at that time, to eccle* 
fiafticaldecifians; what terrors ecclefiafticaloen- 
(ures carried along with ^h^m, ah4 hpvir eafily 
(hefe might intimidate and ihalte a prince, ^ho 

•Ludi.Oper. i, i6|. 
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BUbK II. wall rather his prote&or from policy^ than his 

;5so« diiciple from convi&ion. If he ihould be ob^ 

liged to quit Saxony, he had no profpeft of any 

other afylum, and muft ftand expofed to what* 

ever puniihsient the rage or bigotry of his 

enemies could infli6i;. Though fenfible of his 

danger, he difcovered no fymptoms of timidi^ 

or remiflhefs, but continued to vindicate, his 

own condu£l and opinions, and to inveigh againfl; 

thofe of his advcrfaries with more vehemence 

than ever *. 

« 
Hcfppeth But as every ftep taken by the court of 

SittS**'* Rome, particularly the irregular fentence by 

which he had been fo precipitately declared a 

herctick, convinced Luther that Leo would foon 

proceed to the moil violent meafures againft 

him, he had recourfe to the only expedient in 

his power, in order to prevent the efffedt of thfc 

jpapal cehfures. He appealed to a general coun- 

Bl, which he affirmed to be the reprcfcntativ* 

bf thecatholick church, and fuperior in po^clr 

fo- the Pope, who being a falRble man, ittight 

trr, as St. Peter, the moft pcrfeft of hisprd(6> 

ceffors, had erred''. 

A sew bull h foon appeared, that Lmhcr Itadixot fbrmtfd 
ladQigenfcs. rafti conjedturcs concerning the intentions €(f thfc 

' Seckend. p. 59, r SIcid. Hifi. iz. datb. Oper. i. tjg. 
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$10(01^ chiirch. A bull, 6f a date prior tQhis 
appeal, was HC^fcd by the Pope, in which be ^Jz^ 
magaifies the virtue and. efficacy of Indulgence^,' 
ill termor a3 extravagant as any of his prede« 
cefloFS had ventured to ufe in the darkeft ages;. 
sEnd without applying fuch palliatives, or men* 
tioning fuch concpffions, as the jundure feenied 
to call for, he required aM Chriftians to aflfcnt. 
to what hQ delivered as the dodtrine of the 
Catholic church, and fubjeded thofc who (hould 
hold or teach any contrary opinion ^o the hca- 
vieft ecclefiaftical cenfures. ..• ' 

Among Luther's followers, this bull, which: Ma^imm- 
they confidered as an unjuftifiabie effort of the ^ii**!^^. 
Pope in order to prefcrve that rich branch of his *• ^'•^*^' 
revenue which arofe from Indulgences, pro- 
duced little effeft. But, among the reft of his 
countrymen, fuch a clear decifion of the fove- 
reigfi pontiff againft him, and enforced by focfa 
dfeadfui penalties, muft have been attended with 
eoniei^ueftces yery fatal to his caufe ^ if thefe 
had not bttn prevented in a great meafurc by 
flie death of the Emperor Maximilian, whom , 
both his priiieiples* and his intejeft prompted to >5i9^ 
foppOft the authority of the holy fee. In con^ 
fequtnee of this eVent, the vicariat of that part. 
of Getmany which is governed by the Saxoa 
taws, devolved to Iht Eleiftw of Saxony y and 
K 4 under 
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under the (helter of his friendly adminiftration,' 
j^^ Luther not only enjoyed tranquillity^ but his 
opinions were fufiered^ during the inter*regoum 
which preceded Ch^les's eleftion, to take root 
in different places, and to grow up to fonie de- 
gree of ftrength and firtntiefs. At the fame 
time, as the eleftion of an Emperor was a point 
more interefting to Leo than a theological con- 
troverfy, which he did not underftand, and of 
which he could notforefee the.confequences, he 
was fo extremely folicitous not to irritate a prince 
of fuch confiderable influence in the eledoral 
college as Frederick, that he difcovered a great 
unwillingnefs to pronounce the fentence of ex* 
communication againft Luther, which his adver- 
faries continually demanded with the moft cla* 
morous importunity. 

8ufpeaii6a To thcfc political views of the Popp, as well 
htl^^^^t^ as to his. natural avcrfion from fevere meafures, 
Luther. ^^ owing the fufpenfion of any further pror 
ceedings againft Luther for eighteen months. 
Perpetual negociations, however, in order to 
bring the matter to fome aitiicable iflbe, we^e 
carried on during that fpace. The manner in 
which thefe were condufled having given Luther 
many opportunities of obferving the corruption 
of the court of Rome i its obftuiacy in adher- 
ing to eftablilhed errors i and its indifference 

about 
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about truth« however clearly prDpoM^ or Book il; 
ftrongly proved, he began to utter fomc doubts ^'Tcao^ 
with regard to the divine original of the papal ^« ^f'^ 
authority. A publick difputation was held upon q>>«AM>ncht 
this important queftion at Leipfick, between tiwriiy. 
Luther and Eccius, one of his moft learned and 
formidable antagonifts ; but it was as fruitleHr 
and indecifive as fuch fcholaftick combats ufu^ 
ally prove. Both parties boafted of having ob* 
tained the viftory ; both were confirmed in their 
own opinions i and no progrefs was made to- 
yeards decidinj^ the point in controverfy '• 

Nor did thi;5 fpirit of mutiny a^ainft the doc- ReformB- 
irincs arid ufurpa^ion^ of the Romiih church g^iljjr^* 
break out in Saxony alone ; an at^acl^ no lefs 
fierce, and occafioned by the fame caufes^ was 
made upon tbcm about this time in Switzer- 
lahd* The Francifcans being entrufted with the 
promulgation of Indulgences in that country, 
executed their commifiion with the fame iiidilcre* 
tion and rapacioufnefs, which had rendered the 
Dominicans fo odious in Germany. They pro- 
ceeded, neverthelefs, with uninterrupted fuccels 
till they arrived at Zurich. There Zuinglius^ 
a man not inferior to Luther himfelf in zeal 
^nd intrepidity, ventured to oppole them^ and 
being animated with a republican boldnefs, and 

* La(h. Oper. i. 199. 
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fiboKiL fite fitkn tfaofe reftraints which fabjc<£tioa txi 
\^^ the will of a Prince impofad on the Geraian ro 
former^ he advanced with niore daring and rapid 
fteps to overturn the whole fabrick of the efta* 
bfli0[>ed religion** The appearance of fuch.a 
rigorous auxiliary, and the progrefs which he 
made^ was, at firlt, mauer of great joy to Lu- 
ther. On the other hand, the decrees of the uni- 
yerfities of Cologne and Louvain, which. pro«> 
SK>unced his opinions to be erroneous, afforded 
great caufe of triumph tp his adverfarie$. 

Lother'f BuT the undauntcd fpirit of Luther acquired 

Md pro* f^cfl^ vigour from every inftance of oppofition ; 
^^ and pufliing on his inquiries and attacks fronj 
one doftrine to another, he began to fhake the 
firmell foundations on which the wealth or 
power of the church were eftabliftied. Leo 
came at lad to be convinced, that ^1 iiopes of 
reclaiming him by forbearance were vain ; Jeve- 
ral prelates of great wifdom exclaimed no lef$ 
than Luther's perfonal adverfaries againd: the 
• pope's unprecedented lenity in permitting an 
incorrigible hcretick, who during the years had 
been endeavouring to fubycrt every thing fa^ 
Cred and venerable, ftill to remain within the 
tofom of the church ; the dignity of the papal 
fee rendered the mofi vigorous proceedings ne* 

• Sleld. Hif(« 22. Seckend. 59. 
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ce0ary ^the new Emperor> it was boped^ would Boo^ lU 
fupport its authority; nor did it ibfm probabk j.^o 
that the Eledor of Saxony would fo far fprget 
his u£ual caution, as to fct bunitlf in oppoiltioA 
to their united power. The colUge of car^inal^ 
was ofiea aflembkd, i^ order to prepare th9 
fentence. with due deliberation^ and the abkft 
canonifts were confulted how it ought be ex- 
prefied with uneieeeptioiuble formsdity. At laft^ buU or «. 
on the fifteenth of June, one thoirfaiid five hu«- ^7^*- 
dred and twenty, the bull, fo fatal to the church *^k^^"***°* 
of Rome, was ifiued. Forty-one pfdpofKiOns, 
extraded out of Luther's works, are therein con- 
demned as heretical, fcandalous, and offcnfi^ve 
to pious ears *, all perfons are forbidden to read 
his writings, upon pain of excommunication ; 
iuch as had any of them in their cuftody, are 
commanded to commit them to theilame$; he 
himfelf, if he did not, within fixty days, pubr 
Uckly recant his error3» and burn his hoob&, is 
pronouneed anobftinate heretick; iseKcommu^* 
nkatedf and delivered unto Satan for the d&> - 
ftruAion of hisfielh; and all fecular Princes, are 
required^ under pain of incurriiig the fame ce&r 
fixe,, to ieize his perfon^ that he might be pa* 
piOied as his crimes deferved^ 

TniBlhiblicfititmofthisbtin in Germany, ex- Theeieft 
cSked variouft ^ia%ons in dlfibrent plates. Lu- c^j, 

^ ?ihvip. tjm Luth* Oper. i. 433. 
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Boo^ tu tfacr^s adverfaries exulted, as if his party and 
i5t©, opinions had been crufhed at once by fuch a de- 
cifive blow. His followers, whofe reverence for 
the papal authority daily diminifhed, read Leo's 
anathennas with more indignation than terror. 
In fome cities, the people violently obftrufted 
the promulgation of the bull ; in others, the 
perfons who attempted to publifh it were infult* 
cd, and the bull itfclf torn in pieces, and trodr 
, den under foot ^ 

md ap«n This fentence, which he had Ibr fome time 

Nov. iV* expefted, did not difconcert or intimidate Luther. | 



After renewing his appeal to the general coun* 
cil, he publiibed remarks upon the bull of ex* 
communication ; and being now perfuaded that 
Leo had been guilty both of impiety and injuf- 
tice in his proceedings againft him, he boldly 
declared the Pope to be that man of fin, or 
Anti-chrift, whofe appearance is foretold in the 
New Teftament j he declaimed agaitift His ty- 
ranny and ufurpations with greater violence than 
ever } he exhorted all ehriftian Princes to ftiake 
off fuch an ignominious yoke ; and boafted • of 
his own happinefs in being marked out as the 
objeft of ecclefiaftical indignation, becaufe he 
had ventured to affcrt the liberty of mankind. 
Nor did he confine his (^ypreffions jof contempt 

' S^ckedd«p. ii6» # 
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fyrtht papal power to words alone i Leo hayingi^ 
1(1 execution of the bull, appointed Luther's ^.^q. 
books to be burnt at Rome, he, by way of reta- 
liation, afiembled all the profeflbrs and ftudents 
in the univerfity of Wittgmberg, and with great 
pomp, in prefencc of af^aft multitude of fpcda- 
tors, cad: the volumes of the canon law, toge- 
ther with the bull of excommunication, into the 
flames ; and his example was imitate(^in feveral 
cities of Germany. The manner in v«(hich he 
juftified this adion, was flill more ofFenfiye than 
the aAion itfclf. Having collefted from the ca- 
non lawfome of the mofl: extravagant propontions 
with regard to the plenitude and omnipotence 
of the Pope's power, zs well as the fubordina- 
tion.of . all fecular jurifdiftion to his authority,, 
he publiihed thefe with a commentary^ pointing 
out the impiety of fuch tenets, and their evident 
tendency to ;fubvert all -pivil government V . " / • t. 

: SuQHii^ffiasithe progfefs 'Which Luthv had state gr.iiw 
ma4eijftn^..fu.ch the.ftatc of his party, when tionwhJn 
Qhsit\fifmiy?4m Gcrmaay. No fecuUrftince rived>*'* 
had hitherto*) embraced Luther's opinions:; no ®«^"3^* 
change ii)..^ eftablifbodL forms of. worlhip. had 
been iiiti1t)di]Ccd ; and oO encroachments had 
been m^^;»j?*>n.tHc ppffipfllonSorjurifdiftionof 
(he clergy s i steither party had yet proceeded to 

< Loth.Oper, $» 3^6, . 
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Book If. adioti^ and the cofitroverfy, tfiougK coodufted 

1 5 20. ^i^ gr w^ htzt and paflion on both fides, was ftjll 
carried on with its proper weapons, with thefes, 
difputations, and replies. A deep impreffion, 
however, was made upo^^he minds of thepeoplej 
their reverence for ahcieiltinftitutions and doc* 
trincs was ftiaken ; and the materials were al- 
ready fcattered which kindled into the combirf- 
tion that foon fpread over all Germany. Stu- 
dents crowded from every province of the Empire 
to Wittemberg ; and under Luther himfelf, Me- 
lanclhon, Carloftadius, and other mailers, then 
reckoned eminent, imbibed opinions, which, on 
their return, they propagated among theircoun- 
trymen, w^ho liftened to them with that fond at- 
, tendon, which truth, when accompanied with 
novelty, naturally commands*. 



the court of 



ReiieaioBt During the courfe of thcfe trarffaftions, the 

•poo the ' 

court of Rome, though under the direftion of 
one- of its ableft PoiitiSr$, teitb^r formed its 
fchemci with that profound fajgactty, nor exe- 
cuted them with that fteady perfeveraUce, whichr 
had long rendered it the moft perf<^ model of 
political wifdom to the reft of Eul^i^pe. Whm 
Lufcher began to dedatm againft Indulgences^ 
two difibrenc methods of treating him lay before 
the Pope^ by adc(pttng one of whic^ the attemper 

• Seckeiid, 59, 
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it is^robabiky nsigfat htveibeai xntfbod^ and by iooc IL 
the ocber it might have been rendered innooeaCr ^^^^ 
if Luthei^s firft departure from che doftrifies of 
t)ie thurch had inftafH^y drawn vtpon hitn tSie 
Wei^t of its ecftfurcs, the dread t)fthefe might 
have rcftraincd the Elcrfbrof Saxony fir dni pro- 
teftttighim, mrgfft have deterredthe people from 
liftenmg to his difcOuifes, or even might have 
overawed Luther him'fclf ; and his name, like 
that of many good men before his time, would 
now have been known to the world only for his 
honeft but ill-timed effort to correft the cor- 
ruptions of the Romifli church. On the other 
hand, if the Pope had early teftified fome dil^ ^ 
pleafure with the vices and excefles of cbe friary 
who had been employed in pubJifHing InduU 
gences ; if he had forbidden the mentioning of 
contrennerted points in difcoiiries addrefied to the 
peefple; if he had enjoined the dil^utants en '• 

liOth'BdefS CO be fitent ; if %e had been ea^al 
•not tejr^rifque the credit of the church -fey defin- 
ing iwiclfe which had 'hitherto been^left^mde- 
termined, Luther would, probably, haveftopt 
fhctft at ^« firft difcoveries : He would ^lot have 
Ifc^' fbrfced in fclf- defente to venture iipon new 
grpujifd, "ahd the ,Wh6le eofttroVerfy might poffi- 
nSly have.died away infefifibly j Or being Cpftffned 
"cnftr^ly to the ftliools, ^ight h)avc;been.carriea 
on with aslittledetfirtfttiad the pefceir^donity 
5 . of 
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of the Romiih church, as chat which the Fran^ 
J 20. cifcans maintain with the Dominicans, conoem^ 
ing the immaculate conception, or that between 
the Janfenifts and Jefuits concerning the ope* 
rations of grace. But Leo, by fludtuating be< 
tween thefe oppofite fyilems, and by embracing 
them alternately, defeated the effeds of both. 
By an improper exertion of authority, Luther 
was exafperated, but not reftrained. By a mil^ 
taken exercife of lenity, time was given for his 
opinions to fpread, but no progrefs made to* 
wards reconciling him to the church ; and even 
the fentence of excommunication, which at ano- 
ther junfture might have been decifive, was de* 
layed fo long, that it became at laft fcarcely aft 
objeft of terror. 



ttd vpeii Such a feries of errors in the nieafurcs of t 
•r Lirther. coujt, feldom chargeable with miftaking its own. 
true < intereft, is not more aftonifhing than tbfs 
wffdom which appeared in Luther's conduft. 
Though a perfe£t ftranger to the maxims of. 
human prudence, and incapable, from the ini- 
petuofity of his temper, of obferving them, he 
was led naturally by the method in which he 
made his difcoveries, to carry on his operations 
in a manner which contributed more to their fuc- 
cefs, than if every ftep he took had been prc- 
fcribed by the moft artful policy. At the time 

when 
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when he fet himfelf to oppofe Tetzel, he was ^ook U. 
far from intending that reformation which he ,^20. 
. afterwards efFeftcd 5 and would have trembled 
with horror at the thoughts of what at laft 
he gloried in accomplilhing. The knowledge 
of truth was not poured into his mind, all at 
once, by any fpecial revelation; he acquired it 
by induHry and meditation, and his progrefs, of 
confequence, was gradual. The doftrines of 
Popery are fo clofely conncfted, that the expof- 
ing of one error conduced him naturally to the 
dete&ion of others ; and all the parts of that 
artificial fabrick were fo linked together, that the 
pulling down of one loofened the foundation 
of the reft, and rendered it more eafy to over- 
turn them. In confuting the extravagant tenets 
concerning Indulgences, he was obliged to in- 
quire into the true caufe of our juftification and 
acceptance with God. The knowledge of that, 
difcovered to him by degrees the inutility of 
pilgrimages and penances ; the vanity of rely- 
ing on the interccflion of faints ; the impiety of 
worfliipping them ; the abufes of auricular con- 
feflion ; and the imaginary exiftence of purga- 
tory. The detedion of fo^ many errors, led him • 
of courfe to confider the charafter of the clergy 
who taught them ; and their exorbitant wealth, 
the fcvere injunftion of celibacy, together with 
theintolerablerigourofmonaftick vows, appeared 
Vol. II. L to 
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Book II., t0 Jiijn, thc great fources of their c^ruptioii; 

i5?c. FrQtn thence, it was but one ftep to call in qucf- 
tioft the divine original of the pap^al pwrw, 
which iuthorized and fupported fuch a fyflsm 
of errors* As the* unavoidable refult of the 
.whole, hedifcbimcd the infallibility of thePopo, 
the decifioa^ of fchooln:ien, or any other hinnan 
au^hprity, and appealed to the word of God as 
th^ only ft^ndard of thjeol^gical truth. To this 
gradual progrefs Luther owed his fuccefe. His 
hearers were not ftiocked at Hrflt by wy propo- 
fitipn too repugnant to their ancieiiit prejudices, 
or too remote from eftabli&ed opinions. Thejr 
were condu<Sled infenfibly fronn one- d&^irlae tp 
another. Their faith and coayi&ipii were able 
to keep pace with hiis difcoverios* To. the fenie 
cau£) was owing the inatteaiioft, and even iiKii£- 
f0re?>ces with which Leo viewed Luther's &r& 
.proceedings, A dipcQ: or violent attack upon 
the authority of the churchi, would at once have 
drawn u^a Luther the wl^le weight o| m 
vengeance ; but as this was far from his tkouglits^ 
as he continued long to profefs greapre^eft for 
the Pope, and made repeated oiTerb of fobniif- 
fion to his decifions, there femied tt be' tid 
reafon for apprehending tha« he would ppove 
the author of any defperate revolt ; apd he was 
fuffered to proceed ftep by ftep, !in undermin- 
ing the conftit^ition of the church, until t&e 

.peraedy 
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remedy applied at kft came! too kte to produce ^ook ir. 
anyefFoft. "^^ 

But whatefaer adrantagcs Litthcr's caufe de- ^^ j„q„. 
rived either from the miftakes of his adverfarics, I'^^^f^^ 
or from his own good condudl, the fudden pro- ^.*^'*^^ *^<>"- 

^ ' ^ tnbuied to 

grcfs and fkm cftablilhment of his dodrincs, «*»« progr^fs 
HiUft no« be afcribed to thefe alone. The fame foraiation, 
corFUptionsr in the church of Rome which he 
condejaaaedi had been attacked long before his 
appearaace. The feme, opinions which he now 
propagpted, bad- been publilhed in different 
fimtSy and were fupportcd by the fame argu- 
nwats. Waldus in the twelfth century, Wick- 
lifF m the fourteenth^ and Hufs in the fifteenth, 
had ifiveighed againft die errors of Popery with 
grcaft bokkiefe^ and confuted them with mpre 
logtBuii]^ andi karoiiig dian could have been 
expend in thoie illiterate ages in which they 
f)(Miri(he4 But all thcfe premature attempts 
to«Kard(5 a r4eft)rroation proved abortive. Such 
fi^eble lights, incapable of difpelling the dark- 
ncfs which then covered the church, were foon 
exiin^iikiid ;. and though the doctrines of thefe 
jAom men produced fome cffedls, and left fome 
traces in the countries where they taught, they 
were neither extenfive nor confiderable. Many 
}ft>weif^ caiji£b$ contributed to facilitate Lu- 
ther's progrcfe, ylKich ekher did not exift, or 
• L 2 did 
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Book IJ. did not Operate wkh full 'force in their days ; 

^^20,^ ^"^ ^^ ^'^e critical and mature junfture when 
he appeared, circumftances of every kind con- 
curred in rendering each ftep chat he took fuc- 
cefsful. 

The long The long and fcandalous fchifm which di- 

[he*four" vided the church, during the latter part of the 
teciith ccn- fourteenth, and the beginning of the fifteenth 
centuries, had a great eflfe6t in diminiftiing the 
veneration with which the world had been ac- 
cuftomed to view the papal dignity. Two or 
three contending Pontiffs roaming about Eiirope 
at a time ; fawning on the Princes whom they 
wanted to gain ; fqueezing the countries which 
acknowledged their authority ; excommunica- 
ting their rivals, and curfing thofe who adhered 
to them, difcrcdited their pretenfions to infal- 
libility, and expofed both their perfons and their 
office to contempt.. The laity, to whom all 
parties appealed, camd to learn that fome right 
of private judgment belonged to them, and ac- 
quired the exercife of it fo far as to chufe, 
among thefe infallible guides, whom they would 
pleafe to follow. The proceedings of the coun- 
cils of Conftance and Bafil, fpread this dif- 
refpeft for the Romifh fee ftill wider, and by 
their bold exertion of authority in defpofing and 
electing Popes, taught the world that there was 

in 
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in the church a jurifdidion fupcrior even tp the Book IL 
papal power, which they had long believed to j^^o. 
befupreme, • 

The wound given on that occafion to the The ponti- 
papal authority was fcarcely healed up, when Aie«nder 
the pontificates of Alexander VI. and Julius II. JJ[;Ju/^ 
both able princes, but deteflable ecdefiafticks, 
raifed new fcandal in Chriftendom. The pro- 
fligate morals of the former in private life; the 
fraud, the injuftice and cruelty of his publick 
adminiftration, place him on a levej with thofe 
tyrants, whbfe deeds are the greatcft reproach 
to human nature. The latter, though a ftranger 
to the odious paflions which prompted his p:;9«- 
deceiTor to commit fo many unnatural crimes, 
was under the dominipn of a reftlefs and ungo- 
vernable ambition, which fcorned all confidera- 
tions of gratitude, of decency, or of jufiice, 
when they obftrufted the execution of his 
fchemes. It was hardly poffible, to be firmiy 
perfuaded that the Infallible knowledge of a 
, religion, whofe chief precepts are purity and 
humility, was depofited in the breads of the 
impious Alexander, or the overbearing Julius. 
The opinion of thofe who exalted the authority 
of a council above that of the Pope, fpread 
wonderfully under their pontificates : And as 
the Emperor and French Kings, who were alter- 
L 3 natcly 
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riatcly ejigeged in hoftUkies viith tkoile Si&wp 
1520^ Pontiffs, permitted and even cncpur^d the^r 
fubjefts to expofe theit vices with all tte vIq- 
lence of invetStive, and all the petulance of ridi- 
cule, men's ears,beipg accuftom^d xo thefe, were 
not (hacked with the bold or. Judicrpus dif* 
tcpurfcsiof Luther and his foilp'wers cojicernin^ 
^He pjp4l dignity. 

The iirmo- NoR were f\ich exccfles confined to the he^ 
the clergy, of the church alon^. M^ny of the dignifiod 
clergy, fccular as well as regular, being the 
younger Ions of noble families, whp ja?id gffumcd 
. the ecclefiaftical charader for no otheV reafoA 
but that they found in the church ftations pf 
great dignity arid affluence, were accuftomed 
totally to negleft the duties of their office, and 
indulged themfelves without refcrve in all the 
vices to which great wealth and idlenefs natu- 
rally give birth. Though the inferior clergy 
were pr/evented by their poverty from imitating 
the expeafive luxury of their fuperiors, yet groft 
ignorance and low debauchery rendered them 
as contemptible as the other were odious ^ The. 

fevefe. 

^ Th€ corrupt ftate cf the thuch piior lb the Reforma* 
lion, 18 ^cknoMrledgcd hy an aiuthpr» W^O ^^ bpth al|iip-> 
dantly able to judge co^cernlBg tttis m4tt«r» 4b4 who was 
noc overforward to confeft it. " For foQi^ years (i^ys 
Bellarmine) before the Lutheran and Calvinilb'ck herefies 

werq 
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ftvere :and ungaturajl law of celibacy, to which ^9°*^ ^^* 
both were equa^Jy fubjcdt, occafioned fuch irre^ ' 1520. 
gularities, that ► in fc^feral parrs of Europe the 
cpncubinage, of . priefts was not only permitted, 
but enjoined.'. The employing of a remedy (q. 
contrary to the genius of the Chriftjan rcligioi^ . 
is. ^th^ ftrongcft proof that -the, -crint^es .it wa% 
iateocjed . to prevent were bo^h numerous. ai><i 
^^%%n%M -. Lwg before the fiaCteentb c^»ti^ry,. 
pl^fty autho?ar of gr<»at name Md authority givtf 
^^ djsferi^twns of the diffoliite itofals'pf IthQ 
cbw» ^^ ^^ almofl: incredible in the pttkht 
^sgth Tte voluptuous lives of ecclcfiafticks 
:;•..:: \:. \ ". . .rv. . v.-" . '. : ©CGafloincd 

were publilhed, there was not (as contemporary authors 
teftify) ^y . fef erity^ in ec^lefiaftical judicatories, any difci- . 
plinf. vmh regard to^ morals, any knowledge of fao-ed Ute^ 
rj^qj-e,: aDyr^yerelDiCi^lbr divine tbii^is, there was nataloiolb 
apy j!eHgk)o renBaining/' Bellaf minns. CoodiOi tlxvAu Oper« 
teas, yL coL 29^l''^ct« Cokm. i6>7» apud Gtfrdefii* Hift. 
Bvaw. Renorati^ ^1; i^ p, 25. - - • >~ _ ; , 

s Centiiin Graviinitta Naticintf. -Qtnsiaxi. in Fafciculo 
Rer. expetcnd. k fugiendarnm, per Ortuinuni Gratium, 
vol* }, 361. S«ie.iiifiM^erable pafiagest to the fame pur* 
poXb iiTthe appei^/jji^, er, fe^ond volume, publiihed by £dw«, 
Browm See alfo Herm* Vonder Hardt. Hit). Lit* Reform.. 
par? iii. and the vaft. coUedlions of Walchius in his four 
volumes of Monumentajmedii aevi. Gotting. 1757. 

The authors I have quoted enumerate' the vices of the 
dergy. When they v^pturcd upon ^dlions nianifeftty cri*-* 
miaal,, we may cpnclu(i€ that they wouiu be left fcrupulous' 
with rcfpeft to the decorum of behaviour. Accordingly 
(1;^ negled of the decent conduct fuitable to theiV pro*- 
L 4 feflion^ 




1520. 
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occafioned great fcandal, not only becaufe their 
manners were inconfiftent with their lacred cha« 
rafler ; but the laity being accuftomed to fee 
feveral of them raifed from the lowed ftations 
to thegreatefl: affluence, did not fhew the fame 
indulgence to their excefles, as to thofe of per- 
fons poflefled of hereditary wealth or grandeur ; 
and viewing their condition with more envy, 
they cenfured their crimes with greater fevcrity* 
Nothing, therefore, could be mort acceptable 
to Luther's hearers, than the violence with 
which he exclaimed againft the immoralities of* 
churchmen, and every perfon in his audience: 
could, from his own obfervation, confirm the 
truth of his invedives. 

feffion, feems to have given great ofience* In order to il- 
Mrate this, I (hall tranfcribe one pailage, becaufe it 19 
taken not from any author whofe profefled porpofe it was 
to defcribe the improper conduct of the dergy ; and who, 
ijrom prejudice or arti6ce> may be Bippo&d to aggravate 
the charge againft them. The Emperor Charles JV. in a 
letter to the archbifhop of Mentz, A* D, 1359, exhorting 
him to reform the diforders of the clergy, thus expreffes 
himfelf : ** De ChrKK patrimonio, ludos, hafliludia & tor- 
neamenta exercent ; habitum militarem cum prxtextis aureis 
ic argenteis geHant, Sc calceos militares; comam Sc barbam 
nutriunt^ & nihil quod ad vitam Sc ordinem ecclefiafticum 
fpedlat, oilendunt* Militaribus fe duntaxat & fecularibus 
adibus, vita Sc moribus» in fuae falutis difpendium, Sc ge* 
nerale populi rcanc^^um, immifcent.** Codex Diploma- 
ticus Anecdotorum» per Val. Ferd. Gudeniimi 4to. vol* iii« 
P. 43^. 

^ T«^ 
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The fcatidal of thcfe crimes was greatly in- ^^^ l^* 
creafed by the facility with which fuch as com- ,^20. 
mittcd them obtained pardon. In all the Eu- ^{l^thilh 
ropean kingdoms, the impotence of the civil J|jj*^^"JJ^' 
magiftrate, under forms of government ex- p«r<ioiie4, 
trcmely irregular and turbulent, made it neccf- 
fary to relax the rigour of jufticc, and upon 
payment of a certain fine or compofition prc- 
fcribed by law, judges were accuftomed to remit 
fitther punifhment, even of the mofl: atrocious 
crimes. The court of Rome, alwjiys attentive 
to the means of augmenting its revenues, imi- 
tated this pradtice, and by a prepofterous ac- 
commodation of it to religious concerns, granted 
its pardons to fuch tranigreflbrs as gave a fum 
of money in order to purchafe them. As the 
idea of a compofition for crimes was then fami- 
liar, this ftrangc traffick was fo far from (hock- 
ing mankind, that it foon became general -, and 
in order to prevent any impofition in carrying 
it on, the ofiicers of the Roman'chancery pUb- 
lilhed a book, containing the prectfe fum to be 
exaded for the pardon of every particular fin. 
A deacon guilty of murder was abfolved for 
twenty crowns. A bilhop or abbot might aflaf- 
finate for three hundred livres. Any ecclefiaftick 
might violate his vows of chaftity even with 
the moft aggravating circumftances, for the 
third part of that fum* Even fuch fhocking 

crimes^ 
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crimes, as occur feldom in human life^ and 
IC20. p^fhaps exift only in th^. impure imagination of 
a cafuift, were taxed at a very njodemt? rate, 
When a more regular jandrpcrfedt mode of, difr 
pcnfing juftrce came to be introduced into civi^ 
courts, the pradjce of paying a oompoBtion for 
crimes went gradually into difufe ; and xnankin^ 
having acquired more accurate. AOtions copcern^ 
ing religion and morality, the coi^ditiqns oq 
which the court of Ronie beftqwed i^s pardons 
appeared impious, and we^& confidered as pn^ 
great fource of ecclefiaftical corruptions* 

The«ww- This degeneracy of .n^aiUJCrs among the 
of the clergy might have been tplera4:ed, perhaps,, with 
greater indulgence, if thei^ exorbitant riches and 
power had not <?nabled them, at the fame time^ 
to opprefs all other orders of men*. It is the 
genius of fuperftition^ foqd .of whatever ispcwi 
pous or grand, vto fet no bounds to its. liberalitjf 
towards pcrfons wjiom it eftcems ftcrod^,^ and, to 
think itsr expreflions of regard defedUjvrg iff^lc^ 
it hath faifed them to the h^ighth gf ly^tuidk 
and authority. Hence, flowed; the ^^teoAve 
revenues and jurifdidion pofTofledby ^he (^Ij^rc;!^ 
in every country of Euiropc, and yr ji^cK wepo 

*Fafckul. Re^. expct. & fug, i: 355. J. G. Schetlwi'nii 
Amcnhk Literar. Francof. iyi^i vol. ii. 56$. jb^fiBbn* da 
Bay]«, Artk. Baack & Tappiiifi Taxa Caac^llar. Roipaapr^ 
Edit. Francof. 1651. paffim. 

become 
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bficpme ijxtokmble tQ t^e i^ity frptn lyhofe un- Book II. 
difcerning boHnty the^ w^rc at firft derived. . \^^ 

The burden, however, of ecclcfiaftlcal op- partkuiariy 
prjeflion ha'd fallen with fuch peculiar weight on '^^*'"**^ 
the Germans, as rendered tKem, though natu- 
rally exempt from lenity, . ind tenacious of their , 
^Qcient cuftoms, more inclinable than an^ people 
in Europe to liften to thofe who called. on them 
to aflcrt their liberty. Diyring the long, contefts 
between the Popes and Emperors concerning 
the right of inveftitui^e, and the wars .which 
thefe occ^fioned, moft of the confiderable Ger- 
man ecclefiafticks joined the papal faftion .; and 
y^hile engaged in. rebellion, againlt the head of 
the Eo^pir^ they ieizcd. th^ Imperial reyenue^y 
and ufurped the Irpgeri^ jurifc^idlion within 
their owJi 4f9ccfe5* Upon <be re-eftabUilbment 
of tripquiUify, they flill retained theie ufurpa- 
tioos, as if b^ the length pf an uajuft poiTeaion 
they h^d acq-gircd a legal rjght to them.^ The 
Emperors, too feeble tp wreft them out of their , 
handi^, were obliged to graat the clergy fiefs of 
thofe vaft territories, and they enjoyed all the 
immunities as well as honours which belonged to 
feudal barons.. By meaqs of thefe, many bifhops 
and abbots in Germany were not o^ily cccle- 
(lafticks, but princes, and their charafier and 

• ' • . : - .manners 
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Book II. manners partook more of the licence, too frc- 
1520. qucnt among the latter, than of the, fandity 
which becanoie the former '. 

where the The unfettlcd ftate of government in Ger- 
laTp^T' many, and the frequept waris to which that 
P^i^?* country was cxpofed, contributed in another 
manner towards aggrandizing eccleliafticks. 
The only property, during thofe times of anar- 
chy, which enjoyed fecurity from the opprefllon 
of the great, or the ravages of war, was that 
which belonged to the church. This was owing, 
not only to the great reverence for the facred 
charafter prevalent in thofe ages, but to afuper- 
ftitious dread of the fcntence of excommuni- 
cation, which the clergy were ready to pronounce 
againfl all who invaded their pofTe/Tions. ' Many 
obferving this, made a furrender of their lands 
to ecclefiailicks, and confenting to hold them in 
fee of the church, obtained as its vafials a de- 
gree of fafety, which without this device they 
were unable to procure. By fuch an increafe 
of the number of their vaflals, the power of 
ecclefiailicks received a real and permanent iaug- 
mentation; and as lands, held in fee by the 
limited tenures common in thofe ages, often re- 
turned to the perfons on whon:\ the lief depend- 

f F. Paul. Hiftory of EcclefiafL Benefices* pt io7« 

ed. 
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ed, confiderable additions were made in this BookIL 
way to the property of the clergy \ ,^20^ 

The folicltude of the clergy in providing for The vaii 
the fafety of their own perfofts, was ftill greater Sunrt!!b'S 
than'that which they difplayW in fccuring their "cksf*^' 
pofleffions ^ and their efforts to attain it were 
ftill more fuccefsful. As they were coiifecrated 
to the prieftly office with much outward folem- 
nity ; were diftinguilhed from the reft of man- 
kind by a peculiar garb and manner of life ; 
and arrogated to their order many privileges 
which do not belong to other Chriftians, they 
naturally became the bbjefls of exceflive vene- 
ration. As a fuperftitious Ipirit ipread) they 
were regarded as beings of a fuperior fpecies to 
the profane laity^ whom it would be impious to 
try by the fame laws, or to fubjeft to the famfe 
punifliments. This exemption from civil jurif* 
didion, granted at .firft to ecclefiafticks, as a 
mark of refped:, they foon claimed as a point 
of right. This valuable immunity of the prieft- 
hood is aflerted, not only in the decrees of ' 
Popes and councils, but was confirmed in the 
moft ample form by many of the greateft Em- 
perors'. As long as the clerical charadler re- 

^ F. Paul, Hift. of Ecclef. Benef. p. 65. Boulainvillicrs, 
Etat de France, tom. i. 169. Lond. 1737. 

I Goldadi C3nflitut. Imperial Francof. 1673* vol. li. 
92. 107. 

mained. 
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mained, the pcrftm 6f a*i eccleliaftkk wa& faercd; 
^ ^^ and unlefs he wete degrafded from hk office, 

the unhallowed hand of the civil judge durfl: 
not touch him. But as the power of degra- 
dation was lodged ift the fpiritualcoiirts, th^ . 
difficulty and expcnce of obtaining fuch a fen* 
tence, too often fecured abfolute impunity to 
offenders. Many aflumed the clerical charafter 
for no other reafon, than that it might fereen 
them fix)m the punilbment which their adlions 
deferved". The German nobles comiplaincd 
loudly, that thcfe anointed malcfaftors, as they 
call them% fcldom fufFered capitally, even for 
the moft atrocious crimes ; and their indepen- 
dence on the civil magiftrate is oftcit mentioned 
in the remonftrances of the diets, as a prfvHcgc 
equally pernicious to fociety, and' to the morals 
of the clergy. 

Their en- W»iLB the ckrgy aflefted thc privileges o^ ' 
croach- ^ji^j^ Q^j^ order witfc fo much zeal^ they made 

jnents on * * ~ 

, the j urifdic. continual encroachments- upon thofe of the laltr. 

tion of the * ' 

*"fy* All caufes relative td matrimonry^ to teftaments, 

toufurjr, to legitimacy ofbinh^ as well as^thofe 
which conco-ned ecclefiaftieal revenues^ were 
thought to be fo conncfted with religion, that 
they could be tried only in the ipiritual courts. 

® Rymcr's Foedera, vol, xiii. 532. * Centum Gra- 

vam. § 31* 

Not 
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Not fatifified wiih this ample jurifdiftion, which Book II. 
€9ccemied to one hatf of the Ibtge&s whkh give 1^20. 
ri& to litigation among mem, the ckrgy, with 
wonderful induApjr, and by a thoofand inyen- 
tions, endeavoured to draw all other caufes into 
their own courts^. As. they had engrofled the 
whole learning known in the dark ages, the 
fpiritual judges were commonly fo far fuperior 
in knowledge and abilities to thofe employed in 
the fecular CQurts, that the peopk at firft fa- 
voured any ftrctch that was made to bring their 
affairs under the cogmzance of a judicature, on 
the decifions of wbicli they could rely with 
more pcrfeft confidence. Thus the interrft of 
the church, and the inclination of the people, 
concorping to elude the jutifdidion of t^ lay- 
magiftrate, loon reduced it almoft to nocking ^ 
By sneahs of this, vaft- pester accrued to eccle- 
fiaftkks, and no iAconfiderablp addition was 
made to their :revenue by the fums^ paid in thofe 
ages to fuG.h as ackniniftered juftice. ' 

Ths .penaky by whi<zh> the fpivituai courts The dr«a<i. 
enfioiccd their fewienccs, added great weight and oKptatfii 
.tctoor to their jurifdiAion* The cen&iro of e»- «fn^««»- 
communication was inflituted originally for pne- 
ferving the pucky of the cj<urch; thatobftinate 

^ Giannone Hift. of Naples, book xix, § 3, 
' Oentun. G/axaai. § 9. 56. 44* 

I offenders. 



ifo THE REIGN OF TH1E: 

Book lu offenders, whofe impious tenets or profane lives 
1520. were a reproach to Chriftianity, might be cut 
off from the fociety of the faithful: This, eccle* 
fiafticks did not fcruple to convert into an engine 
for promoting their own power, and infliaed 
it on the moft frivolous occafions. Whoever 
defpifed any of their dccifions, even concerning 
' civil matters, immediately incurred this dreadful 
cenfure, which not only excluded them from 
all the privileges of a Chriftian, but deprived 
them of their rights as men and citizens''; and 
the dread of this rendered even the moft fierce 
and turbulent fpirits obfequious to the authority 
of the church. 

^^ecdTfiS? ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ clergy negled the proper me- 
tick^ to fe- thods of prcferving the wealth and power which 
nfurpatioos. they had acquired with fuch indpftry and ad« 
drefs. The pofleflions of the church, being 
confecrated to God, were declared to be unalien- 
able; fo that the funds of a fociety which was 
daily gaining, and could never lofe, grew to 
be immenfe. In Germany, it was computed 
that the ecclefiafticks had got into their hands 
more than one half of the natbnal property ^ 
In other countries, the proportion varied ; but 
the (hare belonging to the church was every 
where prodigious. Thefe vaft poflcflions were 

9 Centam Gravam. (34. 'Centam Gravam. § 29. 

not 
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hdt fubjcfil to thfe burdens impofed on the knds Book IJ5 
of the laity. The German clergy were exempted 
by law from all taxes ' ; and if, on any extra- 
ordinary emergence, ecclefiafticks were pleafed 
to grant fome aid towards fupplying the publick 
exigencies, this was confidered as a free gift 
flowing from their own gencrdfity, which the 
civil magiftrate had no title to demand, far Icfs 
to exaft. In confequence of this ftrange fole- 
cifm in government, the laity in Germany had 
the mortification to find themfelves loaded with 
exceffivc impofitions, becaufe fuch as pofleffcd ' 

the grcateft property were freed from any obli- 
gation to fupport, or to defend the date. 

Grievous, however^ as the exorbitant wealth 'T'^eGej-. 
and numerous privileges of the clerical order <^ftc<s 
were to the other members of the Germanick rcignwi, 
body, they would have reckoned it fome miti- 
gation of the evil, if thefe had been poiTeflTcd 
only by ecclefiafticks refiding amqng themfelves, 
who would have been lefs apt to m.ake an im- 
proper ufe of their riches, or to exercife their 
rights with unbecoming rigour. But the biftiops 
of Rome having early put in a claim, the boldeft 
that ever human ambition fuggefted, of being 
fupreme and infallible heads of the Chriftian 
church; they, by their profound policy and 

• Centum Gravam. § 28, Goldafti Cowftv Impcr. in 79, 
K>8. PfciFel. Hift. du Droit -Pobl. 350. 374, 
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unwearied perfeverancc, by their ^ddrefs in 
1520, availing themfelves of evpry circumftance which 
occurred, by taking advantage' of the fuperfti- 
tion of fomc Princes, of the necelTities of others, 
and of the credulity of the people, at length 
cffabliflicd their prctcnfions, in oppofition both 
to the intereft and common fenfe of mankind. 
Germany was the country which thefe -eccle- 
fiaftical fovereigns governed with moft abfolute, 
authority. They excommunicated and depofed 
fomc of its moft illuftrious Emperors, and ex- 
cited their fubjefts, their minifters, and cven^ 
their children, to take arms againft them. Amidft 
I thefe contefts, the Popes continually extended 

/ their own immunities, fpoiling the fecular Prin- 

ces gradually of, their moft valuable prero- 
gatives, and the German churchy felt all the 
rigour of that opprefllon which flows from fub- 
jeftion to foreign dominion, and foreign ex- 
adions. 

Nominated The right of Conferring benefices, which the 
J '^ "^ ' Popes ufurpcd during that period of confufion, 
was an acquifition of great importance, and 
exalted the ecclefiaftical power upon the ruins 
of the temporal. The Emperors and other 
princes of Germany had long been in pofTeflion 
of this right, which ferved to increafe both their 
authority and their revenue. But by wrefting 
t ' ■ -it 
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it but of their handsj the Popes were cr\abled 
to fill the Empire with their own creatures; "^520? 
they accullomed a" great body of every princess 
fubjefts to depend not upon him but upon the 
Roman fee; they bellowed upon ftrahgers the 
richcft benefices in every country, and drained 
their wealth to fupply the luxury of a foreign 
court. Even the patiende of the |noft fuper- 
ftitious ages mutinied under fuch oppreffion j , 
and fo loud and frequent were the complaints » 
and murmurs of the Germans, that the Popes, 
afraid of irritating them too far, confented, con- 
trary to their ufual praftice^ to abate fomewhat 
of their pretenfions, and to reft fatisfied with 
th^ right of nomination to fuch benefices as 
happened to fall vacant during fix months ift 
the year, leaving the difpofal of the remainder 
to the princes and other legal patronis '. 

But the court of Rome eafily found expe- The expe- 
dients for eluding an agreement which put fuch ^eftTalnl'ng 
reftraints on its power. The praftice of refer- ^flj^/po", 
ving certain benefices in every country to the ineffeauai. 
Pope's immediate nomination, which had been 
long known, and often complained of, was ex- 
tended far beyond its ancient bounds. All the 
benefices poffeffed by Qardinals^ or any of the 

« F. Paul, Hift. of Ecclef. Benef. 204. Gdld. Coollit. 
Impert i. 408, 
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numerous ofHcers in the Roman court ; thofe 
held by perfons who happened to die at Rome, 
or within forty miles of that city on their journey 
to or from it -, thofe which became vacant by 
tyanflation, with many others, were included in 
the number of referved benefices ; Julius II. and 
Leo, ft retching the matter'to the utmoft, often 
collated to benefices where the right of refcrva- 
tion had not been declared, on pretence of hav- 
ing mentally referved this privilege to them- 
felves. The right of refervation, however, even 
with this extenfion, had certain limits, as it, 
could be exercifed only where the benefice was* 
adlually vacant ; and therefore, in order to rew- 
der the exertion of papal power unbounded^ 
expeSiative graces^ or mandates nominating a 
perfon^to fuccecd to a benefice upop the firffi 
vacancy that (hould happen, were brought into 
ufe. By means of thefe, Germany was filled 
with perfons depending on the court of Rome, 
from which they received fuch reverfionary 
grants \ princes were defrauded* in a great de- 
gree, of their prerogatives i the rights of lay- 
patrons were pre-occupied, and rendered almoft 
entii:ely vain ". 

• Centum Gravam. §2^. Fafck. Rep. Expef. &c. 334. 
Gold. Cbqft. Impcr. i. 391. 404, 405. F, Paul, Hill, of 
)£ccLBeuef. 167. 199. 
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The manner in which thefe cxtraoi:4inary BookIL 
powers wereexercifed, rendered them ftill more^ 1520. 
-odious and intolerable. The' avarice and ex-. J[,*°ciart^^^ 
tortion of the pouftof Ronie^ were become ex* ^°™*- 
cpflive almoft to a proverb. The falc of bene- 
fices was fo notorious, that no pains were taHcn 
to conceal, or to difguife it. Companies of 
merchants openly purchafed the benefices of 
diflferent diftrifts in Germany from the Pope's 
miniftei-s, and retailed them at an advanced, 
price *. Piou^ men beheld with deep regret 
thefe fimoniacal tranfadions,, fo unworthy the 
minifters of a chtiftian church ; while politi- 
cians complained of the lofs fuftained by the 
exportation of fo much wealth in that irreligious 
tra^ck. 

The fums, indeed, which the court of Rome itd„j„,4 
drew by its ftated and legal impofitions from all °^*^|' ^}'V 
the countries acknowledging its authority, were wealth. 
fo confiderable, that it is not ftrange that 
Princes, as well as their fubjefts, murmured at 
the fmalleft addition made to them by unnecef- 
lary or illicit means. Every ecclefiaftical perfon, 
upon his admiifion to his benefice,- paid annats^ 
or one year's rent of his living, to the Pope; 
and as that tax was exafted with great rigour, 
its amount was prodigious. To this mufl: be 
|ddcd^ the frequent demands made by the Popes 

* Fafcic. Rcr. Expec. i. 359* 
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Book If. of free gifts from the clergy, together with the 
extraordinary levies of tenths upon ecclefiaftieal 
benefices, on pretence of expeditions againft the 
Turks, feldom intended, or carried into execu* 
tien ; and from the whole, the vaft proportion 
of the revenues of the church, r/hich flowed con- 
tinually to Rome, may be cftimated. 

The united SucH wcre the diflblute manners, the exor- 

effea of all n ' i -t /• 

thcfc ca^fe«, bitant wealth, the vaft poM(er and privileges or 
the clergy before the Reformation ; fuch the op- 
preflive rigour of that dominion which the Popes 
had eftablifhed over the chriftiah world; and 
fuch the fentiments concerning them that pre- 
vailed in Germany at the beginning of the fiji- 
teenth century. Nor has this (ketch been copied 
from the controverfial writers pf that age, who, 
in the heat of difputation, may be fufpcftcd of 
having exaggerated the errors, or of having mif- 
reprefented the condudt of th^t church whigh they 
laboured to overturn ; it ik formed upon more au- 
thentic evidence, upon the memorials and re^ 
monftranccs of the Imperial diets, coolly enume- 
rating the grievances under which the Empire 
groaned, in order to obtain the redrefs of them, 
DilTatisfaftion muft have rifen^to a great height 
limong the people, when thefe grave aflemblies 
cxpreflcd themfelves with fuch acrimony ; and if 
f hey demanded the abolition of thole enormiti.es 
Vfith fo mufh vehemence, the people, we may be 

§ffur?d* 
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aflured, uttered their fentiments and dcfircs in BgoKll. 
bolder and more virulent language. ^TczoT' 

To men thus prepared for fhaking off the Men pre- 
yoke, Luther addreffcd himfelf with certainty of ZcVlu^ 
fuccefs. As they had long felt its weight, and *„*|^**/^'' 
had born it with impatience, they liftened with 
joy to the firft propofal for procuring deliver- 
ance. Hence proceeded the fond and eager 
reception that his dodlrines'met with, and the 
rapidity with which they fpread over ^U the pro- 
vinces of Germany. Even the impetuofity ^nd an^ to <o!e. 
fiercenefs of Luther's fpirit, his confidence in feas^ 
afferting his own opinions, and the arrogance as 
. well as contempt wherewith he treated all who 
differed from him, which, in ages of greater 
moderation and refinement, have been reckoned 
defefts in the character of that reformer, did not 
appear exceffive to his contemporaries, whofe 
minds were ftongly agitated by thofe interefting 
controverfies which he carried on, and who had 
themfclves endured the rigour of pap^l tyranny, 
and feen the cprruptioni in the church againft 
which he exclaimed. 

Nor were they offended at that grofs fcur- 
rility with which his polemical writings are 
filled, or at the low buffoonery which he fome»- 
times introduces into hisgraveft difcourfes. No 
difpute was managed in thofe rude times with- 
out a large portion of the former i and the lat- 

M 4 tcr 
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t€r was common, even on the moft folemn oio 
^ cafions, and jn treating the moft facrcd fubjedls, 

. So far were either of thefe from doing hurt tot^ 
his caufe, that inveftive and ridicule had fomc 
cffeft, as well as more laudable arguments, ia 
cxpofing the errors of popery, and in determin- 
ing mankind to abandon theni. 

Theeffeft Beside all thefc caufcs of Luther's rapid 
▼cntion of progrefs, arifing from the nature of his enter- 
thTptc^r^fs pri2;e, and the junfture at which he undertook 
4^m*u>n' 5t, he reaped advantage from fomc foreign and 
adventitious circumftances, the beneficial influ- 
ence of which none of his forerunners in the fame 
courfe had enjoyed. Among thefc may be rcc-- 
koned the invention of the art of printing, 
about half a century before his time. By this 
fortunate dijcovery, the facility of acquiring an4 
pf propagating knowledge was wonderfully in- 
creafed, and Luther's books, which muft other^r 
wife have made their way flowly and with unr 
certainty into diftant countries, fpread at once 
all over Europe. Nor were they read only by 
the rich and the learned, who alone had accefe 
to books before that invention j they got into 
the hands of the people, who, upon this appeal 
^o them as judges, ventured to examine and to 
rejeft many dodrines^ which they had formerly 
been required to believe, without being taught 
^o underftand them. 

Thk 
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The i3pvival of learning at the feme period. Book II, 
Was a circumftance extremely friendly to the ^"T^z^ 
Reformation. The ftudy of the ancient Greek f^;?,^,^^^ 
and Roman authors, and the difcovery of that learning. 
liberal and found knowledge which they con- 
tain, rouzed the human mind from the profound 
lethargy in which it had been funk during fevc- 
r^l centuries* Mankind feem, at that period, to 
have recovered the powers of inquiring and of 
thinking, faculties of which they had long loft the 
ufe; and fond of the acquifition, they exercifed 
them with great boldnefs upon all fubjeds. ' 
They were not now afraid of enterin'g an un- 
common path, or of embracing a new opinion* ^ 
Novelty appears rather to have been a recom- 
mendation of a doftrin? ; and inftead of being 
ftartledi* when the daring hand of Luther drew 
afidc, or tore the veil which covered cftabliflied 
errors, the genius of the age applauded and 
aided the attempt. Luther, though a ftranger 
to elegance in tafte or compofition, zealoufly 
promoted the, cultivation of ancient literature; 
and fcnfible of its being neceffary in'ftudying 
the fcriptures, he himfelf had acquired confi- 
dcrable knowledge both in the Hebrew and 
Greek tongues. Melahfthon, and fomc other 
pf his difciples, were eminent proficients in the 
polite arts ; and as the fame barbarous monks 
who oppofcd the introdudion of learning into 
7 Germany, 
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Germany, fet themfelves 'With equal fiercenefs 
againft Luther's opinions, and declared the good 
reception of the latter to be the effed of the 
progrefs which the former had made, the caufe 
of learning and of the Reformation came to be 
confidered as clofely conneded, and, in every 
country, had the fame friends and the fame ene- 
mies. This enabled the reformers to carry on 
the contcft at firft with great fuperiority. .Eru- 
dition, induftry, accuracy of fentiment, purity 
of compofitioh, even wit and raillery, were wholly 
on theirfide, and triumphed with cafe over illi- 
terate monks, whofe nide arguments, cxpreffed 
in a perplexed and barbarous ftyle, were found 
ihfufikient for the defence of a fyftem, the er- 
,rors of which, all the art and ingenuity of its 
later and more learned advocates have not been 
able to palliate. 



mthfraid. That bold fpirit of inquiry, which the revi- 
fo«X' val of learning excited in Europe, was fo favour- 
'i!^,Z:t able to the Reformation, that Luther was aided 
in his progrefs, and mankind were prepared to 
embrace his doftrines, by perfons who did not 
wiQi fuccefs to his undertaking. The greater 
part of the ingenious men who applied to the 
ftudy of ancient literature, towards the clofe of 
the fifteenth century, and the beginning of the 
fixteenth, though they had no intention, and 

perhaps 
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perhaps no wifti, to overturn the eftabliflied Book II. 
fyftem of religion, had difcovered the abfurdity \7^^ 
of many tenets and praftices authorized by the 
church, and perceived the futility of thofe argu- 
ments, by which illiterate monks endeavoured 
to defend them. Their contempt of thefc advo- 
cates for the received errors, led them frequently 
to expofe the opinions which they fupported, 
and to ridicule their ignorance with great free- 
dom and feverity. By this, men were pre- 
pared for the more ferious attacks made upon 
them by Luther, and their reverence both for 
the dodrines and perfons againft whom he in- 
veighed, was confiderably abated. This was 
particularly the cafe in Germany. When the 
firft attempts were made to revive a tafte for 
ancient learning in that country, theEcclefiafticks 
there, who were ftill more ignorant than their 
brethren on the other fide of the Alps, fet them- 
felves to oppofe its progrefs with more adlivc 
szeal 5 and the patrons of the new ftudies, in re- 
turn, attackied them with greater violence. In 
jhc writings of Retlchlin, Hutten, and the other 
revivers of learning in Germany, the corruptions 
pf the church of RorDe are cenfured with an 
acrimony of ftyle, little inferior to that of Lu- 
ther himfelf% 

y Gerdefias Hift. Evang, Renov. vol. i. p. 141. i^;* 
Scckcnd. lib. 1, p. loj. Voudcr Hardt Hift. Literar. Rc« 
fpjrip. parsii* 

From 
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From the fame caufe proceeded the frcqueni 
ftriftures of Erafmus upon the errors of the 
i^uiariy chuTch, as wcU as upon the ignorance and vices 
of the clergy. His reputation and authority 
were fo high in Europe at the beginning of the 
fixtcenth century, and his workswere read with 
fuch univerfal admiration, that the efFc6t of thefc 
deferves to be mentioned as one of the circum- 
fiances which contributed rnoft confiderably to- 
wards Luthjcr's fuccefs* Erafmus, having been 
deftined for the church, and trained up id the 
knowledge of Ecclefiaftical literature, applied 
himielf more to theological inquiries than any 
of the revivers of learning in that age. His 
' acute judgment and vaft erudition enabled him 
to difcover many errors, both in the dodlrinc 
and worihip of the Romifh church. Some of 
thefe he confuted With great folidity of reafon-^ 
ing, and force of eloquence. Others he treated 
as objefts of ridicule, and turned againft them 
that irrefiftible torrent of popular and. fatirical 
wit, of which he had the command. There was 
fcarcely any opinion or pradice.of the Romifh 
church \which Luther endeavoured to reform, 
but what had been previoufly animadverted upon 
by Erafmus, and had afforded him fubjeft either of 
cenfure or of raillery. When Luiher firft began 
his attack upon the church, Erafmus fecmed to 
applaud his conduft •, he "courted the friendfhip 
cf fcveral of his difciples and patrons,, and con- 

demne4 
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&mned the behaviour and fpirit of his adver- 
faries *• H^fe concurred openly with him in in* ^"^52^ 
ireighing againft the fchool divines, as the teach- 
ers of a fyftem equally unedifying and obfcure. 
He joined him in endeavouring to turn the at- 
tention of men to the ftudy of the holy fcrip- ^ 
turcs, as the only ftandard of religious truth*. 

Various circumftances, however, prevented 
Erafmus fi*om holding the fame courfe with 
Luther. The natural timidity of his temper 3 
his want of that force of mind which alone can 
prompt a man to aflume the charafter of a re- 
former|»; his excefllve deference for perfons iri 
high ftation ; his dread of lofing the pennons' - 
and other emoluments, which their 'liberality 
had conferred upon him ; his extreme love of 
peace, and hopes of reforming abufes gradually, 

* Seckend. lib, i. p. 40. 96. 

* Vonder Hardt, Hiftor. Literar, Reform, ^ars i. Gerdet 
Hift. Evang. Renov, i. 147, 1 

^Erafmus hirofdf is candid enough to acknowledge thisi 
** Luther,'' fays he, . " has given us many a wholefome 
do^rine, and no any a good counfel. I ufih he had not de- 
feated the effect of them by intolerable faults. But if he 
kad written every thing in the mod unexceptionable mailer 
ncr, I had no inclination to die for the fake of truth* 
■Every man k-th not the courage requifue to make a mar- 
tyr ; and I am afr^iid, that if I were put to the trial, I 
^ould imitate St. Peter." Epifi. Eraftni in jortin's Life of 
E-afai. vol. i. p. 273, 

and 
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Book tL aftd by gentle methods; all concurred in detef-* 

IC20, niining him not only to reprcfs and to moderate 
the zeal, with which he had once been animated 
againft the errors of the church*; but to affume 
the char^dter of a mediator between Luther 
and his opponents. But though Erafmus foon 
began to cenfure Luther as too daring and im-^ 
petuous, and was at laft prevailed upon to 
write againft him, he muft, neverthelefs, be 
confidercd as his forerunner and auxiliary in 
this war upon the church. He firft fcattered 
the feeds, which Luther cherifticd and brought 
to maturity. ' His raillery and oblique cenfures 
prepared the way for Ltuher's inveftives and 
more dircdt attacks* In this lighf Erafmus ap- 
peared to the zealous defenders of the Romifli 
church in his own times'*. In this light he 
muft be confidered by every perfon converfant 
in the hiftory of that period. 

In this long enumeration of the circumftances 
which combined in favouring the progrefs of 
Luther*s opinions, or in weakening the refiftance 
of his adverfaries, I have avoided entering into 
any difcuflion of the theological doflrines of 
popery, and have not attempted to fhew how 
repugnant they are to the fpirit of Chriftianityf 

*= Jonin's Life of Erafraus, vol. i. p. 258. 

i Vender Hardt. Hill. Licerar. R^cforin, pars i. p. 2* 

and. 
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and how dcftitute of any foundation in reafon, 
in the word of God, or in the pradice of the ^"TsioT 
primitive church, leaving thofe topicks entirely 
to ccclefiaftical hiftorians, to whofe province 
they peculiarly belong. But when we ad^ the 
cfFedt of thefe religious confidcrations to the 
influence of political caufes, it is obvidus that 
the .unjted operation of both on the human 
niind, muft have be^n fudden and irrcfiftible* 
Though, to Luther's contemporaries, who were 
too near perhaps to the fcene, or too deeply 
interefted in it,, to trace caufes with accuracy, 
or to examine them with coolncfs, the rapidity 
with which his opinions fpread, appeared to be 
fo unaccountable, that fome of them imputed 
it to a certain uncommon and malignant pofition 
of the ftars, which fcattered the fpirit of gid* 
dincfs and innovation over the world % it is 
evident, that the fuccefs of the Reformation was 
the natural effedl of many powerful caufes pre- 
pared by peculiar providence, and happily con- 
fpiring to that end. This attempt to inveftigate 
thefe caufes, and to throw light on an event fo 
fingular and important, will not, perhaps, be 
deemed an unneceffary digreflion. — — 1 return 
from it to the courfe of the hiftory. 

The Diet at Worms conduced its delibera- Proceeaingt 
tions with that flow formality peculiar to fuch ^[ worm!! 
« Jovii Hiftoria, Lui. 1553. fol. p. 134. '^**' 

aflemblics. 
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afletnblies. Much time was fpent in eftaBIidi- 

ing fome regulations with regard to the internal 

police of the Empire. The jurifdiftion of the 

Imperial chamber was confirlhed, and the forms 

of its proceeding rendered more fixed and 

regular. A council of regency was appointed 

to aflifl: Ferdinand in the government of the 

Empire during his brother's abfence; which, 

from the extent of the Emperor's dominions, 

as well as the multiplicity of his affairs, was an 

^ event that might be frequently expe£^cd^ Thfi 

ftate of religion was then tikeri into confider- 

Thc Empc ^tion. There were not wanting fofne plaufibid 

Wsvicwf reafons which might have induced Charles to 

■With regard , ' ° 

16 Luttfer. h^ve dcclarcd himfclf thfe protcftor of Luther s 
caufe, or at leaft to haye connived at its pro- 
grefs. If he had poffcffed no other dominions 
but thofe which ■ belonged to him in Germany, 
. and no other xrown befides the Imperial, he 
might have been difpofed perhaps to favour a 
man, who aflcrted fo boldly the privileges and 
immunities for which the Empire had ftruggled 
fo long.with the Popes* But the vaft knd dan- 
gerous fchemes which Francis I. was forming 
Bgainft Charles, made it necefTary for him to 
regulate his conduft hy views more extenfive 
than thofe which would have fuited a German 

^Pont. Heuter. Rer. Auftr. lib. viii. c, ii. p. 19^. 
Pfeffcl Abrege ChronoU p. 598. 
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prince ; and it bfeing of the utmoft importahcii^ 
to fccure the Pope's fricndihip, this determined ^j-Viv 
him to treat l.uther with great feverity, as the 
moft efFcftiiatl merfiod of fooching Leo into a 
concurrence with his meafurcs. His cagernefe 
to accomplilh this, rendered him not uAWiliing 
to gratify the papal legates in Germany, who 
infifted that, without any delay or formal ddi* 
bcratioh, the diet ought to condemn a man 
whom the Pope had already excommunicated 
as an incorrigible heretick. Such aii abrupt 
manner o^ proceeding, however, bfeing deemed 
unprecedented and uAjOft by the members of 
the diet, they made a point of Luthier's appear- He \$ Tua. 
ing in perlbn, and declaring whether he adhered afpear« 
or not to thofe opinions, which had drawn upon 
him the ceftfures.of thie 'church «. Not only 
the Emperor, but all the princes through whofe 
territories he had to pafs, granted him i fafe- 
conduft ; and Charles wrote to hini at the famtf ,, . , 

. ^ March o. 

lime, requinng his immediate attendance On the 
diet, and renewing his promiles of protection 
from any injury or viole,h(ie *. Ltithcr did bdt 
hefitate one moment abiiut yielding obedience, 
and fet out for Worms, attended by the herald 
who had brought the Emperor*s letter and fafe- 
coridud.. While on his journey, many of his 
friends, whom the f^te of Hufs, under fimilar 

« P. Mart. Ep4 722, ^ Luth. Opcfk ii, 4^ i* 

Vol. II. N circum* 
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Book If. ciFCumftances, and notwithftandiiig the fame 

i^zT, fjcuri^yofan Jmpei;ial fafe-cqndudt, filled with 

His un- folicitude, advifwl andimreated him not to rufti 

daunted ...,'- .... • 

(pirit. yralitpnjy into the mi^Ut of daijg^r. Bgt Lu- 
ther, fpgerior to fueh terrors, l^knccd them 
with this i;eply;,/* I f m l3,wfuHy called,'* (aid 
Jie,; '*-to appear , in . t;hat city, and t^piti^r will I 
go in the ijame oi the Lord, wpugh fl% ^aany 
I^ev^s as there '^rjc. tiles op the houfcs, werA 
|here combined fgainft me*/* . 

MUrecep. . Thb recep^ioH which hc ,mct with at Wofms, 
Wotof, y?s fuch a^s he .rqight have reckoncjd a full 
reward of all hislabQ,y,?Sj^; if vanity ^nf| the love 
of gppUufe Kad hp^ ;the prijiciplps by ^jhicH 
ilC ^^s, JnAuenced. , prcater crpw4s:^^cmt)lcsd 
to toehold him, thap ha^d appeared ^t (he Em- . 
peror^,s,publickentjryj. his apartqen.ts wiere cjaily 
filled jvjth princes ^nd perfpnage?. of jthe higheft 
ran^.''3^;and ^e . was ,t;r,c;a,jed with, all the refpeft . 
jaid ,(;p^thplje,wIiQ pgl^^sjch^e povycf pf ,cj[i^c(3ip^ 
^he underftanding ^nd ieptimejots of Qthpr men | 
^n hppnage,, rnore iinc^re, as well as nriore flat- 
tering, than any which. pre- eminence in birth 
the man. or Condition can command. At his appearance 
•ppcarancc. bcforc the diet, he behaved with great decency, 
and .with equal fiirmn'els.* He readijy acknow- 

* Luth. Opcfr ii, 41^ • ^ . , . . 

^ Seckcnd. 156. Lnih. Opcr. ii. 414, 

ledged 



fedged aa <x«eft of vdictaenersi-airf^ aibtimoi^ in Boo* If. 
Ibis Gontrovcrfiai wi?itihgs, bw itf^kd to rei^& 1^2 u 
IhS . ©pini6ii6 . mvi&£s he -wiere fecmviriced 'of : tl^e^r • 

faKchobd; orto confeiattortheir bcingtmd'by ' * 

f9$ry trther nrfcth^R thfe vtord i©f Gofl. Wfeen 
aetther tfareacs dor enmbties/aouid pitvaul on 
Jiim to depart Ifxbi'rh this refo]bti0ii([rfame of tbe 
leckiefia^kks j^ro^fed to imilaitte tBe bcahrplfe 
4wf -the coimoii.cif; Cosiftaacc, iOiM bf piinrfbrng 
the «t»thoT of thrs pdliknc berdy^ who wdk 
fwrtr in their -powerj to. dcii^: the church^at 
tkroe from fuciLan e^ii. But (he memtiefs of 
*hc dttt refufing taocpore the ©erman itiwgritjr 
tt> frefh reprodch % a fecond Violation of ^li- 
jick faith ; ^nd -Cbarks bbing ^ck^Mi utiwiilin|; 
io brihg a ftaSn: dpon the begiKlring «f his adtti)- 
«ftrati<m by. fobh an rgnomihioui aftioh,' Lu^ 
Iflicr yas permitted <o d>epaft irt fafety'. A Apriue. 
letr days alfter he left th^ dtjT^ a ferere edift ^^i^ 
^asr|)\iblifti^d: in the emperoi^V flame, arid by »s»i«ft^^"^ 
-dtithorlty of the^iet,' depriving him, as an ob- 
ttJriatfe* and ekcbmniiihicatcd crnrtiii^l, of all thb 
|>H^leges N^hich he enjoyed as a fubjed of thb 
E-m^inc, fofbtddlo^ ahy prince to hkrbbOr or 
2^«Wfe£k him,' and 'requiring all to conciir in feiV- 
iKg hisperfort as^foon as the term f^ecifidd in h?s 
fefe-conda6t was iiipirfcd*. 

.>^.PauI, Hift. of Counc. p» 13. Se«kcnd» i6q. 
* Gold. Conft. Imperial, li. 408. 

N z But 
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Book U. b^t ^hfs rigorous dtcttt had no confiderable 
,^2,. eflfeft, the execution of it being prevented 
^mIJ!^' partly by the multiplicity of occupations which 
w^twart. ^h^ comniotions in Spain, together with the 
wars in Italy and the Low Countries, created 
to the Emperor; and partly by a prudent pre* 
caution employed by the Eleftor of Saxony, 
Luther's faithful patron. As Luther, on his 
return from Worms, was pafling near Alten* 
ftein in Thuringia, a nun^r of horfemen in 
inalks rufhed fuddenly out of a wood, where 
the £le£tor had appointed them to lie in wait 
for him, and furrounding his conipany, carried 
him, after difmifllng all his attendants, to Wart- 
burg, a ftrong caftle not far diftant. There 
the Eledor ordered him to be fupplied with 
every thing neceflary or agreeable, but the place 
of his retreat was carefully concealed, until 
the fury of the prefcnt ftorm againft him began 
to abate, upon a change in the political fitua- 
tion of Europe. In this folitude, where he rD- 
mained nine months, and which he frequently 
called his Patmos, after the name of that iflaad 
to which the apoftle John was banilhed, he 
exerted his ufual vigour and induftry in defence 
of his doftrines, or in confutation of his adver- 
faries, publifhing feveral treatifes, which revived 
the fpirit of hi$ followers, aitonilhed to a great 
- degree. 
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degree, add dilheartened at the fudden diikp- Book II. 
pcarancc of their leader. iczif 

During his confinement, his opinions con- Pfo|itfi«r 
tinued to gain ground, acquiring the afcendant ^!^^' 
in almoft every city of Saxony. At this time, 
the Auguftiniaqs of Wittetnberg, with the ap^ 
probation of the univerfity, and the connivance 
of the Eledor, ventured upon the iirft ftep 
towards an alteration in the eftabli&ed forms of 
publick worfhip, by aboli(hing the celebration 
of private maffes, and by giving the cup as well 
as the bread to the laity in adminiftring the fa- 
crament of the Lord's fuppcr. 

Whatever confolation the courage and fuc- j)^^^^ 
cefs of his difciples, or the progrefs of his doc- fij*^"p^r 
trines in his own country, afforded Luther in his ^**"°"'< 
retreat, he there received information of two 
events, which confidcrably damped bis joy, as 
they feemed to lay infuperable obftades in the 
way of propagating hk principles in the two 
moft powerful kingdoms of Europe. One was, 
a folemn decree, condemning his opinions, pub- 
lifhed by the univerfity of Parb, the moft 
ancient, and at that time the moft refpeftable 
of the learned focieties in Europe. The other 
was, the anfwer written to his book concerning Henry vin. 
the Babylonilh captivity by Henry VIIi; of :X'(t 
N 3 England. ^*^*'^- 



I52I; 
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Booxll; Engknd. Th«t young monarch, having beck 
educated under the eye of a ful^cious father^ 
who, in order to prevent his attending to bufi- 
ricfs-, kept him occupied in the ftudy of litera- 
ture, ftill retained a greater love of learning^ 
and ftronger habits of application to it, than 

' 4re comnion among Princes of fo a£tive a dif- 
pofition, andfuch violent palHons. Being am- 
Sitious of acquiring glory of every kind; as well' 
as zesaloufly attached to the Komifh church, and 
highly ^ exafperated; againft Luther, who had 
treated Thomas Aquinas; his favourite author, 
with great contempt, Henry did' not think it 
enough to exert his royalauthority in oppofing 
the .opinions of the reformer, but refolved like- 

. wife. to.co5abat thern wjth fchojaftick w^apoqs. 
With .this. view, l^epublifhed his treatife on the 
Sevea. Sacraments, wl^ich, though forgotten at 
iprefentj^ as, books of controverfy al)vays are, 
when the ocQafion. that produced them is.paft, 
is not d^ftitute of polemical ingenuity ^nd^cute- 
nefs, and.was^repre|jbnted by the flattery of his 
courtiers to^be a^wprkof fuch wonderful fcienqe 
^ad lea^fnipg,. as exalted bim no lefs above Qther. 
^yjt^ors in. q^erjit,^ t!?^5^ b^. was^ djftinguilhed 
a^QOg thetn by^ his rank. The Pope, to whom 
^t^ was^ pr^Xented^,with the greateft formality in 

..full cpnfiftory, fpoke of it. in fuch terps, as if ^ 
, ithfidbjjcn 4i^ate4 biy imn[iedi^te inf|)iration ; 



atid as a te^irfiony of the gratitude of the tturch Jwi^i' 
fbrhis exttaordinafy zeal, conferred oh Kim the ij^u 
trde of Befendir of the Fairb^' zti appellation' 
^ich Hehry foon forfeited in the opinion of^ 
thofe ' from whortfi he derived it; and whtcK is"^ 
ftill retained by his fucceffors, though the'aVowed' 
enemies of thofe opinions, by contending for 
which he merited that honourable diftinftion,^ 
Luther, wh.Q was not overawed either by the. Lother> 
authority of the Univerfity, or the dignity of, J^jjj^** 
the Monarch, foon publifhedhis animadverfions 
on both in a ftyle no lefs vehement and feycre,' 
than he would have ufed in confuting h^. 
meaneft antagonift. This . indecent boldnefe, 
inftead of fhocking his. contemporaries, was- 
confidered by them as a new proof of his ..un- 
daunted fpirit. A controvcrfy managed by dit 
putants fo illuftriousy drew mofe g^netahatten* 
tion; and fuch was the' contagion of the fpirir 
of innovation^ difFufcd through Europe in thar 
^ge,:and fo powerful thc'cvideride which accbiifli'' 
pahiedthe doftrincs of the reformers oh theii^ 
firft publication', < that, in fpite b6th 'of the civir 
and ccclefiaftical powers combir^d againft thtim, 
they daily gained cortvercd bdt:h 'in Fr^tce an<l 
in England.' ^ '^ 

How\dcfirou9^ focvcr the EwpeforiSigHt W suteof af- 
topMt a ftop to Luther's progrels, he was often ttfe^' 
N 4 obliged, ^Y^Zr' 
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FooK n. obligcdl, during the diet at Worms, 150 turn hi& 
T521. thovghu to matters It ill more interefting, and 
which demanded more immediate attention. A 
var was ready to break out between him and 
I^rancis in Navarre^ \t\ the Low Countries, and 
\^ Ital^ ; apd it required either great addrefs to 
^vert the danger, or timely and wife precautions 
to refjft it. Every circumftance, at that junc- 
ture, inclined Charles to prefer the former mea- 
fure, Spain was torn with intcftine commo- 
Cidtis. In Italy, he had not hitherto fecured 
the affiftance of any one ally. In the Low- 
Gouritries, his fubjefts trembled at the thoughts 
of a rupture with France, the fatal eiFefts of 
which on their commerce they had often expe- 
rienced. From thefe confiderations, as well as 
from the folicitude of Chicvres, during his whole 
adminiilration, to maintain peace between the 
two monarchs, proceeded the Emperor's back- 
wardnefs to commence hoftilities. But Fraricis 
and his minifters did not breathe the fame 
pacific fpirir. He eafily forefaw that concord! 
could not long fvbfift, where intereft, emula- 
tion, and ambition ccKnfpired to difiblve it ; and 
he pofTeired feverU advantages which flattered 
Mim with the hope$ of furprifing his rival, and 
pf overpowering him before he could put hinfi- 
felf in a pofture of defence. The French 
> jftifrtng's don^v^i<yMi, from their cqnipaA fituation,^ 
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from their fubje&ion to the royal authority, from 
the genius of cbe people, fond of war, and 
attached to their foyereign by every tie of duty 
and afieSion, were more capable of a great or 
fudden effbrr, than the larger but difunited ter« 
ritories of the Emperor, in one part of which 
the people were in arms againft his minifters, 
and in all his prerogative was more limited thaa 
that of hi3 rival. 



The only princes, in whofe power it was tp Heoryrin. 
have kept down, or to have extinguifhed this Slt!^. 
flame on its firft appearance, either negleAed to 
ex^rt themfelves, or were a£tive in kindling and 
fprea^ing if. Henry Vlll. (hough he affefted 
to aflum^ the name of mediator, and both par- 
ties made frequent appeals to him, had laid 
a(ide the impartiality which fuit^d that chara<fter. 
Wolfey, by his artifices, had eitranged him fo 
entirely from the French King, (hat he fecretly 
fomented the difcord which he ought to have 
compofed, and waited only for fome decent 
pretext to join hU arms to the Emperor^s". 

Leo's endeavours to excite difcord between t^n**- 

' tatei be- 

the Emperor and Francis were more avowed, tween tht 
and had greater influence.. Not only his duty, 
9S the common father of Chrifiendom, but hi^ 

• Hpi^U Fi4des's life of Woirey, ^jS. 

intercft 



mall. 



BbbK ir. iftter^ft'as^ in 'Kalian 'pweHtatCicalle'd ujfeh-tfie^ 
**J?^7r^ ;^6pe to'aft ai the guardian of theyublielctrafl^ 
cfiiilikf,^ and toav6id anymcafure rfiat miglrt* 
c^eirtuf ri the fyilem, which after much blood- 
^^ iHttI,' and^ m^y ncgociatioms; was* ito^ efta- 

blMfedirl Itafy. Actordingly Leo, whdinffantly^ 
^ dilcerned the propriety of this conduftj had' 
fbrtited' ff*fch'eme'updn''Charies*s proinoti'on' to 
the Imperial dignity, of rendering' hirrtfeff the* 
umpire between the rivals, by foothing jthem 
'},. alternately^ while he entered into no clofecon- 

federaicy with either ; and a" Pontiff left atti- 
bitibus and encerprizrng; might have ft^ed Eu-^ 
fop^ frdtti Th^tiy calamities by' adhefihg to" this 
pUti. Bat this high-fpirited prelate, who was ^ 
ftlH \tf the pf infe of life, longed pafllon^tely^ to' 
diftJngoiJh his p6nlificate by fom'e fplendi^^ 
aAion. -He was impatient to wafli away the 
iflfattiy of having loft 'PSrma and Placentia,* the 
acqujfitidtt of which refleiSed fo much luftfeoh 
' the adiiiiniftfation of his predeceflbr Juliusi He* 
beheld, with the indignation natural to Italians 
in that age, the dominion whicH the Tranfal- 
« . . pine, or as they, in imitation of therRoman arro- 
gance, denominated them, the barbarous nations^ 
had attained in Italy. He flattered himfelf, 
that after affifting- the one monarch to ftrip the 
other of' his poffeffions in that country, he 
might &ttd meiani of driving Lout -tlie^ Victor in 
;'.//. :n; ' his 
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his turn, and acquire the glory of' reftbring Boax IL 
Italy to the liberty and happihcfe which it: en* ,.^,^ 
joyed before the invafion ofjCharles VUf; when 
every ftate was governed; by its. natiw prinocsi 
or its own laws^ and unacquainted wiiha^ fo^ 
reign yoke. Extravagant and^chimeFtcal asithi) 
projedl nnay fce«i, it- was the favourite objcd 
of al mod. every Italian eminent i for gpmas of 
enterprize during great part of. the. fixteentit 
century. They vainly hoped, that by> fuperior 
ikill . in the artifices and refinements of negocia-* 
tiod, .they ihould' be * able to baffle the efibrt9 
of nations, ruder indeed than themfdvcsy buc 
mv^^h n:>orfi powerful and warlike. Sb alluring 
Wia$ the pnolpeft of ; this to Leo, . that notwiih^» 
(landing the gentlenefs of. his difpofi'tion^ andi 
his fondnefs for the pleafure^ofa refined and? 
Ipjcurioiis eafe, he haftened to difturb the peace? 
qfiJ^drppet and taplun^ himfelf in adaitger-*' 
0103 war, with an impcttaofity fcarccly inferior' 
tf» thflt^of the^turbulent and martial Julius'^^: 

It was in-l^eo's power, however, to ehufci 
which of the monarchs he. wcH^ldtakeifor his.' 
coi]ifederace againfi: the other* Both, of them, 
cpprjed hi^ friendship; he>.wAYe«c4 for-f<wnci 
tyne between thera, and ^t firft conclpdod am 
ajliapc^ with Fraqcis, , The ofc^ja^f xhjs treaty) 

^ Gaic, lib. xi?. p. 1 73.r 

was 
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Book IT. was the conqucft of Naples, which the confcde- 
1C2I. ^^^^s agreed to divide between them. The Pope, 
it is probabie, flattered himfelf, that the briflc 
and aftivc fpirit of Francis^ feconded by the 
fame qualities in his fubjeds, would get the ftart 
of the flow and wary councils of the Emperor, 
and that they might 'over-run with eafe this de- 
tached portion of his dominions, ill provided 
for defence, and always the prey of every in- 
Vader. But whether the French King, by dif- 
covering too openly his fufpicions of Leo's fill- 
cerity, difappointed thefe hopes ; whether the 
treaty was only an artifice of the Pope's, to covet' 
the more ferious negociations which he was car- 
rying on with Charles; whether he was en- 
ticed by the profpeft of reaping greater advan^ 
tages from an union with that prince; or whe- 
ther he was foothed by the zeal which Charles 
had manifefted for the honour of the church in 
CoBdu^s 1 condemning Luther ; certain it is, that he foon 
cSiicir deferted his new ally, and made overtures of ^ 
friendftiip, though with great fecrecy, to the 
Emperor ^ Don John Manuel, the fame man 
who had been the favourite of Philip, and whofe 
addrefs had difconcerted all Ferdinand's fchemcs, 
Iiaving been delivered, upon the death of that 
monarch, from the prifon to which he had been 
confined, was now the Imperial ^mbaflador at 

t GoICi lib.xiv. p, 17.5. Mcro. dc Bcl^y, Par, 1573. p. 24. 

Rojtne, 
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'Rome, and fully capable of improving this fa- ^^^ l^- 
▼otirable difpofition in the Pope to his mailer's |.^,^ 
advantage "*. To hitn the conduft of this nego- 
ciation was entirely committed; and being care- 
fully concealed from Chievres, whoft averfion 
from a war with France would have prompted 
him to retard or defeat it, an alliance between 
the Pope and Emperor was quickly conclu« j^^^,^ 
ded % The chief articles in this treaty, which 
proved the foundation of Charles's grandeur in 
Italy, were, that the Pope and Emperor (hould 
join their forces to expel the French out of the 
Milanefc, the poflefTion of which fliould be 
granted to Francis $forza, a fon of Ludovlco 
the Moor, who had refided at Trent fmce the 
time his brother Maximilian had been difpol^ 
feiled of his dominions l^ the French King; 
that Parma and Placentia' Ihould be reftorcd to 
the church •, that the Emperor (hould afllft the 
Pope in conquering Ferrara; that the annual 
tribute paid by the kingdom of Naples to the 
Holy See ihould beincreafed; that the Emperor 
fhould take the family of Medici under his pro- 
tedion \ that he (hould grant to the Ca^rdinal of 
that nanfie a penfion of ten thoufand ducats upon 
the archbiihoprick of Toledo ^ and fettle lands 

4 Jovii Vita Leonis, lib. iv. p. 89. ' Guic. 1. xiv. 

* iSt. Mem. de Bella/, p. 24, Du Mont, Corpt Diplom. 
torn. iv. lappl. p. 96. 

in 
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BookI^. in the kingdom of J^^pjjes to the. femc^»dflfc 
jupon Akxiander tht aaHsural ifoa -of Loridizoile 
.Medici. ' 



is^ii- 



Death of T«^ tmrtfe^^ing an Jaffair of_fuch mStkcrtt 

th^e^Empi- wkfeoui -hi* ^pardciJpflOiott, appeared to Ghievreh 
rkcVnd''"" ^ doeifiw a piroofof his hiviaag loftithe afeeo. 
miniftcr. j^j^^ '^idi hc iiad hitherto mainltained p^r tte 
imind of Us pupil,., that ibis chflgrim <on this ao 
iCpi;¥i|;, f^^d to the mclwocboij wdtfa whidn ive 
•\ras ov^f ^helmed on takings a -view jof the many 
and jLifiav^idabl^ calanftitics. attending .a iwair 
.aga|nft Fr^e, /is faid to "li^ve Ibor^-dicd; his 
days'. Pt|tthdpg^<:bi$^|>erhaps^ noi/b^tinl]r 
xhe conif (f]:jijif? P( hiftom^is^ fbnd of mmbi^^iig 
^f very th^flg di^ bcfft^*^5yftttftri€>uS petforidgw ip 
jextra^rdinary caufe^ jandiof Scribing even.^ds* 
d^feafes aqd deat^ to t^ Q0e6t of poli&0}l^a(£- 
riQn(&, 'wJiiph.a^ niQre^pt. to 4ift;urb the ^n}Q|]!yiieliC 
thaijv to aJbr^4gP f he period of life,,: it is trertaiii 
li^^t ki^ dia^fk atthisqritieaJ j^mcfturt extiflguiflwd 
fU bog€B.,qf avoiding a ruj«are;.with Ftailcc •• 
This. pir^nh.XQQi deUvered Cbarles from i juitA- 
fter, t^iyrf)ofeau|hprity hehmlfe6en.accpfl«»tted 
from hifirrf^fep^^y. tft fUbmit with fiich.inaiplitit 
jkfcfeqcfjt ais <:h^ked Mild deprcffed hb geniias, 
and retained him in a ftate of pupillage, unbc* 

^ P. Heater. Rer. Auftriac. lib. viil* c» 1 1. p» 197. 

coming 



<;pmifig 4^1? years, gs ,well ^s his reinki tot riiis Boo« ir, 
r^wipt l^^ing rqi^ovcd, th^e native .pp wees /of ^"Ts^ziT' 
l^is mind 'wcrp.pqrwttfid tt^rvw&ld i;bfiiofclveSt 
9fid kp, \ieg^ntfi difplay.fu<<|^,grf?^f itaiknt$»!tKittti 
in council 9fi(ir in cxpcutipq, ^s ^jjc^c^d <^ 
i)QpSs.9Jf ^.4;(;W.^m|)prvip? "^giidcomroaRd.i^^ 
ft«to^f^i9Pr:9f,PQftcrity.,. . . : , . 

/^ftifB^.^bevfPPC ^nd ;Eli«;ff)qr<?r Wfffis 4)Fj:. commence- 

paringi in cpftfcgpenpp qf t^c\r fccr^t alliance, Suitj. • 
to attack lylilian, h^oftjljtve? q9.919ic.nccd WiJtnpr "•^^''^^ . 
ther qq^rter, ^ T.he childrpn of John d*Ali>Fet, 
Kmg^ of .Ka^varxe, having pf ten demanded ;t^ 
r,ep:i Wipn^ P Wf ^ li,ercdi^ry domipiow, in tei^^ 
0/ ti^^^ea^y of Npyiqn* pad Charks haying ^ 
gftcxi ,dttde4 jtheir req^f 9:s mpon.yejy friyoJatis 
ppctc!?,??^ Fj^pcis thought hifpfclf authorized by 
th^t tre^fy to affift the. q^ikd family. Thj(f 
^Hpauxe^api^e^red extr^srp.ely favourabje for fuf I^ 
an enjE^rprijje. Charley wia§..at ? diftancc fron^ . 
th?t p^j ,qf . his dptpin\Qn3 ; ib^troc^ps uf^a^y. 

ft^ipi^d;^'}^??, ^^^ ^^^ called away to quelj 
thp cqnomptJQn^ in Spain ; ;he ^^aqilh maki- 
?pntent^ wj^iPte" , fqlicited hw. to . invadse Na?* 
v«cs^^,<ksvhic^,1tfiQpfid^9bk h&ion was ready 
V> ideci^KP for .tbe.deCc£ndaatsj:)f their ancient 
(XK^Qiarich^. .Bid in order to avoid, as much a» 
poflTible, giving .offence to the Emperor^ ot 

^ '« P. MiirL ^p, 735. ^ ?• M^rt^ Ep* yzu 

; • 4 " • • ' krhg 
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Book IL K4ng of England* Francis direfted forces to ht 
levied, and the war to be carried on, not in bt§ 
own name, but in diat of Henry d^AlbVct. The 
condud of thefe tit>ops was committed to An-» 
drew de Foix, de TEfparre, a young nobleman, 
whom his near alliance to the unfortunate King 
whofe battles he was to fight, and what was ftill 
more powerful, the intereft of his fifter, madame 
de Chateaubriand, Francis's favourite mtftrefs, 
Progre^iof rccommendcd to that important truft, for which 
At Fitjich. 1^^ ^^j neither talents nor experience. But as 
there was no army in the field to oppofe him, 
he became mafter, in a few days, of the whole 
kingdom of Navarre, without mtetmg with any 
obftruftion but from the citadel of Pampeluna. 
The additional works to this forcrefs, begun by 
Ximenes, were ftiUiinfiniQicd ; nor would its 
flight refiftance have defefved notice, if Ignatio 
Loyola, a Bifcayan gentleman, had not been 
dangeroufly wounded in its defence. During 
the progrefs of i lingering cure, Loyola hap- 
pened to have no other aihufement than what 
he found iia reading the lives oF the fainb: 
The effect of this on his mind, naturally enthu* 
fiaftic, but axnbitious ^nd darings wasto infpire 
him with fuch a defireof emulating the glory 
of thefe fabulous worthies of the Romifli church^^ 
as led him inob the wiideil and moft extravagant 
adventures, which terminated at laft in inftitut* 
ing the fociety of Jefuits, the moft political and 

bcft 
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beft regulated of all the monaftick orders, and Book IT. 
from which mankind have derived more ad van- ^'TXT^ 
cages, and received greater hurt, than from any 
other of thefe religious fraternities. 

If, Upon the reduflion ofPampeluna, L'Ef- They enter 
parre had been fatisfied with taking proper pre- ^^^^^^' 
cautions for fecuring his conqueft, the kingdom 
of Navarre might ftill have remained annexed 
to the crown of France, in reality, as well as in 
title. But, pulhed on by youthful ardour, and 
cncoufaged by Francis, who was too apt to be 
dazzled with fucccfs, he ventured to pafs the 
confines of Navarre, and to lay fiege to Lo- 
grogno, a fmall town in Caftile. This rouzed 
the Caftilians, who had hitherto beheld the rapid 
progrefs of his arms with great unconcern, and 
the diifehfions in that kingdom being almofl: 
compofed, both parties exerted themfelves with 
emulation in defence of their country ; the one, 
that it might efface the memory of paft mifcon- 
du6t by its prefent zeal; the other, that it might 
add to the merit of having fubdued the Empe- 
ror's rebellious fubjefls, that of repulfing his 
foreign enemies. The fudden advance of their 
troops, together with the gallant defence made 
by the inhabitants of Logrogno, obliged the 
French general to abandon his ralh enterprize. 
The Spaniih army, which increafed esrery day, 
haraffing him during! his retreat, he, inftead of 
you II. p taking 
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taking flieltcr under the cannon of Pampcliina^ 
fez I, ^^ waiting the arrival of fomc troops which were 
IfeTtcd" marching to join him, attacked the Spaniards, 
and driven though far fuperfor to him in number, with 
wre. great impetuofity, but with fo little conduft, 
that his forces were totally routed, he himfelf, 
together with his principal officers, was taken 
prifoner, and Spain recovered pofleffioa of Na- 
varre in ftill fhorter time than the French had 
fpcnt in the conqueft of it^ 

Hoftiihifs ^ While Francis endeavoured to juftify his 
theuw invafion of Navarre, by carrying it on in the 
Countries. ^^^^ of Henry D' Albret, he had rccourfe to an 
artifice much of the fame kind, in attacking an- 
other part of the Emperor's territories* Robert 
de la Mark, lord of the fmall but independent 
territory of Bouillon, fituated on the frontiers 
or Luxembourg and Champagne, having aban- 
doned Charles's fervice on account of an en- 
croachment which the Aulick council had made 
on his jurifdidtion, and having thrown himfelf 
upon France for protedion, was eafily perfuaded, 
in the heat of his refentment, to fend a herald to 
Worms, and to declare war againft the Emperor 
in form. Such extravagant infolence in a petty 
prince furprized Charles, and appeared to him 
a certain proof , of his having received promifes 
of powerful fupport from the French King* 

y Mem. dc fiellay, p. 21. P. Mart. Ep. 726. 
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The juftnefs of this conrfufion foon became 
evident. Robert entered Luxembourg with ^7521 
troops levied in France, by the King's conni- 
vance, though feemingly in con tradition to his 
orders, and after ravaging the open coiii'itfy, 
laid fiege to Vireton; Of this Charles com- 
plained loudly, as a direft violation of the peac6 
fabfifting between the two crowns, and fum- 
moned Henry VIII. in terms of the treaty con- 
eluded at London in the year one thoufand five 
hundred and eighteen, to tUrn his arms again^fl: 
Francis as the firftaggrcflbr. Francis pretended 
that he was not anfwerable for Robertas condu6l^ 
whofe army fought under his own ftandards, 
and in his own quarrel 5 and afBrnred, that,, con- 
trary to an exprefs prohibition, he had feduced 
fome fubjcfts of France into his fervicej by.t 
Henry paid fo little regard to this evafion, that 
the French King, rather than irritate a prince 
whomi he ftill hoped to gain, cpmmahded De la 
Mark to dilband his troops % 

The Emperor, mean while, was aflembling 
an army to chaftife Robert's infolence. Twenty 
thoufand men, under the count of Naflau, in- 
vaded his little territories, ^nd in a few days 
became matters of everyplace in tHem but Scd^n. 
After making Ki'm feel fo fchfibly the weight of 

* Mem. dc Bcllay, p. 22, &c. Mem. de Fl^uranges, p. 
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his mafter's indignation, NafTau advanced to^ 
wards the frontiers of France ; and Chark? 
knowing that he might prefunae fo far on Henry's 
partiality in his favour, as not to be over-awed 
by the fame fears .which had reftrained Francis, 
ordered his general to beliege Moufon. The 
jco.wardice of the garrifon having obliged the go- 
vernor to furrender almoft without refiftance, 
Sicgc of Naflau invcfted Mezieres, a place at that time 
by the im- of no confiderable ftrengthi but fo advantage* 
ouQy fituated, that by getting poiTellion of it, 
the Imperial army might have penetrated into 
the heart of Champagne, in which there was 
hardly any other town capable of obftrudling its 
progrcfs. Happily for France, its monarch, 
fenfible of thq importance of this fortrefs, and 
of. the danger tb which if was expofed, com- 
mitted the defence of it to the chevalier Bayard, 
diftinguiflied among his contemporaries by the 
appellation oiThe Knight without foar^ and with- 
out reproach \^ iTlhis man, whofe prowefs in com- 
bat, whofe punftilioiis ^Honour and formal gal- 
lantry, bear a neater refembl^nce„than any thing 
recorded in hiftory, to the character, afcribed to 
the heroes of chivalry, poffeffed all the talents 
which form a great general. Thefe he had 
many occafions of exerting in the defence of 
Mezieres ; partly by his valour, partly by his 
conduft, heprotradled the fiegeto a great length, 

• Oeuvres deBrantpme, torn, vi. 114, 
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and in the end obliged the Imperiallfts to raife 
it, with infamy and lofs\ Francis, at the head ^'Tfzl 
of a numerous army, foon retook Moufon, and "^^*^' 
entering the Low Countries, made feveriil con- 
quefts of fmall importance. In the neighbour- 
hood of Valenciennes, through an excefs of cau- 
tion, an error with which he cannot be often 
charged, he loft an opportunity of cutting off 
the whole Imperial army % and what was ftill 
of more confequence, he difgufted the cbnftable 
Bourbon, by giving the command of the van to 
the duke D'Alenfon, though this poftof hqnour 
belonged to Bourbon, as a prerogative of his 
office. / 

DtTRiNG thefe operations in the .field, a con* ADguf. 
grefs was held at Calais under the mediation. of cli^iyun^ 
Henry VIII. in order to bring all differences to dfaJon^''" 
an amicable i^ue; and if the intentions of the ^"s'and, 
mediator had correfponded in any degree to his 
profeflions, it could hardly kav^Mfailed of pro4 
ducing fomc good effedt. Heqfcy committed the 
fole mianagemeni: of the negociation, with unli- 
mited powers, to Wolfey j and this choice alone 
was fufficient to have rendered it abortive. That 
prelate, bent on attaining the papal crown, the 
great obje<3:,of his ambition, and ready to facri- 
fice every thing in order to gain the Emperor's 

* Mem. de Bellay, p. 25, &:c. 

* P. Mart. Ep. 747. Mem. de Bellay, 35. 

P 3 intereft, 




THE HEIGN OP THE 

intered:, was fo little abJe to conceal his par^ 
^^^^ tiality, that, if Francis had not been well ac« 
quainted with his haughty and vindidive tern* 
per, he would have declined his mediation. 
Much time was fpent in inquiring who had be« 
gun hoftilities, which Wolfey affeded to reprc- 
i^nt as the principal point ; and by throwing 
the blameof that on Francis, he hoped to juftify, 
by the treaty of London, any alliance into which 
without; any JjIs matter fhould enter with Charles. The con- 

efFeft, 

ditions on which hoflilities might be terminated, 
(Came next to be confidered ; but with regard 
to thefe, the Emperor's propofals were fuch as 
difcovered cither that he was utterly, averfe to 
peace, or that he knew Wolfey would approve 
of whatever terms Ihould be offered in his name. 
He demanded the reftitution of the dutchy of 
Burgundy, a province, the pofleffion of which 
would have given him accefs into the hfeart of 
the kingdom ; and required a difcharge of the 
homage due ^t6 -the crown of France for the 
toui;ities of Flamiers and Artois, which none of 
his anceftors had ever refufed, and whicL he 
had bound himfelf by the treaty of Noyon to 
renew. Thefe terms, to which an high'-fpiritcd 
prince would fcarcely have liftened, after the 
difafters of the moft unfortunate war, Francis 
rejefted with great difdain 5 and Charles (hew- 
ing no inclination to comply with the more 
equal aud mpderatc propofitions of the French 

monarchy 
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aiDnarch, that be fliould reftorc Navarre to its 
lawful prirvce, and withdraw his troops from '15Z1 
the fiege of Tournay, the congrefs broke up 
without any other effect than that which attends 
unfuccefsful negociations, the exafperating of 
the parties, whom it was intended to reconcile *». 

DuRiNO the continuance of the congrefs. League 
WoJfey, on pretence that the Emperor himfelf France be- 
would be more willing to make reafonable con- Emperor* 
ceffidns than his minifters, made an excurfion viil ^"'^ 
to Bruges, to meet that monarch* He was 
received by Charles, who knew his vanity, with 
as much refped and magnificence as if he had 
been king of England. But inftead of advan- 
cing the treaty of peace by this interview, 
Wolicy, in his matter's name, concluded a 
les^ue with the Emperor againft Francis; in 
which it was ftipulated, that Charles (hould in- 
vade France on the fide of Spain, and Henry 
in Picardy, each with an army of forty thoufand 
men; and that, in order to ftrengthen their 
vmon, Charles ihould efpoufethe Princeis Mary, 
Henry's only child, and the apparent heir of his 
dominions*/ Henry produced no better rea- 
fons for this mcafure, equally unjuft and impo- 
Jitick, than the article in the treaty of London, 

^ P. Mart. Ep. 739. Herbert, 
f Rymcr, Feeder, xiiu Herbert. 
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Book II. fcy which he pretended that he was bound ta 
1521. take arms againft the French King as the firft. 
aggreflbr; and the injury which he alleged 
Francis had done him, in permitting the duke 
of Albany, the head of a faftion in Scotland, 
which oppofcd his intereft, to return into that 
kingdom. He was influenced, however, by 
other confiderations. The advantages which 
accrued to his fubjefts from maintaining an 
cxaft neutrality, or the honour that refulted to 
himfelf from a^ing as the arbiter between the 
contending princes, appeared^ to his youthful 
imagination fo inconfiderable, when .compared 
with the glory which Charles and Francis feape4 
from leading armies or conquering provinces, 
that he determined to remain no longer in 9 
ftate of inadlivity. Having once taken this re-" 
folution, his inducements to prefer an alliance 
with Charles were obvious. He had no claim 
upon any part of that Prince's dominions, moft 
of which were fo fituated, that he could not 
attack them without great difficulty and dif- 
advantage ; whereas feveral maritime provinces 
of France had been long in the hands of th^ 
Englifli monarchs, whofe pretenfions, even to 
the crown of that kingdom, were not as yet 
altogether forgotten ; and the poffeffion of Ca- 
lais not only gave him eafy accefs into fome of 
thefe provinces, but in cafe of any difafter, af- 

ford?4 
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forded him a fecurc retreat. While Charles Book II. 
attacked France upon one frontier, Henry flat- ^-^^^ 
tcrcd himfelf that he would find little rcfiftancc 
on the other, and that the glory of re-annexing 
to the crown of England the ancient inheritance 
of its monarchs on the continent, was refcrved 
for his reign. Wolfey artfully encouraged thefe 
vain hopes, which led his matter into fuch mea- 
lures as were moft fubfervient to his own fecrec 
fchemes 5 and the Englifti, whofc hereditary ' 
animofity againft the French was apt to rekindle 
on every occafion, did not difapprove of the 
piartial fpirit of their fovereign. 

Meanwhile the league between the Pope ^ ^.j.^, 
and Emperor produced great efFe6ts in Italy, miuiy. 
and rendered Lombardy tjie chief theatre of 
war. There was, at that time, fuch contrariety 
between the charader of the French and ka- 
lians, that the latter fubmitted to the govern^ 
ment * of the former with greater impatience, 
than they exprefled under the dominion of other 
foreigners. The phlegm of the Germans and 
gravity of the Spaniards, fuited their jealous 
temper and ceremonious manners better than 
the French gaiety, too prone to gallantry, and 
too little attentive to decorum. Lewis XII. 
however, by the equity and gcntlenefs of his 
^dminiilration, and by granting the Milanefe 

more 
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Book II. more extcnfivc privileges than thofc they had 
j.,j^ enjoyed under their native princes, had over* 
come, in a great meafure, their prejudices, and 
reconciled them to the French government. 
Francis, on recovering that dutchy, did not 
imitate the example of his predeceflbr. Though 
too generous himfclf to opprefs his people, his 
boundlefs confidence in his favourites, and his 
negligence in examining into the condu^ of 
thofe whom he cntrufted with power, emboU 
dened them to venture upon many aidts of 
TheMiu. opprcffion. The government of Milan was 
goftcd with committed by him to Odet de Foix, Mare* 
gotwn?'^ chal de Lautrec, another brother of Madame 
"^'^^ de Chatcau-Briand, an officer of great expe- 
rience and reputation, but haughty, imperious, 
rapacious, and incapable either of liftening to 
advice, or of bearing contradiftion. His infe- 
rence and exactions totally alienated the affec- 
tions of the Milanefe from France, drove many 
of the confiderable citizens, into banifhment, 
and forced others to retire for their own fafety. 
Among the laft was Jerome Morone, vice- 
chancellor of Milan, a man whofe genius for 
intrigue and enterprize diftipguiihed him in an 
lage and country, where violent fadions, as well 
as frequent revolutions, affording great fcope 
jfbr fuch talents, produced or called them forth 
in great abundance, (le repaired to Francis 

Sforza^ 
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^forza, whofe brother Maximilian he had be-^ 

frayed 5 and fufpedling the Pope's intention of ^.^^^ 

attacking the Milanefe, although his treaty with 

the Emperor was not yet made publick, he 

proposed tp Lop, in name of Sforza, a fcheme 

for furprizing feveral places in that dutchy by 

means of the exiles, who, from hatred to the 

French, and from attachment to their former , ' 

mafterfib were ready for any defperate enter- 

prize. Leo not only encouraged the attempt, 

but advanced a confiderable fum towards the 

execution of it i and when through unforefeen 

accidents it failed of fuccefs in every part, he 

allowed the exiles,^ho had alTembled in a body, 

to retire to Reggio, which belonged at that time 

to the church. The Marechal de Foix, who 

•commanded at Milan in abfence of his brother 

Lautrec, who was then in France, tempted with junc s4« 

the hopes of catching at once as in^ fnare, all 

the avowed enemies of his matter's government 

in that country, ventured to march into the 

jecclefiaftical territories, and to inveft Reggio* 

J^t the vigilance and good conduct of Guic- 

ciardini the hiftorian, governor of that place, 

obliged the French general to abandon the en- 

terprize with difgrace ^ Leo, on recdyiiig this ThePope 

intelligence, with which he was highly pleafed, fgj*^" 

gs it furnifhed hioi a decent pretext for a rup- *'*^"** 

«■ ' * - 

. I Guic. lib. xiv. 183, Mem. de Bellay, p. 38, &c. 
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looKiir. ture with France, immediately aflcmbled the 
J c? I. confiftory of Cardinals. After complaining bit* 
terly of the hoftile intentions of the French 
King, and magnifying the Emperor's zeal for 
the church, of which he had given a recent 
proof by his proceedings againfl: Luther, he 
declared that he was conftrained in felf-defence, 
and as the only expedient for the fecurity of 
the ecclefiaftical (late, to join his' arms, to thofe 
of that prinqe. For this purpofe, he now pre- 
tended to conclude a treaty with Don John 
Manuel, although it had really been figned 
fom.e months before this time; and he pub- 
lickly excommunicated De Poix, as an impious 
invader of St. Peter's patrimony. 

MiUne"fe?* Leo had already begun preparations for war 
by taking into pay a confiderable body of 
Swifs ; but the Imperial troops advanced fo 
flowly from Naples and Germany, that it was 
the middle of autumn before the army took the 
field under the command of Profper Colonna, 
the moft eminent of the Italian generals, whofe 
jcxtreme caution, the effeft of long experience 
in the art of war, were oppofed with great pro- 
priety to the inipetuofity of the Frenth. In 
the mean time, Dc Foix difpatched courier 
after courier to inform the King of the danger 
^hich was approaching. Francis, whofe forces 
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'were either employed in the Low Countries, or BooKir. 
aflembling on the frontiers of Spain, and who 
did not expeft fo fudden an attack in that 
quarter, fent ambaffadors to his ^lies the Swifs, 
to procure from them the immediate levy of an 
additional ^ body ot troops; and commanded 
Lautrec to repair forthwith to his government. 
That general, who was well acquainted with 
the great neglcft of caeconomy in the adminiflta- 
tion of the King's finances, and who knew how 
much the troops in the Milanefe had already 
fuffered from the want of their pay, refufed to 
fet out, unlcfs the fum of three hundred thou- 
land crowns was immediately put into his hands. 
But the King, Louife of Savoy, his mother^ 
and Semblancyj the fuperintendent of finances, 
having promilcd, even with an oath, that on 
his arrival at Milan he Ihould find remittances 
for the fum which he demanded ; upon the 
faith of this, he departed. Unhappily for 
France, Louife, a woman deceitful, vindidive, 
rapacious, and capable of facrificing any thing 
to the gratification of her paflions, but who had 
acquired an abfolute afcendant over her fon by 
her maternal .tendernefs, her care of his edu- 
cation, and her great abilities, was refolved not 
to perform this promife. , Lautrec having in- 
curred her difpleafure by his haughtinefs in 
negleding to pay court to her, and by the free- 

dooi 




THE REIGN OF THE 

dom with which he had talked concerning fome 
"TT^TT' ^^ h^*" adventures in gallantry, (he, in order to 
deprive him of the honour which he might have 
gained by a fuccefsful defence of the Milanefc, 
feized the three hundred th^ufand crowns def- 
tined for that fervice, and detained them for her 
own ufe. 

Progrcfsof Lautrec, notwithttandlng this cruel difap- 
fiidiftTr* pointment, found means to aflemble a confi- 
derable army, though faf inferior in number to 
that of the confederates. He adopted the plan 
of defence moft fuitable to his fituation, avoid- 
ing a pitched battle with the greateft care, 
wfiilc he harafled the enemy continually with 
his light troops, beat up their quarters, inter- 
cepted their convoys, and covered or relieved 
every place which they attempted to attack. By 
this prudent conduft, he not only retarded their 
progrefs, but would have foon wearied out the 
Pope, who had hitherto defrayed almoft the 
whole expence of the war, as the Emperor, 
whofe revenues in Spain were diffipated during 
the commotions in that country, and who was 
obliged to fupport a numerous army in the 
Netherlands, could not make any confiderable 
remittances into Italy. But an unforefeen acci- 
dent difconcerted all his meafures, and occa- 
fioned a fatal rcverfe in the French affairs. A 

body 
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body of twelve thoufand Swifs fcrved in Lau- 
tree's army under the banners of the republick, ^^Ts^T 
with which France was in alliance. By a law, 
no lefs political than humane, eflabliihed among 
the cantons, their troops were not hired out by 
publick authority to both the contending par- 
ties in any wan This law, the love of gain 
had'fometimcs eluded, and private perfons had 
been allowed to enlift in what fervice they 
pleafed, though not ui\der the publick banners, 
but under thofe of their officers. The Cardinal 
of Sion, who ftill preferved his intereft among 
his countrymen, and his enmity to France, ha<> 
ving prevailed on them to permit a levy of this 
kind, twelve thoufand Swifs joined the army of 
the confederates. The cantons, when they faw 
fb many of their countrymen marching under 
hoftile ilandards, and ready to deftroy each other, 
became fo fenfible of the infamy to which they 
would be expofed, as well as the lofs they might 
fufFer^ that they difpatched couriers, command- 
ing their people to leave both armies, and to 
ret'zrn forthwith into their own country. The 
Cardinal of Sion, however, had the addrefs, by 
^corrupting the meflengers appointed to carry 
this order, to prevent it from being delivered 
to the Swifs in the fervice of the confederates j 
but being intimated in due form to thofe in 
the French army, they, fatigued with the length 
of the campaign, and murmuring for want of 

pay. 
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Book il pay, inftaritly yielded obedience, iri' fpitc of 
1521. Lautrec's remonftr^nces aind intreaties. 

After the defertion of a body which formed 
the ftrength of his army, Lautrcc durft no 
longer face the confederates. He retired to**' 
wards Milan, encamped on the banks of the 
Adda, and placed his chief hopes of fafety in 
preventing, the enemy from pafling the river; 
an expedient for defending a country fo preca- 
rious, that there arc few examples of its being 
employed with fuccefs againft any general of 
Bcwmc experience or abilities. Accordingly Colonna, 
MUaZ notwithftanding Lautrec's vigilance and aftivity, 
pafled the Adda with little lofs, and obliged 
^ him to fhut himfelf up within the walls of 
Milan, which the confederates were preparing 
to befiege when an unknown perfon, who never 
afterwards appeared either to boaft of this fer- 
vice, or to claim a reward for it, came from the 
city and acquainted Morone, that if the army 
would advance that night, the Ghibelline or 
Imperial faction would put them in poiTeffion 
of one of the gates. Colonna, though no friend 
to rafli cnterprizes, allowed the marquis dc 
Pefcara to advance with the Spani(h infantry, 
and he himfelf followed with the reft of his 
troops. About the beginning of night, Pefcara 
arriving at the Roman gate in the fuburbs, 

furprizcd 
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iWpris^d the foldiers whom he found thWe ; S^k ir, 
4bo(e polled In the fortificauons adjoining to j.,,, 
it, immediately fled ; the marquis, fcizing the 
works which they abandoned^ and pufliing foif- 
Hirard incefT^tly, though with no kfs caution 
than vigour, became mafter of the city with 
little bloodftted^ and almoft without re6ft%nc«i 
the vi&ors being as much aftoni(bed as th^ van* 
quifbed at the facility and fuccefs of the attempt. 
Xautrec retired precipitately d^wards the Vene* 
tian territories, with the remaifis of hifi ihatcered 
'«rmy ; the cities of the Milanefe, following the 
fate of the capital, furrendered to the eonfedck 
rttes J Parma and Placentia were united to^he 
«cclcfiaftical ftate, and of all their coftquefta in 
Lombardy, only the town of Cremona, the 
caftle of Milan, and a few inconfidcraU^i/oitt 
remained in the hands of the French ''* 

' Leo received the accounts.oif this rapid fiie- ^*^ * 
tcflion of profperous cvtnti with fuch tranfports. 
of joy, as brought on (if we hiay believe thfc 
French hiftorians) a flight fever, which being 
neglefted, occafioned liis death on the fecond 
of Dcccmt)cr, while he was ftill of a vigorous 
age, and at the height of his glory. By this 

9 Goic* L XHT. 190, ^e. MexD. 4e Bdlay, 42, &c. Gs« 
leacii Capella de reb. gefl« pro reilitut. Fran* SfonW 
Comment. ap« Scardiam^ vol. li. iSo, &c. 
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unexpeded accident, the fpirit of the confcde^ 
.iYzi^ ^^^y w^s broken, and its operations fuipendcd. 
The Cardinals of Sion and Medici left the 
army that they might be prefent iti the con- 
clave ; the Swifs were recalled by their fupe- 
riors v fome other mercenaries difbanded for 
wane of. pay; and only the Spaniards, and a 
-few Germans in the Emperor's fervice, remained 
to defend the Milaneie. But Lautrecy deftitute 
. both of men and of money, was unable to im« 
.4>ro.re this favourable opportunity in the manner 
rivhich he would have wifhed. The vigilance 
J5ti. of Morone, and the good conduct, of Col6nn% 
dkfappointed his feeble attempts on the. Mila^ 
^nefe.^ Guicciardini, by his addrefs and valouc^ 
repqlfed a bolder ^nd more dangerous attack 

cinhich. he made on Parma \ 
-ft . 

Admn Great difcord prevailed In the conclave^' 

^f^» which followed upon Leo's death, and all 
:the arts' -natural to men grown old in in^ 
:^trigue, when contending for a prize fo valu* 
..ablcj were pradifed. Wolfey's name, notwith- 
ftanding all the Emperor's magnificent promifes 
;to favour his pretentions, of which that prelate 
:did not fail to remind him, was hardly men- 
tioned in the conclave. Julio Cardinal de Me- 
dici; Leo's nephew, who was more eminent than 

^ ^ Guic.l. xiv. 2i4» 
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Ifiy other member of the facrcd college for his ^^^ n* 
abilities, his wealth, and his expericDce in tranfr j^^s. 
a£ling great affairs^ had already fecured Sfceeii 
voices, a number fufflcieilt, according to the 
forms of the conclave, to exclude any other 
candidate, though liot to carry hi j oWn eledlioii. 
All the old cafdinals combined agdtift him^i 
without being united in favout of any other 
perfon. While thefe^ faftions were endeavour- 
ing to gain, to corrupt, or to weary out each 
Other^ Medici and his adherents voted one 
mdrhing at the fcrutihy, which according to 
form was made every day, for Cardinal Adrian 
of Utrecht, who at that time governed Spain 
in the Etiiperbr*s name. This they did merely 
to protradt time. But the adverfe party in* 
ftantly clofing with them^ td thdit* own simaze- 
ment and that of all Europe, a ftranger to Italy^ 
tinknown to the perfons who gave their fufFfagcs 
in his favour, and unacquainted with the man- 
ners of the people, or the intereft of the ftate, 
the governmeht of which they conferred upon 
him, was unanimoufly raifed to the papal throne, Jaauiry y; 
at a junfture fo delicate and critical, as would 
have demanded all the fagacity and e^cperience 
of One of the moft able prelates in the facred 
college. The Cardinals themfelves, unable to 
give a reafon for this ftrange choice, on account 
pf whicbj as they marched in procefTion from 

P 2 the 
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Book It. the conclave^ thcjr were loaded irttfa.infults mJt 
1591. €i3rfe^ by the Romaii people^ aftiibed it to an 
hnmediate impulfe of tbe Holy Ghoft, It may 
hi imputed with greater certaktf to the tnflti* 
ence of Don John Manuel» the Imperial am-» 
bafiador, who i^ his addrefs and intriguer faci« 
Ikated the eleAion of a perfon <levate4 to his 
snaiUr's ferv^e, from gratitude, from intsMi^ 
and from inclination K 

Mwerik Beside the influence which Chaiies acqtured 
ncfc!^**' ^y Adrian's promotion, it threw great luftrc oa 
his adminiftratien. To bcftow on his preceptor 
fuch a noble recompence, and to place on the 
papal throne a creature whom he had ratfedt 
were a£ts of uncommon magnificence and power* 
Francis obfervcd, with the fenfibility of a rivaV 
the pre*eminence which he was gaining, and 
refolycd to exert himfelf with frcfli vigour, ia 
order to wrell from him hi* late conquefta in 
Italy. The Swifs, that they might make (bme 
reparation to the French King^ 6>r having with* 
drawn their troops from his army fo unfeafon- 
ably, as to occafion the lofs of the Milaiiefe^ 
permitted him to levy ten thoufand men in the 
republick. Together with this reinforcement,^ 

^ Her ffl. MoHngi Vtta Hadriant sp. Cai^. Biimtn» in 
Aniita. de Hxtit. f. 52* C^n&9»t K^n IMck ^ 
I44» Ice. 
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Lautrec neceived from the King a fmall fum of 
money, which enabled him once more to take ^Tcil 
the field, and after feizing by furprize, or force, 
feveral places in the Milaqefe, to advance within 
a few miles of the capital. The confederate 
army was in no condition to obftruft his pro* 
grefs; for though the inhabitants of Milan, by 
the artifices of Morooe, and by the popular de- 
clamations of a monk whom he employed, were 
inflamed with foch enthufiaftick zeal agalnft the 
French governmeot, that they confented to 
. ralfc extraordinary contributions, Colonna muA 
iSSon have abandoned the advantageous camp 
which he had choien at Bicocca, and have dif- 
miffed his troop:^ for want of pay, if the Swifs 
in the French fervice had not once more extri* 
^aoerd him out of his difficulties. 



Thm infolcnce or caprice of that people The French 
were often no. lefs fatal to their friends, than theunieof 
their valour and difciplinc were formidable to '****^ 
their enemies. Having now ferved fome months 
without pay, of which they complained loudly, 
a fum deftined for their ufe was fent from France 
under a convoy of horfe ; but Morone, whoie 
vigilant eye nothing eicaped, polled a body (^ 
trqpps in their way, fo that the party which t(- 
xrorted the money durft not advance* On receive 
ing iateiligence of this, the Swifs loft all patience, 
P 3 an4 
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aod officers as well as foldiers crowding around 
15 «. Lautrec, threatened with one voice inftantly to 
retire, if he did not pither advance the pay 
which was <Ju?, gr promife to lead them next 
morning tq battle. Ip vain did Lautrec rempn-» 
^j-ate againft thefjp demands, reprefenting to 
them the iippoflibility of the former, and the 
ralhneft of the latter, which muft be attended 
with certain deftruftipn, as thp enemy occupied 
^ camp naturally of great ftrength, and which 
by aft thjey had rendered almoft inaccelTible. 
The Swifs, deaf to reafon, and perfuaded that 
their valour was capable of furmonnting every 
obftacle, renewed their (femaad with greater 
fiercencfs, offer jng themfelyes'^to fqrtp thp van- 
guard, and to begin the actackf Laptrec, 
unable to overcome their obftinacy, complied 
with their requeft, hoping, perhaps, that fomc 
of thofe unfQrefeen accidents which fo often 
idetermine the fate of battles, might crown this 
ra(h enterprize with yndeferyed fuccefsj and 
convinced that the effecls of a defeat could not 
be more if^tal than thofe ^hich would certainly 
follow upon the retreat of ^ body which com- 
I^Jfy- pofed one half of his army. Next mofning the 
Swife were early in the field, and marched with 
the greatcit ihtcepidity againft an enemy deeply 
intrenched on every fide, * fnrroundcd with artil- 
J^ry, ^tld prepared to receive them. As they 
. " • * ' ^dvancedj 
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advanced, they fuftained a furious cannonade Book 11; 
with great firmnefs, and without waiting for '"TlaiT' 
their own artillery, rulhed impetuoufly upon 
the intrenchments. But ^fter incredible efforts 
of valour, which were feconded with great fpirit 
by the. French, having loft their braveft ofBcers 
^d beft foldiers, and finding that they ^ou)d 
make no impreffion on the enemy's works, they 
founded a jetreat ; leaving the field of battle, 
however, like men repulfed, but not vanquifhed, 
in cjofe array, and without receiving any mo- 
kftation fronj the epemy. 

Next day, fuch as furvived let out for their Driven ont 
own country 5 and Lautrec, defpairing of being unefe* 
able to make any farther refiftance, retired into 
France, after throwing garrifons into Cremona, 
and a few other places ; all which, except the 
citadel of Cremona, Colonna foon obliged to 
ftirrender. 

' GsNOA^ however, and its territorie's, remain- LpfeOcaoi 
ing fubjedl to France, ftill gave Francis confi- 
derable footing in Italy, and made it eafy for ' 
Kim to execute any fcheme for the recovery of 
th^ Milanefe. But Colonna, rendered enter* 
prizing by continual fuccefs, and excited by the 
fol^citations of the faction of the Adorni, the 
liereditary cneihics of the Frdgofi, whp under 
P 4 ;hc 
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Book IL the, protcftion of France poffeffcd the chief.; 

^7^[^ authority in Genoa, determined to attempt the 
reduction of that Itate*, and accompliihed it^ 
with amazing facility. He became mgftcr of 
G^noa by an accident as ynexpetSled as thatp 
which had ^iven him polTeinon of Milan ; and 
^Imoft without oppofition or bloodshed; the 
power of the Adorni and the authority of tho 
gmperor were eftabliflicd ia Geno* \ 

V^nryvvi, SucH a cfuej fucceffion of misfortunes affc£led 
jigfiniT'^*' Francis with deep concern, which was not z 
^W*r?9- *^^^^^ augmented by the upexpeded arrival of 
aii Englifh herald, who, in the name of his 
fovereign, declared war in form againft France, 
This ftep was taken in confequence of the treaty 
lyhich Wolfey hgd conclyded with the Emperor 
^ Bruges, and which had hitherto been kept 
fccretf Francis, though he had reafpn to bo 
furprized with this denunciation, after having, 
been at fuch pains to footh Henry and to gain 
his minifter, received (he herald with great 
compofure and dignity ' i and without abandoi)« 
. « ing any pf the fchemes which he was forming 
againft the Emperor, began vigorous prepara- 
tions for refitting this new enemy. His tresH 
^ry, however, being ej^haufted by the effortl 

k Joyii Vita Fcfdin^ Davali, p. ^^ Guic. ]• xiv. 233, 
\ Journal de Lpuiif de S^voje, p. 1^9, 
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whigh he had already tnad^, as well as by the Book II. 
fums he expended on his pleafures, he had re- ,^22, 
courfe to extr^iordiaary expedients for fupplying 
ijC. Several new offices were created, and ex-» 
pofed to Tale; the royal demefnes were aliens 
atedi unufual taxes were impofed 1^ and the 
tomb of St. Martin was ftrtpped of a rail of 
mailive illver, with which Louis XL in one of 
ixi$ Bxs of devotion had encircled it. By means 
of thefe expedients he was enabled to levy a, 
coniiderable army, and to put the frontier towns 
in a good pofture of defence. 

The Emperor, meanwhile, was no lefs foli- chtriet 

* vifitsEagf 

Citous to draw as much advantage as pofiible land, 
from the acceffion of fuch a powerful ally ; and 
the profperous fituation of his affairs, at this 
time, permitting him to fet out for Spain, where 
his prefence was extremely neceflary, he vifited 
the court of England in his way to that coun« 
try. He propofed by this interview not only 
to ftrengthen the bonds of friendfhip which 
pnited him with Henry, and to excite him to 
pufh the war againft France with vigour, but 
hoped to remove any difguft or refentment that 
Wolfey might have conceived on account of the 
cruel difappointment which he had met with in 
the late conclave. His fuccefs exceeded his 
{P9ft fanguine expectations s and by his artful 

addrefs. 
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BootlL addrcfs, during a rcfidence of fix weeks in 
^^^^ England, he gained not only the King and the 
ininifter, but the nation itfelf, Henry, whofe 
vanity was fenfibly flattered -by fuch a vifit, a$ 
well as by the ftudied refpedt with which the 
Emperor treated him on every occafion, entered 
warmly into all his fchemes. The Cardinal, 
forcfeeing from Adrian's age and infirmities, a 
fudden vacancy in the papal fee, dififembled or 
forgot his refentment ; and as Charles, befides 
augmenting the penfions which he had already 
fettled on him, renewed his promife of favour^ 
in^ his pretenfions to the papacy, with all his in« 
tereft, he endeavoured to merit the former, dnd 
to fccure the accompiifliment of the latter, by 
frefti fer vices. The nation, fearing in the glory 
of its monarchy and pleafed with the confidence 
which the Emperor placed in the Englifli, by 
creating the earl of Surrey his high-admira|, 
difcovered no lefs inclination to commence hoftj^ 
lities than Henry himfelf. 

TheEngiiA ^^ ^^^^^ ^^ &^^ ChaHcs, beforc he left Ena* 
Frl^te land, a proof of this general ardour, Surrey 
failed with fuch forces as were ready, and r^? 
vaged the coafts of Normandy. He then made 
V a dcfcent on Bretagne, where he plundered an(i 
burnt Morlaix, and fome other places of lefs 
cpnfcqucnce. After thcfe flight cxcurfions, at- 

?cndc(| 
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tended with greater difhonour than damage to 
France, he repaired to Calais, and took the com- ^-^^u 
mand of the principal arnly, confifling of fixteen 
thoufand men^ with which, having joined the 
Flemilh troops under the count de Buren, he 
advanced into Picardy. The army whicli Fran- 
cis had alTembled, was far inferior in number 
to thefe united bodies. But during the long with nttlt 
lyars between the two nations, the French h^d ^"^**^ 
riifcovered the proper method of defending their 
country againft »the Englifb. They had been 
taught by their misfortunes to avoid a pitched 
battle with the utmoft care, and to endeavour, 
by throwing garrifons into every place capable 
pf refiftance, by watching all the enemy's mo- 
tions^ by intercepting their convoys, attacking 
their advanced ppfts, anjl h^rafllng them con* > 
tinually with their numerous cavalry^ to ruin 
them with the length of thp waF, or to beat 
them by piece-meal. This plan the duke of 
Vendome, the French general in Picardy, pur- 
fued with no lefs prudence than fuccefs ; and 
not only prevented Surrey from taking any town 
pf importance, but obliged him to retire with 
his army greatly reduced by fatigue, by want 
of provifions, and by the lofs which it had fflf- 
l^jncd ip fcver|.l unfucccfsful Ikirmifhe^r 

Thus 
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BooKir. Thus ended the fecond campaign in a waf 
^7^'^ the moft general that hitherto had been kindled 
in Europe i and chough Francis, by his motfaer'a 
ill-timed refcntment, bjthedifgufting infoknce 
of his general, and the caprice of the mercenary 
troops which he employed, had loft his con* 
quefts in Italy, yet all the powers combined 
againft him had not been able to make any 
impreflion on his hereditary dominions i and 
wherever they either intended or attempted an 
attack, he was well prepared to receive them. 

soiyflian** While thc Chriftian princes were thus waft* 
UioUu ing each other's ftnength, Solymw the Magni- 
ficent entered Hungary with a numerous army, 
and tnvefting Belgrade, which was deemed th^ 
chief barrier of that kingdom againft the 
Turkifli arms, foon forced it to furrender. En* 
couraged by this fuccefs, he turned his vido- 
nous arms againft the ifland of Rhodes, the 
feat, at that time, of the knights of St. John 
of Jerufalem. This fmall ftate he attacked 
with fuch a numerous army, as the lords of 
Afia have been accuftomed in every age to 
bring into the field. Two hundred thoufand 
men, and a fleet of four hundred (ail appeared 
againft a town defended by a garrifon confifting 
of five thoufand foldiers, and fix hundred 
Knights, under the command of Villiers de 

L'iftc 
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L'ifleAdano, the grind mtfter, whofewifiiofA Booittr. 
mA valour rendered hkn wosthy of thai ftatiofi ^^T^stT^ 
«t fc^ch a da«geM>iM jiin6^til>e. Noiboherdid 
he bdgin to {ufptSt the deftination of Solyman^s 
vail armaments, than he difpatched meflcngers 
to all the Chriftian eourts>. imploring their aid 
againft the common enttnjr. Bat though every 
prince in that age ackticwfcdgcd Rhodes to be 
the great bulwaric of Chriftendom in the eaft, 
and truAed to the gallantry of its knights as^ 
the beft fecurity againft the progrefs of /the 
Ottoman arms; though Adrian, with a zeal 
^hich became the head and father of the churchii 
exhorted the contending powers to forget their 
private quarrels, and by uniting their arms, to 
prevent the infidels from dbftroying a fbtiety 
Mrhichdid honour to the Chriltiaft name; yet fb 
violent and implacable was the animolity of 
both parties, that, regardlefs of the danger to 
which they expofed all Europe, and unmoved 
by the intreaties of the grand mafter, or the 
admonitions of the Pope, they fuffercd Soly- 
man to carry on his operations againft Rhodes 
without difturbance. The grand mafter, after 
incredible efforts of courage, of patience, and 
of military conduft during a fiege of fix months; 
after fuftaining many aflUults, and diiputing 
every poft with amazing obftinacy, was obliged 
at iaft to yield to numbers, and having ob^- 

tained 
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Book XL taiAed an honourable capitulation from tlii 
ic»2. Sultan, who admired add refpefted his virtue^ 
he furrendered the town, which was reduced to 
a heap of rubbilh, and deftitute of every re? 
fburce"". Charles and Francis, afliamed of ha- 
ving occalioned fuch a lois to Chriftendom by 
their ambitious conteHs^ endeavoured to throw 
the blame of it on each other, while all Europe, 
with greater juftice, imputed it equally to both« 
The Emperor, by way of reparation, granted 
the knights of St. John the fmall ifland of 
Malta, in which they fixed their reHdence, re« 
tainuig, though with lefs power and fplendour, 
their ancient Ipirit, and implacable enmity to 
the Infidels. 

"^ Fontttiul de Ben<> Rliodio ap. 8card. Script. Rcf« 
German. Vol. ii;. p. 8S, P. Bloc. HiSf d'AUem. torn, nii 
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CHARLES, having h^d the fatisfaftion ^ookUI 
of feeing hoftilities begun between France c— ^rw 
and England, took kave of Henry, and arrived ciiifwar 
in Spain on the fcventeenth of June. He found ^^camie* 
that country juft beginning to recover order and 
ftrength after the miferies of a civil war, to which 
it had been expofcd during his abfence; an ac* 
count of the rife and progrefs of which, as it was 
but little connected with the other events which 
happened in Europe, hath been referved to'this 
l>lace. 
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No fooner was it known that the Cortes a(^ 
1522. fcmbled in Galicia had voted the Emperor a 

5 T*5e^!" /^^^ ^^^^' without obtaining the redrefs of any 
one grievance, than it ezeited univerfal indigo 

nr.* ,.•« nation. The citizens of Toledo, who'confideixd 
themfelves, on account of the great privileges 
which they enjoyed, as guardians of the liberties 
of the Caftilian commons, finding that no re- 
gard was paid to the remonftrances of their de* 
puties againft that unconftitutional grant, took 
arms with tumultuary violence, and feizing the 
gates of the city which were fortified, attacked 
the al cazar, or caftle, which they foon obliged 
the governor to furreiider. E(nboldeiie4 by this 
fuccefs, they deprived of all authority every per- 
fon whom they fulpeftcd of any attachment-to 
the court, eftablifhed a popular form of govern- 
ment, compofed of deputies from the feveral 
parilhes in the city, and levied croopis. in their 
own defence* The chkf leader of th^^peopk 
in thefe mfurnedioni^ W4$ doA John 'de PadiUo^ 
the eldeft fon of the commendador of iQ^ftile, - $ 
young nobleman of a generous tempec^ @f rUil* 
daunted courage^ and pofiefled 0f the jtajlems a| 
wdl as of the ambition which, in times of civil 
difcord, ralie men to power and emio^iHceV . 

\ •* S»do¥, p. 77* 
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The fefentment of the citizens of Segovia BootJIt* 
J)roduced efFefts ftill more fatd, Tordefillas, ^j ;"^/' 
Dne of their t-eprefcritatives in the late Cortes, ^^ SegotU. 
had voted for the donative ; and beirig a bold 
and haughty m^n, ventured, upon his return, to 
call together his fellow-citizens in the great 
church, that he might giVe them, according to 
cuftom, an account of his conduit in that af- 
fembly. But the multitude, unable to bear hid 
infolence, in attempting to juftify what thejr 
fiiought^inexcufable, burft open the gates of the 
church with the utmoft fury, and feizing the 
unhappy Tordefillas, dragged him through the 
fireets, with a thoufand curfes and infults, to- 
wards the place of publick execution. la vain 
did the dean and canons come forth inprocelfiotl 
with the holy facrament, in order to appeafe their 
jage^ In vain did the monks of thofe mona* 
fteries by which they paffed, conjure them on 
their knees to fpare his life, or at leaft to allow 
him time to confefs, and to receive abfplution 
of his fins. Without liftertirig to the didates 
either of humanity or religion, they cried out, 
" That the hangman alone could abfolve fuch 
a traitor to his country;** they hurried him 
along with greater violence ; and perceiving thdt 
he had expired under their hands, they hung 
him up with his head downwards on the com- 
VoL. II* Q^ moa 
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Book TIL mon gibbet ^ The fame fpirit feizcd.thc inha- 
^^2^/ bitants of. Burgos, Zamora, and fevcral other 
cities; and though their reprefentatives, taking 
warning from the f^te of TordefiUas, had been 
fo wife as to fave themfelves by a timely flight, 
they were burnt in efEgy, their houfes razed to 
the ground, and their effefts confumed with firc^ 
andfuchwas the horror which thq people had 
conceived againft them as betrayers of the puh- 
lick liberty, that not one in thofe licentious mul- 
titudes would touch any thing, however va- 
luable, which' had belonged to them% 

Mearareiof AdriAn, at that timc regent of Sjpain, hisid 
wd^ro pu- Scarcely fixed the feat of his government at Valla- 
m(h them. doKd, whctt hc was alarmed with an account df 
1510. * thefe infurrciftions. He immediately aflTen^bled 
the council to deliberate concerning the proper 
method of fupprefling them. The counfellori 
- differed in. opinion ; fome infifting that it was 
neceflary to check this audacious fpirit in its in- 
fancy by a feyei^ execution of juftiec ; others 
advrfmg to treat with lenity a people who had 
ibme reafon to be incenfed, and not to drive them 
beyond all the bounds of duty by an ill-timed 
rigour. The fenti'ments of the former being 
warmly fupported by the archbifliop of Granada, 

b p. Martyr. Ep. 6717. . 

• Sandov. 103. P. Mart. Ep. 674. 
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pTcfidcnt of the council, a perfon of grtat au- 
thority, but cholerick and impetuous, were ap- ^^^27 
proved of by Adrian, whole zeal to fupport hia '. 

mailer's authority hurried him into a iiieafure, 
to which, from his natural cautiori and timidity,- 
he would otherwife have been averfe. He com- 
manded Ronquillo, one of the King's judges^ 
to repair inftantly to Segovia, which had fet the 
firft example of mutiny, and to proceed againft 
the delinquents according to law ; and left the 
people fhould be fo outrageous as to reiift his 
authority, a confiderable body of troops was 
appointed to attend him. The Segovians, fore- fjjs troopt 
feeing what they might expect from a judge fo '«p»K*^ •' 
well known for his auftere and unforgiving tem- 
per, took arms with one confent, and having 
muftered twelve thoufand men, fliut their gates 
againft him. Ronquillo, enraged at this infult, 
denounced them rebels and putlaws j and his 
troops feizing all the avenues to the town, 
hoped that it would foon be obliged to furrender 
for want of provifions. The inhabitants, how- 
ever, defended themfelvcs with vigour, and hav- 
ing received a confiderable reinforcement from 
Toledo, under the command of Padilla, attacked 
Ronquillo, aqd forced him to retire, with the 
lofs of his baggage and military cheft^ 

^ Sandov.' 112. P. Ma^t. £p. 679. Miniana, CootiD« 
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, Upon tljiis Adrian ordered Antonio de Fonfeca^ 
J -22^ whom the emperor had appointed commander 
«nd at Mc jjj chjgf Qf ^he forces in Caftile, to affemble an 

dina del ' 

cimpo. army, and to befiege Segovia in form. But the 
inhabitants of Medina del Campo, where Cardi- 
nal Ximenes had eftablifhed a vafl: magazine of 
military ftores, would not fufier him to draw 
from it a train of battering cannon, or to deftroy 
their countrymen with thofe arms which had 
been prepared againft the enemies of the king- 
dom. Fonfeca, who could not execute his orders 
without artillery, determined to feize the maga- 
zine by force, and the citizens (landing on their 
defence, he affaulted the town with great briflc- 
nefs : But his troops were fo warmly received, 
that (Jefpairing of carrying the place, he fet fire 
to fome of the houfes, in hopes that the citizens 
would abandon the walld, in order to favc their 
families andefFefts. Infte^dof that, the expedient 
to which he had recourfe ferved only to increafe' 
their fury, and he was repulfed with great in- 
famy, while the flames fpreading from ftreet to' 
ftreet, reduced to afhes almoft the whole town, 
one of the inoft confiderable at that -time in 
Spain, alid the great mart for the manlifadtures 
of Segovia, and Icveral other • cities. As the 
warehoufes were then filled with goods for the** 
apprpaching fair, the lofs was immenfe, and was 
felt univerfally. This, added to the impreffion 

which 
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which fuch a cruel aAion made on -a people long Book lit, 
unaccuftomcd to the horrors of civil war, en- ,^22« 
raged the Caftilians almoft to madnefe. Fonfeca 
became the objc& cf general indignation^ and 
was branded with the name of incendiary, and 
enemy to his country. Even the citizens of 
Valiadolid, whom the prefehce of the cardinal 
had hitherto re(lrained» declared that -they Could 
no longer remain inaftive fpeftators of the fu&rv 
ings of their countrymen. Taking arms with 
no lefs fury tTian the other cities, they;: biarnt 
Fonfeca's houfe to the ground^ eleSed new naa^ 
giftrates, raifed foldiecs, appointed oificers to 
command tbem, and guarded their walls iwitl^ 
as much diligence as if an enemy had beta, 
ready tx) attack them. 

Thb Cardinal, tbough virtuous anddifmtc* AdrUn dif- 
reftcd, and capable of gpvernin^ the kingdom JX**-*'" 
with hohoujc.in times of tranquillity ti pofljbfled 
.neither the courage nor fagacity neceffa^y at fuch 
a dangerous junfture.. Finding him&lf unable 
to check theie outrages committed under his 
own eye, he attempted to appeafe the people, 
by proteiting that Eonifeca had exceeded hk 
orders, and had by his rafli. condu& offended 
him, as much, as h^ had injured them. Thi$ 
condefceniion, the e(Feft of irreiblution and ti- 
Ti\idity, rendered the malecontents bolder and 
0^3 more 
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JooiclII. more infoknt; and the Cardinal, baving- foon 

^2, after recallecj Fonfeca, and difmjflcd bis troops, 

which he pould 1:10 longer afford to pay, 4s the 

freafury, drained by the yapacioufnefs of the 

Fl§mifh miaiftcrs, had received no.fupply from 

' the great cities, which were ajl in arms, th^ 

people wer? left at full liberty tp a6t without 

i:ont^ul, and fcarccJy.apy Ihadow pf pQw^r re? 

in^ned in his hands.. 

The viewi - : Nor wcr^ the proceedings of the comniotis 

5on8^o?thc the* cfftffts merely of popular and tumultuary 

c^UiT**' rage; they aimed at obtaining xedrefa of, their 

political grievances, and an eftablifhment of 

{>ublick liberty 01^ a (ecu re bafis, objefts worthy 

of all the z^al which they difcovered in cooiT 

tending for them. The feudal government in 

. V ^ain Was at that time in a- ft ate more fayour- 

i able to- liberty than iii any other of the great 

European kingdoms. - This was dwitig chieiSy 

tto the nwmber of great cities in that country, 

*a circumfiance 1 have already taken notice of^ 

arid which contributes more than any other to 

jnicigate the rigour of the feudal inftiitutions, and 

idi introduce a more liberal and ^qual form of 

.government. . The inhabitants of cutery city 

iornrjeda great corporation,, with v^iluable iranm- 

• pues and' privileges; they were delivered from 

a il^te of fubjeaion and vaiTalag^ -, th^y were 

. ' ' ' adm}ttc4 



EMPEROR CHAR1.es V. 2jt 

adaiittcd to a'confiderable fharcin the legifla-- Book iir. 
ture; they. acquired the arts of induftry, with- x^zz. 
out which cities cannot fubfift ; they iaccumu- 
lated wealth, by engaging in cgmmerce ; and 
being free andindependentthemfelves^ were the 
guardians of the piiblick freedom and ind^pen-' 
dence,' The genius of the internal government 
cftabliflied in cities, which even in countries 
Where defpotick power prevails moft, isdembcra- 
tical and republican, rendered the idea of liberty 
iamiliar and dear to them. Their reprefentatives 
in the Cortes were accuftomed, with equal fpirit, 
to check the encroachments of the King, and the 
oppreffion of the nobles. They cndeavoiired to 
extend the privileges of their own order ; they 
laboured to (hake off the remaining incum- 
brances with which the feudal tyianny had bur- 
dened them; and Confcious of being one of thtf 
moil confiderabie' orders iti the ftate, were am- - 
bitious of becoming the moft powerful. 

The prcfent junfture appeared favourable for Their con- 
pufliing iany new claim. Their fovereign was* thtTamc of 
abfent frdm his dominions ; by the ilUconduft jtnt"''^^ 
of his minifters he had loft the efteem and affec-' 
tion ofhis fubjefts; the people exafperated by 
many injuries had taken, armsj though without 
concert, almoft- by general confcnt; they were 
animated with rage capable of carrying them to 
\ 0^4 the 
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the moft violent extremes; the royal trearfufjf 
iczz/ ^^^ exhagftcd ; the kingdom deftitute of troops j 
and the government committed to a ftrangcr, of 
great virtue indeed, but of abilities unequal to 
jfuch ^ truft^ The firft care of Padilla, and tho 
other popular leaders who obferved and deter- 
mined to improve theie circumftances, lyas to 
cftablifh feme form of union or aflbciation among 
the malecontents, that they might aft with 
greater regularity, and purfue one common end i 
and as the different cities h^d been prompted 
to take arms by the fame motives, and were 
^ccuftomed to confider themfelves as a diftini^ 
body frofn the reft pf the fubjeds, they did not 
find this difficult.. A general conventioni \ya^ 
gppoinfed to be held at Avil^. Deputies ap-i 
ncared there in name of almpft all the citie^s en- 
titled to have repr^fcntatiyes in the Cortes. They 
all bpynd themfelves by fplem.n oath, to li.ve and, 
die in the fervice.of the King, and in defence of 
the privileges pf their order ; and aifuming the 
, l)an)e of the holy Junta or aflbciation, proc^pdcd 
to deliberate concerning the ftate of tj^e nation^ 
• ^d the proper method of rcdreffing its^ gricy- 

They dif. ances. The ^^A that n^tur^y prefpnted itfelf^ 

claim A- ' , . * re* i 

^rian^s ao- i^^s the nomination OX a foreigner to be regent;^ 

w^^^l* jj^is ihgy declared with one vpice to be a yio-^ 

t^ipn of the fpnd^mental laws pf the kingdom,. 

^nd rcfolved to fc/id a deputation of their merm 

^rS to Adrian^ rec^uirin^ him jn their name to 

lay 
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lay afidc all the enfigns of his office, ar^cj to ab- Book HL 
ftain for the future from the exercife of a jurif- i^zu 
di&lon which they had pronounced illegals 

While they werepreparingtoexecutethis bold oct k- 
refolution, Padilla accprnplilhed anenterprizcof Queen 
the greateft advantage to the caufe. After rclievT "°** 
ing Segovia, he marched fuddenlytoTordefiUas, Aug. 19. 
the place where the unhappy queen Joanna 
had refided fince the death of her hufband, and 
being favoured by the inhabit^nt$, was admitte4 
into the town, and became mafter of her perfon, 
for the fecurity of which Adrian had neglefted 
to take proper precautions ^ Padilla waited 
immediately upon the Queen, and accofting her 
with th^t profound refpedl, which Ihe 'exafte4 
from the few perfons whom fbc deigned to ad-r 
piit into her prefencc, acquainted her at largQ 
with the mifcrable condition of her Caftjlian 
fubje^s under the government of her fon, who 
being dcftitute of experience himfctf, permitted 
Jiis foreign minifteri^ to treat tl^em with fuch 
{igour, ^s h^d obliged them to take arms in de-r 
fence of the liberties of their country. The 
Queen, as if flie had been awakened out of a 
lethargy, exprefled great aftonifliment at what 
be faid, ai>d told him, that as fhe had never 
heard, till that moment, of the death of her 

* P. Mart. Ep. 6gu ^ Vita deirim per. Carl. V, 

|44)'^}ff Uiloat Ven. 1509. p. 6^^ Miniana, Cdndn. p. 17. 

father. 
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fiooK III. father, or known the fufFerings of her people, 

IC22. ^^ blame could be imputed to her, but that now 
fhc would take care to provide a fufficient re- 
medy i and in the, mean time, added fhe, lee ic 
be your concern to do what is neccflary for the 
public welfare. Padilla, too eager in forming a 
conclufion agreeable to his wilhcs, miftook diis 
lucid interval of reafon for a perfeft return of that 
faculty 5 and acquainting the Junta with what 
had happened, advifed them to remove to Tor- 
defiUas, and to hold their meetings in that place. 
This was inftantly done; but though Joanna 
received very gracioufly an addrcfs of the Junta, 
befeeching her to take upon her the government 
of the kingdom, and in token of her compli- 
ance, admitted all the deputies to kifs her hand ; 
though fhe was prefent at a tournament held on 
that occaGon, and feemed highly fatrsfied with 
both thefe ceremonies, which were conducted 
with great magnificence in order to pleafe her, 
flie foon relapfed into her former melancholy 
and fuUennefs, and could never be brought, by 
any arguments or intreaties, to fign any 6nepaper 
necefiary towards the difpatch of bufinefs »• - 

csrryongb- The Junta conc^aling as much as, poflible 
Ief"aime,*° this Uft circumftancc, ferried on ali thpir deli- 

i Sandov, 164. P,MarN,Ep. 685, 686. 

^ berations 



i 



EMPEROR CHARLES V. 235 

bcrations in her name.} and as the CaftiUans, Booitirf. 
who idolized the memory of Ifabella, retained ^"Tciil^ 
a wbndefful attachment to her daughter,^ no 
fooner was it known that (he bad confented to 
alTume the reins of government, than thp people 
exprefled the mod univerfal and immoderate 
joy 5 and believing her recovery to be complcat, 
afcribed icto amira^cutousinterpofition of heaven, 
in ofdcir to rcfcue their country from the oppref- 
fion of foreigners. The Junta, confcious of the •n^.^n^^t 
reputation and power i*hich they bad acquired *" f^mt. 
by feeming to aft under the royal authority, were 
no longer fatisfied with requiring Adrian to refign . 
the office of regent 5 they detached Padilla to 
VaUadolid with a confiderable body of troopi, 
prdering him tofeize fuch members of the coun- 
cil as were ftill in that city, to cbnduft them to 
Tordefillas, and to bring away the feals of the 
kingdom, the publick archives, and treafury 
books. ' jPai^illa, wlio was received by the citi- 
zens as the deliverer of his country, executed 
his commiflibn with great exaAhefsj permitting 
iidrian, however, ftill to refide in VaUadolid, 
though only as a private perfon, and without 
any fliadow of power \ - .! 

The Empcrol', to whom frequent accounts of Thc««p.«- 
thefe tranfaftions were tranfmitted while he was '"*^^^ 
j^ill in Flanders, was fenfible pf his own inipru-. 

..J Saodov. I74, P. Matt. iEp,. 75^1, 

^ • - dencc 
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dence and that of his minifters, in having de- 
15*2. ^ifed too long the murmurs and rcmonftranccs 
of the Caftiltans, He beheld, with deep con- 
cern, a kingdom, the moil: valuable of any he 
pofleflcd, and in which lay the ftrength and 
fiiicws of his power, juft ready to difown his 
authority, and on the point of being plunged in 
all the miferies of civil war. But though his 
prefence might have averted this calamity, he 
could not, at that time, vifit Spain without to- 
dangering the Imperial crown, and allowing the 
French King full leifure to execute his ambi- 
Hit tnea- tJous fchcmes. The only point now to be deli- 

fart* with ' * 

tefpeft to berated upon, was whether he ftiould attempt 
centccts/ to gain the malecontents by indulgence and con- 
ceiiions, or prepare direftly to fupprefs them by 
force ; and he refolved tp make trial of the for- 
mer, while, at the fame time, if that (hould fail 
of fifccefs, he prepared for the latter. For thi? 
purpofe, he iflued circular letters to all, the 
cities of Cailile, exhorting them in mod gentle 
terms, and with alTurances of full pardon, to 
lay down their arms; he promifed fuch cities 
as had continued faithful, not to exadt from theni 
the fubfidy granted in the late Cortes, and of- 
fered the fame favour to fuch as returned to 
their duty j he engaged that no ofBce fhquld be 
confefted for the future upon any but native 
Caftilians. On the other hand, he wrote to the 
nobles, exciting them to appear with vigour in 

8 defence 



EMPEROR CHARLES V. ifj 

defence of their own rights, and thofe of the Book irr. 
crown, againft the exorbitant claims of the com- , - ^ ^^ 
mons ; he appointed thi high admiral, Doh 
Fadriquc Enriquez, and the high conftable of 
Caftile, Don Inigo de Velafco, two noblemen of 
great abilities as well as influence, regents of the 
kingdom in conjunftion with Adrian ; and he 
gave them full power and inftruftions, if the 
obflinacy of the malecontents fliould render it 
neccffary, to v4ndicate the royal authority by; 
force of arms \ 

These conceflions, which; at the time of his The hr^ 
leaving Spain, would have fully fatisfied the JtrM^'^f 
people, came now too late to produce any efFeft. ^^^^ 
The Junta, relying on the unanimity with which *^'*' 
'the nation fubmitted to their authority, ekted 
with the*fuccefs which hitherto had accompanied 
all their undertakings, and feeing no military 
force collcfted to defeat or obftrudt their de- 
ifigns, aimed at a more thorough reformation pf 
political abufes. They had been employed for 
fome time in preparing a remonftrancc, contain- 
ing a large enumeration not only of the griev- 
ances, of which they craved redrcfs, but of fuch 
new regulations as they thought necefTary for 
the fecurity of their liberties. This remon- 
ftrancc, which is divided into itiany articles rc^ 

\ P. Heuter* Rer* Aadr. lib. viii. c. 6. p. i88. 

tatinsc 
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Book in. httng to all the different members of-^hich the [ 
conftitution was compofed, as well as to the 
various departments in the adminiftration df 
government, furnifties us with more authencick 
evidence concerning the intentions of the Junta?, 
than can be drawn from the teftimony of the 
later Spaniih hiflorians, who lived in times when 
it became fafliionable and even ncceiSary to 
reprefent the condufb of the malecontents in the 
worft light, .and as flowing from the worft mo- - 
tives. After a long preamble concerning the 
various calamities under which the nation groan- 
ed, and the errors^ and corruption in govern- 
ment to which thefe were to be imputed, they 
take notice of the exemplary patience wherewith 
the people had enured them, . until fclf-prc- 
ferva^ion, and. the duty, which they owed to 
their country, had obliged them to aflemble, in 
order to provide in a legal manner for their own 
fafety, and that of the conftitution : For this 
purpofe, they demanded that the King, would 
be pleafed to return to his SpanlQi dominions, 
and reQde there, as all their former monarchs 
had done ; that he would not marry but with 
confent of the Cortes ; that if he fhould be 
obliged at any time to leave the kingdom, it 
fliall not be lawful to appoint any foreigner to be 
regent ; that the prelent nomination of Cardinal 
Adrian to that office (hall inftantly be declared 
* voidj 
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void; that he would not, at his return, bring Book JII^ 
along with him any Flemings orother ftrangcrs ; i^ti. ' 
that no foreign troops (hall, on any pretence 
whatever, be introduced into the kingdom ;. 
that none but natives fhall be capable of hold- 
ing any office or benefice either in church or 
ftate; that -no foreigner ihall be naturalized; 
that free quarters fhall not be granted to fol- 
diers, nor to the members of the King's houfe- 
hold, for.any longer time than fix days, and that 
only when the court is in a progrefs 5 that all the 
taxes (hall be reduced to the fame ftate they 
were in at the death of Queen Ifabella ; thar 
all alienations of the royal demefnes or revenues 
fincc that Queen's death (hall be i-efumed ; that 
all new offices created fince that period (hall be 
aboli/hed ; that the fubfidy granted by the late 
Cortes in Galicia (hall not be exafted ; that in 
all future Cortes each city fhall fend one reprc- 
fchtative of the clergy^ one of the gentry, and 
one of the commons, each to be eledled by hia 
own ojrder ; that the crown (hall not injfluence 
or diredb any city with regard to the choice of 
its reprefentatives ; that no member of the 
Cortes (hall receive an office or penlion from 
the King, either for himfelf or for any of his 
family,^ under pain of death, and confifcation of 
his goods ; that each city or community fliall , 
pay a competent falary to its reprefenwtives for 

his * 
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Book ITT. his mamtenance during his attendance on th£ 
^ii'^/ Cortes ; that the Cojrtcs fhafl aflcmble ontc in 
three years at leaft, whether fummoned by the 
King or not, and ftiall then enquire into thd 
obfervation of the articles now agreed upon, 
and deliberat-c concerning publick affairs ; that * 
the rewards which have been given or promifed 
to any of the members of the Cortes in Galicia, 
jfhall be revoked; that no gold, filver, oi* 
jewels, (hall, upon^ pain of death, be fent out 
( of the kingdom 5 that judges fhall have fixed 
falaries affigned them, and Ihall not receive any 
ihare of the fines and forfeitures of p'erfons 
condemned by them j that no grant of the 
goods of perfons accufed fhall be valid, if given 
before fentence was pronounced againft them -, 
that all privileges which the nobles have at any 
time obtained, to the prejudice of the commons, 
Ihall be revoked ; that the government of citiei 
6r towns fhall not be put into the hands of no- 
blemen ; that the pofTeffions of the nobility 
fiiall be fubjeft to all publick taxes in the fame 
manner as thofe of the commons ; that an en- 
quiry be made into the conduft of fuch as have 
been entrufted with the management of the 
royal patrimony fince the acceflion of Ferdi- 
nand; and if the King do not within thirty 
days appoint perfohs properly qualified for that 
fervice, it fhall be lawful for the Cortes ta 
nominate them j that Indulgences fhall not be 

preached 



\ 
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J)feached or difperfed in the kingdom until the Book III. 

taufe of publilhing them be examined and ap- 1^22. 

proved of by the Cortes j that all the money 

arifing from the fale of Indulgences, (hall be 

faithfully employed in carrying on war againft 

the Infidels -, that fuch prelates as do not refide 

in their dioccfes fix months in the year, fhall 

forfeit their revenues during the time they are 

abfent ; that the ecclefiaftical judges and their 

officers ihall not. fexaft greater fees than thofe 

which are paid in the fecular courts; that the 

prefent archbifhop of Toledo, being a foreigner, 

be compelled to rcfign that dignity, which (hall 

be confet-red upon a Caftilian 5 that the King 

ihail ratify and hold as good fervice done to 

him and to the kingdom, all the proceedings of 

the Junta, and pardon any irregularities which 

the cities may have committed from an excefs 

of zeal in a good caufe : That he Ihall promife 

and fwcar in the moft folemn manner to obferve 

ail thefe articles, and on no occafion attempt 

either to elude, or to repeal them ; and that he 

Ihall never folicit the Pope or any other prelate 

to grant him a difpenfation or abfolution from 

this oath and promife \ 

Such were the chief articles prefeuted by '^^^ ^p»"t 
the Junta to their fovereign. As the feudal in- wWch it 



bieat^ci* 
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Book III. ftitutions in the fcveral kingdoms of Europe 
1522. were originally the fame, the genius of thofe 
governments which arofc from them bore a 
ftrong refemblance to each other, and the regu- 
lation^ which the Caftilians attempted to efta^ 
bli(h on this occafion, differ little from thofe 
which other nations have laboured to procure in 
their ftruggles with t^eir monarchs for liberty. 
The grievances complained of, and the reme- 
dies propofed by the EngliQi commons in their 
contcfts with the princes of the houfe of Stuart, 
particularly refepible thofe upon which the 
Junta now infilled. But the principles of liberty 
feera to have been better underftood at this 
period, by the Caftilians, than by any other 
people in Europe; they had acquired more 
liberal ideas with refpeft to their own rights and 
privileges; they had formed more bold and 
generous fentiniients concerning government; 
and difcovered an extent of political knowledge 
to which the Englilh themfelves did not attain 
until more than a century afterwards. 

It is not improbable, however, that the fpirit 
of reformation among the Caftilians, hitherto 
unreftrained by authority, and emboldened by 
fuccefs, became too impetuous, and prompted 
the Junta to propofe innovations which, by 
alarming the other members of the conftitution, 

proved 
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proved fatal to their caufe. The nobles, who. Book HI.- 
inftead of obftrudting, had favoured or con- ,52a, 
nived at their proceedings, while they confined 
their demands of redrefs to fuch grievances as 
had been occafioned by the King*s want of 
experience, and by the imprudence and rapa* * 
cioufnefs of his foreign mihifters, were filled ^"^IJJ''*^' 
with indignation when they began to touch the 
privileges of their order, and plainly faw that 
the meafures of the commons tended no lefs to 
break the power of the ariftocracy, than to 
limit the prerogatives of the crown. The refent- 
ment which they had conceived on account of 
Adrian's promotion to the regency, abated con- 
fiderably upon the Emperor's raifing the con* 
liable and admiral to joint power with him in 
that office; and as their pride and dignity were, 
lefs hurt by fuffering the prince to poflcfs ail , 
extenfive prerogativcj than by admitting the 
high jpretenfions oif the people, they determined 
to give thdr fovereign the affiftance which he 
had demanded of them, and began to alTemble 
their vafials for that purpofe. 



U' 



The Junta, meanwhile, expefted with im-' Thedepi 

patience the Emperor's anfwer to their remon- j^u cUm 

ftrance, which they had appointed fome of their ^lif^^^^l, 

number to prefent. The members entrufted 5vTl**' 
With this commiffioti fet out immediately for 
R a Germany, 
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Book II!. Germany, but having received at different places 
IS2Z. certain intelligence from court, that they could 
not venture to appear there without endanger- 
ing their live$, they ftopt fhort in their journey, 
af)d acquainted the Junta of the information 
Ulrhich had been given them^ This excited 
fuch violent paflions as tranfported the whole 
party beyond all bounds of prudence, or of 
moderation. That a Caftilian King Ihould deny 
hU fubje£ts accefs into his prefence, or refufe to 
liften to their humble pefitions, was reprefented 
as an aft of tyranny fo unprecedented and in- 
tolerable, that nothing now remained but with 
arms in their hands to drive away that ravenous 
band of foreigners which encompaifed the throne, 
who after having devoured the wealth of the 
kingdom, found it fteceffafy to prevent the cries 
of an injured people fi'om reaching the ears of 
their fovereign. Many infilled warmly on ap- 
proving a motion which had formerly been 
made, for depriving Charles, during the life 
Vioientpro- of his mothcr, of the regal titles and authority, 
^T'j^nu!^ which had been too rafliiy conferred upon him 
from a falfe fuppofition of her total inability foi^ 
governnf)€nt. Some propofed to provide a prQ- 
per perfon to affift her in the aidminiftration of 
publick affairs, by marrying the Queen to the 
Prince of Calabria, the heir of the Aragonefc 

Kings 
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Kings of Naples, who had been detained in Book III. 
prifon fince the time th^t Ferdinand had dif* ^-22, 
poffefled his anccftors of their crown. All 
agreed that, as the hopes of obtaining redrefs 
and fecurity merely by prefenting their requefts 
to tKeir fovercign, had kept theni too long in a 
ftate of inadion, and prevented them from 
taking advantage of the unanimity with which ' 
the nation declared in their favour, it was now 
neceflary to colled their whole force, and to 
exert thcmfelyes with vigour, in oppofing this 
fatal combination pf the King and |ioblei5 againft 
their liberties "• 

They foon took the field with twenty thou- Take the 
fand men. Violent difputes arofe concerning 
the command of this army. Padilla, the dar» 
ling of the p^opfe and foldiers, was the only 
perfon whgm tljey thought worthy of this ho- 
nour. But Don Pedro de Giron, the cldcft fon 
of the Conde de Uruena, a young nobleman 
of the firft order, haying lately joined the com- 
mons out of private refentment againft the Em- 
peror, the refpeft due tp his birth, together 
with a fccret defire of difappointing Padilla, of 
whofc popularity matiy members of the Junta 
had become jealous, procured him the office NoTtthbct 
pf general j though he foon gave them a fata}. *3* 

« P. Mart. Ep. 688. 

R 3 propf 
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Book HL proof that hc poflefled neither the experience^ 
i^zt. the abilities, nor the fteadinefs which that in^- 
portarit ftation required, 

VdnM^ The regents, meanwhile, appoiritedRiofeco a^ 
»'"r the place of rendezvous for their troops, which, 

though far inferior to thofe of the commons in 
number, excelled them greatly in difcipline and 
in valour. They had drawn a confiderable 
body of regular and veteran infantry put of 
Navarre, Their cavalry, which formed the 
chief ftrength of their army, confifted raoftly of 
gentlemen accuftomed to the military life, and 
animated with the martial fpirit peculiar to their 
order in that age. The infantry pf the Junta 
was formed entirely of citizens and mechanicks, 
little acquainted with the ufe of arms. The 
fmall body of cavalry which they had been able 
to raife, was compofcd of perfons of ignoble 
birth, and perfed ftrangers to the fervicc intQ 
which they entered. The charader of the gene- 
rals differed no lefs than that of their troops. 
The royalifts were commanded by the Conde 
^ dc Haro, thci conftable's eldeft fon, an officer 
pf great experience, and of diftinguilhcd abi* 
lities. 

imprnaence GiROif marched with his. army diredtly to 
ceftofthV Riofe^Oi ftnd ifpizjng the vjHages and paffes 
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around it, hoped that the royalifts would be Book Iir. 
obliged cither to furrcnder for want of provi* i^T^ 
fions, or to fight with difadvantage before all - 
their troops were affembled. But he had not 
the abilities, nor his troops the patience and 
difcipline neceflary for the execution of fuch a 
fcheme. The Conde de Haro found little diffi- 
culty in coridufting a confiderable reinforce- 
ment through all his pods into the town •, and 
Giron defpairing of being able to, reduce it, 
advanced fuddenly to Villa-panda, a place be- 
longing to the Conftable, in which the enemy 
had their chief magazine of provifions. By 
this ill-judged motion, he left Tordefillas open 
to the royalifts, whom the Conde de Haro led 
thither in the night, with the. utmoft fecrecy December <♦ 
and difpatch; and attacking the town, in which 
Giron had left no other garrifon than a regi- 
ment of priefts raifed by the bifliop of Zamora^ 
he, by break of day, forced his way into it after 
a defperate refiftance, became matter of the . 
Queen's perfon, took prifoners many members , 
of the Junta, and recovered the great feal, with 
the other enfigns of government. 

By this fatal blow, the Junta loft all the re-* . 
putation and authority which they derived from 
iecming to aft by the Queen's conunands 5 fuch 
of the nobles as had hitherto been wavering or 
Vqdet^rmined in their choice, now joined the 
R 4 regent* 
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Book fIT. regents with all their forces -, and an univerfa| 
* J5.ZZ. confternation fcized the partizans of the com- 
mons* This was much increafed by the fufpi- 
cions they began to entertain of Giron, whon> 
they loudly accufed of having betrayed Torde- 
fiUas to the enemy ; ^nd though that charge 
feems to have bpen deftitutp of fountiation, the 
fucccfs pf tl^e royalifts being owing to Giron's 
ill conduft rather than to his treachery, he fq 
entirely loft credit with his party, that he 
refigned his commiflion, and retired to orc of 
his caftles% 

The jnntt SucH members of the Junta as had efcsiped 
thcfr *** the enemy's hands at TordefiUas, fled to Valla- 
v^^^' dolid ; and as it would have required long time 
to fupply the plapes of thofe who were pri- 
foners by a new eledtion^ they made choice 
among themfelves of a fmall number of perfons, 
i6 whom they committed the fupreme diredioij 
of affairs. Their army, which grew ftronger 
every day by the arrival of troops from different 
parts of the kingdom, marched likewife to Val- 
ladolids and Padilia being appointed com- 
mander in chief, the fpirits of the foldiery re- 
vived, and the whol^ p^rty forgetting the late 
misfortune, continued ^q exprefs the fame ardent 
zeal for the liberties Qf their country, and the 

f ^iffellaneouf Trafts by Dr. Mich, Cedd^^, vol. i. 278. 
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fame implacable animofity againft their oppref- Book HI. 

What they flood moll in need of, was mo- Their «. 
ney to pay their troops. A grc^t part of the «inng* ^ 
current coin had been carried out of the king- 
doni by the Flemings j the Hated taxes levied 
ijn timps of peacp were inconfiderablc 5 com- 
merce of every kind being interrupted by the 
war, the fum which they yielded decreafed daily; 
and the Junta were afraid of difgufting the 
people by burdening them with new impofitions, 
to which, in that age, they were little accuf- 
jtomed. But from this difficulty they were ex- 
tricated by Donna Maria Pacheco, Padilla's 
wife, a wonjan pf noble birth, of great abilities, 
pf boundlefs ambition, and animated with the 
mod ardent ?;ea][ in fupporrof the caufe of the 
Tjunta. She, with a boldni^fs fuperior to thofe 
luperftitious fears which often influence her fex, 
propofed tQ feize ^11 the, rich and magnificent 
ornaments Jn thp cathedral of Toledo 5 but left 
that aftion, by its appearance of impiety, might 
offend the people, (he and her retinue marched 
to the church in folemn proceffion, in moumr 
ing habits, with tpars in their eyes, beating 
|:heir breafts, and falling on their knees, im- 
plored the pardon of the faints whofe fhrines 
(lite was about to violate. By this artifice, which 

fcrecned 
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Book III. fcfcened hpr from the imputation of facrilege, 
^-^^^ and perfuaded the people that ncccflity^ aUd 
zeal for a good caufe had conftrained her, though 
with reluftance, to venture upon this aftion, 
flie procured a confiderablc fupply of money for 
the Juntas The regents, no lefs at a lofs 
how to maintain their troops, the revenues of 
the crown having either been diffip^tcd by the 
Flemings, or fcized by the commons, were ob- 
liged to take the Queen's jewels, together with 
the plate belonging to the nobility, and apply- 
them to that purpofe; and when thofe failed, 
they obtained a fmall fum by way of loan frooi 
the king pf Portugal ^ 

Lofetimeiii The Hobllity difcovered great unwilUngnefs 

negociationi , , - » i -r ' i^t 

with the to proceed to extremities with the Junta. They 
"'* were animated with no lefs hatred than the com- 
nioni againft the Flemings; they approved 
much of feyera} articles in the reimonftrance \ 
they thought the junfture favourable, not only 
for i-edrefling paft grievances, but for rendering 
the conftitution more perfeft and fecure by new 
regulations ; they were afraid, that while the two 
. orders of which thie legiflatiire was compofcd, 
wafted each other's ftrength by mutual hoftilitieS| 
the crown would rife to power on the ruin OJT 

• Sai)?loy. 308. Dia. de Bayle, Art. Padilla. 
f P. Mart. Ep. 71^, 

weaknei^ 
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lyeaknefs of both, an4 encf oach no.lefs' on the BoorIIL 
independence of the nobles, than on the privi- 1^22, 
Jeges of the commons. To this difpolition were 
owing the frequent overtures of peace which the 
regents made to the Junta, arid the continual? 
negociations they carried on during the progrefe 
pf their military operations. Nor were the terms 
iTvhich they offered unrcaibnable j for. on con- 
dition that the Junta would pafs from a few 
articles moft fubverfive of the royal authority, 
or incopfiftent with the rights of the nobility, 
they engaged to procure the Emperor's confent 
tQ their other demandsj which, if. he, through . 
the influence of evil counfellors, ihould refufe, . 
feveral pf the nobles promifed to joia with them 
in order to extort it% Such divifions^ however,^ 
prevailed among the members of the Junta, as 
prevented their deliberating calmly, or judging 
with prudence.. Several .of the cities which had 
entered into the. confederacy, were. filled with 
that mean jealoufy and diftruft of each other, 
which rivalfliip in commerce or in grandeur is 
apt to , infpire ; the, cqpftable, by hip influence 
and promifes, had prevailed on the . inhabitants 
of Burgos to abandon the Junta, and other 
fioblemen had ffaaken the fidelity of fome of the 
leiTer cities.; no perfon had arifen among the 
f ommons of fuch fuperior abilities or elevation 

f P. Mart. £p. 695, 713. Gcddes's Trads, 1. 261, 

of 



ftSt THE REIGN OF THE 

Book III. of mind, as to rec^iire the direftion of their 
IC22, affairs; Padilla, their general, was a man of 
. popular qualities, but diftrufted for that reafon 
by thofe of higheft rank who adhered to the 
Junta ; the condu6b of Giron led the people to 
view with fufpicion every pcrfon of noble birth 
who joined their party ; fo that the ftrongeft 
marks of irrefolution, mutual diftruft, and me- 
diocrity of genius, appeared in all their pro- 
ceedings at this time. After many confultations 
heM concerning the terms propofed by the re- 
gents, tKcy fufFered themfclves to be fo carried 
away by refcntment againft the nobility, that 
rejeding all thoughts of accommodation, they 
threatened to ftrip them of the crown- lands, 
ifrhich they or their anceftors had ufurped, and 
. to re-annex thefe to the royal domain. Upon 
this prepofterous fcheme, which would at once 
have annihilated all the liberties for which they 
had been ftruggling, by rendering the Kings of 
Caftile abfolutc and independent on their fub- 
jefts, they wpre fo intent, that they now ex- 
claimed with lefs vehemence againft the exac- 
tions of the foreign minifters, than againft the 
jmmenfe power and wealth of the nobles, and 
feemed to hope that they might make peace 
with Charles, by offering to enrich him with 
their fpoils. 
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The fucccfs which Padilla had met with in Book UJ. 
feveral fmall encounters, and in reducing fome ^^^^ 
inconfiderable towns, helped to precipitate the fjj*,7*„]f^ 
megibers of the Junta into this meafure, filling »'« ^^« 
them with fuch confidence in the valour of their couatcrt, 
troops, that they hoped for an eafy viftory over 
t4ie royalifls. Padilla, that his army might not 
reniain inadlive, while flulhed with good for-< 
tunc, laid ficge to Torrclobaton, a place of 
greater ftrength and importance than any that 
he had hitherto attacked, and which was de- 
fended by a fufficient garrifon j and though the 
befieged made a defperate refiftance, and the ad* 
miral attempted to relieve them, he took the March 3; 
town by ftorm, and gave it up to be plundered '5»** 
by his foldiers. If he had marched inftantly with 
his viftorious army to TordefiUas, the head quar- 
ters of the royalifts, he could hardly have failed 
of making an eflre<aual impreffion on their troops, 
furprized at the brifknefs of his operations, and 
far from being of fufficient ftrength to give him 
battle. But the ficklenefs and imprudence of the j„^^^^ 
Junta prevented his taking this ftep. Incapa- J^"''"^* 
ble, like all popular aflbciations, either of carry- 
ing on war, or of making peace, they liftened 
again to overtures of accommodation, and even 
agreed to a fliort fufpenfion of arms. This nc- 
gociation terminated in nothing -, but while it 
was carrying on, many of Padilla*s foldiers, un- 
acquainted 
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Book III. acquainted with the reftraints ofdifcipline, went 
^1522!^ ^^ ^*^^ ^*^^ booty which they had got at Torre- 
lobaton ; and others^ wearied' out by the unufual 
length of the campaign, defefted \ The confta* 
ble too had leifure to aflemble his forces at Bur^ 
gos, and to prepare every thing for marching ; 
and as foon as the truce expired, he cfFefted af 
junftion with the Conde dc Haro, in fpite of all 
Padilla's efforts to prevent it. They advanced 
immediately towards Torrelobaton, and Padilla 
finding the number of his troops fo diminifhed 
that he durfl: not rifle a battle, attempted to re* 
treat to Toro, which if he could have accom* 
plifhed^ theinvafion of Navarre at that junfture 
by the French, and the neceflity which the regents 
nauft have been under of detaching men to that 
The nobles ^i^g^on^j might havcfaved him from danger* 
•ttack the But Haro, fenfible how fatal would be the confe- ' 

army of the 

jun;a, quenccs of fuffering him to efcape, marched with 
*^' fuch rapidity at the head of his cavalry, that he 
came up with him near Villalar, and without 
waiting for his infantry, advanced to the attack. 
Padilla*sarmy, fatigued anddiflieartencd byjthcir 
precipitant retreat, which they could not diftiil- 
gui(h from a flight, happened at that time to be 
paflTing over a ploughed field, on which fuch a' 
violent rain had fallen, that the foldiers funk al- 
mofl to the knees at every ftep,, and remained 

' Sandov* 336^ 

^ cxpofed 
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cxpofed to the fire of feme field-pieces which Book IIT. 
the royalifts had brought along with them. All 1522. 
thefe circumftances fo difcppcerted and intimi- 
dated raw foldiers, that without facing the enemy, 
or making any refiftance, they fled in the utmoft n<i^«fcai 
confufion. Padilla exerted himfelf with extra- 
ordinary courage and aftivity in order to rally 
them, though in vain 5 fear rendering them deaf 
both to his threats and intreaties : Upon 
which, finding matters irretrievable, and rpfolv- 
ing not to furvive the difgrace of that day, and 
the ruin of his party, he ruihed into the thickeft 
of the enemy ; but being wounded and dif- 
' mounted, he was taken prifoner. His princi-^ 
pal ofiicers fhared the fame fate ; the commoi^ 
foldiers were allowed to depart unhurt, the no- 
bles being too generous to kill men who thre^ 
down their arms \ 

' The refentment of his enemies did not fufier 
Padilla to linger long in expeftation of what 
Ihould befal him. Next day he was condemned 
to lofe his head, though without any regular * 
trial, the notoriety •of the crime being fuppofed 
fufficient to fupcrfede the formality of a legal 

■ Sandov. 34^9 &c. P. Mart. Ep. 720* Miniana. Contin» 
p. 26. Epitome de la vide y Hechos del Emper. Carlos V» 
por D. Juan Anton, de Veray Zuniga. 4to. Madr. 1627* 
p. 19. 

procefs. 
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procefs. He was led inftantl^ to execution, td-^ 
gcther with Don John Bravp, dnd Don Francis 
Jhril'lJjiie. Maldonada, the former commander of the Sego- 
rai, put ta vians, and the latter of the troops of Salamanca. 
Padilla viewed the approach of death with calm 
but undaufit^d fortitude ; and when Bravo, his 
fcllow-fufFerer, dxpreffcd fome indignation at 
hearing himfelf proclaimed a traitor, he checked 
him, by obferving, ^« That ycfterday was the 
time to Have difpla;^ed the fpirit of gentlemen^ 
this day to die with the rtieeknefs of Chriftians/^ 
Being permitted to wi-ite to fiis wife and to the 
community of Toledo, the place of his nativity, 
he addreffed the former with a manly and vir- 
tuous tendernefs, and the latter with the exul- 
tation natural to one who confidered himfelf as 
k martyr for the liberties of his country \ Aftet 

this^ 

* The flrain of thefe letters is ib eloquent and high-fpi. 
nted» that I have tranilated them for the entertainment of 
ipy readers. 

nt Litter of Don John Padilla to his Wife. 

S E NO R Ay 

*< If your grief did not a^£i me more than my owd 
death, I fliould deert royfelf perfedly happy. For the end 
ef life being certain to all men, the Almighty confers a 
mark of diflinguifhing fav'oar upon that perfon, for whom 
he appoints a death fuch as mine, which, though lamented 
by many, is nevcrthelefs acceptable unto him. It would 
require more time than I now have« to write any thing that 

could 
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^ this, he fubmittcd quietly to his fate. Moft of Book lir. 
the Spaniih hiftorians, accuftomcd to ideas of 1322. 
government, and of regal power, very different 
from thofe upon which he adcd, have been fo 
eager to teftify their difapprobation of the caufc 
in which he was engaged, that they have neg- 
lefted, or have been afraid to do juftice to his 
virtues ; and by blackening his memory, have 
endeavoured to deprive him of that pity, which 
is feldom denied to illuftrious fuffefers« 

could aSbrd yoa tonfoiation. That my enemies will not 
grant me, nor do I wi(h to delay the reception of that crown 
which I hope ta etijoy* Yoo may bew'ail your own lols, 
but not by deadly which, being fo honourable! ought not 
to be lamented by any* My foal^ for nothing eli^ is left 
to me, I bequeath to yon. Yoa will receive it, ^ the 
thing in this world which you valued moll. I do not write 
to my fatb^ Fero Lopeis, becaufe I dare not; lor though 
I have thewn myfelf to be his Ton in ilaring to lofe my life^ 
I h^ire ifOt been the heir of his good fortune, 1 will noC 
attempt to fay tiny thing more, that I may not dre the 
executioner, who waits for me, and that I may not ex'tift 
a fufpicion, that, in order to prolong my Iil6, i lengthen 
OQt my Icttfer. My tervant Sofia, afn eye-witnefs, and to 
whom I have cominauidiced my moft iecret thoughts, will 
iafcrrm yoa of what I cannot now ffthe; and thus I reft, 
cxpe^tif^ the inftrument of your gHtf, and of my dbtiver* 
•nee/' 

^is Utter fd tie City of ToMet r 

•• 'f o thee, the crown of Spain, wnd the light of the whrff r 
world, free from the time of the mighty Goths: to thee, 
who by (bedding the blood of ftrangers, as well as thy own 

Vol. IL S Wood, .- 



258 THE REIGN OR THE 

Book III. The viftory at Villalar proved as decifivc as 
^,^'22. it was cpmpleat. Valladolid, the moft zealous 
Ruvnof Ac ^£ ^11 i-hg allociated cities, opened its gates im-' 
mediately to the conquerors, and being treated 
^th great clemency by the regent: > Medina del 
Campo, Segovia, and many other towns followed 
its example. This fudden dijfTolution of a con- 
federacy, formed not upon flight difgufts, or 
upon trifling motives, into which the whole 
body of the people had entered, and which had 
been allowed time to acquire fome degree of 

bloody haft recovered liberty for thyfclf, and thy neight>oar- 
iiig cities; Thy legitimate fon Joan de Padilla gives infor- 
znation, how by the blood of his body, thy ancient viflories 
are to be refrelhed. If fate hath n^t permitted my actions 
to be placed among your facceifsfal and celebrated exploits, 
the fault hath been in my ill fortune> not in my good will. 
This I requeft of thee as of - a mother, to accept, fince God 
hath given me nothing mere to lofe for thy fake, than that 
which I am now to relinquiih* I am more folicitoas aboat 
thy good opinion than about my own life., The ihiftings 
of fortune, which never (lands ilill, are many. But this I 
fee with inEnite confplatioo, that I, the ieaft of thy chil- 
dren, fuffer death for thee ; and that thoa haft nurfed at 
thy breafts fuch as may take vengeance for my wrongs. 
Many tongues will relate the manner of my death, of which 
I am ftill ignorant, though I know it to be near^ My end 
will teftify what was my defire. My foul I recommend to 
thee as to the patronefs of Chriftianity, Of my body I fay 
nothing, for it is not mine. I can write nothing more, for 
at this very moment I feel the knife at my throat with 
greater dread of thy difplcafure, than apprehenfion of my 
own pain.*' Sandov. Hift. voL i. p. 478. 

order 
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ordcx and confiH:encc by eflablifhing a regular 
plaa of government, is the ftrohgeft proof of ^"TjaZ 
the inability of its leaders, or of fome fecret 
difcord reigning among its members. Though 
paxt of the army by which they had been fub- 
dued, was obliged, a few days after the battle, 
to march towards Navarre, in order to cHeck 
the progrefs of the French in that kingdom, no- 
thing could prevail on- the dejeded commons of 
Caftilc to take arms again, and to embrace fuch* 
a favourable opportunity of acquiring thofe 
rights and privileges for which they had ap-^ 
peared fo zealous- The city of Toledo alone, ^tfjdefc'nds 
animated by Donna Maria Pacheco, Padilla'^ Toledo wuh 

' ^ ' great fpiriU 

widow, who, inftead of bewailing her hufband- 
with a womanifli forrow, prepared to revenge his 
death, and to profccute that caufe in defence of* 
v^hich he had fufFered,' muft be excepted. Re- 
fpedt for her fex, or admiration Of her courage 
and abilities, as well as fympathy with her mif- 
fortunes, and veneration for the memory of her 
hu(band, fecured her the fame afcendant over 
the 'people which he had poflfeffcd. The pru- 
dence and vigour with which (he afted, juftified 
that confidence they placed in her. She wrote 
t6 the French general in Navarre, encouraging 
him to invade Caftile by the offer of powerful 
afliftance. She^endeavoured by her letters and 
ctttiflSines to revive the fpirit and hopes of other 

S 2 cities. 
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Book III. cicies. She raifed foldiers, and exadid a grbae 
fum from the clergy belonging to the cathedraS, 
to defray the expence of keeping them on foot \ 
She employed every artifice that could intereft 
or inflame the popukce. For this purpbfe flie 
ordered crucifixes to be ufed by her troops in- 
ftead of colours, as if they had been at war 
with infidels, and enemies of religion ; flib 
marched through the ftreets of Toledo with hdr 
fon, a young child, clad in deep mourning ieated 
on a mule, having a ftandard carried befdre 
him, reprefenting the manner of his father's eke- 
cutiqn '• By all thefe meafts (he kept thfe minds 
of the people in fuch perpetual agitation as 
prevented their pafilons from fubfiding, and rish* 
dered them infenfible of the dangers to which 
they were expofed, \>y (landing alone in o|>po^ 
fition to the royal authority. While the army 
was employed in Navarre, the Regents Wer6 
unable to attempt the redu£Uon of Tdedo l^ 
force ; and all their endeavours either to dimi- 
nifli Donna Maria's credit with the pedple, or 
ta gain her by large promifes ahd the (blici- 
tations of her brother the Marquis de Mondeiar, 
proved ineffeftual. Upon the expulfion of the 
French out of Navarre, part of the army re* 
turned into Caftilc, ftnd invefted- Toledo, Even 
this made no impreilion on the intrepid and 
obftinate courage of Dcmna Maria. Sl» dc- 
• P. Mart. Ep. 727* « Sandov. 375. 

fended 
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fpnded the tpwn with vigour, her troops beat Book in. 
the Royalifts in fevcral faUies, and no progrels ^7;^ 
was made towards reducing the place, until the 
clergy, whom Ihe had highly pffeqded by invad- 
ing their property, ceafcd to fupport her. A& 
ibon is they received information of the death 
of William dc Croy archbifliop of Toledo, 
wJaofij poffeffion of that fee was their chief grievr. 
^nce, andi that the Emperor had named a Cafti- 
lian to fucceed him, they openly turned againft 
her, and perfoaded the people that flie had ac- 
quired fuch influence over them by the force 
of enchantments, that ihe was aflifted by a fa- 
milial: demon which attended her in the form 
of a Negro-maid, and that by its fuggeftions 
Ihe regqlated every part of her conduft ^ The 
credulous multitude whom their impatience of a 
)ong blockade, and delpaii* of obtaining fuc- 
cours either from the cities formerly in confe- 
deracy with them, or from the French, rendered 
d<ejGrous of peace, took arms againft her, and 
driving her out of the city, furrendered it to. oaobcr 20. 
the Royalifts^ ^ She retired to the citadel, which 
ihe defended with amazing fortitude four months 
longer j and when reduced to the laft extremi- 
ties, ihe made her efcape in difgui^, and fled to Feb. 10, 
Portugal, where ihe had n?any relations '. '^*** 

7 P. Mart. Ep. 727. ^ 

» S^ndov. 375. P. Ma'rt. Ep. 754. Ferrer, viii. 563. 
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Book III. TJpON her flight, the citadel ' farrendered; 
^^7^ Tranquillity was re-eftabliflied in Caftile ; and 
Tf this^cMi' *^^^ ^^^^ attempt of the commons, like all un-r 
'^". fuccefsful infurreftions, contributed to confirm 

and extend the power of the crown, which it 
was intended to moderate and abridge. The 
Gortes ftill continued to make a part of the Caf- 
tilian conftitution, and were fummoned to meet 
whenever the King flood in need of money ^ 
but inftead of adhering to their ancient and cau •« 
t)ous form of examining and redreffing publick 
grievances, before they proceeded to grant any 
fiipply, the more courtly cuftom of voting a 
donative in the firft place was introduced, and 
the Sovereign having obtained all that he wanted, 
never allowed them to enter into any inquiry, 
or to attempt any reformation injurious to his 
authority. The privileges which the cities had 
enjoyed were gradually circumfcribed or abo- 
lifhed ; their commerce began from this period 
to decline ; and becoming lefs wealthy and lefs 
populous, they loft that power and influence 
which they had acquired in the Cortes. 

The pro. While Caftile was expofed to the calamities 

infu/rec- of civil War, the kingdom of Valencia was torn 

lejicia. by inteftinecommorions ftill more violent. The 

aflbciation which had been formed in the city of 

Valencia in the year one thoufand five hun- 

4red and twenty, and which v/as diftinguiftied 

I by 
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by the name of the Germanada, coatinued to ^ook nj. 
fubfift after the Emperor's departure from Spain. ^TIzaT' 
The members of it, upon pretext of defending 
the coafts againft the defcents of the Corfairs of 
Barbary, and under fanftion of that permiffion, 
which Charles had raflily granted them, refufed 
to lay down their arms. But as the grievances, 
which the Valencians aimed at redrefling, pro- 
ceeded from the arrogance and exaftions of the 
notih'ty, rather than from any unwarrantable 
exercifc of the royal prerogative, their refent- 
ment turned chiefly againft the former. As 
foon as they were allowed the ufe of arms, and 
became confcious of their own ftrcngth, they 
grew impatient to take vengeance of their op- 
preflbrs. They drove the nobles out of moft 
of the cities, plundered their houfes, wafted 
their lands, and afTaulted their caftles. They 
then proceeded to ele6t thirteen perfons, one 
from each company of tradefmen eftablifhed in 
Valencia, and committed the adminiftration of 
government to them, under pretext that they 
would reform the laws, eftablifli one uniform 
mode of difpenfing juftice without partiality, 
or regard to the diftinftion of ranks, and thus 
vfeftore men to fome degree of their original 
equality. 

The nobles were obliged to take arms in felf- 
defence. Hoftilitics began, and were carried 

S 4 on 
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Booic in. on with all th^ rancour with which refcntment 
izzz. ^^ oppreffion infpired the one party, artd %h^ 
idea of infulted dignity, animated the other. As 
no perfon of honourable birth, or of liberal 
education, joined the Germanada, the CQUQcik 
as well as troops of the confederacy were con- 
duced by low mechanicks, who acquired tlip 
- confidence of an enraged multitude chiefly by 
the fiercepefs of their ^eal, and the ei^trav^gance 
of their proceedings. Among fuch mcB, the 
laws introduced in civilized natipns, in order to 
reftraia or moderate the violence of wjar, were 
pnknown^or defpifed*, and they comn^ittpd thf 
wildcft a6ls of cruelty and outrage. 

The Emperor occypied with fqppreQing the 
^niurredion in Caftile, which more immediately 
threatened the fubyerfioa of his power and pre-^ 
rogative, was unabk to give much attention to 
the tumults in Valenp i^, and left the mobility 
of that Hiogdom to 6ght their own- battles. 
His viceroy, the Conde de Melito, had thp 
fupreme command of the forces which the nobler 
raifed among the vaffajs. The Germanad^i 
parried on the war during the years one thou-r 
fand five hundred and twenty and twenty-onc^i 
yrith a more perfevering courage, than coul^ 
have been expefted from a body fo tumultuary, 
^nd^r tt^c condu(^ of fuch leaders. They de- 
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feated the nobility in feyeral ^ftions, which, Book IU. 
though not xonfiderable, were extremely ftiarp, j^^z. 
They rcpuUed them in their attempts to reduce 
different towns. B.ut the nobles, by their fupe- 
rior (kill in war, and at the head of troops 
more accuftomed to fervlce, gained the advan- 
tage in rnoft of the rencounters. At length, 
they were joined by a body of Caftilian cavalry, 
which the regents difpatched towards Valencia, 
foon after their vidory over Padilla at Villalar, 
^nd by their affiftance they acquired fuch fupe- 
riority, that they entirely broke and ruined the 
Germanada. The leaders of the party were 
put to death, almoft without any formality of 
kgal trial, and fuffered fuch cruel punifhments, 
as the fenfe of recent injuries prompted the 
nobles to inflid. The government of Valencia 
was re-eftabli(hed in its ancient form \ 

In Aragon, vialent Tymptoms of the fame Appesmn- 
fpirit of difaffeftioh and mutiny, which reigned affeaLn^n 
in the other kingdoms of Spain, began to ap- dragon. 
pear ; but by the prudent condu6l of the viceroy, 
pon John de Lanufa, they were fo far com- 
pofcd, as to prevent their breaking out into any 
ppcn infurredlion. But in the ifland of Ma- , 

* Argenfola Anales de Aragon, cap. 75. 90. 99. 1 1 8« 
Sayas Analcs de Aragon, cap. 5. 12, &c. P. Mart. Ep.lib. 
Tj^xxiiu Sc xxjd?^ pa^oi? Ferrer. HI&. d'Efpagae, viii. 542. 
J 6 J., ^c. 

jorca^ 
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Book III. jorca, annexed to the crown of Aragon, the 
^""""^T^ fame caufcs which had excited the comrobtions 
Formidable [^ Valencia, produced effefts no Ids violent, 

mlurrecton * ^ 

in Majorca. Jhc peoplc, impatient of the hardfhips which 
they endured under ths rigid jurifdiftion of the 

March 19, nobility, took arms in a tumultuary manner^ 
'^*'" depofed their viceroy ; drove him out of the 
• ifland; and maflacred every gentleman who 
was fo unfortunate as to fall into their hands. 
The obftinacy with which the people of Ma- 
jorca perfifted in their rebellion, was equal 
to the rage with which they began it. ,Many 
and vigorous effbrts were requifite in order to 
reduce them to obedience ; and tranquillity 
was re-eftabliflied in every part of Spain be- 
fore they could be brought to fubmit to their 
fovereign \ 

Caufes Whii,e thc fpirit of difaffedion was fo general 

vcDt^cd thT among the Spaniards, and fo many caufes con- 

maieco^.^*^ curred in precipitating them into fuch violent 

tcnti. meafures, in order to obtain the redrefs of their 

grievances, it may appear ftrange, that thc 

malecontents in the different kingdoms (hould 

have carried on their operations without any 

mutual concert, or even any intercourfe with 

* Argenfola Anales de Aragon, c, 113. Ferrer. Hift. viii. 
542. Sayas Anales de Aragon, cap, 7. 11. 14. 76. 8i, Fer-» 
rcras Hift. d^Efpagne, viii. 579, $cq, 609. 

each 
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each othen By uniting their councils and 
arms, they might have acted both with greater Ts^i, 
force^ and with more efFeft. The appearance 
of a national confederacy would have rendered 
it no lefs relpcftable among the people than 
formidable tp the crown 5. and the Emperor, 
unable to refift fugh ^ combination, mull have 
complied with any terms which the members of 
it thought fit to prefcribe. Many things, how- 
ever, prevented the Spaniards from forming 
themfelves into one body, and pyrfuing com- 
mon meafures. The people of the different 
kingdoms in Spain, though they were become 
the lubjcdls of the fame fovereign, retained, in 
full force, their national antipathy to each other. 
The remembrance of their ancient rivalfhip and 
hoftilities was ftill recent, and thefenfe of reci- 
procal injuries fo intire, as to be incompatible 
with their afting in confidence and concert. 
Each nation chofe rather to depend. on its own 
eflTorts, and to maintain the ftruggle alone, than 
to implore the aid of neighbours, whom they 
diftrutled and hated. At the fame time, the 
forms of government in the feveral kingdoms. 
of Spain* were fo different, and the grievances 
of which they complained, as well as the altera- 
tions and amendments which they attempted to 
introduce, fo various, that it was not eafy to 
bring them to unite in any common plan. To 

' - '/ this 
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Book III. this difunion Charles was indebted for the pre^ 

^"^7^ fcrvation of his Spanilh crowns ; and while each 

of the kingdoms followed feparate meafures, all 

of them were obliged at laft to conform to th^ 

will of their fovereign. 

Theimpe- Thb arrival of the Emperor in Spain filled 
^atmd^.' his fubjefts who had been in arms againft him 
uZlr to- With deep apprehenfions 5 from which he fooa 
IVi«oa! delivered them by an aft of clemency, no lefs 
prudent than generous. After a rebellion fo 
general, fcarcely twenty perfons, among fo many 
criminals obnoxious to the law, had been 
punjlhcd capitally in Caftile. Though ftrongly 
folicitcd by his council, Charles refufed to {bed 
any more blood by the hands of the execu- 
tioner; and publifhed a general pardon, ex- 
tending to all crimes committed fince the com- 
mencement of the inftirreftions, from which 
only fourfcorc were excepted. Even thefe he 
feems to have named, rather with ^n intention 
to intimidate others, than from any ipclina,tion 
to feize them & for when an officious courtier 
offered to inform him where one of the moft 
confiderable among them was concealed, he 
^voided it bya good-natured pleafantry 5 " Go,** 
f;iys he, " I have now no reafon to be afraid of 
that man, but he has fome caufe to keep at a 
diftance from me, and you v(ould be better 
employed in telling him that I am here, than in 
2 acquainting 



oa.ss. 
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acquainting me i^ith the place of his retreat *.** Book lir* 
By this appearance of magnanimity, as well as ^i\\u 
by his ciait to avoid every thing which had 
diigufted the Caftiliani^ during his former refi- 
dence among them ; by his addrefs in aiTuming 
their manhers, in fpeaking their language, and 
in com^ying with all their humours and cuf- 
toms, he acqtiired an aitendant over them which 
hardly any df their native monarchs had ever 
att^ed, iand brought them to fupport' him in 
all his (^nterprizes with a zeal and valour to 
which he oWed much of his fuccefs and gran- 
deur \ 

' ABOtTT the time that Charles landed in Spain, Adrian feti 
Adrian 1^ but for Itely to tikb t>oflfeffioft of his T^X^ni 
new digjnity. but thotlgh the Roman people ^^'^^^^ 
l&nged extremely for his arrival, bhey could «*»««• 
not^ <in his firft appearance, conceal their fur- 
prize ahd difappointment. After beihg accuf- 
tomed to the princdy magnificence of Julius, 
and the elegam l^leridour of Leo, they beheld 
With contempt an old mant)f an humbfe tJcport- 
ment, of auftere itiaWh^b, ^h enemy to pomp, 
dfcftitute (^4taftls in ^Ait irts, ai^d unadorned with 
aAy ^thfe «tt«rna9 aec^mpliihme'nts \v%fch the 

^ S^ndov. 377, ^« Vi<!a disl. Eio^r. C«rIo$ prfr Don 
Joan. Anton, de Veray Zaniga, p« 30. 
* Uiloa Viu dc Carlo V. p. 85. 

vulgar 
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Book III. vulgar cxpeft in thofe raifed to eminent fl:ations% 
"^^lYzz/^Nor did his political views and maxims fcem 
lefs ftrange and aftonifhing to the pontifical 
miniflers. He acknowledged and bewailed the 
corruptions which abounded in the church, as 
well as in the court of Rome, and prepared to 
reform both ;. he difcovered no intention of 
aggrandizing his family; he even , fcrupled at 
retaining fuch territories as fome of his pre- 
deceflbrs had acquired' by violence or fraud, 
rather than by any legal title, and for that 
reafon he invefted Francefco Maria de Rovarc 
anew in the dutchy of Urbino, of which Leo 
had ftripped him, and furrendered to the duke 
of Ferrara feveral places wrefted from him by 
the church'. To men little habituated to fee 
princes regulate their co'nduft by the maxims 
of morality and the principles of juftice, thefe 
aftions of the new Pope appeared inconteftable 
proofs of his weaknefs or inexperience.^ Adrian, 
who was a perfect ftrangcr to the complex 
and intricate fyftemof Italian politioks, and 
who could place no confidence in perfons whofe 
fubtle refinements in buGnefs fuited fo ill with 
his natural fimplicity and candour, being often 
embarrafled and irrefolute in his deliberations, 

«Guic, 1. XV.' 238. Jovii Vita Adriani, 117* Bcllcfoft 
Epitr. des Pfinc. 84, [ Guic* lib* xv. 240* 

the 
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the opinion of his incapacity daily increafed. Book III. 

until both his perfon and government became ,-22. 
objects of ridicule among his fubjcfts «. 



Adrian, though devoted to the Emperor, hc enaea- 
cndeavoured to aflume the impartiality which ftoreV^ce' 
became the common father of Chriftendom, and *" ^"'°^* 
laboured to reconcile the contending princes, 
that they might unite in a league agaihft Soly- 
man, whofe conqucffi of Rhodes rendered him 
more formidable than ever to Europe \ But 
this was an undertaking far beyond his abilities. 
To examine fuch a variety of pretenfions, to 
adjuft fuch a number of interfering ihterefts, to 
extinguilh the paiTions which ambition^ emu- 
lation> and. mutual injuries, had kindled, to 
bring fo many hgftile powers to purfue the fame 
fcheme with unanimity and vigour, required 
not only uprightnefs of intention, but a great 
fuperiority both of underftaridihg and addrefs. 

The. Italian ftates were no lefs defirous of 
peace than the Pope. The Imperial army under 
Colonna was ftill kept on foot, but as the Em- 
peror*& revenues in Spain, in Naples, and in 
the Low-Countries, were cither cxEaufted, or 

« Jov. Vita Adr, 1 1 8. ?♦ Mart. Ep. 774. . Rofcdli LeU' 
tresdePrinc. vol. i. 87. 96, 10 '• 
• ^ Bcllefor* Epitr. p. 86. 

applied 
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Book III. Applied to lome other purpofc, k dcpendeci 
1522. i^ntirely for pay and iubfiftence on the Italians. 
A great part of it was quartered in this cede- 
fiaftical ftate, and monthly contributions were 
levied upon the Florentines, the Milanefe^ the 
Genoefe, and Lucchefe,^ by the viceroy of Na- 
ples; and though all exclaimed againft foch 
oppreflion, and were impatient to be delivered 
from it, the dread of worfe Confequences from 
the rage of the army, or the refentiheot of ttae 

Emperor, obliged them to fubmit K 

•» 

A ^ew ^° "^^'^^ «gard, Iwwewr, Wis paid to tftft 

league Popc's cxhortatlohs, ttfi to a bull which U 
Fv^h iffued, requiring all Chriflian princes to confent 
*'"^' to atrtfce for three yeal«, that the ImpeHai, the 
French, and English ambafladors at Home weit 
empowered to treat of that matter; but ■While 
they wafted their time in fniitlefs negocrations, 
their mafters continued their preparations for 
war. The Venetians, %ho had httherto-adhered 
with great firmnefs to their alliance with l^ranti^ 
being now coflvinctd that his affaii^ ih ftal^ 
were in a defperate fitUation, entered into a 
league againft him with the Emperor j to-v^hich 
j«ne»8. Adrian, at the inftigation of his countryman 
and friend Charles de Lannoy, viceroy of Na- 
ples, who perfuaded him that the only obftacks 

« Guic. 1, XV. 33 S. 

to 
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to peace arofe from the ambition of the French Book irr. 
King, foon after acceded. The other Italian 
ftates followed their example; and Francis was 
left, without a fingle ally, to refift the efforts 
of fo many enemies, whofe armies threatened, 
andwhofeterritbriesencompafled, his dominions 
on every fide ^ 

The dread of this powerful confederacy, it Frandi't 
was thought, would have obliged Francis to meafurcsin 
keep wholly on the defenfive, or at leaft have 2* u.'^"*" 
prevented his ehtertaining any thoughts of 
marching into Italy/ But it was. the charadler 
of that prince, too apt to become remifs, and 
even negligent on ordinary occafions, to rouze 
at the approach of danger, and not only to 
encounter it with fpirit and intrepidity, qualities 
which never forfook him, but to provide againft 
it with diligence and induftry. Before his ene* 
mies were ready to execute any of their fchcmes^ 
Francis had affembled a numerous army, . His 
authority over his own fubjefts was far greater 
than that which Charles or Henry pofTefled over 
theirs. They depended on their diets, their 
cortes, and their parliaments for money, which 
was ufually granted them in fmall fums, very 
flowly, and with much relyClance. The taxes 
he cQuld impofe were more confiderable, and 

^ Gujc. 1. XV. 241. 248. 
Vol. IL T levied 
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Book Illi levied wich greatet difpatch ; fo that on this, 'as 
well as on other occafions/ his army was in the 
field while they were devifiiig ways and means 
for raifing theirs. Senfible of this advantage, 
Francis hoped to 'difconcert all the Emperor's 
fchemes by marching in perfon irtto the Mila? 
nefe; and this bold meafure, the more formida- 
ble becaufe unexpefted, could fcarcely have 
failed of producing that efFeiSt. The vanguard 
Sofpended of his army had already reached Lyons, and he 
^ikVe^ of himfelf was haftening after it with the fecond di- 
We Bo'frV vifion of his troops, when the difcovery of a 
bon^scon- domcftick confpiraCv which threatened the ruin 

fpiracy, *^ ' 

of the kingdom^ obliged him to Hop (hort^ and 
to alter bis meafures* 

His cbarac '^"^ author of this dangerous plot was Charlei 
^^'' duke of Bourbon, lord high conftable, whofe 

hoWe birth, vaft fortune, and high office, raifcd 
him to be the moft powerful fubjeft in France, 
as his great talents, equally fuited to the field 
or the council, and his fignal fervices to the 
crown, rendered him th^ moft illufbrious and 
deferving. The neat refemblance between the 
King and him in niany of their qualities, both 
being fond of war, land ambitious to excel in 
manly exercifes, as well as their equality in age, 
and their proximity of blood, ought naturally 
to have fecured him a confiderable fliare in that 

ftlonapch's 
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Monarch's favour. But unhappily Louifc, the 
King's mother, had contrafted a violent aver- ,^"23. 
fion to the houfe of Bourbon, for no better l^l^^f*^ 
reafon than becaufe Anne of Bretagne, the affcaion. 
Queen of Louis the Twelfth, with whom (he 
lived in perpetual enmity, difcovered a peculiar 
attachment to that branch of the royal family ; 
and (he had taught her fon, who was too fuf- . 
ceptible of any impre(rion which (he gave him, 
to view all the conftable-s adtions with a mean 
and unbecoming jeaioufy. His diftinguilhcd 
merit at the battle of Marignano had not been 
fufiiciently rewarded j he had been recalled 
from the government of Milan upon very frivo- 
lous pretences, and had met with a cold recep- 
tion, which his prudent conduft in that difficult 
ftation did not defcrve 5 the payment of his 
pcnfions had been fufpended without any good 
caufc ; and during the campaign of one thou- 
fand five hundred and twenty-one, the King, as 
has already been related, had affronted him in 
prefence of the whole army, by giving the com- 
mand of the van to the duke of Alenjon. The 
conftable, at firfl:, bore thefe indignities with 
greater moderation than e:ould have been ex- 
pefted from an high-fpirited Prince, confcious 
of what was due to his rank, and to his (ervices^ 
Such a multiplicity of injuries, however, ex- 
T 2 '^ haufted 
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Book III. haufted his patience-, and infpiring him with 
thoughts of revenge, he retired from court, and 
began to hold a fee ret correfpondence withfome 
of the Emperor's miniftcrs. 

About that time the dutchefs of Bourbon 
happened to die without leaving any children. 
Louife, of a difpofition no lefs amorous than 
vindiftive, and ftill fufceptible of the tender 
paGions at the age of forty-fix, began to view 
the Conftable, a Prince as amiable as he was 
accomplilhed, with other eyes; and notwith- 
ftanding the great difparity of their years, flie 
formed the fcheme of marrying him. Bourbon, 
who might have expcfted every thing to which 
an ambitious mind can afpire, from the doting 
fondnefs of a woman who governed her fon and 
the kingdom, being incapable either of imitating 
the Queen in her fudden traijfition from hatred 
to love, or of diffembling fo meanly as to pre- 
tend aflfeftion for one who had perfecuted him 
fo long with unprovoked malice, not only re- 
jefted the match, but embittered his refufal by 
fome feverc raillery on Louife's perfon and char 
rafter. She finding herfelf not only contemned, 
but infulted, her difappointed love turned into 
hatred, and fince fhe could not marry, fhe re- 

folved to ruin Bourbon. 

For 
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For this purpofe fhe confulted with the chan- Book Iir. 
cellor Du Prat, a man, who, by a bafe proftitu- 
tion of great talents and of fuperior Ikill in 
his profeflion, had rifcn to that high office* 
By his advice a law-fuit was commenced againift 
the Conftable, for the whole eftate belonging to 
the houfe of Bourbon. Part of it was claimed 
in the King's name, as having fallen to the 
crown ; part in that of Louife, as the neareft 
heir in blood of the deceafed Dutchefs. Both 
thefe claims were equally deftitute of any foun- 
dation in juftice; but Louife, by her folicita- 
tions and authority, and Du Prat, by employ- 
ing all the artifices and chicanery of law, pre- 
vailed on the judges to order the eftate to be 
, fequeftred. This unjuft decifion drove the Con- Fiisfecret 
liable to defpair, and to meafures which defpair "^^^tht'^' 
alone could have diftated. He renewed his in- ^""P"®*^ 
trigues in the Imperial courr, and flattering 
bimfelf that the injuries which he had fufFered 
would juftify his having recourfe to any means 
in order to obtain revenge, he offered to transfer 
his allegiance from his natural fovereign to the 
Emperor, and to affifl: him in the conqueft of 
France. Charles, as well as the King of Eng- 
land, to whom the fecret was communicated-', 
expeftiiig prodigious advantages from his revolt, 
were ready to receive him with open arms, and 
fpared neither promifes nor allurements which 

] Rymer's Fc&dcr. xiii. 794, 

T 3 might 
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Book HL might help to confirm him in his refolution; 

'^ ~'^ The Emperor offered him in marriage his fiftcp 
Eleanor, the widow of the King of Portugal, 
with a vaft portion. He was included as a prin-r 
cipal in the treaty between Charles and Henry, 
The counties of Provence and Dauphine were 
to be fettled on him, with the title of King. 
The emperor engaged to enter France by the 
Pyrenees, and Henry, fupported by the Flem- 
ings, to invade Picardy ; while twelve thoufand 
Germans, levied at their common charge, were 
to penetrate into Burgundy, and to aft in con- 
cert with Bourbon, who undertook to raife fix 
thoufand men among his friends and vaflals in 
the heart of the kingdom. The execution of 
this deep-laid and dangerous plot was fufpendcd, 
until the King fhould crofs the Alps with the 
only army capable of defending his dominions ; 
and as he waS far advanced in his march for 
that purpofe, France ftood on the brink of dc- 
ftruftion". 

difcovcrcd Happily for that kingdom, a negociatipn 
which had now been carrying on for feveral 
months, though conduced with the mofl pro- 
found fecrecjfj and communicated only to ^ 
few chofen confidents, could not altogether 
cfcapc'thc obfervation of the reft of the Con-» 

f" Thuani Hift. lib. i. c. lo. Heuier. Rer. Auftr, lib, 
viii. c, 18. p. 307, 

. I ftable'a 
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ftable's numerous retainers, rciidered more in» Book HI. 
quifitive by finding that they were diftrufted. _'~ 
Two of thefe gave the King fame intimation of 
amyfterious correfpondencc between their mafter 
and the Count de Roeux, a Flemifh nobleman 
of great confidence with the Emperor. 'Francis, 
who^coujd not bring himfelf to fufpe<5t that the 
firft prince o'f the blood would be fo bafe as to 
betray the kingdom to its enemies, immediately 
Bepaired to Moulins, where the Conftable was 
in bed, feigming indifpofition, that he might not 
be obliged to accompany the King into Italy, 
and acquainted him of the intelligence which 
he had received. Bourbon, with great folemnity, 
and the moft impofing affeftation of ingenuity 
and candour, affert^ his own innocence \ and 
as his health, he faid, was now more confirmed, 
he promifed to join the army within a few days. 
Francis, open and candid himfelf, and top app 
to be deceived by the appearance of thofe vir- 
tues in others, gave fuch credit to what he faid, 
that he refufed to arreft him, . although adyifed' 
to take that precaution by his wif^ft counfellors,' 
and as if the danger had been over, he. con* 
tinued his niarch towards Lyons. The Con- 
ftable fet out foon after, feemingly with an in- 
tention to follow him; but turning fuddenly to 
the left he crofled the Rhone, and after infinite I'^'y 
fatigues and perils, efcapedall the parcieswhich 
T 4 the 
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Book III. the King, fenfible too late of his credulity, fent 
,.,^. out to intercept him, and reached Italy in 
f*fety". 

Francis took every poflible precaution to 
prevent the bad efFefts of the irreparable, error 
which he had committed. He put garrifons 
in all the places of ftrength in *the Confta- 
ble's territories. He fcized all the gentlemen 
whom he could fufpeft of being his affociates j 
and as he had not hitherto difcovered the whole 
extent of the confpirator's fchemes, nor knew 
how far the infeftion had fpread among his fub- 
j^efts, he was afraid that his abfence might en- 
courage them to make fome defperate attempt, 
4nd for that reafon relinquiihed his intention of 
leading his army in perfon into Italy. 

French in- Hc did not, however, abandon his defign on 

▼adc the ■ r '^ , ' . 

Miiancfe. the Milanefc ; but appointed admiral Bonnive? 
to take the fuprcme command in his ftead, an4 
to march into that country with an army thirty 
thoufand ftrong. Bonnivet did not owe thi^ 
preferment to his abilities as a general ; for of 
all the talents requifite to form a great com- 
mander, he poffeffed only perfonal courage, the 
loweft and the moft common. But he was th^ 

» Mem. de Bcllay, p. 64, &c. Pafquier Recherckes dc 
]0 France, p. 4^1^ 
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moft accompliflicd gentleman in the Frfench BooKlIf. 
Iiourt, of agreeable manners, an infinuating ad* i^j^, 
drefs, and a fprightly converfation ; and Francis, 
who lived ia great familiarity with his courtiers, 
was fo charmed with thcfe qualities, that he ho- 
Dourcd him, on all occalions, with tiie moft par- 
tial and diftinguiihing marks of his favour. He 
was, hefides, the implacable enemy of Bourbon ; 
and as the king hardly knew whomt to truft at 
that junAure, he thought the chief connmaqct 
could be lodged no where fo fafely as in hi?^ 
hands. 

CoLONNA, who was entruftcd with the de* Their m 
fence of the Milanefe, his own cpnqueft, was in 
no condition to refift fuch a formidable army. 
He was deftitute of money fufficient to pay his 
troops, which w^re reduced to a fmall number by 
licknefs or defertion, and had, for that reafon, 
been obliged to neglecEb every precaution necet 
lary for the fecurity of the country. The only 
plan which he formed was to defend the paffagp 
of the river Teffino againft the French-, and as 
if he. had forgotten how eafily he himfelf had 
difconcerted a fimilar fchemeformed by LautreC, 
he promifed with great confidence on its being 
cffedlual. But in fpite of all his caution, it fuc* 
ceeded no better with him than with Lautrec* 
JPonnivetpaffcd the river without lofs, at a ford 

which 
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Book III. which had been neglefled^ and the Imperialifts 
,-22^ retired to Milan, preparing to abandon the town 
as ibon as the French ihould appear before it. 
By an unaccountable negligence, which Goic^ 
ciardini imputes to infatuation ^» Bonnivet did 
not advance for three or four days, and loft the 
opportunity with which hi$ good fortune pre* 
fented him. The citizens recovered from their 
confternation i Colohna, ftill aftive at the age 
of fourfcore, and Morone, whofe enniity to France 
was indefatigable, were employed night and day 
in repairing the fortifications, in amaffing provi- 
fions, in collefting troops from every quarter ; 
and by the time the French approached, had 
put the city in a condition to ftand the fiege. 
Bonnivet, after fome fruitlefs attempts on the 
town, which haraffed his own troops more than 
the enemy, was obliged, by the inclemency of 
the feafon, to retire into winter quarters* 

Death of During thefe tranfadions. Pope Adrian died 5 
"*" ' an event fo much to the fatisfaftion of the 
Roman people, whofe hatred or contempt of 
him augmented every day, that the night after 
his deceafe, they adorned the door of his chief 
phyfician's houfe with garlands, adding this in- 
fcription, TO THE DELIVERER OF 
HI S COUNT R Y^ The Cardinal de Medici 

• Guic. lib. xy. 254. p jovii Vit, Adr. I27. 

inftantly 
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inftantly renewed his pretenfions to the pa^al Book riL 
dignity, and entered th^ conclave with high ek- ^1^23.^ 
pedatjons on bis own part, and a general opi^ 
nion of the people, that they would be fucceftfuU 
gyt though fupported by the Imperial fadion, 
poffefled of great perfonal intereft, and capable 
pf all. the artifices, refinements, tad corrUptipn, 
^hich rcign in thofe aflemblies, the obftinacy 
^rid intrigues of his rivals protrafted the; cpn-* 
clave to the unufual length of fifty days. The EicaJon pf . 
,j|ddrefs and pcrfeverance of the Cardinal at laft vil^°* 
furmounted every obftacle. He was raifed to ^^^' **' 
the head of the church, and aflumed the go- 
vernmevCt of it by the name of Clement VII. 
The choice was UniverftUy approved of. High 
expeftations were conceived of a Pope, whofq 
great talents, and long experience in bufinefs, 
fcemed to qualify him no lefs for defending the 
fpiritual interefts of the church, cxpofcd to im- 
minent danger by the progrefs of Luther's opi- 
nions, than for conducing its political opera* 
tions with the prudence requifite at fuch a diffi- 
cult jundlure •, and who, befides thefe advan- 
tages, rendered the ecclefiaftical ftate more 
^efpedlable, by having in his hands the govern- 
ment of Florence, together with the wealth of 
^he family of Medici \ 

Cardinal Wolsey, not diflieartened by the woifey dir. 
^ifappointment of his ambitious views at the liTmld 

9 GUIC. 1. XV. 263. jncnt. 

former 
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Book III. former cleftion, had entertained more fanguinc 
1523. hop^s of fuccefs on this occafion. Henry . wrote 
to the emperor, reminding him of his engage- 
ments to fecond the pretenfions of his miniftcr. 
Woifey bcftirred himfelf with aftivity fuitable 
to the importance of the prize for which he 
contended, and inftrufted his agents at Rome 
to fpare neither promifes nor bribes in order to 
gain his end. But Charles had either amufed 
him with vain hopes which he never intended 
to gratify, or he judged it impolitick to oppofe 
a candidate who had fuch a profpeft of fucceed- 
ing as Medici ^ or perhaps the cardinals durft 
not venture to provoke the people of Rome, 
while their indignation againft Adrian's memory 
was ftill frefh, by placing another Ultra^mon- 
tane in the papal throne, Woifey, after al| his 
expectations and endeavours, had the morti- 
fication to fee a Pope cleded, of fuch an age, 
and of fo vigorous a conftitution, that he could 
not comfort himfelf much with the chance of 
furviving him. This fecond proof fully con- 
vinced Woifey of the Emperor's infincerity, and 
it excited in him all the refentment which an 
haughty mind feels on being at once difap- 
pointed and deceived ; and though Clement en- 
deavoured to foothe his vindiftive nature by 
granting him a commiffion to be legate in Eng- 
land during life, with fuch ample powers a? 
yelled in him almoft the whole papal jurifdic- 

tioif 
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tion in that kingdom, the injury he had received Book in. 
entirely diflblved the tie which had united him ,-23, 
to Charles, and from that moment he meditated 
revenge. It was neceflary, however, to conceal 
his intention from his mailer, and to fufpend 
the execution of it, until, by a dexterous im- 
provement of the incidents which might occur, 
helhouldbe able gradually to alienate the King's 
afFcAions from the Emperor. For this reafon, 
he was fo far from expreffing any uneafinefs on 
account of the repulfe which he had met with, 
that he abounded on every occafion, private as 
well as publick, in declarations of his high fatis- 
faftioh with Clement's promotion \ 

Henry had, during the campaign, fulfilled Henry's 
with great fincerity whatever he was bound to i^f^^n^, 
perform by the league againft France, though 
more flowly than he could have wilhed. His 
though tlefs.profufion, and total negleft of oeco- 
nomy, reduced him often to great ftraits for 
money. The operations of war were now car- 
ried on in Europe in a manndr very different 
from that which had long prevailed. Inftead of 
armies fuddenly aflembled, which under diftinft 
chieftains followed their prince into the field 
for a Ihort fpace, and ferved at their own coft, 
troops were now levied at great charge, and 

'Fiddei*s Life of Wolfey, 294, &c. Herbert. 

recetved 
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Book Ifl. received regularly confidcrable pay. Inftcad oiP 
\k2u^ impatience on both fides to bring every quarrel 
to the iffuc of a battle, which commonly de- 
cided the fate of open and defencelefs countries, 
and allowed the barons, together with their vaf- 
fals, to return to their ordinary occupations; 
towns were fortified with great art, and defended 
with much obftinacy ; war, from a very fimple, 
became a very intricate fcience ; and campaigns 
grew of courfe to be more tedious, and lefs 
decifive. The expence which thefe alterations 
in the military fyftcm necefiarily created, ap- 
peared intolerable to nations hitherto unaccuf- 
tomed to the burden of heavy taxes, tiencc 
proceeded the frugal, and even parfimonious 
fpirit of the Englifh parliaments in that age, 
which Henry, with all his authority, was feldom 
able to overcome. The commons, having re- 
fufed at this time to grant him the fupplies which 
he demanded, he had recourfe to the ample and 
almoft unlimited prerogative which the Kings 
of England then poflefled, and by a violent 
and unufual exertion of it, raifed the money he 
Sept. 20. wanted. This, however, wafted fo much time, 
that it was late in the feafon before his army, 
under the duke of Suffolk, could take the field. 
Being joined by a confiderable body of Flemings, 
Sufiblk marched into Picardy, and Francis, from 
his extravagant eagerncfs to recover the Mila- 

ncfe. 
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ncfe, having left that frontier almoft unguarded, Book iir. 
he penetrated as far as the banks of the river ,.23, 
Oyfe, within eleven leagues of Paris, filling that 
capital with confternation. But the arrival of 
fome troops detached by the King, who was ftill 
at Lyons ; the ^ftive gallantry of the French 
officers, who allowed the allies no refpite night 
Or day 5 the rigour of a moft unnatural feafon, 
together with fcarcity of provifions, compelled 
Suffolk to retire; and LaTramouille, whocom- November, 
manded in thofe parts, had the glory of having, 
with an handful of men, checked the progrefs 
of a formidable army, and of driving them with 
ignominy out of the French territories *. 

The Emperor's attempts upon Burgundy and ^^^ ^j^^^^ 
Giiicnne were not more fortunate, though in ©^ theCcr- 
both thcfe provinces Francis was equally ill pre- spaniardi, 
pared to refift them. The conduct and valour 
of his generals fupplied his want of forefight j 
the Germans, who madt an irruption into one 
of thefe provinces, and the Spaniards who 
attacked the other, were repulfed with ^reat 
difgrace. 

Thus ended the year 1523, during which ^nd of the 
Francis's good fortune and fuccefs had been «»"p*^8"' 
fuch as gave all Europe an high idea of, his 
power and refourecs. He had difcovered and 

» Herbert, Mem. de Bellajr, 73, &c. 

difconcertcd 
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Book III. difconcertcd a dangerous conlpiracy, the author 



1523. 



of which he had driven into exile,, almoft without 
an attendant ; he had rendered abortive all the 
fchemes of the powerful confederacy, formed 
againft him; he had proceded his dominions 
when attacked on three different fides-,, and 
though his army in the Milanefe had not made 
fuch progrefs as might have been expefted from 
its fuperiority to the enemy in number, he had 
recovered and ftill kept pofleflion of one half of 
that dutchy. 

1524. The enfuing year opened with events more 

oAh!^ new difaftrous to France. Fontarabia was loft by 
Tchtuzryir. the cowardlcc or treachery of its governor. In 
Italy, the allies refolved on an early and vigo- 
rous effort in order to difpofTefs Bonnivet of 
that part of the Milanefe which lies beyond the 
Tefino. Clement, who, under the pontificates 
of Leo and Adrian, had difcovercd an impla- 
cable enmity to France, began now to view the 
power which the Emperor was daily acquiring 
in Italy, with fo much jealoufy, that he refufed 
to accede, as his predecefTors had done, to the 
league againft Francis, and forgetting private 
paflions and animofities, laboured with the zeal 
which became his charafter, to bring about a 
reconciliation among the contending parties. 
But all his endeavours were ineffedual ; a nu- 
merous army, to which each of the allies fur- 

nifhed 
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hiihed their contingent of troops, was afiembled Book Iir. 
at Milan by the beginning of March. Lannoy^ , ^ ^^ 
viceroy of Naples, took the command of it JjJJ*^- 
upon Colonna's death, though the chief dircc- ?^*f* 
tion of military operations ^ras committed to 
Bourbon, and the marquis de Pefcara; the 
latter, the ableft and moft enterprifing of the 
Imperial generals ; the former infpired by his 
refentment with new a^vity and invention, and 
acquainted fo thoroughly with the characters 
of the French commanders, the genius of their 
troops, and the ftrength as well as weaknefs of 
their armies, as to be of infinite fervice to the 
party which he had joined. But all thefe ad- 
vantages were nearly loft through the Emperor's 
inability to raife money fbfHcient for executing 
the various and extenfive plans which he had 
formed. When his troops were commanded to f^!?*J *? 
march, they mutinied againft their leaders, de<* the uo^u 
manding the pay which was due to them for 
fome months ; and difregarding both the me* 
naces and intreaties of their officers, threatened 
to pillage the city of Milan, if they did not in* 
ftantly receive fatisfadtion. Out of this difficul-^. 
ty the generals of the allies were extricated by 
Morone, who prevailing on his countrymen, 
over whom his influence was prodigious, to ad- 
vance the fum that was requifite, the army took 
the fields 

^ Gale. U XV. 167. Capdla, 190. 
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Book III. BoNNiVET Was difftitutc of troops to oppofe 
^j~24.^ ^^s army, and ftrll more of the talents i^hich 
Tiw French could render him an equal match for its l6ad6fs; 

obliged to , . . * • ' , 1^1 

abandon the Aftef vafious movements and endotirtters, dc- 
fcribed with gi'e^t Accuracy by thie'cohtcmf)bi*aTy 
hiftiorians, a detail of which, at this diftatlW 6f 
rime,- would' be equally unintereftihg dni un- 
inftriiftive, he was forced to abandon the ftrong 
camp* in which he had entrenched' himfelf at 
Biagrafla. Soori after, partly by hisT own mif- 
conduft, partly by tHe aftivity of thfe enemy. 
Who haraffed aiid ruined his army by cofttiriuaf 
fkirniifties, while they cafrefully declihed a battle 
Which he often offered them ; atid partly by 
the caprice of 6000 Swifs, who refufed to j'ok' 
his army, thougli within a day's march of it; he 
was reduced td the necelfity of attempting d 
retreat into France through the Vdley o^ Aorft. 
Juft as he arrived on the baiikrf of tKe ^fM; 
and began to pafsthat river, BoiJrbqn ^nd PeA 
cara appeared with the vaftguatd'df flie allies; 
and attacked his rear with great fury; At the 
beginning of the charge, Bbnnivit, while exert- 
ing himfelf with liiuch valour,* waS v^ounded 
To dangeroully as obliged hini tci qtfit the field ; 
and the condudb of the rear was corhmitted t6 
the chevalier Bayard, who, though fo much i 
ftranger to the arts of a court that he never rofe 
to the chief command, was always called, m 

times 



EMPEROR Charles v. i^t 

times of real danger, to the pofts of greateft Book Illi 
difficulty and importance. He put himfelf ac ^"TcalT' 
the head of the men at ai'ms, and animating- 
them by his prefcncc and example to fuftain 
the whole fliock of the enemy's troops, he 
gained time for the reft of his countrymen to 
make good their retreat. But in this fcrvice Death of tht 
he received a wound which he imnncdiatcly per- Bayard, and 
ceived to be mortat, and being unable to con- F«nch 
tmue any longer on horfeback, he ordered one "°*^* 
of his attendants to place him under a trecj with 
his face towards the enemy; then fixing his 
eyes on the guard of his fword, which he helcj 
up inftead of a crofs, he addreflcd his prayers 
to God, and in this pofture, which became his 
charafter both as a foldier and as a Chriftian, 
he calmly waited the approach of death. Bour<» 
bon^, who led the foremoft of the enemy's 
troops, found him in this fituatibn^ and ex-* 
prefled regret and pity at the fight. •• Pity not 
me,** cried the high-fpirited chevalier, " I die 
** as a man of honour ought, in the difcharge 
** of my duty : They indeed are objefts of 
*' pity, who fight againft their King, theif 
*' country, and their oath." The marquis de 
Pefcara, paffing foon after, mani&ftcd his admi- 
ration of 6ayard*s virtues, as well as his forrow 
for his fate, with the generpfity of a gallant 
etieniy ; and finding tha« he could- not be re» 
U 2 moved 
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moved with fafcty from that fpot, ordered a 
,-24. tent to be pitched there, and appointed proper 
perfons to attend him. He died, notwith-* 
(landing their care, as his ancellors for feveral 
generations had done, in the field of battle. 
Pefcara ordered his body to be embalmea, and 
fent to his relations ; and fuch was the refped: 
paid to military merit in that age, that the 
duke of Savoy commanded it to be received 
with royal honours in all the cities of his domi- 
nions; in Dauphinc, Bayard's native country, 
the people of all ranks came out in a folemn 
proceffion to meet it "• 

BoNNivET led back the fhattered remains of 
his army into France ; and in one Ihort cam- 
paign, Francis was ftripped of all he had pof- 
feiTed in Italy, and left without one ally in that 
country. 

progfcftof While the war kindled by the emulation of 
mlZn'in Charles and Francis, fpread over fo many coun- 
cermany, ^^.j^^ ^£ Europe, Germany enjoyed a profound 
tranquillity, extremely favourable to the refor- 
mation, which continued to make progrefs 
daily. During Luther's confinement in his 
retreat at Wartburg, Carloftadius, one of his 

" Bellcfor. Epitr. p. 7^. Mem. deBellay, 75. Ocuv. 
de Brant, torn. vi. io8» &c, Pafquier Recherches» p 526* 

difciples^ 
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•difciplcs, animated with the fame zeal, but pof- Book m, 
fei&d of lefs prudence and moderation than his ,^24. 
maiter, began to propagate wild and dangerous 
opinions, chiefly among the lower people. En* 
couraged by his exhortations, they rofe in fe- 
veral villages of Saxony, broke into the churches 
with tumultuary violence, and threw down and 
deftroyed the images with which they were 
adorned. Thefe irregular and outrageous pro- 
ceedings were fo repugnant to all the Eleftor*s 
cautious maxims, that, if they had not received 
a timely check, they could hardly have failed 
of alienating from the reformers a prince, no 
lefs jealous of his own authority, than afraid 
of giving offence to the Emperor, and other 
.patrons of the ancient opinions. Luther, fen- 
fible of the danger, immediately quitted his 
retreat, without waiting for Frederick's per- 
mifllon, and returned to Wittemberg. Happily March s, 
for the reformation, the veneration for his '^•** . 
perfon and authority were dill fo great, that his 
. appearance alone fuppreiled that fpirit of extra- 
vagance which began to feize his party. Car* 
loftadius and his fanatical followers, (truck dumb 
by his rebukes, declared that they heard the 
. Toice of an angel, not of a man '. 

» SIeid.Hift. 51. Seckend,i95. 
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Before Lufher Jeftliis retreat, he had begun 
HH^ ^^ trariflate the 'Bible into^the German /tongue^ 
^raiflates ^^ Undertaking of no lefs difBculty than im- 
OjeBiWc, portance, of which he was extremely fond, and 
for which Jie was well qualified : He had a 
competent knowledge in the original languages; 
'« thbrough acquaintance with the'ftyle ahd fenti- 
mcnts of the infpired writers; and thovgh his 
'compofitions in Ijatin were Fude and barbarous, 
be was reckoned ^ great mafter of the purity 
of his niother tongue,'and could exprefe himfdf 
with all the elegance of ^ which it 4s capable. 
By his ownaiGduous application, toother -with 
the affiftance of Melanfthon and ^feveral other df 
his difciples, he finiftied part of thc'NewTefta- 
jnent in the year 15^2; ^and the publication of 
it proved more fatal to the church of Rome, 
than that of all 'his own works. It was read 
with wonderful avidity and atientfcn by perfons 
of every rank. They were aftoniftxed at <iif- 
cohering how contrary the precepts of- the 
Author of our religion are, tatheinventions df 
thofe priefts who pretended to be his vic^- 
rents 5 and having now in their hand the nile 
of faith, they thought themfelves-qualificd, by 
applying it, to' judge of the eftabUQied opinions, 
and to pronounce when they were conformable 
to the ftandard, or when they departed from it, 
:z. The 
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-The great advantages arifing from Luther's 3ook ii|. 
trapflation of the Bible, encouraged the advo- j.^,- 
cates for reformation, in the other countries of 
Europe, to iniitate his example, and to publifli 
verfions of the Scriptures in their fefpedive 
languages* 

About this time, Nuremberg, Francfort, several 
Hamburgh, and feveral other cities in Germany J^^*the^ 
of the firft rank, openly embraced the reformed jj^^'jjjf ^^ 
religion, and by the authority of their magi- «!»««*>• 
ftrates abolifhed the mafs, and the other fuper- 
ftitious rites of Popery ^ The eleftor of 
Brandenburgh, the Dukes of Brunfwick and 
Lunenburgh, and Prince of Anhalt, became 
avowed patrons of Luther's opinions, and coun- 
tenanced the preaching of them among their 
fubjefts. 

The court of Rome beheld this growing de- Meafuret 
fe&ion with great concern j and Adrian's firft b^ A7riaii 
care after his arrival in Italy, had been to de- cLdJVh? 
liberate with the Cardinals, concerning the ^^r^^^,^ 
proper means of putting a ftop to it. This o**^""* 
Pope was profoundly Ikilled in fcholaftick theo- 
logy» and having been early taken notice of on 
that account, he (till retained fuch an excefHve 
admiration of the fcience to which he owed his 

7 Seck^ad,^z4K Chytrxi Cpntin. KrantziU 203. 
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repxitation and fuccefs in life, that he confidered 
15^. ^ Luther's invcftives againft the fchoolmen, par- 
ticularly Thomas Aquinas, as little lefs than 
blafphemy. All the tenets of that dodor ap* 
peared to him fo clear and irrefragable, that he 
fuppofed every perfon who called in queftion 
or contradi^ed them, to be either blinded by 
ignorance, or to be ading in oppofition to the 
convidion of his own mind: Of courfe, .no 
Pope was ever more bigottcd or inflexible with 
regard to points of doftrine than Adrian ; he 
pot Only maintained them as Leo had done, 
becaufe they were ancient, or becaufe it was 
dangerous for the church to allow of innova- 
tions, but he adhered to them with the zeal of 
. ^ theologian, ^d with the tenacioufnefs of a 
4ifputant. At the fame time his own manners 
being extremely fimple, and uninfcdted with 
any of the vices which reigned in the court of 
K,ome, he was a? fenfible of its corruptions as 
the reformers themfelves, and viewed them with 
no lefs indigpation* The brief which he ad- 
drefled tp the die{: of the Empire aflembled at 
KoftnW, Nuremberg, and the inftrudions he gave Che-> 
»3»*» regato, the nvmcio whom he fent hither, were 
framed agreeably to thefe views. On the one 
hand, he condemned Luther's opinions wi^ 
more afperity and rancour of exprefiion than 
Jlico had ever ufcd -, he fever^ly cenfured the 

Princ?s 
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Princes of Germany for fufFering him to fprcad Book ul 
his pernicious tenets, by their neglefting to ^^TTzIT^ 
execute the edift of the diet at Worms, and 
required them, if Luther did not inftantly re- 
traft his errors, to deftroy him with fire as a 
gangrened and' incurable member, in like man- 
ner as Dachan and Abiram had been cut off by 
Mofes, Ananias and Sapphira by the apoitles, 
^nd John Hufs and Jerome of Prague by their 
anceitors '. On the other hand, he, with great 
candour, and in the moft explicit terms, ac- 
knowledged the corruptions of the Roman court 
to be the fource from which had flowed moft of 
the evils the church now felt or dreaded ; he 
promifed to exert all his authority towards xe* 
forming thefe abufes, with as much difpatch 
as the nature and inveteracy of the diforders 
would admit ; and he requefted of them to give 
him their advice with regard to the moft effec- 
tual means of fupprelEng that new herefy which 
had fprung up among them \ 

The members of the Diet, after praifing the Diet of Mu- 
Pope*s pious and laudable intentions, excufed 'J^^^^ 
themfelves for hot executing the edict of Worms, ^*^*} ^ 
by alleging that the prodigious increafe of the proper ; 
JliUther's followers, as well as the ^yerfiqn to 

* Fafcic* ReA Expet* & Ftt{;icn4t 342; '^ 
^ Ibid, p. 345, 
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the <:ourt <xf Rome ^mono; their otljer fubjefts 
1C24:, 9" account of its inpumerabile cx^ftipp^, ren- 
dered fuch^n attempt .not only dangerous, but 
impbflible. They affirnied that thc/grievancfs 
of Germ^ny^ which did not arife/rprp ijnaginaiy 
injuriesv but from imppfitions nolefs real than 
Intolerable, as his,Holine{s would learn from a 
catalogue of thcni .which they inten^ied to lay 
before liim, called now for ^ome new and, effica- 
cious remedy 5: and in their opinion, the only 
remedy .adequate to the difeafe, pr iwhich afforded 
them any topes of feeing tlie church reftored to 
foundnefs and vip^otar, was ^a Qeneral Council. 
Such a council, therefore, they advifed him, 
after obtaining the Emperor's confent, to ajQTem- 
,blc without delay, in one of the great cities of 
Germany, that all who had right to be prcfent 
might deliberate .with frp^dom, and prppofe 
their opinions with fiich . boldnefs, as the dan* 
,gerous fitgation of religipn at this jun&ure 
required ^ 

Artiiicaof Thi nuncip, more.artful than ^is mailer,, and 
tDcindcli! better acquainted with the political views aad 
intercfts of the Ronrian court, was Hartlcd at 
the propgfition of a council ; a^d eafily forefaw 
how 'dangerous fuch an aflembly miglit .proye 
at a time when many openly denied the papal 

^ Fafcic.r&er« Bxpet. & FngMad^ p. 346. 

. authority. 



Audiority, and ithf iWrercnce and fubmiflSftn -^P^'^.^V- 
yielded tp it vifihly declined anioqg aUi Fpr —i ^24,' 
that r^fpn he i^ipplpyicd his^utmqft addrefs., in 
order .tOjprevail on the .members of the.Di^t ^o 
proceed themfelves with greater iieverit;y ,^^in/t 
the :Luthcran hercfy, and to rcUnquifti c their 
jprqpofal concerning a jgener^l coiincil tp be 
held iaGctmany. , Thcy» pcxQciving the nuncio 
to be. more XolicitQUs about the iqtercfts of the 
Roman .court, thai(i the tranquillity of the En)- 
pire, or .purity .of the .chutch, remained in* 
flexibly, »»d,coatinued.to pr^parctbo catalogue 
of theirgricyanpes to beprefcqted.to.tJic.Fope^ 
TJhe .quijQip,^.that,he rmjght^not.be the bearer 
fi£ <ajremonftrance foidifagrce^lp. to iiis court, 
Jefc Nurombeig ^bn^ptly, without taking kave 
.x)f'i6kevJJiet^ 

:TEm«' ieciilar [Puinocs iitccordiflgly, for dje The Diet 
ecclefufitdcs, jabfa^ugh ihey ^ve m pppofitiop, of aThun. 
did not think it decent to join with them, drew J"ets to*th« 
::up nthc.iift (& iajwtas m d^riG|^«ian aooals) ^""^ 
.iofjannlraraiaed.,gricvjmfi!^> whipbf^fee E 
.iniputcdfto:tbo miqwiimis dpmiwflnrQf; the -p^^l • 
iee. .This Hftccoittaioed^grievaiH^s nauch of 
'.idle Home: Jiatureiwtb tbftt -prepwed under tte 
-ireigri of^i^^imiUao.. ]Ittw«uld bcvjedious p 
s^oaobijpf itfcflm; ^cy ^OBipljiiped pf 
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SooK lit manners, or infatiable ambition and fapaciou^ 
^^:l. '' ricfs of the papal court. 

Adrian*! * A't Rbhie, Adrian's cond^ft was^ cotifideiied 
ttHfu^'red at asf- ippoof o^ t4ic moff childttlif fimpRcity artf 
*^°*** imprudence. Men trained up amidft the arti- 
fices and corruptions of the papal court, and 
atcuflomcd to- judge of aftions not by what 
\^as juft, but by what was ttfeful, wet^ afffo^ 
nifhcd at a Poatiffi who, departing- from the 
Wife itta^imsf of his prcdectflbrs^ ackhowfedgcd? 
diforders which He- ought to- hart ctmceafed ; 
and forgetting his own* dignity, afted- advice of 
thofe, to whom* he wais entitled to prefcribe. By 
luch an exccfsof impolirick fincerity, they ^erc 
afraid that, ihftead of reckiming, he would 
rendei* the enemies of the church more pre^ 
fiimptuous, rfnd inftead of cxtinguifhing henefy. 
Would weaken the fotrncfations 6f the papaf 
powei*, or ftop the chief fotn^ces from whrcfit 
wealth flowed into the chxn-ch K For thiis rcafoir 
they induftrioufly oppofed ali his fcheme* of 
Information, and by throwing objeftion^ and 
difficufties in his way, endeavoured to' retard 6f 
tfo defeat the execution of rficm. Admny ama- 
zed on the one hand, at the obftinacy of ih& 
Luther^rts, difgiifted on the other^ v*ith the 
manners' and maxims of the Italiansy and finding 

8 F. Paul, Hift. of Counc. p. 29. Pallavic. Hift. 58. 

himfelf 
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himfelf unable to correft either the one or the 
other, o^tdn lamented his own fituation, and ,^,^ 
often Ibdkcd back with pleafurc on that period 
of hi5( life when hfe w^as* only dean of Louvain, ^ 
a more humble but happier ftation, in which 
little was cjrpedled ffohi him, and thefe Was* no- 
thing to friiftrate his good intentions \ 

CleMIjtt VIL his fucceffor, excelled Adrian* ciement't 
as miiCh in the arts of government, as he was "aulftLu-* 
inftribi* tO him in purity of life, or uprighthefs iSHi^d'af 
of* intention. He was animatec^ riot only with •g*""*^ 
the aVerfioh which all Popes naturally bear to 
a cOvAicil, but having gained his own eledtion 
by merfnS very uncanonical, he was afraid of an 
aflembly that might fubjcQ: it to a fcrutiny 
which It could not (land. He determined, 
tliercfore, by every poffible means to elude the 
derfiahds of the Germans, both with refpeft to 
Che calling of a council, and reforming abufes 
in the papal court, which the raftinefs and in- 
capacity* of his predeceflbr had brought upon 
hini. For this purpofe, he made choice of car- 
dinal Canipeggio, an artful man, often entrufted 
by the Fopes with negotiations of importance, 
as his nuncio to the diet of the Empire affcni- ' " 

bled again at Nuremberg. 

' ^ Jovii Viu Adr. p. 1 1 8% 

Campeggio, 
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Campeggio, without caking any notice of 

what had paflfed in the laft meeting, exhorted 

rrilruwy. the diet in a long difcourfe, to execute the edift 

The negoci- ... 

attontorhis of Wofms with.vigouF, as the only efFe<5tual 
fc'^^^diet means of fuppreffiqg Luther's dodtrines* The 
«Narein- ^.^^^ in rctum, defircd to know the Pppc's in- 
tentions concerning the council, and the redrcfe 
of the hundred grievances. The former, the 
nuncio endeavoured to elude by general and 
unmeaning declarations of the Pope's refolution 
to.purfue fuch meafures a^ would be for the 
greateft good of the church. With regard to 
the latter, as the catalogue of grievances did 
not reach Rome till after Adrian's death, and 
of confequence had not been regulariy laid 
before the prefent Pope, Campeggio took ad- 
vantage of this circumftance to decline making 
any definitive anfwer to therti in Clement's 
uame ; though, at the fame time, he obferved 
that their catalogue of grievances contained 
many particulars extremely indecent and un- 
duiiful, and that the publifliipgjt by their o>yn 
authority was highly difrefpedtful to the Roman 
fee. In the end, he renewed his demand of 
their proceeding with vigour againft Luther 
•iteiidcd ^"^ ^^^ adherents. But though an ambafladof 
Witt link frotn the Emperor, who was at tHat time very 
folicitous to gain the PopC;^ warmly fecondcd 
the nuncio, with many profeffions of his matter's 

zeal 
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zeal for the honour' and dignity of the papal Book IIL 
lee, the retefs of the Diet was conceived in terms 1^24. ' 
of almoft the fame import with the former, ^p"* "'• 
without enjoining any additional feverity againft 
Luther and his party *. 

Before he left Germany, Campeggio, in 
order to amufe and foothe the people, publifhed 
certain articles for the amendment of fome dif- 
orders and abufes which prevailed among the 
inferior clergy ; but this partial reformation, 
which fell fo far fhort of the expeftations of the 
Lutherans, and of the demands of the Diet, 
gave no fatisfaftion, and produced little effeft. 
The nuncio, with a cautious hand,, tenderly 
lopped a few branches ; the Germans aimed a 
deeper blow, and by ftriking at the root wifhed 
to exterminate the evil \ 

I Weekend* 286. Skid. Hift* 6^* ^ Seckend. 292. 
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B O O K I V. 

THE'cxpulfion of the French, both out of Book iv. 
the Milanefc, and therepublick of Genoa, ^"TcalT' 
was confidered by the Italians as the conclufion ^'*'^; i. 

/• 1 ^11 J T^ . , the Italian 

of the war between Charles and Francis •, and as ftafw with 
they began immediately to be apprehenfive of chariet and 
the Emperor, when they faw no power remain- ^'""•* 
ing in Italy capable cither to controul or oppofe 
him, they longed ardently for the re-eftablifli- 
ment of peace. Having procured the reftora- 
tion of Sforza to his paternal dominions, which 
had been their chief motive for entering into 
confederacy with Charles, they plainly difcovered 
X Z their 
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Book IV. thcir intention to contribute no longer towards 
1524. increafing the Emperor's fuperiority over his 
rival, which was already the objeft of their jea- 
loufy. The Pope efpecially, whofe natural 
timidity increafed his fulpicions of Charleses de- 
(igns, endeavoured by his remonftranccs to in- 
fpire him with moderation, and incline him to 
jpeace. 
•♦ • 
foilMVoi'nl ^""^ ^^^ Emperor, intoxicated with fuccefs, 
▼adcFrtbce. g^d Urged on by hisf own ambition, no lefs than 
by Bourboh*s defire of revenge, contemned Cle- 
ment's admonitions, and declared his refolution 
of ordering his army to pafs the Alps, and to 
invade Provence, a part of his rival's dominions, 
where, as he leafl: dreaded an attack, he was lead 
prepared to refift it. His moft experienced 
minifters difluaded him from undertaking fuch 
in ehterprize with a feeble army, and an ex- 
haufted treafury : But he relied fp much on 
having obtained the concurrence of the King of 
England, and on the hopes which Bourbon, 
with' the confidence and credulity natural to 
exiles, entertained of being joined by a nume- 
rous body of his partifans as foon as the Impe- 
rial troops Ihould enter France, that he perfifted 
obftinately in the meafure. Henry undertook 
to furnifli an hundred thoufand ducats towards 
defraying the expence of the expedition during 

the 
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the firft month, and had it in his choice either J^^J^. 
to continue the payment of that fum monthly, ,^24, 
or to invade Picardy before the end of July with 
a powerful army. The Emperor engaged to 
attack Guienne at the fame time with a con-? 
fiderable body of men ; and if thefe enterprizcs 
proved fuccefsful, they agreed, that Bourbon, 
befides the territories which he had loft, fhould 
be put in poffeffion of Provence, with the title 
of King, and (hould do homage to Henry as 
the lawful king of France, for his new domi- 
nions. Of all the parts of this extenfive but 
extravagant projeft, the invafion of Provence 
was the only one which was executed. For al- 
though Bourbon, with a fcrupulous delicacy, 
altogether unexpefted after the part which he 
had aded, pofitively refufed to acknowledge 
Henry's title to the crown of France, and thereby 
abfolved him from any obligation to promote 
the enterprize, Charles's eagernefs to carry his 
own plan into execution did not in any degree 
abat^. The army he employed for that purpofe 
amounted only to eighteen thoufand men ; the 
fuprem^ command of which was given to the 
Marquis de Pefcara, with inftruftions to pay the 
greateft deference to Bourbon's advice in all his 
operations. Pefcara paflcd the Alps without JJ'*^'^^"^ 
pppofition, and entering Provence, laid fiege to Provence, 
^arfeilles. Bourbon had advifed him rather to 

5£ 3 * * \ m^rch 
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Book IV. march towards Lyons, ia the neighbourhood of 
'"TTCr' which city his territories were fituated, and wher<i 
of courfe nis influence was nnfoft extenfive : But 
the Emperor was fo defirous to get pofleflion of 
a port, which would, at all times, fccure. hina 
eafy accefs into France, that by his authority he 
over-ruled the Conftable's opinion, and direded 
Pefcara to make the reduftion of Marfeilles his 
chief objedl *. 

Prudent Francis, who forcfaw, but was unable to 

rr^nch? ""^ prevent this attempt, took the moft proper pre- 
cautions to defeat it. He laid wafte the adja- 
cent country, in order to render it more difficult 
for the enemy to fubfift th^ir army 5 he razed 
the fuburbs of the city, ftrengthened its fortifica- 
tions, ^nd threw into it a numerous garrifon 
under the command of brave and experienced 
officers. To thefe,^ nine thoufand of the citi- 
zens, whom their dread of the Spanifh yoke in- 
fpired with contempt of danger, joined them- 
felves ; by their united courage and induftry, 
all the efforts of Pefcara's military Ikill, and of 
Bourbon's adivity and revenge, were rendered 
abortive. Francis, meanwhile, had leifure to 
aflemble a powerful army under the walls of 
Avignon, and no fooner began to advance. to- 
wards Marfeilles, than the Imperial troops, ex- 
haufted by the fatigues of a fiege which had 

» Guic. 1. XV. 273, &c. Mem. de Bellay, p. 80. 

lafted 
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lafted forty daysi weakened by difeafes, and ail- Book V!. 
moft deftitute of provifions, retired with prcci- 1^24^ 
pitation towards Italy \ impenduii 

* ' forced to 

retreat, n 

If, during thcfe operations of the army in ^^^^ ^'* 
Provence, cither Charles or Henry hjid attacked 
France in the manner which they had projedtcd, 
that kingdom muft have been expofed to the 
mod imminent danger. But on this, as well as 
on many other occ^Gons, the Emperor found 
that the extent of his revenues was not adequate 
to the greatnefs of his power, or the ardour of 
his ambition, and the want of money obliged 
him, though with much reluftance, to circum- ( 

fcribe his plan, and to leave part of it unexe- 
cuted. Henry, difgufted at Bourbon's rcfbfing 
to recognize his right to the crown of Frances 
alarmed at the motions of the Scots, whom the 
folicitations of the French King had perfuaded 
to march towards the borders of England ; and 
no longer incited by his minifter, who was be- 
come extremely cool with regard to all the Em- 
peror's intcrefts, took no mcafufes to fupport an 
enterprize, of which, as of all new undertakings, 
he had been at firft exceffively fand^ 

If the King of France had been fatisBed with Fradciseiat. 
having delivered his fubjefts from this formi- fuc^ft. 

* Guic. 1. XV. 277. Ulloa Viu dell. Carlo V. p. 93. 
« Fiddea's Life of Wolfcy. Append. N^*. 70, 71, 72. 
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dahle invafion, if he had thought it enougn to 
fhcw all Europe the facility with which the in- 
ternal ftrength of his dominions enabled him to 
refift the impreffion of a foreign enemy, even 
when feconded by the abilities and powerful ef- 
forts of a rebellious fubjeft, the campaign, not- 
withftanding the lofs of the Milanefe, would have 
. been far from ending inglorioufly. But Francis, 
animated with courage more becoming a foldier 
than a general; pufhed on. by ambition, enter- 
prizing rather than conQderate ; and too apt to 
. be elated withfuccefs ; was fond of every under- 
taking that feemed bold and adventurous. Such 
an undertakings thefituation of his affairs, at 

Refoivcs to that jundture, naturally prefented to his view. 

MUane/e. Hc had undcr his command one of the moft 
powerful and beft appointed armies France had 
ever brought into the field, which he could not 
think of difbanding without having employed 
i% in any fervice. The Imperial troops had been 
obliged to retire almoft ruined by hard duty, 
and diflieartened with ill fuccefs ; the Milanefe 
had been left altogether without defence ; it w^s 
not impoffible to reach that country before Pef- 
cara,with his Chattered forces, could arrive there; 
or if fear (hould add fpeed to their retreat, they 
were in no condition to make head againft his 
frelh and numerous troops ; and Milan would 
now, as in former inftances, fubmit without re- 

fiftancQ 
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fiftance to a bold invader. ^ Thcfe confidera- 
Uons, which were not deftitute of plaufibility, 
appeared to his fanguine temper to be of the 
utmoft weight. In vain did his wifeft minifters 
and generals reprefent to him the danger of 
taking the fidd at a feafon fo far advanced, with 
an arm^ compofed chiefly of Swifs and Germans, 
to whofe caprices he would be fubjedl in all his 
operations, and on whofe fidelity his fafety muft 
abfolutely depend. In vain did Louife of Savoy 
advance by hafty journies towards Provence, 
that fhe might exert all her authority in diffuad- 
ing her fon from fuch a rafli enterprize. Francis 
difregarded the remonftrances of his ^fubjeSs ; and 
that he might favehimfelf the pain of an interview 
with his mother, whofe counfcls he had deter* 
mined to rejeft, he began his march before her 
arrival ; appointing her, however, by way of atone- Appoint. 
ment for that negled, to be regent of the kingr ^jg^"'^^^', 
dom during his abfence. Bonniyet, by his per- jrjj^^" ***- 
fuafions, contributed not a little to confirm 
Francis in this refolution. That favourite, who 
ftrongly refembled his mafter in all the defcdivc 
parts of his charadler, was led, by his natural im- 
petuofity, warmly to approve of fuch an enter- 
prize; and being prompted befides by his im- 
patience to revifit a Milancfc lady, of whom he 
had been deeply enamoured during his late expe- 
dition, he fs faicj, by his flattering defcriptiops of 

her 
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Book IV. her beauty and accompliflimcnts, to have infpired 
1524, Francis, who was extremely fufceptible of fuch 
pajflions, with an equal defire of feeing her^ 

Operations Xhe FrcncH pajQfed the Alps at Mount Cenisj 
. laacie. and as th«ir fuccefs depended on difpatch, they 
advanced with the greateft diligence. Pcfcara, 
. who had been obliged to take a longer and more 
difficult route by Monaco and Final, was foon 
informed of their intentioii -, and beiqg fcnfiblc 
that nothing but the prefenceof his troops -could 
fave the Milanefe, marched with fuch rapidity, 
that he reached Alva on the fame day that the 
French army arrived at Varcelli. Francis, in* 
ftruded by Bonni vet's error in the former cam- 
paign, advanced direftly towards Milan, where 
the unexpefted approach of an enemy fo power- 
fu\y occafioned fuch confternation and ciifordcr, 
that although Pefcara entered the city with fomc 
of his bcft troops, he found that the defence rf 
it could not be undertaken with any probability 
' of lucccfs ; and having thrown a garrifon into 
the citadel, retired 1th rough one gate, while the 
French were admitted at another*. 

Embarnf. These bfiflc mot'ions of the French monarch 
PS'f difconcerted all the fchcmes of defence which 

<* Ocuv, de Brant, torn, vi, 253« 

« Mem, de Bellay, p. 81. Guic. !• x^. 278. 

the 
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the Imperialifts had formed. Never, indeed, 
did generals attempt to oppofe a formidable in- 
valion under fuch circumftances of difadvantagc. 
Though Charles pofTefied doipinions mote ex- 
tcnfivc than any other Prince in Europe, and 
had, at this time, no other army but that which 
was employed in Lombard'y, which -did not 
amount to fixteenthoufand men, his prerogative 
in all his different dates was fo limited, and his; 
fqbje6ks, without whofe confewt he could raife no 
taXQS, discovered fuch unwillingnefs to burden 
themfclvcs with nfew or extraordinary impofitions, 
that even this fmall body of troops was in want 
of pay, of ammunition, of provifions, and of 
clothing. In fuch a fituation, it required all 
the wifdom.of Lannoy, the intrepidity of Pef- 
cara, and the implacable refentmcnt. of Bourbon, 
to ,preferve them from finking under defpair, 
and to infpire them with refolution to attempt, 
or fagacity to difcover, what was eilemial to 
their fafety. To the eflforts of their genius, and 
the activity of their zeal, the Emperor was more 
•indebted for the prefervation of his Italian do- 
minions than to his own power. Lannoy, by 
mortgaging the revenues of Naples, procured 
foinc money, which was immediately applied to- 
wards providing the army with whatever was 
moft neceflary ^ Pefcara, beloved and almoft 

' Guic. 1. XV. 280. 

3 ' adored 
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adored by the Spanifli troops, exhorted them to 
'TTzIT ^^w the world, by their engaging to ferve the 
Emperor, in that dangerous exigency, without 
making any immediate demand of pay, that they 
were animated with fentiments of honour very 
different from thofe of mercenary foldicrs ; td 
which propofition, that gallant body of men, 
with an unexampled generofity, gave their con* 
fent*. Bourbon having raifed a confiderable 
fum, by pawning his jewels, fet out for Germany, 
where his influence was great, that by his pr^ 
fence he might haften the levying of troops fop 
the Imperial fervice \ 

Franciibe- Francis, by a fatal error, allowed the Em- 
'5" *^'*v peror*s generals time to derive advantage from 
all thefc operations. Inftead of purfuing the 
enemy, who retired to Lodi on the Adda, aa 
untenable poft, which Pefcara had refolved to 
abandon on his approach, he, in compliance 
with the opinion of Bonnevet, though contrary 
to that of his other generals, laid fiege to Pavia 
oaober as. On the Tefino ; a town, indeed, of great import- 
ance, the poffeffion of which would have opened 
to him all the fertile country lying on the banks 
of that river. But the fortifications of the place 

K Jovii Vir. Davali, lib. v. p. 386. Sandov. vo\ i. 6ai: 
Ulloa Vita dell Carlo V. p. 94. &c. Vida dell Einp«r. 
Carlos V. per Vera y Zuniga, p, 3j6« 

^ ^em. de Bellay, p. 83. 

were 
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were ftrong-, it was dangerous to undertake a Book I v. 
difficult fiegc, at fo late a feafonj ^nd the Im- ,^^- 
perial generals, fenfible of its confequence, had 
thrown into the town a garrifon compofed of fix 
thoufand veterans, under the command of An- 
tonio de Leyva, an oflScer pY high rank -y of 
great experience ; of a patient, but enterprizing > 
courage ; fertile in refources ; ambitious of dif- 
tinguifhing himfelf 5 and capable, for that re^- 
fon, as well as from his having been long ac- 
cuftomed both to obey and to command, of fuf- 
fering or pefforming any thing in order to pro- 
cure fuccefs.. 

Francis profecuted the fiege with obftinacy hIiv:^- 
equal to the raflinefs with which he had* under- 
taken it. During three months, every thing 
known to the engineers of that age, or that 
cbuld be effeclcd by the valour of his troops, 
ivas attempted in order to reduce the place; 
while Lannoy and Pefcara, unable to obftrudt 
his operations, were obliged to remain in fuchi 
an ignominious ftate of inaftion, that a Pafqui- 
nade was publiftied at Rome, offering > reward 
to any perfon who could find the Imperial army^ 
loft in the month of 06lober in the mountains 
between France and Lombardy, and which had 
(lOt been heard of fince that time \ 

* Sandov* i, 60S, 

Leyva, 
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Leyva, will acquainted with the difficulties 
under, which his countrymen laboured, and the 
The town impoffibiUty of their facing, in the field, fuch 
defended, a powcrful army as formed the fiege of Pavia, 
placed his only hopes of fafcty in his own vigilance 
and valour. The efforts of both were extraor- 
dinary, and in proportion to the importance of 
the place, with the defence of which he was en- 
trufted. He interrupted the approaches of the 
French by frequent and furious fallics. Behind 
the breaches made by their artillery, he ereftcd 
new, works, which appeared to be fcarcely in- 
ferior in ftrength to the original fortifications. 
He repulfed the befiegers in all their aflauks ; 
and by his own example, brought not only the 
garrifon, but the inhabitants, to bear the moll 
intolerable fatigues, and to encounter the greatcft 
dangers^ without murmuring. The rigour of 
the feafon confpired with his endeavours in re- 
tarding the progrefs of the French. Francis 
attempting to become mafter of the town, by 
diverting the courfe of the Tefino, which is its 
defence on one fide, a fudden inundation of the 
river deftroyed, in one day, the labour of many 
weeks, and fwept away all the mounds which 
his army had raifed with infinite toil, as well as 
^t greafexpence ^. 

^ Gujc. I.-kv. ?8q. Ulloa Vita di Carlo V. p. 9^ 
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NoTwiTHSTANDiMo thc flow progrcfs of the Book IV, 
bcfiegers, and the glory which Leyva acquired ^"TT^ 
by his gallant defence, it was not doubted but The "Pot^ 
fhat the town would at laft be obliged to fur- t^S"^/' 
render. The^Pope, who already confidered the "'"**"''• 
French arms as fuperior in Italy, became im- 
patient to difengage hi<nfelf from his connec- 
tions with the Emperor, of whofe defigns he 
was extremely jealous, and to enter into terms 
of friendlhip with Francis. As Clement's timid 
and cautious temper rendered him incapable of 
following the bold plan which Leo had formed, 
of deliArering Italy from the yoke of both the 
rivals, he returned to the more obvious and 
pradicable fcheme of employing the power of 
the one to balance and to reftrain that of the 
other. For this reafon, he did not diflcmble his 
fatisfaftion at feeing the French King recover 
Milan, as he hoped that the dread of fuch a 
neighbour would be fome check upon the Em- 
peror's ambition, which no power in Italy was 
now able to controul. He laboured hard to 
bring about a peace that would fecure Francis 
in pofleflionof his newconquefts j and as Charles, 
who was always inflexible in the profecution of 
his fchemes, rejefted the propofition with difdain, 
and with bitter exclamations againft the Pope! 
by whofe perfuafions, while Cardinal de Me* 
dici, he had been induced to invade the Mila- 
wefe, Clement immediately concluded a treaty 

Of 
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tooK \L of neutrality with the King of France, in which 

^""'^^^'^ the republick of Florence was included ^ 
1524. ^ 

ft2%cu Francis havings by this trartfadion, deprived 

vllkL the Enoperor of bis two moft powerful allies, 
and a£ the fame time having fecured a palTage 
for his own troops through their territories, 
formed a fcheme of atiaclcing the kingdom of 
Naples, hoping cither, to oyer -run that country, 
which was left altogether without defence, or 
that at lead fuch an unexpected invafion would 
^ ot)lige the viceroy to recal part o£ the Imperial 
army out of the:jVlilanefc. For this purpofe he 
ordered &x .thoufaod men to march under the 
command of John Stuart duke of Albany, But 
Pefcara-forefeeing that the efFeft of thisdivcrfion 
would -depend entirely upon the operations of 
the anniesin.the Milanefe, perfuaded Lannoy to 
diftegard. Albany's motions.", and to bend his 
whole force.-againft the King himfelf; fo that 
Francis not only weakened his army very urjfea- 
fonably by this great detachment, but incvrred 
the reproach of engaging too ralhly in chirnericd 
and "extravagant projeftsr 

Efforts of ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ the garrifon of Pavia was re- 

B^u bo *"** diiced to extremity ; their ammunition and pro- 

vifions /began to ; fail; the Germans, of whom 

' Guic, L XV. zSz, 285. • Guic«l. xv. 285. 

it 
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it was chiefly compofcd, having rttclved no ^^^ I^- 
^ay fdr fcvcn months", threatened tb delivdr jji^ 
tile town into the enemy^s hands, drid coUld 
hardly be reftrained from mutiny by all Ley va*a 
addrefs ind authority^ The Iihperial gtoeraU^ 
"ii^hb were no (hangers to his iituatioi), faw the 
neccffity of marching withoiit 166 of time to' 
his relief. This they had now in their power : 
Twelve thoufarid Germans, whorti the ical and 
aftivity of Bourbon taught to move with un^ 
tifual rapidity, had entered Lombardy under 
his command, and rendered the Imperial army 
nearly equal to that of the French, greatly 
dliminiftied by the abfence of the body Undtf 
Albany, as well as by the fatigues of the fiege, 
and the rigour of the feaibn. But the mofe 
their troops increafed in number, the more fefli* 
fibly did they feel the diftrefs arifmg from want 
of money. Far from having funds for paying ^ 
a powerful army, they had fcarccly what was . 
fufiicient for defraying the charges of condu£fc- 
ihg their artillery, and of carrying their ammu^ 
nition and proyifi^ns. The abilities of the gene- 
rals, however, fupplied every defeft. By itheif 
'^ own example, as well as by magoifiifent promifcs 
in name o£ the Emperor, they prevailed on the 
troops of all the different nations wnich com- 
pofed their army, to take the field withotfC 

* Goldi PoUt. Imperial. 8754 
Vol. IL Y pajr> 
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Book IV, pay-,' they cngage(f to lead them dircftljr towards. 

^"TY^'' the enemy ; and flattered tJien\with the cert^ia 
* profpcft of vidtory, which would at once enrich, 
them with fuch royal, fppiliS as woul4 be ^n. 
arnple^ reward fO.Mll their fervices. The fol- 
diers^ fenfible that, by quitting the army, they 
^ould forfeit the vaft arrears due to t|iem, and; 
eager to gipt poffeffio|i of the proinifed treafurcs,; 
Remanded, a jbattle with all the impa^ex^e pf 
adventurers w.ho^fjgb.t Qfx\y fox; ]^md^x\ 

Theymirch T.H^ Imperial gcncrals, without fufferin^ the 
Sc*F?c]I^ch. ardour of their troops to cool, advanced im-, 
February 3, frtediatcly to.waJrds thc French camp. On the 
firtl iqtel^igence of their apprpacl^Francis called 
a council of war, to. deliberate What, courfe he 
ought to taka. All his ofpcers of greateft cxj, 
periencevvpre 'unanimous in ^dyifing him ta 
retire, and to decline a battle, with an enemy 
who courted it frqm^* d^lpair. The leaders of 
tiie Imperialifts, they obferved, woul4 either 
be obliged ip a few weeks to dilband an.a^my,. 
which th^y. were u^p^ble tQ pay, .^and which they 
kept; together on^y by thp T^oj^, of pillage, qr ^ 
the foldiers enraged* at t;hc hon-perfprmance of 
the pronciifes to which they had^trufted, would 
rife ih fomc fdribiis miitiny which wpujd allow 

]t'ftisEiV/P<»t69^i Mfi< Ci^Llpiiia d{v i9KmTlaBr...Aii« 
tiquiu Ital. iiu p. 1 170, 11 79* 
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them to thifik of nothing but their own fafety ; Book IV, 
That, meanwhile, he might encamp in fomc 1^5, 
ftrong poll, and waiting in fafety the arrival 
of frefli troops from if ranee and Switzerland, 
blight, before the end of fpring, take pofleflioa 
of all the Milanefe, without danger, or biood- 
ihed. But in oppofition to them, Bonnivet, 
whofc dcftiny it was to give counfels fatal to 
France (during the whole c^inpaign, reprefcntcd 
the ignominy that it would rcflctSt on their fove* 
feign, if he ihould abandon a iiege which he 
had profecuted fo long, or turn bis back before 
an enemy to whom he was ftill fuperior in num* 
ber -, and infiiied on the necelEty of fighting 
the In3perialifts rather than relinqui/h an under* 
taking, on the* fucccfs of which the King^s 
future fame depended^ Unfortunately, Fran- 
cis's notions of honour were delicate ta an 
excefs that bordered on whae was romantick» 
Having often faid that he v^ould ukc Pavia, or 
^criHi in tlie attempt, he thought himfelf bound- 
hot to depart from that refolution ^ and rather 
than expofe himfelf to the flighteft imputation, 
he chofe to forego all the advantages which 
were the certain confequentes of a retreat, and 
determined to wait for the Imperialifts before 
the walls of Pavia^ 

p Guk. I. XV. 291. 
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The Imperial generals found the French b 
ftrongly entrenched, that notwithftanding the 
powerful motives which urged them on, they 
hefitatcd long before they ventured to attack 
them 5 but at laft the neceffitics of the beficgcd, 
and the murmurs of their own foldiers, obliged 
them to put every thing to hazard. Never did 
armies engage with greater ardour, or with an 
higher opinion of the importance of the battle 
which they were going to fight; never wcr(? 
troops more ftrongly animated with emulation^ 
national antipathy, mutual refentment, and all 
the paffions which inlpire obftinate bravery. 
On the one band, a gallant young Monarch, 
feconded by a generous nobility, and followed 
by fubjefts to whofe natural impetuofity, indig- 
nation at the oppofition which they had encoun* 
tercd, added new force, contended for viftory 
and honour. On the other fide, troops more 
completely difciplincd, and conduded by gene- 
rals of greater abilities, fought from neceffity, 
with courage heightened by defpair. The Irp- 
perialifts, however, were unable to refift thci 
firft efforts of the French valour, and their 
firmed battalions began to give way. But the 
fortune of the day was quickly changed. The 
Swifs in the fervice of France, unmindful oC 
the reputation of their country for fidelity ancf 

xnartial 
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martial glory, abandoned their poft in a cow- 
ardly manner. Lcyva, with his garrifon, fallied , j ^^ 
but and attacked the rear of the French, during 
the heat of the adlion, with fuch fury as threw 
it into ^onfuiion ; and Pefcara falling on their / 
cavalry, with the Imperial horfe, among whom 
he had prudently intermingled a co|nfiderable 
number of Spanilh foot, armed with the heavy 
mulkets then in ufe, broke this formidable 
body by an unufual method of attack, againfb 
which they were wholly unprovided. The roue the French 
became univerfal •, and rcfiftance ceiafed iii *^y^^^ 
almoft every part, but where the King was in 
pcrfon, who fought now, not for fame or viftory, 
but for fafety. Though wounded in feveral 
places, and, thrown from his horle, which was 
killed under him, Francis defended hinfifelf on 
foot with an heroick courage. Many of his 
braveft officers gathering round him, and cri- 
deavouring to fave his life at the expence of 
their own, fell at his feet. Among thefe was 
Bonniyet, the author of this great calamity, 
who alone died unlaniiented. The^ King ex* 
haufted with fatigue, and fcarcely capable of 
farther refiftance, was left almoft alone, expofed 
to the fury of fome Spanilh foldiers, ftrangers 
to his rank, and enraged at his obftinacy. At 
that moment came up Pomperanc, a French 
gentleman, whtf had entered together with 
Y 3 Bourbon 
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Book IV. Bourbon into tjie Emperor*s fervicc, and placing 
j.2r. hitnfclf by the Qde of the Monarch againll 
v^hom he had rebelled, aflifted in proteding 
him from the violence of the foldiers ; at the 
fame time be&eching hitp to fqrrender to Bour- 
boPf who was not far diftant* Immiaent a§ 
fhe danger was which now furrounded FranciSj^ 
he reje^ed with indignation the thoughts af an 
adUon which would have afforded fuch matter 
of iriumph to his traiterous fubje^ts ; and calling 
for Lannoy, who happened likewife to be near 
Fnmdf ?^ hand, gave up his fVord to him j yrhich he, 
*^" '"' kneeling to kifs the king's hajid^ received with 
profound refpeft; and taking his own fword 
from his fide, prefented it to him, faying, That 
it did not become fo great a Monarch to remain 
difarmed in the prefence of one of the Empe* 
Tor's fubjefts^. 

Ten thoufand men fell on this day, one of 
the mod fatal France had ever fcen. Among 
thefe were many noblemen of the higheft dif- 
tinftion, who chofe rather to perifh than to turn 
their backs with diflionour. Not a few were 
taken prifoners, of whom the mod illuftrious 
was Henry D'Albret, the unfortunate king of 

^ Guic. Uxv. 292. Oeuv. de Brant, vu 35j^. Meo>* 
de Bellay, p. 90. Sandov. Hift. i. 638, Sec. F. M^t. Ep. 
8o$. 8io. Rufcelli Lettere de Prindpiy ii. p. j/y* \JlloM 
Vita dell Carlo V. p. 98. 
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Navah-c. Afmall body of thcrear^guardiha^d Bo^«gJV^» 
its cfcape uhder the command of the dtife56 ,^jj. 
Alenfoti J thfe fetbKgarrifori of Milan, bu tfift 
firft news of the dfefiit, retirtd without bfein^ 
purfiied, by another road 5 arid in two weelcs 
after the battle, riot a Frenchman remained Jii 
Italy.. /' \ 

L ANNOY, though he treated Francis with ai| 
the outward marks of htohbur due to his ranlc 
and charadcir, guarded him with theutmoft 
attention. He was felicitous, not only to pre- 
vent any poffibility of his efcaping, but afraid . 
that liis own troops might feize his perfori, and 
detain it as the beft fecurity for the payment 
bf their arrears. In order to provide againft 
both thefe dangers, he conduced Francis, the 
day a6:er the battld, (& the ftrofig caftlc of 
Pisszichitorie near Cremona, committing him to 
the.cuftody 6f Don Ferdinand Alafcon, general 
of the Spanilh infontry, an 6ffi'ccr of great bra^ 
very and of (tri^t honour, but remarkable fot 
that fevere aild' fcf upulous vigilance which fucK 
a truft required. 

Francis, who form^dt a judgriiierit of fhfe 
B!mperor*s difpofitions fey his own, was^ ex- 
tremcty defirous that Charles fhoufd be iri"- 
fofmed of his fituation, fondly hoping that, 
fi'om his generofity or fyriipathy; he ihould 
Y 4 obtain 
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BookIV. obtain %€S^ relieE.. The Impenial.'gener^lB 

^"TT^T^ weic no lefs iflopadent to give, their fovereigq 

im eaflf Recount of the dedfiye yiftory wbicli 

'(h€y.b9i;}^ned, ^d tp receive his inftru&ions 

f^ich regard to their future ponduA. . As the 

mod certain and expeditious method of con- 

yeying tnteOigeoce' tp Spain, at (hat fea&n of 

die year» wa^i t^y land^ Francis gave the Com- 

fuendador Pennaloia» . who was , charged , with 

liannoy'sdifpatcbiesi a (^aiTport to travel tbrou^ 

France. ^ ^ . 

» ♦. » .. 

^t^iSftLy Charms received the account of this fignal 

jpoft jmd unexpe^ed fucceis that had crowned his 

l^aiichio* arms, with a moderation, which, if it had been 

feal, would have done him more honour than 

?hc greateft yidory. Without utteiing one 

word ezpreflive of e:jcultation, or of intemperate 

joy« he rehired imniediately into his chapel, and 

leaving fpent ap hour ;n ofFering up his thankf- 

giyings to heavpn, returned to the prefeftcc- 

phamber, which "by that time was filled with 

^andees and foreign ambaiTadors, aflembled in 

order to congratulate hinl. He accepted of 

^heir compliments with a modeft' deportment ; 

:)ie lamented the misfortune of the captive King, 

f s a ftriking example of the fad reverie d 

fortune, to which the mpft powerful Monarcbs 

af e fubjeft ; he forbad any publick rejoicings, as 

]ndef ent in a war carried on aniong Chriftian% 

refcrying 



rdenring them until fae Ihoald obtain a MStory Booj& IV^ 
^ually Uluitnous over the Infidclsj^ and feemod ^ u'^jrj^ 
to take pleafure is the advantage i^hidi be hid 
gained^ only as it wottld prove theoccafion q£ 
-rcftoring peace to Chriftendom^ - - 

Charles, however, had alrciacfy begunc to ^ ^ 
form ichemes in his own mind, which ^little bcs^a t* 
ibited fuch external appearances. Amfaitioii, 
Qot generofity, was the riitirig paffioa in hU 
mindi and the victory at Pavia opened ^cK 
new and unbounded profpeAs of gratifying it, 
as allured him with irrcfiftible force : -But it ,. . ^ 
being no eafy matter to execute the vaft defigns 
which he meditated, he thought it neceflary, • 

while proper meafures were uking ibr that 
purpo&i to afieCi: the greaceft mod^atioo, ho- 
ping under that veil to conceal his real injteir* 
tions from the other Princes of Europe, 

Meanwhile France was filled with confter- ^ 

The lencral 

nation. The King himfelf had early tranf- <?««?«»- 

tion in 

mitted an account of the rout at Pavia, in ^ Fnacc 
letter to his mother, delivered by Pennalofa, 
which contained only thefe words^ *' Madam, all 
is loft, except our honour." The officers who 
knade their efcape, when they arrived from Italy, 
brought fuch a melancholy detail of parti^eulars 

! Sandovf Hill. >. 641. VUoa Viu dcU Cario V. p. 1 10. 
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Book IV. as mtffc all rartks of men fcnfibly.fcclth* grcat- 
^ ,525. ' «efsatta;«tait6fthecaliitfrt)r, Fran(±, with- 
6tit its fovcrdgn^ i^itTrbtit mb^cy in her treafmy,' 
without aw atrhy, Withotrt generals to cbmmatid 
it, and encompaffcd on %\l fides by a Vi^ftous 
and aftivc enemy, feemed to be on the very 
J^l J™: brink of deftruAfOn. feut oh that occafion the 
^"^J^^^V great abilities 6f Lciuife the regent faved the 
kingdom, which the violence of her paffions had 
more than on^e expofed tO the gi^eateft danger, 
Jnftcad of givltig herielf up to fuch laiftenta- 
tions as were natural to a woman fo i'emarkable 
for her maternal tendernefs, Jfhe difcovcred all 
the forefight, and exerted all the aftivity of a 
confummate politician. She aflembled the no- 
bles at Lions,' and animated them by her ex- 
ample, no Icfs tlian by her words, with fuch zeal 
in defence Of thfcir country, as its prcfent fitua- 
tion required. She collcfted the remains of the 
army which had ferved in Italy, ranfomed the 
prifoners, paid the arrears, and. put them in a 
condition to take the field. She levied new 
troops, provided for the fecurity o^ the fron» 
tiers, and raifcd fums fufficient for defraying 
thcfe extraordiwry expences. Her chief care, 
however, was to appeafe the refentment, or to 
gain the friendlhip of the King of England j 
and from that quarter, the firft ray of comfort 
broke in upoii tlie French Affairs. 

Though 
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Tuovqu Hcnryi i^ .entering yifto aUia«ces.*®« I^* 
with Ch^Jes or Francis^ iel^om foUpwcd any '^'7^'^^ 
regular or concerted pl^n of policy, but w^s ^^^^J^ 
influenced chiefly by t^e caprice qf temporary JJ*'"'!^i'ij 
pfflxons, ibch pqairreqces 9ft«n happened ^s 
recalled hi^ attention tpw»rd$ thait i;quAl bdanoc 
of pQwer which it was n^ceflTary to keep be- 
tween the tyrq cpntending potentates, the pre- 
fervation of which he always bo^fted CQ be his 
peculiar office. He h^d expe^ed that his union 
with the Emperor might afibrd hiip an oppcir* 
tunicy of recovering fome partof thofe terrjitorics 
In f**raqce which had bel(»)ged to his; anceftors, 
and for the fake of fuch an acquifition he did 
not fcruple to give his afliftance to^^rds raifing 
Charles to a confiderable pre-eminence above 
Francisi. He had never dreamt, however, of 
any ev^t ip decitive and fo fatal as die v4Aory 
at Favia, which feemed not only to have brokeo> 
but tp have annihilated the power of Qne of 
xbe rivals ; fo that the profpcdk ©f the fiiddea 
and entire revolution which this wo^ld occ^fiM 
in the politick fyfteiB, flUed hin^b ^itb the mo& 
djifquietiAg apprchen^Kms, He faw aH Ewope 
in danger of b«ng ovcr-jHin by m a^iibitiKMf 
prince^ to whoie ppwf r tjiiere now remaiiifd ao 
coyp%cfpoij(e i and thpugh he htmH^lln^ight^ 
6fft bf adi9i«<d, ia quality of aa. aUy,. tafomf 
ftMe M ibl. ^^oi}a of the capdm uimi^xckr it 

was 
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was eafy to difcern that with regard to the man- 
ner of making the partition, as well as His 
fccurtty for keicping poflbflion of what (hould 
be allotted bim, he muft abfolucely depend upon 
the will of a confederate, to whofe forces his 
own bore no proportion. He was fenfiblc that 
if Charles were permitted to add any cbnfidef- 
able part of France to the vaft dominions of 
'which he was already mafter, his neighbourhood 
would be much more formidable t6 England 
than: that of the ancient French Ki|)g^ i while, 
;at the fame time, the propeTi balance on the 
continent^ to which England owed both its 
fftfety and importance, would be entirely lofL 
Concern for the fituiation of the Unliappy mb^ 
narch co-,operated with thefe political ccmfider- 
ations^ his gallant behaviour in the battle <^ 
Pavia had excited an high de^w of adm^-atioiSv 
which never fails of augmenting fympathyj ^^ 
Henry, naturally fufceptible of geo^rbus fetiti^ 
mentsi was fond of appearing as the deliveitf 
of a vanquiihed- enemy from a ftatc of captivity. 
The prions of the Englhh minifter feconded^ 
the indinadoiB of the Monarch. Wolfey, WI9 
had not forgotten the difappoinemeni of his 
hopes in two fucceffive conclavesj which he tm* 
puted chiefly to the Eimperor^ thought this a 
proper opportunity of taking fevej^$r and 
Louife, courting the friendfbip of England with 

fucb 
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fuch flattcrii^ ftibmifliions aswcrcno Ids agrees Book IV. 
^!c to the King than to the Cardinal^ Henry ij,j^ 
gave her fecret , aflurances . that he would not 
lend his. aid towards oppreffing France^ in its^ 
prefcnt helplds ftatc, ami obliged her to pro- 
. oiife that.jQi^ would not cOofi:at to difinember 
the kingdom even in order to procure her fon't 
liberty •• . . :. 

But as. Henry's connexions with the Em-^ 
peror made it neceffary toadk in fuoh a manner, 
as to faw ^pea^nces, he ordered publick re« 
joicings tQ.be niade in his dominions for the 
fucce& of the Imperial arms ; and as if he had 
been eager to fcize the prefent opportunity of 
ruining the French monarchy, he fcnt ambafla- 
dots to Madrid, to congratulate with Charles 
upon his yiftory ; to put him in mind, that he, 
as his ally, engaged in one common caufe, was^ 
entitled to partake in the fruits of it 5 and to 
m^uirethat, incompliance with the terms of^ 
their confederacy^ he would invade • Guienne 
with a powerful arniy, in brdfer to give him pdt 
feffion of that provinqe. At tfiefame time, he- 
ofiered to >iead Uie princefs M^ into Spain or"' 
the Low-Cottiitries,rthat (he mi^t be educated - 
under the En&peror's dh«<ftion, until the concilia ' 
fionof the marriage agreed on between them; 

• M«m. de Bcllay, 94. Caic. 1. xvi, 318. Herbert. 

and 
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Bb^KT iv: ami in mum fomhat mark of hi** coiifidenrt 
*TZr^ he mB&M chat Franch ftiould h6 detlvtered to 
bim, ia oonfis^uenbe of tbat arciclelri tte tn(itjf 
o£ Bruges^ whene&y each of tise coifCraflMg 
paities W8S bimnditorfiirrcftsder aU' d^p<]t% to 
htm. vrhofe righxsi rl^/ had in^adeti. It was 
i0)p6fltbfe . that Hairy coold <f^€ft 'i^it the! 
Emperor would liften to thefe cxtravagal5t Af* 
mands, which it was neither his intereft, nor in 
his power cogrant. They; ajipear^ividemly to 
have, been ma^e Whh- ner other intentkmttaii 
ta furmfli him with a decent pretext for enicf-^ 
iQgtintofttch' engagements with Ffanie astfo 
jpnftum'feqjiiired '•. 

haV^wcrV ' ^^ w» amofig the'. Itdiart' ftdtes, Hbv^Vcr, that 
i«A powers, ^j^^^^^j^ at/PaVmoccarioi^etf thfe'gi*^tbff:al*^itf 

ami tfttiw. THUr bulande^ of ' powet oti Whicft 
they rftlie* for tEcir fectiricy, and which If M 
hccrt the cdftftatit- objeift of all theh' n^d^ticAlii' 
and refirfcflneht^ tti maintain, was dcffiroyedfiil' 
.armwnent;'' Tifcy-werc expoftd^by^thefrfitt^- 
tilMi^ t(^ftcl;th(rfiTft:cfftfas'<)f thfeu*e6«tr6illc* 
awilhomy: whixlh Chicles hadv acquired- Twf 
oj^e^y^ many £|bftptomr of i hmnAkh^^ 
bijuon in^^ thiat goung prirtce^ aiid-*fc«t^fi'^^' 
tb^t^ ^ae^EiftpStrafi, or Kiag ciUzpki^ ht? CS^^ 
eit^ form^^d^Hgfirotis pretenficns'tipMKic^' 

^fiTber»,p.64, ^ 
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their terfitqriesi, or mvfl^p t%tm wi^h gveat B^>^ ^^* 
^dvaufagi?. They dnl%r«»d>btfetrrfflefe wttte "^^"^ 
^u^ fo|icit;u^e cpnceri^in£,t}|«, mean«i pf r^^gg^ 
f^ch ar fo^ce as might obftri^a his farpgreft.',, 
]^ut^ their c^fult^ionf«^^onfi^#CKi. i^it&:;likt^^ 

qflfe^l. , ei^ni^itt,. i^gartrPf; PHI^ing fte;*eiif> 
fares whic^,hp had concprted, jivit)i;;the! Y^t^i^^n^i 
j^r fccuripg the liberty txf Italjfi wa$,l<> iiUfljiir) 
date^ bj J^^annoy's thre^tpyj.qr ^oy^rcomdj^yirbwi 
Bfomife?,^tjl?3tJieji}pt«^^ Aprai; 

l?ioding>i(uij?lf . tp ^MfW?Sr?! ^^^^^Wcifttmr 
iff ?ewra/cMr certiain efiJoiHnf^pts whkikh^^yfs^^ 
tfi rfceiy^* The mmey w^S: fuiftamly,' fAid^: 
ChMrlQ9 ^f^wsMt^^Tdfvifrdl tp t^tifjr.«tejtf!Oity4i 
aod th^ Ppgp jreaiaificcil: expofed? ?« oqcfi m !»• 
fwy a4¥^ W fid^SJxleA'tObthc fornfi^ ^tfl^Q^ 
I^; fayad d^rt«d ttie:})^ 

iQti^eft^.tp the. W^r^ib^akife M had. beezijai 
l9lcr by that pnworthy aidtfco A - ' - 

. U0 W dilhonouyabIe.Tolv)Br the. artifice inig|b(i i j^^^.^^ ;^ 
l^fl, vtbichi WW ^aipl^j^ in}0akc ^defraud dicin ^* |[^- 
Bopecof .this Amu it ; came yeiy feafooably^iistoJ 
tkeimoen^y^hands^ and flit it< in< his poWerwi 

:. • .i I . . , . / ;•"; j 

"G^.c» U.jevp. 3Q0. Rolbslli Letters de-PriocrJi; 74«t 

7^1 &€• TJ\uani. Hift. lil^. i..,p. ij. * Giiic, lib. xvjV 

36;. Mattfoceni -Hiiior. ' Vcnet'. * ap. Idorichl dell cofe 

Vcncz. V. 131. 136. ' ^ 

•io . 4 extricate 
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B66tiV. totritatfc hinffetf out of ah immirfcht' danger; 

^^^^ &on after the defeat of the French army, the 
German troops, whkh had defended Pavia with 
ftich meritorious cour^ and perfevcrance, 
growing infolent upon the fame thit they had 
acquired* and impatient of relying any longer 
on fruitlefs promifes with which they had been 
fe often amufed, rendered themfelves mailers 
of the town, with a refolucion to keep poffeffion 
of it as a fecurity for the payment of their at* 
. rears ; and the rieft of the army dHcoirered a 
much flronger inclination to afltft, than topunilh 
the ncmtineers. - By dividmg among them the 
money exaded from thi^ Pope, Lannoy (Juieted 
the tumultuous' Oemians i but though this Tatif* 
fied their prefen^ demands, he had fo licde pro* 
fpe£l of being able to pay them of his other 
forces regularly for the future^ and wa« under 
fuch continual apprehenfions of their feiiing the 
perfon of the capMve King, that, not longafcery 
he was obliged to difmifs all the Germans and 
: , Italians in the Jniperial fervicc^ Thus, from 
ardrcumftance that now appears very fiogular, 
hut iariling naturally from the conftiturion of 
nooft. European governments in- ifhe fixteen^ 
century, while Charles was fufpefted by all his 
neighbours of aiming at univerfal monarchal 
arid while he was really forming vaft projefts 

r G^ic. h xvi. p. 30^. 
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ot this kind, his revenues were fo limited, that BookiV. 
he could hot keep on foot his viftorious army» ,^2c» 
though it did not exceed twenty-four thov^fand 
men, 

' During thcfe tranfaftibrts, Charles, whofe rhetmvt^ 
}>retenfions to moderation and difintefeltedndrs rations coa« 
nitTt foon forgotten, deliberated, with the utmoft ^i"'„7r of' 
folicitude, how he might derive the greateft ad* JJ/'^7^"J5 ^ 
vantages from the misfortune of his adverfary. 
Some of his counfellors advifcd him to treat 
Francis with the magnanimity that became a 
vi&oribus prince, and inftead of taking advan- 
tage of his fituation to impofe rigorous con* 
ditbns, to difmifs him on fuch equal terms^ as 
; would bind him for ever to his intereft by the 
tics of gratitude and affeftioti, more forcible as 
imU as more permanent than any which could 
be formed by' extorted oath^. and involuntarjr 
:ftipulations. Such an exertion of generofity is 
not, perhaps, to be expefted in the conduft of 
political affairs, and it was far too I'efined for 
that Prince to whom it was propofcd. The 
more obvious^ but lefs fpleridid, fchenie of en* 
deavouting to make the utmoft of Francis's ca* 
lamity, had a greater number in the council to 
recommend it, and fuited better with the Em- 
peror's genius. * But though Charles adopted 
this plan, he did hot execute it in a proper 
; Vou II. 2Jli> manner. 
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?ooiciv. manner. I^jftead,of rpaking,oi\c,gr(»t'effbct to 
penetrate intoFrancCiwithaU the forces of ^paia 
^nd the 4>w.Countries 5 inftcad,of cruftiiog the 
Italian ftates before they recovered from ,the 
confternation which the fuccefs of his arms bad 
OGcafioned, he had recourfe to the artifices of 
intrigue and liegoGiatipn. Xhi^jprscecd^dpjii^ 
from neceffity, ,p^rtly from the r^t^uial ^ 
fition of his mind. The fuu;^tion «f ,his fm- 
ces, at that time, rendered :it:ext?eiwly diffieuk 
ix) xiarry on aay extraordinary :^rmamcnt; and 
iichimfelfhavirig never appeared at tbehed 
^ his armieSv^hexamaiiand/)f .wl^idi'hc i^ 
4iithe«jo coffimitced to .-his^neiials, ivas>a^ 
' n30 bold .and martial counfels, .a:nd.truft^'iBD« 
10: the arts ^th which he was acquainted. J* 
aaid,-bcfidcs, too much ffcrcfe upc«vthtm(^tj<i 
(Pavia, as.if byi that «vcnt .the -ftrcngthi of F»occ 
^|iad:beenannihilaccd,its refour^s iKhatifttd, ^ 
^ckiagdDmicfcif,iiio lels; than^the-pecfon-ofM' 
"ftlonaicb, harfijeeo:ful^jeaed to hispow«r. 

Fui,t;Of thisropifiiofi, sfee d^eraiiaeditoif^^^ 

ro«! termi .|iigl^eft;pri<»uponEEancis'a(ff^iioffl,)W^jM?tR^ 

if'^u .or4?r?d,t)»cCpunt de R<^ux!^,v*gt.thpi«*?i^ 

JCiog in ills «ame, he .inftru(aed> him IP P^9^^ 

-.the fpUow^g artictes,.as j^heiC^wdifiiws^^-^}^^ 

rhewould jgrant h^m his >liberty : . arhat-J^^^"^ 

,reflote 3prBVn4y jtp.the,Empflyo5, frpW;^*^^ 

anccft9tr§ it had b^jjli^ unjuftiy wrcftcdj .tW^ J 



tbcy J^hp .tjp j&rpaccj ^to .^n ioiiqpeniiefl^ ^ 1525 '^ 
Iw^g^Qpi % dufe jConft^bleJPpprbop^ ,;h;^t ^ijp} '^'' 
fba.vUd rinai^ fwU iatiirf^aupti fp. jche King pf 
^gland for ^U l^js ;cMiius, an(j .finally fcpojwc^ 
H^c ipretjcijfiot^ of France fo Naples, Milad, .^ 
ijuy.pther tgigrkprjr in Ijt%.. W^n l^rAn.c;^ 
)8^^ had bitliicr;o ^^attered (hiiTli^lf tl^b^ Jie 4hoi)l4 
^>p itiiqated by t{^e Emperor y^jji (the penerofity 
i^ecftp^ng pAjC gr^p JPrincp jtp^v^S >5^n9t^er,| 
l^c;SRd.-t;l>cfc r^gqroHs oqndUiQiu?, ,hf 'W>a8Xo traa- 
^p^Jted fW jfhifldi^«itipii^,tha.t4r^win5 his d^ggc^r 
Jh^ftily, he pried -ppt, '-* TvWe -bettipr th^t ;« 
iIC^\g .(hpuld die i;(i\is«'' Alarcpn^ ala^t^ed ^ 
iij$ ^^h^CQc^ Ui4 hold Qn ^i§ Jhi^d > bu^ 
.thpugli he fpqn r.ecoxerQd|gre^tcr,pqtnpQfure, hf 
jftjUl deoiarcd, in the mojj foi^mn.tn^nnc^r;, ih^t h? 
,WpHldxa|th(2r remain » prifoae.r4\irii^,lifie, th^^i 
,purchafe liberty by fuchi^n(y;i3ijpipj45.<:pn9fiICpja>*» 

This mortifying difcpvery of thc'Emperor*'s rrtncis ea^ 
intentions, greatly augmented Francis's chagrin (j.^sjld^***' 
and impatience under his coxifinCTncht, and muft 
have driven him to abfolute defpair, rf he had 
not laid hold of the only thing V^ch could ftill 
adpiinifter any comfort to him. He peifuaded 
himfelf that the ^^onditions \viiich Roeux had 
prppofed, did not flow origina]ly fcom Charles 
himfelf, but were diftated l$j ^e rigori>u^ pp- 

z 2 licy 
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SboKlv. licy of his Spanilh council, and that therefore he 
might hope, in one perfonal interview with him, 
to do more towards haftcning his own deliver- 
ance, than could be effcftcd by long negocia- 
tions paSing through the fubordinate hands of 
his minifters. Relying on this fuppofition, which 
proceeded from too favourable an opinion of 
the Emperor's charafter, he offered to vifit him. 
in Spain, and was willing to be carried thither 
as a fpedtacle to that haughty nation. Lannoy 
employed all his addrcfs to confirm himinthcfc 
fentiments •, and concerted with him in fecrct 
the manner of executing this refolutioh. Francis 
was fo eager on a fcheme which fcemed to opctf 
ibme profpeft of liberty, that be furniflied the 
. gallies neceflary for the voyage, Charles being 
at that time unable to fet any fleet to fea. The 
viceroy, without communicating his intention* 
cither to Bourbon or Pefcara, conduced his pn- 
foncr towards Genoa, under pretence of tranl- 

t porting him by fea to Naples ; though foon after 

they fet fail, he ordered the pilots to fteer di- 
refl:ly for Spain j but the wind happening to 
.carry them near the French coaft, the unfortu- 
nate monarch had a full profpeft of his own 
fdominions, towards which he caft many a for- 
..x:o.wful and defiring look. They landed, how- 
fver, in a few days at Barcelona, and foon after 
Francis was lodged, by the Emperor's command, 

Augiift 24. in the Alcajar of Madrid, under the care of the 



France, in 
order to^jro* 
cure his 'rc« 
Icafe. ' 
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vigilant Alarcon, who guarded him with as much ^^ J^ 
circumfpcdion ascver*. 1525. 

A FEW days after Francis's arrival at Ma- Henryviii. 
drid, and when he began to be fcnfible of his ^^xj with 
having relied without foundation on the Empe-- 
ror's generofity, Henry VIII. concluded a treaty 
with the regent of France, which afforded himr 
fome hope of liberty from another quarter.* 
Henry's extravagant demands bad been received 
at Madrid with that negleft which they deferred, 
and which he probably expelled, (^harlcs, in- 
toxicated with profperity, no longer courted him 
in that rcfpcdful and fubmiflive manner which 
pleafed his haughty temper. Wolfcy, no Icfs 
haughty than his mafter, was highly irritated at 
the Emperor's difcontinuing his wonted carefles 
and profeffions of friendfhip' to himfclf. Thefc 
flight offences, added to the weighty confidcr- 
^tions formerly mentioned, induced Henry to 
enter into a defenfive alliance with Louife, in 
which ^11 the differences between him and her 
fon were adjufted ; at the fame ; time he engaged 
that he would employ his befl o$ces in order to 
procure the deliverance of his new ally from a 
ftate of captivity ^ . 

* Mem. de Bellay, 95. P. M^rt. Ep. ult. Gaic. lib. 
XVI. 323. ' t> Herbert. Fiddcs'i Life ofWolfcy, 337. 

z 3 Whil*: 
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W«iiu die opeiv defeftioa of foch a ptJweifuP 

"^^^7^ confederate afFedcd Charie» with (fcep COfii^lR,' 

Jurn^ *• ^ Secret confpiracy was carrying on in Italy, 

orWr to^ which thi^eswwd' him >;*ith iconftqueficcS ftill 

Bm^w'r ^ m<k€ fatalh The rcfttefs asid intriguing genws^ 

iJ^"* . of Mdron^ chM^t\l(xr of Milan^ gaviei i^ife t6^ 

AW Hfc^ iWi^ttg^ had^ beftffi amply gratified hf 

. tiid d«}fi>ffio*i o]^ ^he Frerich out of luly, zni 

hispMnity ft<> tefs f(k>fli#i' by tflef r«f-^ffaMiil^^ 

mcHC of Stori^ai^ t»^ whbfe iitt^rtfft fe fiii<f ^' 

tiGhcd'hlmfelf ini tfce durcfey df Mila*; tb* 

delays, h^-wfevcr, ind evaffiomr of cHe' liflpctfel 

eouttf in' grarrting: Sforza the iiiveftittrre rf R6^ 

- Dfcw-acqmred territories, fttfitlong aliarmedMo^ 

rdne; thcfe: were repeated fo often,' and if^ 

foch apparent artificej. asr became a futtpForf t^ 

. hia fafpicious mind, thac tfee Ertipettor intertRf^ 

td ftrip hi« rtiafrer of thdt rich countrjr \rhidhfe 

had cooqiieried in. his name. Thott^h Glia*si 

iwopdcp ta: quiet the Pope and Vefteciarts, no 

tefs 26altKis of hls^ d^dgns than Morbn'e; gav^ 

Sfdri^y afkft, thd irtveftiture- which had bftii 

h lOftf^ dtfii^d; die cHaritert^as clogged wl* 

to tfi^y re*r'v«tiori^i^ ahd'ftl^eadd him to ftch 

grUW^t^i^ Ikii^ferts^ als ii^nd<*rt*d'the diikc of Mil^^ 

a dependent on the Emperor, ratriiif r than a vffl* 

fal of the Empire, and afforded him hardly ^"5^ 

mhtt fecurity for his pdffeflioris, than the g>^ 

pkafure of an ambitious fuperior. Such an ac* 

ceffion 
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ceflidn 06 power as would- hove accrued from Booe IV» 
the ad(£uoii of. the: Malknefe xo> the Idagdc(tn a£\ 152.5. 
Naples,, was' canQdei«d- by Moronc -as^feitai to-. 
thiB. liberties ofl Itsttyv na lefs than' to^ his owa. 
pcpwer and itxEportancc. FtilL of this idea, .he 
began tOt revolve; imhis mlnditUe poflibility of: 
refcoing Usiffrom the yoke of foreigncns^ thcc 
darlingc fbUeme; as h;^ been already x>bfervedi. 
of thcrltcilianipolitician^in that ag^, andrwhich 16 
was the great: objeft of their ambition; to accpm-^ 
pli(b. If to the glory of having' been the chief/ 
inftrument of driving' the French- out of Milan, . 
he could: add tha;t of ddivering Naples from the 
dominion of the Spaniards, he thought thar no«> 
thing wouKt he wanting, to complete his faxtsr. 
ti^3 ibnile genius Coon ;fugge(ted-to him aproffed:; 
foe chat purpoic ;. atdiffiinilt, iodfeedy andi daring* 
oue;» but^ for thats very reafon more agreeabla to 
]m bold** and^ enterprifrhg' tsmpec 

B^uRBOK andt Pefcara^wem e<|ually^ enraged^ HimegociV 
at Lannoy's' carrying, the French King into Spaim ptfcan! 
without their khowled^ The former; being, 
afraid that the two Monarch^ might, in his ab«> 
fence, conclude fome treaty in which his interefts- 
would be entirely facrificed, haftenedto M^rid,^ 
in order to guards againflr that danger. Thc^ 
laCDeiv oa whona. the command of the army nawr 
devolved^ was obliged. to remain in Italy;, but^> 
ia every company, he gave vent to his indigna-- 
Z 4 tion 
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Boor lY. tbn againft the viceroy, in expreffions full of 
^j^^TT^ rancour and contempt ; he accufed hinn, in a let- 
ter to the Etnpeft)r, of cowardice in the time of 
danger, and of infolence after a viftery, towards, 
the obtaining of which he had contributed no^ 
thing cither by his valour or his condud j nor. 
did he abftain from bitter complaints againft 
the Emperor himfelf, who had not difcoycred, 
as he imagined, a fufficient fenfe of his merit,> 
nor beftowed any adequate reward on his fer- 
. vices. It was on- this difguft of Pcfcara, that 
Morone founded his whole fyftem* HeJknewr 
the boundlefs ambition of his nature, the vaft 
extent of his abilities in peace as well as war, 
and the intrepidity of his mind, capable alike of 
undertaking and of executing the moft defpc-. 
rate defigns,^ The cantonment of the Spanilh. 
troops on the frontier of the Milanefe, gave OC'^ 
cafion to many interviews between him and Mo- 
rone, in which the latter took care frequently 
to turn the converfation to the tranfaftions fub- 
fequent to the battle of Pavia, a fubjeft upon 
which the marquis always entered willingly, and 
with paflion ; and Morone obferving his refent- 
ment to be uniformly violent, artfully pointed 
out and aggravated^ every circumftance that 
could increafe its fury. He painted, in the 
ftrongeft colours, the Emperor's wantof dif- 
terpment^ as well as of gratitude, in preferring 

Lannoy 
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Lannoy to him^ and in allowing that prefump- Book IV. 
tuous Fleming to difpofe of the captive King, ,^2^^ ^ 
without confulting the man to whofe bravery 
and wifdom Charles was indebted for the glory, 
of having him in his power. Having warmed 
him by fuch difcourfes, he then began to infinu- 
ate, that now was the time to be avenged for 
thefe infults, and to acquire immortal renown 
as the deliverer of his country from the oppret 
lion of ftrangers; that the ftates of Italy, weary 
of the ignominious and intolerable dominion of 
barbarians, were at laft ready to combine in 
order to vindicate their own independence ; that 
their eyes were fixed on him as the only leader 
yfhoft genius and good fbrtune could enfure the 
happy fucccfs of that noble en terprize; that the 
attempt was no kfs practicable than glorious, it 
being in his power fo to difperfe the Spanilh in- 
fantry, the only body of the Emperor's troops . 
in Italy, through the villages* of the Milanefe, 
that, in one night, they might be deftroyed by 
)the people, who, having fuffered much from 
their exadions and infolence, would gladly un- 
dertake this fervice ; that he might then, with- 
out oppofition, take pofTeiEon of the throne of 
Naples, the ftation deftined for him, and a re^ 
ward not unworthy the reftorcr of liberty to 
Italy 5 that the Pope, of whpm that kingdom 
held, and whofe predecelTors had difpofed of it 

on 



Book IV. on many former occafiorisv would willingljr gtmt 
^^^^' him rhc right o£ in voftitunev thit thcrVertcdattJ^ 
the Florcndnes, the duke<rf Mtlan^, W whdm^ htf 
h)&d commtanicated thefchtitae^ together with'tftis: 
ffrenchi would be tKfe'guaranteeis of his' right ;- 
that the Neapolitans -would* iiaturallf prefer tbtf 
government erf one of their countrymen, whdat 
they loved and admired, to that odious' domi- 
nion- of Arrangers, to which* they hratf bccnftt* 
Ibng ftjbjeflled •, and that the Etiiperolr, aftbi- 
niftied at a blow fo unexpefted', WoulB ffnd'thar 
He had neither troops' nbrmcJncy to rcfifl: fuch' 
tf powerful confederacy*. 

Betrayed J^^sCar'A, amazcd at the bbldnefs antf extent 

Jritowr^V of the fcheme, lilVened aitttntivtly to Morone; 
Peican, \j^^ y^^h thc countenance* of ^ man Ibft* iw* pro- 
found' and anxious thought. ' On tHe^Oncf harfd^ 
the infamy of betraying' his' (bvtteign iHider* 
whom he bore fuch liigh* command; deterred! 
him from the attempt-, on the other, the pro- 
fpedl of obtaining a- crowri allured hini tO ven^ 
lUre upon if. Afoct' cdnftinuing ^(horf fpacc" 
inf fu^enfe, the ieaff cottimendabte motives^ ar 
is ufual after fuch deliberations, prevailed^ aittf 
ambition triumphed over honour. In order, 

<^Guic« h xvi. 52^ JoviiVitaDamlii f^ 4^7% Oenwi 
<)e' Brancome, iv.. 171. RuTcelli Lectre de< Prmc. ii. 9i«r 
THuani Rid. lib, i.e. ii. P, H€uter. Rer. Auilr. lib. ix« 
c. 3f. p. 207. 

however. 



hbwcvter,. to t^irt^^^^doteui^ df cfec^ncy on* Wt Bobtc IV. 
condua; he-iflfiAtti ttet 0ftfc fe^rned' caflrifts- """'tyS^ 
ftrorfid' givfe thcfir opirtiorii *«^ Wfeebfcer* it W^s- - 
Uw^al for a Aibjddt C4> tKkd ^Thi^ a^ifift'^^ his^ iiti^ 
n^txlmto fovdreign^ ib' obedi^ncr w tihe^ Loi^ 
Fafamount of whom the* kingdom kfelf was: 
held*/' Suidh a. refolmion; ofi the cafe^ s(» heey* 
jte^bed, was f6oii« obtasned fron! the;di\^iD<li5:afildlf 
civilians both of Rome and Mikn ; the negoit , 
tiation went forward^ and me^fures feemed M^ 
be taking whh grcttt%irit for thr fpewJy extf- 
cutioa of the deiignr. 

DuiiPNo this interval^ Pe&iara,. either llipckod* 
a(r,the treachery of the action that he w^ g^^in^ 
tocomalic, 6r defpairing of its fbcteis^ began tor 
dntertain thoughts^ of abandbtiitfj^ the- €ngag^ 
ments which he h^ coM$ undbf . TIte indifpfoi^ 
fldott of Sfdi^^ \rfi(> happcritftf art that time* to- 
be taken ili of a^diftciWper wHichwas thoogHt 
- moMfali cdriflrmed this> refolutibn^ art* detei*-' 
mined* hin\ fo ih^ke'fchoWn ehcf >^tto!c cbnffpiratcy 
ify x\\t Enfi'peror, deettiin^ it more* prudent to* 
Acped the dutchjr of Milart- frorti^ himt as' riie* 
rfeward of this^difcoVfefy*,- thaW to aiitf aft t kirig- 
dorti V^ be piirchafcd By ii feries of crimes. 
This- rcfolutibri; howevtl*, j3rtv(5d the' foUrcc o^ 
j^aions^ Hardly fc& triWirid stud ignominious*. 
The Emperdr, t^ho had ^yeady refceived: fuU' 
information concerning the' confpiracy from . 

other 
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other hands^' fccmed to be highly pleafed.with' 
Pefcara's fidelity, and commanded him to con- 
tinue his intrigues for ibme time with the Pope 
and Sforza, both that he might difcover their 
intentions more fully, and be able to convid: 
them of the crime with greater certainty. Pef- 
cara, confcious of guilt, as well as fenfiblehow 
fufpicious his long filence muft have appeared 
at Madrid, durft not decline that difhonourable 
office ; and, to his eternal difgrace, was obliged 
to aft the mean^ftof all parts, that of feducing' 
with a purpofe to betray. Confidering the abi-r 
lities of the perfops with whom he had to deal, 
the part was fcarcely lefs difficult, than bafe ; 
but he afted it^ with fuch addrefs, as to deceive 
even the penetrating eye of Morone, who rely- 
ing with full confidence oa his finccrity, vifitcd 
him at Novara, in order to put the laft hand to 
their machinations. Pefcara received him in 
an apartment where Antonio de Ley va was 
placed behind the tapeftry, that he might over*, 
hear and bear witnels to their converfation ^ as 
Morone was about to take leave, that officer 
fuddenly appeared, and to his aftonifhment 
arretted him prifoner in the Emperor*s name. 
He was conduftcd to th^ caftle of Pavia ; and 
Pefcara, who had fo lately been his accomplice, 
had now the aflurance to interrogate him as his 
judge. At the fame time, the Emperor de- 
clared Sforza to have forfeited all right, to the 
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I 

diitchy of Milan, by his engaging in a con- 
fpiracy againft the fovereign of whom he held; , 
Pefcara, by his command, feized on every place 
in the Milanefe, except the caftlcs of Cremona 
and Milan, which, the unfortunate duke attempt- 
ing to defend, were clofely blockaded by the 
Imperial troops ^. 

But though this unfuccefeful confpiracy, in- Therigo- 
ftead of ftripping the Emperor of what he ment*^** 
already pofleffed in Ualy, contributed to extend^ SmUT*"* 
his dominions ih that country, it fhewed him the 
neceffity of coming to fome agreement with the 
French King, unlefs he would draw on himfelf 
a confederacy of all Europe^ which the progrefe 
of his arms, and his ambition, now as undifguifed 
as it was boundlefs, filled with general alarm. 

. He had not hitherto treated Francis with the 

.gerierofity which that monarch expedled, and 
hardly with the decency due to^his ftation, In- 
ftead of difplaying the fcotiments becoming a 
great Prifice, he fcems to have adted with the 
mercenary art of a corfair,* who, by the rigorous 

^fage of his prifoner^ endeavours to draw from 
them an high prite for their ranfom. The.cap- 

^ tive King was confined in an old caftle, under a 
keeper whofe formal aufterity of manners ren- 
dered his vigilance ftill more difguftful. He was 

^Guic. K xvi. 329. Jovii Hifl.319. CapclU/nti/v, 
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^5P TffE »EI<5^ fO)F T«:J? 

Bocae ly. jiUftwpd 4)0 ^x^.c}fcvbMt{th»t qf,c«diqg^P ^.wuk, 

*7chT' Xurraundcd with ;?rn[ie(l guards pfi hqrCeba^k. 

Oafrtes, qn pr^jt^npe .ftf i^ bciqg 4Vrce(J3ry tp 

attend ?he Cprtes ;aflc«Til;)lisd in Tojedq, h^(ji 

^on</tQ i?efide in,tmt city, r$n(i fuffewi fevecaj 

r.^eckj5 to cl^J>fe>wthpi«: vifitii^g E^-ancis^ ?|>ougJi 

he folicited an interview wHth the p^Qift jxr<®Bg 

and fubmiflivc importunity. So many indig- 

\n4M9%^ jfkniGS vnzdt^d^ep^txypxeffiQn inn ^a i\^h-^^ted 

^'**^'* JPriftoe.i hebegap.tp lofcall fejli(hf<?r4his,vt%l 

;»fw*fepftent3 s bis n^^^tural gaiety pf tewip^r ior- 

vfook: bifP;. *Wi jaft^ A^X)gv}iQiir^ for fq^e r^i^jq, 

jbc fWWi fe»^ ^VHth (a j^j^Qgeroiisiev^ri dM^iflg 

ithc viplfioc^ 9f whjWfb/he <:pn[ipj?ir\e4 5opfl;antly 

.of the u«5CKpeft/c4><fto^ waF«^i»<;«*y .^igPi?"'^^^^ 

jwbich he hadi^^ :^r§?W,4 rpfeep.^SfifeiHP/ng, 

.chat;ii<kw tbtB fintpbBOr wftuJfJ.bwferiabe jfa# 

^a6)»on of dass idyisigia pvifom^r io ihb Jaods, 

wkhout having once .dcigaed to /fee ihis ifao^. 

The.ph^ficiaBS,^tdaft,ydc^i}edof his/life^ md 

irformcd the Btnpcrx)r that ,i^y f^w^nodiopc of 

'his ^recovery, imkfe be werevgratifed with wgaiji 

to that point t)n which^he fcemetitobe^foftroDgly 

bcrtt. Charfcs, ^iditoufi to yqefepvc a ;life, 

with which all'his-pvofpeias of i%»l«riadvantagc 

•from the vittory of i^avia-mulbhaye tpvminawd, 

immediately contviited 4is minJflws -concefBing 

the courfeto-he taken. Jn vain 4jA the -diaa- 

' ..CfiUor ..GiW^tinara, .rfip rnqft able ^ampng rficm, 

Vcpi^^feqt 
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fcprcfcnt rto him ^he indecency of his vifiting Book jv- 
Fran.eis, if , hp .4ifi 4^Qt .iAteod ,to fet him « ^^^^ 
liberty 'inilwdMt^y jU|)Qnij9q\iaJi;terms:,; in vm 
^\d <Ii^|?oiDt p.iWithe^nfaipiyttiO which he wquld 
bfs lexpofcd^ if 4nQliv)es<:^f, avarice ^r ambitioii 
Iboylfd ijwwj Qnfhiti.^Pgive the.fC^ptive Mo- * 
IWSf^h this -nwrk of attention ^nd fympathy, for 
.wl>ic() .humanity ii>d$en«rftftty ih^d pleaded fo - 
4©)0|g -wichftW :^e^. Xht jJ&mpp^Qr, lefs de- 
liyc^, qr Jj^fs foHcitiQ.ViiS iajbiCMit jin^piHation thaa 
>>$rtiUPifl»r> ^kt^m%: Mr^iid toiyifit/hispri- ^he e^c* 
iaiwn tChcjftttr^iwr.rivasilbQrt; /Francis being '^YJ*^» 
jSpp^,^ak»«0)t|€;|ir f Jqng ^pnverffiuon, Charlc3 
^fcoft^d rhim in iijenpjns^uil qf jifF^ftion and re- 
^p^.^id-jgavchwi ,fnGh .-proppifes of Ipeedy 
deliverance ;and j^rincely .tre^tnj^nt, as would 
hjivcjTQflcftfidrthe^ieateft -honaur.ijpon him, if ' 
jtbicy ,J;iad .flowed- from another Xau«;Qe. Francis 
^ajTpfid ,at fhem rwith ,the >e^gerne6 natural ia 
jas 4itjJAtion,5 and xh^cred With, this ^gleam of 
Jb^p^ .feeg^n to reyive -ftojn ;that .pc(omcnt, re- 
jCpYWiqg coldly ;his :^©nted ii«lth % 

He Jrad foon ^hetnordfkatioh-to find, that JJ^^J''"'^' 

Die Bourbon 

"his confidence in the Emperor was -not better a"iv««t 

' • t 1 ' Madrid. 

^founded man formerly. Charles rttumed in- 
*ftantly to Toledo 5 all negotiations were carried 

'^ Guic. 1« zvl. 339* Sandov. Hift, i« 665. 
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BoDK VI. on by his minifters; and Francis was kept in 
^jfic/ ^ ^^^^ cuftody as ever. A new indignity, and 
that very galling, was added to all thofe he 
had already fuffcred. Bourbon arriving in 
Spain about this time, Charles, who had fo 
long refufcd to vifit the King, received his re* 
bellious fubjed with the moft ftudied rcfpeft. 
Not. 15. He met him without the gates of Toledo, em- 
braced him with the greateft affection, and pla* 
cing him on his left hand, conduced him to 
his apartment. Thefe marks of honour to him, 
were fo many infults to the unfortunate Mo- 
narch ; which he felt in a very fcnfible manner. 
It afforded him fome confolation, however, to 
obferve, that the fcntiments of the Spaniards 
differed widely from thofe of their fdvereign. 
That generous people detefted Bourbon*^ crime. 
Notwithftanding his great talents and impor- 
tant fervices, they (hunned all intercourfc with 
him, to fuch a degree, that Charles having de- 
fired the marquis de Villena to permit Bour- 
bon to refide in his palace while the court re- 
mained in Toledo, he politely replied, ** That 
he could not refufe gratifying the Emperor in 
that requeft y but added with a Caftilian dig- 
nity of mind, that he muft not be furprizcd 
if the moment the Conftable departed, he Ihould 
burn to the ground a houfc, which, having been 

polluted 
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Jjoilutcd by the prcfence of a traitor, bcGame BookIV* 
an unfit habitation for a man of honour '•*' ,^25. 

* tnAKLUfS liimfclf, nevertlieicis,. fcemed td ^^^ 
have it much at heart to reward Bourbon*s fer- ^^* '*"?** 

rial army 

vices in a fignal manner. But as he infifted, in iniuiy* 

the firft plac6, oh the accomplilhment of the 

Emperor's promife of giving him in marriage 

his fifter Eleanora, Queen dowager of Por-- 

tugaU the honour of which alliance had been 

one of his chief inducements to rebel againft 

his lawful fovereign; as Francis, in order to 

prevent fuch a dangerous union, had offered j 

before he left Italy, to marry that Prineefsj 

and as Eleanora herfcif difcovcrcd an inclination 

rather to match with a powerful Monarch, than 

with his exiled fubjeftj all thefe interfering 

cirtumftances created great embarraflment to 

Charies, and left him hardly any hope of extfi* 

tating himfelf with decency. But the death iieccmfceh 

of Pefcara,.who, at the dge of thirty-fix, left 

behind him the reputation of being one of the 

greatefi: generals and ableft politicians of that 

century, happened opportunely at this jundkqre 

for his relief. By that event, the command df 

the army in Italy b6$:ame vacant, and Charles^ 

always fertile in refources, perfuaded BbUfbon^ 

who was in no condition to dilpute his willj to 

^ Guic; 1. xvi. 33S* 

, Voi*. ti* A a Accent 
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Book IV. acccpt the office of general iii chief there, tct 
gether with a grant of the dutchy of Milan 
forfeited by Sforza, and in return for thefc ta 
relinquifli all hopes of marrying the Queen of 
Portugal K 



rs2s. 



Ncgocu- 'T'yg ^i^i^f obftacle that flood in the way of j 
pr<fc«nng francis's liberty was the Emperors contmumg ! 
liWrty. to infill fo percnaptorily on the reftitution of Bur- 
gundy, as a preliminary to that event. Francis 
often declared that he would never confent to 
difmembcr his ftatev and that even if he 
fiiould fo far forget the duties of a Moharch a[s 
to come to fuch a refolution, the fundamental 
laws of the kingdom woidd prevent its taking 
cfFed. On his part he was willing to make aH 
abfolute ceffion to the Emperor of all his pre- 
tenfions ii> Italy and the Low- Countries ; he 
promifed to reftore Bourbon all his lands which 
Had been confiscated ; he renewed his propc^al 
of marryii^ the Emperor's fiftcr> the Quecfi 
dowager of Portugal; and engaged to pay a 
great fum by way of ranfom for his own perfoii. 
But all mutual efteem and confidence betweets 
the two monarchs were now entirely loft ; there 
appeared on the one hand, a rapacious ambitiob 
kbouring to avail itfelf of every favourable cir- 
cumftance^ on the other, fufpicion and rcfcnt- 

s Safidovv Hift. i. 676^ Oeav» de Brant, iv. ^^g* 

0ifnfi» 
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Intent^ (landing perpetually on thtir guard 5 fo BookIV. 
that the profped of bringing their negociations ,525. 
to an iffue, feemed to be far diftant. Th^ 
dutchefsof Alenfon, the French King*s fi&tt^ 
whom Charles permitted to vifit her brother in 
bis confinement) employed all her addrefs, in 
order to procure his liberty on more reafonable 
terms. Henry of England interpofed his go6d Jj"*p"f/,|.^ 
offices to the fame purpofe; but both with fo |°5i''*'nW 
little fuccefe, that Francis in defpair took fud* "own. 
denly the refolution of rcfigning his crown with 
all its rights and prerogatives to his fon the 
Dauphin, deteripinihg rather to end his days in 
prifon^ than to purchafe his freedom by con- 
ceffions unwonhy of a King. The deed for 
this purpofe he ilgned with legal formality at 
Madrid, empowering his fifter to carry it into 
" France^ that it might be regiftered in all the 
parliaments of the kingdom 5 and at the fame 
time intimating his intention to the Emperor^ 
he defired him to name the place of his confine- 
ment, and to afliga him a proper number of 
attendants during the rcinaindcr of his days ^ 

This refolution of the French King had ^^"^^ 

^ alarmed* 

great efFeft j Charles began to be fcnfible, that 
by pufliing rigour to cxcefs, he might defeat 
his. own meafures, and inftead of the vaft ad- 

* This paper is publiflied lA Mcmoires Hiftoriques, Sec. 
pax M« FAbbe Raynal, torn. K* p. 15 u 

A a a vantages 



3^6 tHE RElCN OP THE 

B^oK IV. vantages which he hoped to draw from ranfom- 
**77^7^ ing a powerful Monarch, he might at laft find 
in his hands a Prince without dominions or 
revenues. About the fame time, one of the 
King of Navarre's domeftics happened by an 
extraordinary exertion of fidelity, courage, and 
addrefs, to procure his matter an opportunity 
of efcaping from the prifon in which he had 
been confined ever fince the .^ battle of Pavia. 
This convinced the Emperor, that the moft 
vigilant attention of his officers might be eluded 
by the ingenuity or boldnefs of Francis^ or his 
attendants, and one unlucky hour might de- 
prive him of all the advantages which he had 
been fo folicitous to obtain. By thefe confi- 
derations, he was induced to abate fomewhat 
of his former demands. On the other hand, 
Francis's impatience under confinement daily 
increafed ; and having received certain intel- 
ligence of a powerful league forming againft' his 
rival in Italy, he grew more compliant with 
regard to conceflions, trufting, that, if he could 
once obtain his liberty, he would foon be in a 
condition to refume whatever he had yielded. 

TrMtyoV -As thefe were ihft views and fehtiments of 
Madrid. ^he two Monarchs, the treaty which procured 
Francis his liberty was figned at Madrid oft the 
fourteenth of January, one thoufand five hun- 
dred and twency.fix. The article with* regard 

to 
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to Burgundy, which had hitherto created the ^ook iv. 
greateft difficulty, was compromifed, Francis ^r^s?^ 
engaging to reftore that dutchy with all its de- 
pendencies in full fovereignty to the Emper9r j * 
and Charles confenting that this reftitution (hould 
not be niade until the King was fet at liberty : 
in order to fecure the performance of this, as 
well as the other coftditions in the treaty, Francis 
agreed that at that fame inftant he himfelf was 
releafed, he would deliver as hoftages to the 
Empero^,^ his e)deft fon the Dauphin, his fecond 
fou the duke of Orleans, or in lieu of the latter, 
twelve of his principal nobility, to be pamed by 
Charles. The other articles fwclled to a great 
number, and though not of fuch importance, 
were extremely rigorous. Anqiong thefe the 
moft remarkable were, that Francis fhould rp- 
. nounee all his pretenfions in Italy; that he 
fhould difclaim any title which he had to the 
fovereignty of Flanders and Artois ; that within 
fix weeks after his releafe, he ^ould rc^ftore p 
Bourbon and his adherents, all their goods, 
moveable and immoveable; and make them full 
reparation for the damages which they had fuf- 
tained by the confifcation of theqi ; that he 
fliouW ufe his intereft with Henry D*Albrct to 
relinquifh his pretenfions to the crown of IS^a- 
varre, and fliould not for the future affifl: him 
^p any attempt to recover it j that there ftiould 
A a 5 be 
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Book IV. be eftabliflitd between the Emperor ^nd Frandi 
1526, ^ league of perpetual friendlhip and confe- 
deracy, with .a promife of mutual affiftance iq 
every cafe of neceflity, That in corroboration 
of this union, Francis fhould marry the Em* 
■peror's fifter, the Queen Dowager of Portugal ^ 
that Francis (bould caufe all the articles of thk 
treaty to be ratified by the States, and regiftcred 
in the parliaments of his kingdom; that upon 
the Emperor*s receiving this ratification, the 
hoftages flioqld be fet at liberty ; but in their 
place, the duke of Angouleme, die King^s third 
* fon, fhould be delivered to Charles, that in 
order to manifeft, as well as to ftrengthcn thie 
amity between the two Monarchs, he might be 
cdocated at the Imperial court; and that if 
Francis did not, within the time limited, fulfil 
the ftipulations in the treaty, he ihotiM promife, 
Vpon his honour and oath, to return into Spain, 
and to furrender himf^lf again a prifoner Xo the 
Jlmperor \ 

Hentiqienti By this treaty, Charles flattered himfelf that 

wiA rlfjfa he had ^^^ Q"^y effeaually humble^ his rival, 

^ *^*. but that he had taken luch precautions as would 

for ever prevent his re-attaining any jformidabic 

degree of powen The opinion, which the wifeft 

\ Rccucil dc8 Trait, torn, ii, lie. ^ Ulloa Vita dell Cirla 
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politicians forhicd concerning it, was very dif- 
ferent; they could not perfuade themfelv€s that 
trancis, after obtaining his liberty, would exe- 
cute articles againft which be had ftruggled fo 
long, and to which even amidft the horrors 
of captivity he had confented with fuch reluc- 
tance. Ambition and refentmf nt, they knew, 
would confpire in prompting him to violate the 
hard conditions to which he had been con- 
ftrained to fubmit ^ nor would arguments and 
cafuiftry be wanting to reprefcnt that which was 
fo manifeftly advaatagebus, to be neceflTary and 
juft. If one part of Francis's conduct had been 
knowi?, at that time, this opinion might have 
Ijccn founded, not in conjedlure, but in cer- 
tainty. A few hours before he figned the treaty, Frandi 
he affemblcd fuch of his counfcUors as were tcftTagabft 
then in Madrid, and having cxadedfrom them ^Jy*^'^''^ 
a folemn o^th of fecrecy, he made a long enu- 
meration in their prefcnce of the diftionourable 
arts, as ^^IL as unprincely rigour, which the , 
Emperor had employed in order to enfnare or 
intimidate ,^itn. For that reafon, he took a 
formal proteft in the hands of notaries, that his 
confent to tb^e treaty flipuld be confidered as an 
involuntary deed, and be deemed null, and 
void\ By this difingcnuous artifice, for which 
fwn the treatment that he had met with was 

* Recucil de Trait, torn. ii. p. 107, 
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Book IV. no apology, Francis endeavoured to fatisfy hla 
1C26 honour and confcicnce in figning the treaty, 
jind to provide at th? faqie fioie a pretext oa 
'f^hich to brcaH it. 

G^EAT, meanwhile, were the outward demon- 
llrations of love and confidence between the 
^two Monarphs; they appeared oftep tbgethef 
in public J they frequently had long conferences 
\n private; they travelled in the fame litter, and 
joined in the fame amufements. But amidft 
thefe figns of peace ^nd friendlhip, the Emperor 
ftill harboured fufpicion in his mind Though 
the ceremonies of the marriage between Francis 
^nd the Queen of Portugal were performed 
foon after the conclufipn of th^ treaty, Charles 
would not permit him to confummate it until 
the return of the ratification from France. Even 
then Francis was not allowed to be at full 
liberty, his guards were ftill continued; though 
careffedas a brother-inlaw, hcwasftill watched 
ijikeaprifbneri and it was obvious to attentive 
obfervers, that an union, in the very beginning 
pf which there might be difcerned fuch fymp- 
^oms of jealoufy and diftruft, ' could not te 
fOfdial, or of Ipng continuance ^ 

Rttified in About a month after the figning of the 
t^^^ treaty, the Regent's raufication of it w^ brought 

I Qmg. I xvi. 353. ' 
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from France J and that wife Princefs, prefer- 
ring, on this occafion; the publick good to d6- 
meftick affeftion, informed her fon,that, inftead 
of the twelve noblemen named in the treaty, 
flie had fent the duke of Orleans along with 
his brother the JDauphin to the frontier, as the 
kingdom could fufFer nothing by the abfence 
of a child, but muft be left almoft incapable of 
defence, if deprived of its ableft ftatefmen, and 
moft experienced generals, whom Ci>arles had 
artfully lAcliuded in his nomination. At laft TuiSf'tJ? 
Francis took leave of the Emperor, whofe fut, 
picion of the king's fincerity increafing, as the 
time of putting it to the proof approached^ Jic 
endeavoured to bind him ftill fafter by cxaftfng 
new promifes, which, after thofc he had ilfeady 
made, the French monarch was not flow tO 

' grant. He fetoutfr<)m Madrid, a place which 
jhe remembrance of many affliding c^rcum- 
ftances rendered peculiarly odious to' him, wrfh 
the joy natural on fuch an occafion, and began 

'the long-wlflied-for journey towardls his own'' ^^ /"' 
dominions. He was efcorted by % 'bo'dy of 

-horfe under the <onrimand of Alarcon, • who, as *■ ; • 
the Kiiig drew near the frbfttiers ofcFrance, 
guarded him with more fcrupulbus cxa<9tnefs 

' than ever. When he arrived at the river An- 
daye, which feparates the two kingdoms, Lhh- 
free appeared on the oppofite ..bank with a 
g^^rfi of horfe equal in number to Alarcon's, 

Aa 
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Book IV. An empty barfc was moored io the middle .of 

1 526, the ftream ; the attendau-cs drew up in order cp 

the oppofite banks; at the fame inftant, Lannof 

with eight gentlemen put off from the Spanid), 

and Lautrec with the fame number from the 

' . French fide of the river 5 the former had the 

• J^ng in his boat ; the latter, the Dauphin and 

duke of Orleans; they met in the empty veffel; 

;th^ exchange was made in a monien^ : Fraocis, 

after a fhort embrace to his childrjen, leaped 

ii^Q Lautrec's boat, and reached the. French 

(kotfi. He mounted that inftant a Turkilh 

horfe, waved hi3 >hand over his head, and widi 

a joyful voice crying aloud feveral limes, ^ lam 

yet a king," gallppcd full fpegd to St. John 

de Luz, and from thence to Bayon^e. This 

^event, no lefs impatiently defired by tije Fi^^oh 

nadipn than by their monarch, happeoed on the 

.eighteenth of ftdai-ch, a year and twcnty-iwo 

4*ys,after the (fa|al battle of Pavia ". 



TheEttpt- , _^9oy gfter t;hje Emperor had t^t^^n leave of 
riagl widT Franc^, f nd permitted him ta Ijqgin l^is journcf 
I r^toA^ .t^owar4s his o)Arn dominions, he i^jt.puti^r 

I ,^ville, in order to folejiiaize his marriage with 

' JfabcUa, the daughter of En(win»el, Jiic W 

I ^^ing of Portugal, and the fifter of John III. 

.3?hp had fucceeded him in the .tbrpflc of that 

I , f.Sandov/Hill, U 73J. GuictxyiVjS^ 

' ' kingdow* 
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Icingdom. Ifabella was a priacefs of uncotiif .S«ok iVi 
man beauty and actomplilhn^ents ; and as the ^TT^T^ 
Cortes, both in Caftile and Aragon had war.mly 
folicited their fovereign to marry, the choice of 
Q. wife fp yearly allied to the royal blood of 
both kingdoms, was extremely acceptable to 
^is fubjeds. The Portuguefe, fond of this new 
connexion with the firft Monarch in Chriften- 
dom, granted him an extraordinary dowry with 
^fabella, ^mounting to nine hundred thoufand 
4:rowns, a fum, which, from the fituation of 
Jiis affws at that junfture, was of no fmall con- 
-fcquence to the Emperor. The marriage was m^j^, 
celebrated with that fplendoqr and gaiety, which 
43ecame a great and youthful Prince. Charles 
Jived with Ifabella in' perfeft harmony, and 
•tireated her on all ocgaftons with xnqch diftinQ- 
..|ioja and regafd% 

Purging thefe tranfaftions, Charles could Affa?r«<if 
hardly give any attention to the affairs of Ger- ^«°>"J'^ 
many, though it was torn in pieces by commo- 
tions, which threatened the moft dangerous cott- 
fequeiice^/ By the feudal inftitutions, which 
ftill fubfifted almoft unimpaired in the Empire, 
the property of lands was vetted in the Princes 
find frce-barons, Their vaflals Keld of them by cnVvaneci 

of the pe^if 

^ UUoa Vita di Carlo V, ^. io6. Belcarins Com. Rer» 
> Gallic, p, 565, iSp^daUnqy ^. StiHiv, Corp. Hift. Gem» H. 
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Book IV. the ftrijfteft -SHid moft limited tenures; while 
,-2^^ the great body of the people was kept in a 
.ftate but little removed from abfolute fervitude; 
In fome places of Germany, people of the loweft 
clafs were fo entirely in the power of their 
mafters, as to be fubjeft to perfonal and do- 
meftick flavery, the moft rigorous form of that 
wretched ftate. In other provinces, particularl/ 
in Bohemia and Lufatia, the peafants were 
bound to remain on the lands to which -they 
belonged, and making part of the eftate, were 
transferred like any other property from one 
hand to another. Even in Suabia, and the 
countries on tlje banks of the Rhine, where their 
.condition was moft tolerable, the peafants not 
only paid the' full rent of their farms to the 
landlord; but if they chofe either to change the 
place of their abode, or to follow a new pro* 
'^fl5on,. they ^erc obliged to purchafe this pri- 
vilege at a certain price. Befides this, all grants 
of lands to. peafants expired at their death, 
withovi{: defcending to their jpoflerity. Upon 
thafjevent, the landlord had a right fothebcft 
of their cattle, as weir as of their furniture; 
.;and their heirs, iq order to obtain a renewal of 
the grant, were obliged to pay large fums by 
way of fine. Thefecxadlions, though grievous, 
were born with patience, becaufe the;^ were cuf- 
tomary and ancient : Bjut when the progrefsof 
, elegance and luxury, as well as the changes ia-r 

trpduce4 
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troduccd into the art of war, came to increafe ^^^ l^» 
the cxpence of government, and made it neccf- ,53,5^ 
lary for Princes to levy occafional or ftated 
taxes on their fubjeds, fuch impofitipns being 
new, appeared intolerable; and in Germany, 
thefe duties being laid chiefly upon beer, wine, 
*and other neceflaries of life, afFefted the com- 
mon people in the moft fenfible manner. The 
.addition of fuch a load to their former burdens, 
drove them to defpair. It was to the valour 
infpired by refentment againfl: impofitions of 
this kind, that the Swifs owed the acquifition of 
their liberty in the fourteenth century. The 
fame caufe had excited the peafants in feveral 
other provinces of Germany to rebel againfl: 
their fuperiors towards the end of the fifteenth 
and beginning of the fixtefenth centuries ; ^nd 
though thefe infurredions were not attended 
with like fucccfs, they could not, however, be 
quelled without much difficulty and bloodfhed^ 

By thefe checks, the fpirit of the peafants their infor-~ 
was overawed rather than fubdued; and their swbu/° 
grievances multiplying continually, they ran to 
arips, this year, with the moft frantick rage. 
Their firft appearance was near Ulm in Suabia. 
The peafants in the adjacent country flocked to 
their ftandard with the ardour and impatience 

f Seck^nd. lib. iL p. 2. 6. 

natural 
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*ooK IV* natural to men, who having groaned long undfef 
^^"^'-^ Opprefflon, beheld at laft fome profped of dc- 
*^^ * liverance-, and the contagion fpreading ^ from 
province to province^ reached almoft every part 
of Germany. Wherever they came,^ they plun- 
dered the monaftericsj wafted the lands of their 
fuperiors; razed their caftles, and maflacred 
without mercy all perfons of noble birth who 
were fo unhappy as to fail into their hands ^ 
, Having intimidated their oppreffors, as the/ 
imagined, by the violence of thefe proceedings, 
they began to confider what would be the moft 
proper and effeftual method of fecuring them- 
felves for the future from their tyrannical ci* 
adtiona. With this view, they drew up and 
publiftied a memorial, containing all their de- 
mands, and declared, that while arms were iii 
their hands, they would either perfuade or oblige 
the nobles to give them full fatisfadion with 
regard to thefe. The chief articles were, that 
they might have liberty to chufe their own paf* 
tors^ that they might be freed from the pay* 
ment- of all ty thes except thofe of corn 5 that 
they might no longer be confidered as the (laves 
or bondmen of their fuperiors j that the liberty 
of hunting and fifhing might be common ; that 
the great forefls might not be regarded as pri; 

V Petr, Crinitus de Bello Rullicano, ap. Frehcr.. Script* 
Rer« Germ. Argent. i7r7« vol. iii* p. 2434 
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^tc property, but be open for the ufc rf all'*, BookIV* 
ihat they might be delivered froth the unufual ' ^-^g. 
burden of taxes under which they laboured; 
that the adminiftration of juftice might be ren- 
dered kfs rigorous and more impartial 5 that 
the encroachments of the nobles upon meadows 
and commons might be retrained % 

Many of thefe demands were iextremely rea* Qgeiie#^ 
fonable; and being urged by fuch formidable 
numbers, might have met with fome redrefs. 
But tho& vaft unwieldy bodies, afTembled in 
different places^ had neither union, npr condufi:; 
nor vigour. Being led by perfons of the loweft 
rank, without Ikill in war, or knowledge of 
what was neccflary for accompliftiing their dc- 
figns; all their exploits were diftinguilhed. only 
by a brutal and unmeaning fury. To oppofe 
this, the princes and nobles of Suabia and the 
Lower Rhine, raifed their vaflals, and attack- 
ing fome of the mutineers with open force, and 
others by furprize, cut to pieces or difperfed 
all who jnfeftcd thofe provinces ; ;fo that the 
pcafants, after ruining the open country, and 
lofing upwards of twenty thoufand of their aflb- 
ciates in the field, were obliged to return to 
their habitations with Icfs hope tha^ ever of 
'relief from their grievances '. 

^ Sleid. Hift, p. 90* ' Seckcnd. lib.ii. p. la. Pctr» 

dnbdalias de Rufticanorum Tumulcu in Germania, ap« 
S€ard. Script, vol, ii^ p* 13 1> &c« 

These 
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Book IV. These commotions happened at firft in pro** 
1/26. T^nccs of Germany where Luther's opinions had 
i!!r*Jai"n ^^^^ little progrefs j and being excited wholly 
in Thurin. by poUticai caufes, had no connieftion with the 
difputed points in religion. But the frenzy 
reaching at laft thofe countries in which the Re* 
formation was eftabliflicd,* derived new ftrength 
from circumftances peculiar to them, and rofe 
to a ftill greater pitch of extravagance. The 
'Reformation, wherever it was received, increafcd 
that bold and innovating fpirit to which it owed 
'its birth. Men who had the courage to over- 
turn a fyftem fupported by every thing which 
can command refpcft or reverence, were not to 
be overawed by any authority, how great or 
venerable foever. ' After having been accuf- 
tomed to confidcr themfclves as judges of th^ 
moft important dodlrines in religion, to examine 
thefe freely, and to rcjeft, without fcruple, what 
appeared to them erroneous, it was natural for 
them to turn the fame daring and inquifitivfi 
eye towards government, and to think of refii- 
fying whatever diforders or impeffeftions were 
difcovered there. As religious abufes had been 
reformed in fevcral places without the pcrmif- 
fion of the magiftrate, it was an eafy tranfitioft 
to attempt the redrcfs of political grievances ifl 
the fame manner. 
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N(i footer, theiij did the fpiritof rerolt break ^^^ ^^* 
out in Thuringia, a ^province fubjeft to the ^"7?^6?^ 
Eieftor of Saxony, the inhabitants of which ^^'^^u' 
Mrere moftly converts to Lutheranifm, than it 
affumed a new and more dangerous form, Tho^ 
mas Muneer, one of Luther's difciplcs, having 
icilabliflied himfelf in (hat country, had acquired 
9. wonderful afcendant over the minds of the 
people. He propagated among them the wildeft 
mid moft enthufiaftick notions^ but fuch as tended 
manifeftly to infpire theryi with bbldhefs^ and 
lead them to fedition. ^^ Luther, he told themj» 
had done more hurt than fervice to religion* 
He had, indeed, refcued the church from the '^Mr hh» 
yoke of Popery, but his doctrines encouraged, ^'* ^"''' 
''jand his life fet an example of the utmoft licen** 
tioufnefs of manners. In order to avoid vice^ 
fays he, men muft praftife perpetual mortifi- 
cation. They muft put on a grave countenance^ 
fpeak little, wear a plain garb, and be ferious 
in their whole deportment. Such as prepare 
their hearts in this manner, may exped that the 
Supreme Being will diredt all their fteps^ and 
by fome vifible fign difcover his will to them ; 
if that illumination be at any time withheld^ 
vre may expoftulate with the Almighty, Who 
deals with uvfo harlhly, and remind him of his 
promifes. This expoftulation and anger will 
be highly acceptable to God, and will at laft 
Vot. 11. B b prevail 
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Book IV. prevail On him to guide us ^ith the ftm€ uner- 
1526. ring hand which conduQ:ed the patriarchs of 
old. Let us beware, however^ of offendiflg him 
' by our arrogance ; but as all men are equal in 
his eye, kt them return to that condition of 
equality in which he formed them, and having 
all thirds in cortimon, let them live together 
like brethren, without any marks of fubordina- 
tion or preeminence *• 

Extravagant as thefc tenets were, riicjr 
nattered lb many paflions in the human heart, 
as to make a deep impreffion. Tp aim at no- 
thing more than abridging the power of the 
nobility, was now confidered as a trifling apd 
partial reformation, not worth the contending 
for; it was propofed to level every diflinaioB 
among mankind, and by aboliftiing property, to 
reduce them to their natural -ftate of equality, 
in which all (hould receive their fubfiftence from 
one common ftock. Muncer affured them, that 
the defign was approved of by heaven, and that 
the Almighty had in a dream afcertained him 
of its fuccefs. The peafants fet about the cxe- 
clition of it, not only with the rage which ani- 
mated thofe of their order in other parts of Ger- 
many, but with the ardour which enthufiafm in- 
spires. They depofed the magiftrates in all th« 

* S^ckend. lib, ii^ p. 13, Sleid. Hift, p. 83, 
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fckies of which they-were maftersj feizcd the Booic iv* 
lands of the nobles, and obliged ftifch of them ,52^, 
as they got into their hands, to put on the drefe 
commonly wbrn by peafants^ ahd inftfe'ad of their 
former titles, to be fatistied With the appellation 
given to people in thfe loweft clafs of life. Vaft 
numbers engaged in this wild undertaking ; but 
Muncer, their leadef and their prophet, was 
deftitute of the abilities neceffary for conduifting 
It. . He had all the extravagaocei but not the 
courage, which enthuCiafts ufually poflefs. It 
iwas with difficulty he could be perfuaded to , 
take the field ; and though he foon drew toge^ 
iber eight thouland men, he fuffered himfelf to 
be fur rounded by a body of Cavalry under th$ 
-command of the Elcftor of Saxony, the Land- 
grave of Hefle, and Duke of Brunfwick. Thefe 
Princes, unwilling to flied the blood of their de* 
luded fubjefts, fent a young nobleman to their 
camp, with the offer of a general pardon, if 
-they would immediately lay down their arms> 
and deliver up the authors of the iedition^ 
-Muncer^ alarmed at this, began to harangue his 
-followers with his ufual vehemence^ exhorting 
^thern not 4X) truft thefe deceitful promifcs of 
'their opprcffors, nor to defert tjie caufe of God^ 
find of Chriftian liberty* 

But the fenfe of prefcnt (danger making % Vt^^^n%^~ 
iJeeper imprcflion on the peafants than his clo- ' '*^^ ' 
B b a quence^ 
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quence, confuGon and terror were vtfiblc' in 
,.',^~ every face, when a rainbow, which was the em- 
blem that the mutineers had painted on their 
colours^ happenijng to appear in the clouds, 
Muncer, with admirable pfefence of mind, laid 
hold of that incideaty and fuddenly raifmg his 
eyes and hands towards heaven, ** Behold," 
cries he, with an elevated voice, *' the fign 
*' which God has given. There is the pledge 
" of your fafety, and a token that the wicked 
" (hall be deftroycd.** The fanatical multitude 
fet up inftantly a great Ihout, as if viftory had 
been certain j and palling in a moment from 
one extreme to another, maflacred the unfor- 
tunate nobleman who had come with the offer 
of pardon, and demanded to be led towards the 
enemy. The Princes enraged at this Ihocking 
violation of the laws of war, advanced with no 
May 15. lefs impetuofity, and began the attack ; but the 
' behaviour of the peafants in the combat was not 
fuch as might have been expedted either from 
their ferocity or confidence of fuccefs 5 ap un- 
, difciplined rabble was no equal match for well- 
trained troops 5 above five thoufand were flain 
in the field, almoft without making reliftance} 
the reft fled, and among the foremoft Muncer 
their general. He was taken next day, and be- 
ing condemned to fuch punilhments as his crimes 
had defervedj he fufFered them with a^poor and 

daftardly 
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daftardly fpirit. His death put an end to the Book IV. 
infurreftions of the peafants which had filled ^^^^ 
Germany with fuch terror S buttheenthufiafticlf; 
notions which he had fcattcred were not extir- 
pated, and produce^, not long after, efFefts mor? 
IQcmorable, a3 well as more extravagant. 

DuiiiNG thefe commotions, Luther a£led ^uther't 
with exemplary prudence and moderation ; like and prudent 
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a common parent, folicitous about the welfare 
of both parties, without fparing the faults or 
errors of either. On the one hand, he addrefled 
a monitory difcourfe to the nobles, exhorting 
' them to treat their dependents with greater 
humanity and indulgence. On thp other, he 
feverely cenfured the feditious fpirit of the pea- 
fants, advifing them not to murmur at hardfhips 
infeparable frpm their condition, nor to feel^ 
for redrcfs by any but legal means ". 

Luther's famous marriage with Catharine Hismar* 
a Boria, a nun of a noble family, who, having ^^^' 
thrown oflf the veil, had fled from the cloifter, 
happened this year, and wa^ far from meeting 
with the fame approbation. Even his moft de- 
voted followers thought J:his ftep indecent, at a 
time when his country was involved in fo niany 

* SIeid« Hid. p« 84, Seckend. lib ii. p. 12. Gnodaliai 
Yumuli. Ruftican, 155. " Sleid^ Hift. p. 87. 
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Book IV. calamities -, . while his enemies atvtt mentioned 
1526. ^t with any fofter appellation than that of in* 
eeftuous or profane. Luther himfclf wai fen* 
lible of the impreflion which it had made to hii 
difadvantage i but being fatisfied with his own 
conduf^;, he bore the ceiifure of ^ his friettdsji 
.and the reproaches of his adverfariesi, with his 
ufual fortitude % 

This year the Reformation loft its firft prcK 
teftor, Frederick, Eledor of Sa^^ony ; but the 
blow was the lefs fenfibly felt, as he was fuc- 
Vnj J.' ceeded by his brother John, a more avowed and 
zealous, ^though lefs able patron of Luther an4 
his doftrines. 

Pruffia, Another event happened about the ftnw 

from the time, which, as it occafioned a cOnfidcrabk 
wdcjfr I change in the ftate of Germany, muft be tracea 
back to its fource. While the frenzy of the 
Crufades poflefled all Europe during the twelfth 
and thirteenth centuries, feveral orders of reli* 
gious knightht)od were founded in defence of 
the Ghriftian faith againft Heathens and In- 
fidels. Among thefe the Teutonick order i? 
Germany was one of the moft illuftrious, the 
Icnights of which diftinguilhed themfelves greatly 
jn all the wild enterppizes carried on in the 

» Seckend. lib. li. p. 15, 
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Holy Land. Being driven at laft from their Book IV. 
fcttlements in tlie eaft, they were obliged to ,^26. 
return to their native country* Their zeal and 
valour were too impetuou5 to remain long 
inadtive. They invaded, on very flight pre- 
tencesy the province of Pruffia, the inhabitants 
of which were ftill idolaters; and having com- 
pleted the conqueft of it about the middle of 
.the thirteenth century, held it many years as a 
, fief depending on the crown of Poland. Fierce 
contefts arofe during this period, between the 
grand matters of the order, and the Kings of 
Poland; the former ftruggling for indepen- 
dence, while the latter aflerted their right of 
fovercigmy with great firmnefs. Albert, a 
Prince of the houfe of Brandenburgh, who was 
clefted grand matter in the year one thoufand 
five hundred and eleven, engaging keenly in 
this quarrel, maintained a long war with Sigif- 
mund. King of Poland ; but having become 
an early convert to Luther's doftrines, this gra* 
dually leflened his zeal for the interefts of his 
fraternity, fo that he took the opportunity of 
the confufions in the Empire,, and the abfence 
of the Emperor, to conclude a treaty with 
SigifmuricI, greatly to his private emolument. 
By it, that part of Pruflia which belonged to 
the Tt^utonick order, was erefted into a fecular 
And hereditary dutchy, and the inveftiture of it 
V Bb 4' granted 
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granted to Albert, who, in return, bound hifrt-i . 
fclf to do homage for i; tg the Kings of Poland 
as their vaflal. Immediately after this, he made 
publick profeflion of the reformed religion, and 
tnatried a Princefs: qf Denmark. The Teutonick 
knights e5(claimed fo Ipudly againft the treachery 
of their grand mafter, that he was put under 
the ban of the Empire ; but he ftill kept pof- 
feffion of the province which he had ufurped, 
and trafifmitjted it to his pofterity. In procefs 
,pf time this rich inheritance fell to the elefboral 
branch of the faniily, all dependence on the 
(:rown of Poland was ihaken off, and the Mar- 
graves of Brand^nburgh, having affumed the 
title of Kings of Pruffia, have not only rifen to 
an equality with the firft Princes in Germany, 
but take their rank among the great Monarchy 
of Europe 5:, 

Firft fnei- Upon the rctum of the French King to his 

fures of the ^ ^ o 

Ftench dominions, the eyes of all the powers in Europe 

King upon i • • 

bit return were fixed upon him, that, by obferving his firft 

tt> fiance. . , . , r -1 

motions, th^y might torm a judgment concern- 
ing his fubfequent conduft. They were not 
held long in fufpence, Francis, as fpon as he 
arrived at Bayonne, wrote to the King of Eng- 
land, thanking him for his zealous and affec- 

7 Sleid. Hill. pr. 98. Pfcffel Abrcj;^ de Thift. dc Drojt 
fubl. p, 605, ^Q. 
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tfonate intcrpofition in his favour, to which he Book l\^ 
acknowledged that he owed the recovery of his ^^26. 
liberty. Next day the Emperor's ambafladors 
demanded audience, and, in their mafter*s name 
required him to iffue fuch orders as were neeef- 
fary for carrying the treaty of Madrid into 
immediate and full execution ; he coldly an- 
fwered, that though for his own part he deter- 
mined religiouQy to perform all that he had 
promifed, the treaty contained fo many articles 
relative not to himfelf alone, but afFeding the 
intcrefts of the French monarchy, that he could 
not take any farther ftep without confulting the 
States of his kingdom, and that fome time 
would be neceffary in order to reconcile their 
minds to the hard conditions which he had 
confentedto ratify*. This reply was confidered 
as no obfcure difcoVery of his being refolved 
to elude the treaty ; and the compliment paid . 
to Henry, appeared 'a very proper ftep towards 
fecuring the affiftance of that Monarch in the 
war with the Emperor, to which fuch a refo- 
lution would certainly give rife. Thefe circum- 
ftances, added to the explicit declarations which 
Francis made in fecret to the ambafladors from 
feveral of the Italian powers, fully fatisfied 
them that their conjeftures with regard to his 
ponduA had been juft, and that inftcad of in* 

* Mem. de Bellay, p. 97. 

tepding 
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tending to execute an unreafonable treaty, &c 
was eager to feize the firft opportunity of re- 
venging thftfe injuries which had compelled him 
to feign an. approbation of it. Eittn the doubts, 
and fears, and fcruples which ufed, on other 
occafions, to hold Clement in a ftate of uncer- 
tainty, were dl0ipated by Francis's feeming im- 
patience to break through all his engagements 
with the Emperor. The fituation, indeed, of 
affairs in Italy at that time, did not allow the 
Pope to hefitate long. Sforza was ftiil befieged 
by the Imperialifts in the caftle of Milan. That 
feeble Prince, deprived now of Morane's advice, 
and unprovided with every thing neceffary fiw 
defence, found means to inform Clement and 
the Venetians, that he muft foon furrcndcr, if 
they did not come to his relief. The Imperial 
troops, as they had received no . pay fince the 
battle of Pavia, lived at difcretion in the Mila- 
nefe, levying fuch exort)itan.t contributions in 
that dutchy, as amounted, if.wc may rely on 
Guicciardini's c^lculatipn, to no lefs a fum than 
jfive thoufand ducats a day""^ nor was it to be 
doubted, but that the foldiers, as foon as the 
caftle fhould fubmit, would chufe to leave a 
ruined country which hardly afforded them fub- 
fiftence, that they might take poffeffion of more 
jpomfortable quarters in the fertile and w* 

* Gojic. U xvii. 360. 
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touched territories of the Pope and Venetians, Booic iv. 
The. afliftance of the French King was the only ^"7*^6*^ 
thing which could either fave Sforza, or enable 
them to proteft their own dominioos from the 
infults of the Imperial troops. 

For thefe reafons, the Pope, the Venetians, ^ j 
und doke of Milan, were equally impiatieht to [^'^^^^^ 
come to an agreement with Francis, who, on Empew, 
his part, was ho lefs defirous of acquiring fuch 
a confiderable acceflion both of ftrength and 
reputation as fuch a confederacy would bring 
along with it. The chief objefts of this alli- 
ance, which was concluded at Cognac on the 
twenty- fecond of May, ^though kept fecret for 
Ibme time, were to oblige the Emperor to fet 
at liberty the French King's fons, upon pay- 
ment of a reafonable ranfom; and to re*eftabli(h 
Sforza in the quiet poffeffion of the Milanefe. 
If Charles fhould refufe either of thefe, the 
eontrafting parties bound themfelves to bring 
into the field an army of thirty-five thoufand 
rn^n, with which, after driving the bpaniards 
Out of the Milanefe, they would attack the 
Jcingdom of Naples, The King of England 
Was declared Proteftor of this league, which 
they dignified With the name of Hofy, becaufe 
the Pope was at the head of it; and in order 
to allure Henry more cfFedlually, a principality 
in the kingdom of Naples^ of thirty thoufand 
"» ducats 
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Book IV, ducats yearly revenue, was to be fettled on 
\/^ ^ him 5 and lands to the value of ten thoufand 
ducats on Wolfcy his favourite K 

The Pope No fooncr was this league concluded, than 

FVwcft* Clement, by the plenitude of his papal power, 

wtik tt^'oii. abfolved Francis from the oath which he had 

SJ«V^ taken to obferve the treaty of Madrid ^ This 

lOAdiid, right, how pernicious foever in its eftefts, and 

dcftruftivc of that integrity which is the bafis 

of all tranfa£lions among men, was the natural 

confequences of tKe powers which the Popes 

arrogated as the infallible vicegerents of Chrift 

upon earth. But as, in virtue of this pretended 

prerogative, they had often difpenfed with 

obligations which were held facred, the inter^ft 

of fome men, and the credulity of others led 

them to im^ln? that the decifions of a fove«r 

reign pontiff authorized or juftified actions which 

would, otherwife, h^y^ been criminal and im^ 

pious. 

Thetmpe. Mbanwhile thc difcovcry of Francis's ith 

f Off alarmed* 

tention to elude the treaty of Madrid, lilled tho 
Emperor with a variety of difquieting thoughts^ 
He had treated an unfortunate prince with the 
moft ungenerous rigour ; he had difplayed an . 

*P. Heoter. Rer. Auftr. lib. ix. c. 3. p." 217. Bccocil 
dc8 Trait, ii. 124. « Goldaft. Polit. ImfcmU 

|>. 1002. Tdihv. Hid; p. 7o« 

Infatiablo 
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infatiablc ambition in all his ncgociations with Book 1V» 
his prifoncr : He knew what ccnfurcs the former 1^6* 
had drawn upon him, and what apprehenfions 
the latter had excited in every court of Europe j 
nor had he reaped from the meafures which he 
purfued, any of thofe advantages which poll- 
ticians are apt to confider as an excufefor the 
mod criminal conduft, and a compenfation for 
the fevercft reproaches. Francis was now out 
of his hands, and not one of all the mighty 
confequences which he had expedted from the 
treaty that fct him at liberty, was likely to take 
place. His raihnefs in relying fo far on, his 
own judgment as to truft to the fincerity of the 
French King, in oppofition to the fentimcnts of 
his wifeft minifters, was now apparent; and he 
cafily conjeftured, that the Tame confederacy, • 
the dread of which had induced him to fee 
Francis at liberty, would now be formed againfl: 
him • with that gallant and incenfed Monarch 
at its head. Self-condemnation and ihame, on 
account of what was pad, with anxious appre* 
henfions concerning what might happen, were 
the neceffary refult of thefc reflcftions on his 
own condud and fituation. Charles, however, 
was naturally firm and inflexible in all his mea- 
fures. To have receded fuddenly from any 
article in the treaty of Madrid, would have been 
a plain confeflion of imprudence, and a palpable 

fymptom 
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fymptotn of fear; he determined tfaerefoM, 
that it was moft fuitable to his dignity, to iofift, 
«^hatever might be the con&queoces^ on the 
ftrua execution of the treaty, and particularly 
not to accept of any thing which might be 
offered as an equivalent for the reftitution of 
Burgundy ^ . 

itequires I^ confequcnce of this refolution, he ap«>^ 

perform ^^ poitttcd Lannoy and Alaroon to repair, as his 
teouci**^ ambaffadors, to the court of France, and for- 
njally to fummon the King either to execute the 
treaty with the Cncerity that became him, Or to 
return, according to his oath, a prifoner to 
Madrid. Inftead of giving them an immediitc 
anfwcr, Francis admitted the deputies of the 
dates of Burgundy to an audience in their pr^ 
fence. They humbly reprefented to him, that 
he had exceeded the powers veiled in a King of 
France when he confcnted to alienate thw 
country from the crown, the domains of which 
he was bound by his coronation oath to preferve 
entire and unimpaired. Francis, in return, 
thanked them for their attachment to ^s crown, 
and intreatcd them, though very faintl)^, to 
remember the obligations which he lay under 
to fulfil his engagements with the Emperor. 
The deputies affuming an higher tone, declared 

* Guic# 1. xvii. 366. " 

that 
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that tlicy would not obey commands which they Book IV. 
confidered as illegal ; and if he ihould abandon '"T^'^*^ 
them to the enefnies of France, they had fc- 
folved to deftnd themfelves to the beft of their 
power, with a firm purpofe rather to perifh than 
fubmit to a foreign dominion. Upon which 
Francis turning towards the Imperial ambafla- hu anrwci; 
dors, reprcfented to them the impoflibility o£ 
performing what he had unertaken, and oflered^ 
in lieu of Burgundy, to pay the Emperor two 
millions of crowns. The Viceroy and Alarcon, 
who eafily perceived that the fcene to which 
they had been witnefles, was concerted between 
the King and his fubjeSs in order to impofe 
upon them, fignified to him their matter's fixed 
refolution not to depart in the fmallcft point 
from the terms of the treaty, and withdrew*. 
Before they left the kingdom, they had the 
mortification to hear the holy league againft 
the Emperor publiflied with great folemnity. Juw n. 

Charles no fooner received- an account of t.. « 
this confederacy than he exclaimed in the moft ror'e pre. 
publick manner, and in the harflieft terms,agaiQft foV wi7 
Francis, as a Prince void of faith, and of 
honour. He complained no lefs of Clement, 
^^botn he folicited in vain to abandon his new 

- « Belcar. Comment, de Reb. Gal. 573. Mem. de Bel- 
lay, 97 . 

alhes J 
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Book IV. allies*, he accufed him of ingratitude J he taxed 

"^iczfi/ ^*^ ^^^^ ^^ ambition unbecoming his cha* 
racier j he threatened him not only with all the 
vengeance which the power of an Emperor caa 
inflift, but by appealing to a general council, 
called up before him air the terrors arifing from 
the authority of thofe aflcmblies fo formidable 
to the papal fee. It was neceflary, however, 
to oppofe fomething elfe than reproaches and 
threats to the powerful conibinatipn formed 
againft him j and the Emperor, prompted by fo 
many paflions, did not fail to exert Ijimfelf with 
imufual vigour, in order ta fend fupplies not 
only of men, but of money, which was ftiJI 
wore needed, into Italy. 



FeeMc fif^ On the other hand, the efforts of the cdnfede- 
the confe. ratcs bofe no proportion to that animofity ^gainft 
the Emperor with which they feemed to enter into 
the holy league. Francis, it was thought, wouW 
have infufcd fpirit and vigour into the whole body, 
He bad his loft honour to repair, many injuric3 
to revenge, and the ftation among the Prince 
of Europe from which he fi^ fallen to recover 
From all thefe powerful incitements, added to 
the natural impetuofity of his temper, a war 
more fierce and bjgody than any that he h^ 
hitherto made upon his rival, was cxpcdcd. 
But Francis had gone through fuch a fcene of 
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diftrcfij »nd tfec impreflion k had made was Book IV# 
ftiU fo frtAi in his memory, that he was become ,-2^. 
diffident of Wmfelf, diftruftful of fortuhe, and 
defiroOs of tranquillity. To procure the releafe 
of bis fons, and to avoid the reftkution of Bun 
gundy by paiying fome reafonable equivalent, 
iwfe his chief objcdte ; and for the fake of thefe, 
ha would wi^Uingly have facriBced Sforza and 
the liberties of Ftalyto the Emperor He flattef- 
6d himfelf that the dread of the confederacy which 
he had formed would of itfelf induce Charles 
Co Hften to What was equitdl^le ; and was afraid 
of employmg any conliderable force for the re- 
lief of the Milanefe, left his allies, whom he 
had often found to be more attentive to their 
own intereft, th^ri punctual in fuifilUng their 
engagements, fhould abandon him as foon as the 
Imperialifts were driven out of that country, and 
deprive his negociations with the Emperor of 
that weight which they derived from his being 
at the head of a powerful league. In the mean 
time the caftlc of Milan' was prefled more clofely 
than ever, and Sforza was now reduced to the 
lafl: extremity. The Pope and Venetians, truft- 
ing !K> Francis's concurrence, commanded their 
troops to take the field, in order to relieve him > 
and an army more than fufficient for that 
fervice was foon formed. The Milanefe, paf* 
fionately attached to their unfortunate duke. 
Vol. II. C c and 
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and no lefs exafpecated agalnft the ImperiaUftSt 
who had oppreflcd them fo cruelly, were ready 
to aid the confederates in all their enterprizes. 
But the duke d'Urbino, their general, naturally 
flow and indecifive, and reftrained, befides, by 
his ancient enmity to the family of Medici, 
from taking any ftep thac might aggrandize or 
add reputation to the Pope \ loft fomc oppor- 
tunities, and rcfufed to improve others, of 
attacking the Imperialids,. ffnd raifing the fiege. 
Thefe delays gave Bourbon time to bring up a 
reinforcement of frefli troops, and a fupply of 
July *4, money. He immediately took the command 
of the army, and pu(hed on the fiege with fuch 
vigour, as quickly obliged Sforza to furrendcr, 
who retiring to Lodi, which the confederates 
had furprized, left Bourbon in full pofleffion 
of the reft of the dutchy, the inveftiture of which 
the Emperor had promifed to grant him ^ 

Djfqo? tude The Italians began now to perceive the game 
li^iA powers, which Francis had played, and to be fenfible 
that, notwithllanding all their addrefs, and re- 
finements in negociation, which they boafted 
of as talents peculiarly their own, they had for 
once been over- reached in thofe very arts by a 
tramontane Prince. He had hitherto thrown 
almoft the whole burden of the war upon them, 

' Guic. I* xvii. 382. t Guic4 1« xvii. 376, &c. 

taking 
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taking advantage of their cfibrts,^ in order to Book IV. 
enforce the propofals which he often renewed ^^^^6?^ 
at the court of Madrid for obtaining the liberty 
of his fons. The Pope and Venetians cxpoftu- 
lated and complained ^ ; biit as they were not 
able to rouze Francis from his iniftivityi their 
own zeal and vigour gradually ablated, and 
ClemOTt, having already gone farther than his : 
timidity ufually permitted him, began^to accufe 
himfelf of ralhnefs, and to relapfe into his na* 
tural.ftate of doubt and uncertainty. 

• All the Emperor's motions depending on Meaftjreiof 
himfelf alone, were more brifk and better con- ^ «aUftN 
certed. The narrowhefs of his revenues, in- 
deed, did not allow him to make any fudden or 

great efFort in the field, but he abundantly fup* 
plied that defeft by his intrigues and negocia* 
tions. The family of Colonna, the moft power- ' 
ful of all the Roman barons, had adhered uni- 
formly to the Ghibelineor Imperial fadtion, dur* 
ihg thofe fierce contentions between the Popes 
and Emperors, which, for feveral ages, filled 
Italy and Germany with difcord and bloodfhcd. 
Though the caufes which at firft gave birth to 
thefe deftrudivc faftions exifted no longer, and 
the rage with which they had been animated 

* Rufcclli Lcttcrc dc Pnncipi, ii, I57, &c. 159, 160— 
166. 
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Book IV. Was m a great mcafure fpcnt, the Colonnafe ftill 
^1526^' Whined their attachment to the Imperial intereft, 
and by placing themfelvcu under the prote&iofi 
of the Emperors, fccured the quiet pofleflion of 
their own territories and privileges. The Car* 
dinal Pompeo Colonna, a maa of a turbulent 
and ambitiooi temper, ^at that time the head of 
the family; had long been Cfement's rira), to 
whofe influence in the laft cohclave he imputed 
the difapporntment of all his fchemes for at- 
taining the papal dignity^ of which^ from hi^ 
known conneftion with the Emperor, he thought 
himfelf fecurew This was too great an injoxy 
to an afpiring mind ever to be fofigiven ; and 
tbobgh he bad diflembled his refeatment fo far 
a) to vote for Clement at his election,: and tp ac* 
cept of greiat offices in his court, he waited with 
the utmofl: impatience for am opportunity of 
being revenged. . Don Hugo di Moocada,, the 
Imperial ambafl^dpr at Rome, who was no 
ftranger to thefe fentiments, eafily perfuaded 
him, that now was the time^ while all the papal 
troops were eimpbyed in Lombardy, to attenfipt 
fomelhing whrch would at once avenge his own 
wrongs, and be of ^eiiential fervkre €0 the £m^ 
peror his patron. The Pope, however, whofe 
timidity rendered him quidk^hted^ ^vas fb ac« 
tentive to their operations, and began to be 
alarmed fo early, that he might have drawn to- 
gether 
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gctbcr troops fufficient to have difconcertcd all Book I V, 
Colonna's meafures. But Moncada a;T)ufcd him ^~fX^ 
{o artfully with negocUtions, promifcS} and falfe 
intelligence, that he lulled afleep all his fufpi- 
cions, and prevented his taking any of the .pre- 
cautions ncceffary for his fafety; and to the 
eternal difgrace of a prince poffeffed of great 
power, as well as renowned for political wifdom, 
.Colonna, at the head of three thoufand men, 
feized one o( the gates of his capital, while he, ^«p*- *t'^ 
imagining himfelf to be in perfect fecurity, was nasbccoa>t 
altogether unprepared for refifling fuch a feeble Romt? 
enemy. The inhabitants of Rome permitted. 
Colonna's troops, from whom they apprehended 
iio injury, to advance without oppofition ; the 
Pope's guards weredifperfed in a moment 5 and 
Clement hiqifelf, terrified at the danger, alham- 
cd of his own credulity, and deferted by almoft 
every perfon, fled with precipitation into the 
caftle of Su Aogelo, which was imtncdiately in- 
vcfted. The palace of the Vatican, the church 
of St. Peter,* and the houfes of the Pope's mini- 
sters and fervants, were plundered in the moft 
licentious manner; the reft of the city was left 
unmolcfted. Clement, deftitute of every thing 
nccefTary either for fubfiftence or defence, wa3 
foon obliged to demand a capitulation; and 
Moncada, being admitted into the caftle, pre- Accommo- 
fcribcd to him> with all the haughtinefs of a twlw!!!; 
Ccj. conqueror, ^^^p;^;;?^ 
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Book IV. conqueror, conditions which it was not in hif 
1526. power to rejeft. The chief of thefe was, That 
Clement Ihould not only grant a full pardon to 
the Colonnas, but receive them into favour, and 
immediately withdraw all the troops in his pay 
from the army of the confederates in Lom- 
-• bardy ^ 

The Colonnas, who talked of nothing lefs 
than of depofing Clement, and of placing Pom- 
peo, their kinfman, in the vacant chair of St. 
Peter^- exclaimed loudly againft a treaty which 
left them at the mercy of a Pontiffjuftly incenfed 
againft them. But Moncada, attentive only to 
his mailer's intereft, paid little regard to their 
complaints, and by this fortunate meafure, broke 
entirely the power of the confederates. 

Theimpe, While the army of the confederates fufFcrcd 

rial 

rcijiforTcd, f^^^ ^ confiderable diminution, the Imperialifts 
' received two great reinforcements; one from 
Spain, under the conimand of Lannoy and Alar- 
con, which amounted to fix thoufand men ; the 
other was raifed in the Empire by George 
Fronfperg, a German nobleman, who having 
ferved in Italy with great reputation, had ac- 
quired fuch influence and popularity^ that nrnU 

* JovJi Vita Pomp, Colon, p. Guic. I. xvii, 407^ 

R.wfccili I^cuere dc Principi, i, p. J04. 
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titudes of his countrymen, fond on cvcry^ occa- ^©"^ ^^* 
fion of engaging in military entcrprizes, and im- ,.^5, 
patient at that junfiture to cfcape from the op- 
preiCon of their fuperiors in religious as well as 
civil matters, crowded to his ftandard ; fo that 
without any other gratuity than the payment 
of a crown to each man, fourteen thoufand 
enlifted in his fervice. To thefe the Archduke 
Ferdinand added two thoufand horfe, levied in 
the Auftrian dominions. But although the 
Emperor had raifed troops, he could not remit 
the fums neceffary for their fupport. His or- 
dinary revenues were exhaufted 5 the credit of 
princes, during the infancy of commerce, was 
not extenfive ; and the Cortes of Caftile, though 
every art had been tried to gain them, and (bme 
innovations had been made in the confticution, 
in order to fecure their concurrence, peremp- 
torily refufed to grant Charles any extraordi* 
nary fupply""; fo tK*t the more hij army \n* 
creafed in number, the more were his generals 
embarraflCed and diftrefled. Bourbon, in par- 
ticular, was involved in fuch difficuldes, that 
he flood in need of all his addrefs and courage 
m order to extricate himfelf, Vaft fums were 
due to the Spanilh troops already in the Mila- 
nefe, when Frondfperg arrived with fixtccn thou- 
fand hungry Germans, deftitute of every thing, 

^ ^ Saodov. V 8i4f 

C c 4 Both 
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Book f V. Both made th^ii- demands with equal fiercene^ ; 

1^26 ^^^ former claiming their arrears, and the lat- 

^r*s fin^r* ^^^^ ^^ P^y which had fc^een prpmifed them on 

cesde/ici. their entering Lombardy. Bourbon was alto- 

gether incapable of giving fatisfa&ion to eidier. 

In this ficuation» he was conftrained to commit 

k6ts of violence extremely fbockin| to bit own 

nature, which was generous and humane. He 

feized the principal citizens of Miiail^ and by 

threats, and even by torture, forced from them 

^ a con fider able fum \ he rifled the churcbes of 

all their plate and ornaments s the inadequate 

fupply which thcfe afforded, be diftriboced 

among the foldicrs, with fo many ioothing ex-t 

preffions of his fympathy and a9e6:ion, that, 

though it fell hr ftiort of the fums due to theoi. 

If appcafed their prefent nwrmyrs \ 

Boorbon Amonq Other tK?)iedicnts for riifing mMcy, 

« iibc'(^^ BoMrbon granted hi\s life and liberty to Moroa^ 
Vbo having been kept in prifon finw bis in- 
trigue with Pcfcara, had beeq condemned to di^ 
by ih^ Spaniih judges empowered to try him, 
for this remiffion he paid twenty thoufand 
duc^s I and fojch were his Angular tal^nts^ and 
;he wonderful afccndant which he always acquired 
over' the mind$ of ti^ofp to whom h^ b^d accefs^ 
that irn ♦ few day^ from, being Baurbon's pri* 
foner, he became his prime confident, with whom 

.1 {^ipamond. Hid, Mediol. Ub« ix. p* 717. 



EMPBROR CHARLES V. 393 

fiecdnluttcd In aM afikirs of importaiure. To B^otilf. 
^13 tnimiaa^ions muft be imputed the fufpicipits ^^""^XT^ 
mhvch Bourbon began co entertain, that the Eio- 
|>cror had nerer intended to grant him the in- 
vefticiue of Milan, but had appointed L^fir^ 
^nd the other Spanilh generals, rather to bfe 
/pi^son his conduft, than to co*operate beattily 
towards the execution of his fchemes. To hitn 
like wife, as he ftill retained at the age of four- 
score all the enterprizing fpirit of youth, may 
■fee attributed the bold and unexpefted meafure 
on which Bourbon foon after ventured*. 

Sxf CH> ind^, were the exigences of the Im- His deiiw* 
f>^ial troops IB the Miltmefe, that it became in- refpe^' To 
difpenftWy neceflary to take fome insmedtafie '*""*^*'* 
ftep for their relief. The arrears of the Ibldiera 
ino^afed daily ; the Emperor made no remit- 
^nces to his geherals ^ and the utmoil rigour 
f^ military extortbn could draw nothing tncuFc 
from a country entii^ely drained and ruined. In 
this fituation there was no choice left, but eitiidr 
-to dtfband tlie army, or co march fo^ fubfiftancb 
intX) the enemy** country^ The territofifcg d£ 
%ht Venetians lay nearcft ia.t hand; but they, 
>»i^ their ufual fbrefight and prudence, had 
taken fuch precautions as fecured them frotft 
any infult. Nothing, therefore, remained but 
(o invade the dominions of the church, or of the 

• Guic.J. xvii. 419. 

4 Florentines; 
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Florentines; and demerit had of late aded fuch 
apart^ as merited the fevereft vengeance franb 
the Emperor. No fooner did his troops return 
to Rome after the infurre&ion of the Colonnas, 
than, without paying any regard to the treaty 
with Moncada, he degraded the Cardinal Co- 
lonna, excommunicated the reft of the family, 
feized their places of ftrength, and wafted their 
lands with all the cruelty which the fmart of a 
recent injury naturally excites. After this, he 
turned his arms againft Naples, and as his ope- 
rations were feconded by the French fleer, he 
made fome progrefs towards the conqueft of 
that kingdom ; the Viceroy being no lefs defti- 
tute than the other Imperial generals of the 
money requifite, for a vigorous defence •, 

i5*7- These proceedings of the Pope juftified, in 

i«^L*the appearance, the meafures which Bourbon's fitq- 
irit«iei/" ation rendered ncccffary ; and he fet about exe- 
cuting them under fuch difadvantages, as furnifh 
the ftrongeft proof both of the defpair to which 
•he was reduced, and of the gre^nefs of his abi- 
lities which were aWe to furmount fo many ob- 
ftacles. Having committed the government of 
Milan to Leyva, whom he was not unwilling 
jawary 30. to leavc behind, he began his march in the dept^ 
of winter, at the head of twenty-fivc thoufand 

■ Jovii Vita Pomp. Colon. Gufc. I xviii. 424. 

men. 
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men, compofed of nations differing from each Book IV. 
other in language and manners; without money, i^^j. 
without magazines, without artillery, without 
carriages 5 in Ihort, without any of thofe thingi 
which are ncceflary to the fmalleft party, and 
which feem eflcntial to the cxiftence and mo- 
tions of a great army. His route lay through 
a country cut by rivers and mountains, in which 
the roads were almoft impraflicable ; as an ad- 
dition to his difEculties, the enemy's army, fu* 
perior to his own in number, was at hand to 
watch all his motions, and to improve every 
advantage. But his troops, impatient of their 
prefent hardfliips, and allured by the hopes of 
immenfe booty, without confidering how ill 
provided they were for a march, followed him , 
with great chearfulnefs. His firft fcheme was 
to have made himlelf mafter of Placentia, 
and to have ftatified his foldiers with the 
plunder of that city ; but the vigilance of 
the confederate generals gendered the defign 
abortive ; nor had he better fuccefs in his pro- 
ject for the reduftion of Bologna, which was 
feafonably fupplied with a3 many troops as fe- 
cured it from the infults of an army which had 
neither artillery nor ammunition. Having failed 
in both thefe attempts to become mafter of fome 
great city, he was under a ncceffity of ad vane-, 
ing, But he had now been two months in the 

field i 
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Book IV. field; his troops had fuffcred every calamitf 
^i€£7* * ^^ * ^^^g march, together with the uncotn* 
. mon rigour of the feafon, could bring upon 

men dellitute of aU neceflary accooimodations 
in an enemy's country ; the magnificent pro* 
mifes to which they trufted, had proved alto* 
gether vain; they faw no profpe<a of relkf; 
their patience, tried to the utmoft, failed at laft, 
Afutiiiy of and they broke out into open mutiny. Some 
hn tioopi. ggj^^yj^ ^jjQ rafhly attempted to reftrain them, 
fell viftinis to their fury ; Bourbon himfelf, not 
daring to appear during the firfl: tranfports of 
their rage, was obliged to fly fecretly from his 
quarters^ But this fuddenebuUitbn of wcath 
began at laft to fubfide ; when Bourbon, who 
pofiefledin a wonderful degree the art of govern- 
ing the minds of foldiers, renewed his promifes 
with more confidence than formerly, and aflured 
thenv that they would be foo# accompliflied. 
He endeavoured to render their hard (hips more 
tolerable, by partaking of them himfelf; he 
fared no better than the meaneft centinel ; he 
marched along with them on foot ; he joined 
them in finging their camp- ballads, in which, 
with high praifes of his valour, they mingled 
many ftrpkcs of military, raillery on his poverty; 
and wherever they came, he allowed them, as a 
forctaftc of what he had promifed, to plunder 

• Guic. 1, xviii* 434. Jovii Vit. Colon, i63* 

the 
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tlic adjacent villages at difcretioiu Encxnu-agcd Book IV* 
by all diefe fooching arts, tfaey eatirely forgot 11-27^ 
theii? fufferings. and complaints, and followed 
him with the fame implicit confidence as for-* 
pierljr ?. ^ ^ 

BouxBov, meaowhiki carefully concealed m^Pope^ 
his intentions. Rome and Florence, not know- 'Zfl^l.^ 
iiig on which the blow would fall, were held '**'***• 
in the moft difquieting ftate of fufpencc. Cla 
cnent, equally Mcitpus for the fa£scy of bocb» 
Budtuat^d in more nhan his ufual uncertainty; 
and while the rapid approach of danger called 
for prompt and decifive. meafures, he fpcnt the 
time in deliberations which came to no iifiie^ 
or in taking refolutions, whiph« next day^ his 
neftlefs mind, more fagacious in difcerning than 
in obviating di£Eiculties, overturned, without 
being able to fix on what.fiiould be fubfticuted 
in their place. At one tidoehe determined to 
ynite himfelf more dofely than ever with his 
^Uies, and to pufli on the war with vigour; at 
another,, he inclined to bring all differences to 
9 final accommodation by treaty with Lannoy^ 
who knowing his pafSon for negociarion, foli^ 
cited him inc^antly with propofals for that 
porpole. His timidity at kngt^ prevailed^ and 

r Oeavres de Brandt, vol. iv. p« 246^ &c. 

led 
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Bckjk IV. fed him to conclude an agreement with Lan- 

^i/ij^ noy, of which the following were the chief 

March 15. Articles : That a fufpenfion of arms fliould take 

treaty with pjacc bctweej) the Pontifical and Imperial troops 

the Viceroy '^ , /i 1 1 j 

of Napief, for cight months ; That Clement fhould ad* 
vance fixty thoufand crowns towards fatisfying 
the demands of the Imperial army ; That the 
Colonnas fhould be abfolved from ccnfure, and 
their former dignities and poflciTions be reftbred 
to them; That the viceroy fhould come to 
Rome, and prevent Bourbon from approaching 
nearer to that city, or to Florence^. On this 
bafty treaty, which deprived him of all hopes 
of aOiftance from his allies, without afibrding 
him. any folid foundation of fecurity, Clement 
relied fo firmly^ that, like a man extricated at 
once out of all difficulties, he was at perfeft 
cafe, and in the fulricfs of his confidence dif- 
bandcd all his troops, except as many as wcfC 
(bfficient to guar<J his own perfon. This ama- 
zing confidence of Clement's, who on every 
other occafion was fearful and fufpicious to 
cxcefs, appeared fo unaccountable to Guicciar- 
flini, who being at that time the pontifical com' 
miffary-general and refident in the confederate 
army, had great opportunities as well as great 
abilities for obferving how chimerical all hi* 
hopes were, that he imputes the Pope's condufti 

' Guic, 1. xviii. 436» 
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at this jundlurcf wholly to. infatuation, which Bdoic iv^ 
thofe who are doomed to ruin cannot avoid'. ' .^^fT^ 

' Lannoy, it would feem, intended to have which 
executed the treaty with great fincerity ; and JlfilS^i, 
having detached Clcmcpt from the confederacy, 
wifhcd to turn Bourbon's arms againft the Vene- 
tians, who, of all the powers at war with the 
Emperor, had exerted the greateft vigour. 
With this view he difpatched a courier to Bour- 
bon, informing him of the fufpenfion of arms, 
which, in the name of their common matter, ha ' 

had concluded with the Pope. Bourbon had 
other fchfemes-, and he had profecutcd them 
now too far to think of retreating* To have 
bcntioned a retreat to his foldiers, would have 
been dangerous 5 his conf)niand was independent 
on Lannoy. : he was fond of mortifying a man 
whom he had many reafons to hate : for thefe 
reafbns, without paying the leaft regard to the 
melTage, he continued to ravage the eccleriaftic^l 
territories, and to advance towards Florence. 
Upon this, all Clement's terror and anxiety 
returning with new force, he had recourfe to 
Lannoy, and intreated and conjured him to put 
a ftop to Bourbon's progrefs. Lannoy accord- 
ingly fet out for his camp, but durft not ap- 
proach it J Bourbon's foldiers having got notice 

» Guic. U xriii. 446, 

of 
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Book IV. of the truce, raged, and chreareoed» deinaiidkig; 
"^ the accoffiplilhment of the pr<Hnifes to which 
they had trufted ; their general himfelf could 
hardly reftratn them ; ev^erf pei^foa in Roine 
^rceived that nothing rettiaijied but to pfepar^ 
ioT refiftitig a iborm ^hich it was now im^ 
poffible to difpel. Clement aloiie^ relyi>ng otf 
ftdne ambiguoos and deceitful pro&I|ion5 which 
iBourbon made of his inclination towards pe^ce, 
ibok back into his former fecarity '« 

Advanofci Biduft^aN^, CMi hi$ part, wa^ f^r from beiny 
KTme* fr^«? ^^^^ folicityde. AM hk attempts on ^f 
place of importance haji MiJierto n#:*ri^4 » 
andFlo;enc«> towards vhhkk I^ hftd jbcfcn ap* 
pf caching for foiBJc.time^ vras^J^ tft»« aariv^ 
9f thcdukeid?lJi'l)«K>*s arwy* put m 4ki^fmfiim& 
ta kt his pewier at defiance. As it mm faecaoie 
0^tSiry to dhange his'joute^.and to take in^ 
ftintfy Bubs new refolmion, he fixed jurahont 
h^tiftiuoin on one no kfs darii^ in idfell; than 
k was impious according to the opinion ^t^diK 
9ge. This. was to aflfault and plunder Rome^ 
Majoy realbnSy however, prompted iiim to k^ 
JHe was fond of thwarting Laanoy, w^ ba4 
undertaken for the fafety of that ckf ; h^ i^a^ 
gined that the Emperor woaid be highly plcafo^ 
xo fee Clement^ the ch^ief a^ithor of tJbe leaf^if 

f Gaic L xviii. 437, &c. Mem. de Bellay^p. loo. 
' againft 
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againft him, humbled; he flattered hirrjfelf, Book IV. 
that by gratifying the rapacity of his foldiers ^TsZ?" 
'rtrith fuch immenfe booty, he would attach 
them for ever to his ihterfeft-'oi- (which is ftill 
more probable than any of thefe) he hoped that 
by means of the power and fame, which he 
would acquire from the 'Ctfifqueft of the firfl: 
city in Chriftendoni, that he might lay the 
foundation of an independent power ; and that 
after Ihaking ofF all connedion with the Em- 
peror, he might take poffcffion of Naples, or 
of fome of the Italian ftates in his own name*. 

Whatever his rpotives were, he executed xhe PopeU 
his refolution with a rapidity equal to the bold- Kfence! 
nefs with which he had formed it. His foldiers, 
now that they had their prey in full view, com- 
plained neither of fatigue, nor famine, nor 
want of .pay. No fooner did~ they begin to 
move from Tufcany towards Rome, than the 
Pope, fenfible at lad: hoW fallacious the hopes 
had been on which he repofed, ftarted from his 
fccurity. But no time now remained, even for 
a bold and' decifive Pont?fF, to have takea 
proper mealures, or to have formed any effec- 
tual plan of defence.' Under Clement's feeble 
conduft, all was con^fternation, diforder, and 
irrefolation. He collected, however; fuch of 
his difbanded foldiers as ftill remained in the 

* Brant, iv. 271, vi. 189. Belcarli Comment, 594. 
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BooiclV. city, he armed the artificers of Rome, and the 
""^""^r^ footmen and train-bearers of the Cardin^s; 
'^'^* he repaired the breaches in the walls; he begun 
to ereft new works; he excommunicated Bour- 
bon and all his troops^ branding the Gern^fl* 
with the name of Lutherans, and the Spaniards 
with that of Moors'. Truftingto thefe inrf- 
fcftual military preparations* or tp bis fpintual 
arms, which were ftill more c^efpifcd by rapa- 
cious foldiers, he feems to have laid afide his 
natural timidity, and contrary tp the advice of. 
all his counfellors, dctermmed to wait the ap- 
proach of an enemy whom he might eafily have 
avoided, by a timely retreat* 

A«Mt of Bourbon, who faw the neceflity <rf diipatch; 

^**°°^- now that his intentions were known, ^vanced 
with fuch fpeed, that he gained feveral marches 
on the duke d'UrbinO's army, and encamped 
in the plains of Ronoie on the evening of the 
fifth of May. From thence he (hewed his ioU 
diers the palaces and churches of that city, into 
which, as the capital of the Chriftian common- 
wealth, the riches of all Europe had flowed 
during many centuries, without having been 
once violated by any hoftile hand i and com* 
. manding them tp refrelb themfelyes >that night, 
as a preparation for the aiTauk ntxt day, pro* 
mifed them, in reward of their coils and valour, 

* Seckcnd. lib* ii, 6^« 
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the poflefllon of all the treafures accumulated ^^^ l^» 
tbcre. 1527* 

Early in the morning, Bonrbon, who had 
determined to diftinguilli that day either by his 
death or the fuccefs of his ericerprize, appeared 
at the head of his troops, clad in complete 
armour, above which he' wore a veft of white 
tiflbe, that he might be more confpicuo'us both 
to his friends and to his enemies ; and as all 
depended on one bold impreflion, he led them 
ihftantly to fcale the walls^ Three diftind bo- 
dies, one of Germans, anothfet of Spaniards, 
and ^he Taft of Itafiart^, 'tKe three different 
nations of whom the army^ was compofed, were 
appointed to this fervice 5 a feparate attack was 
afligned to each; and the whole army advanced 
to fupport them as dccafion ftiould require. A 
thick mift concealed their approach until they 
reached almoft the brink of the ditch which 
lurrounded the fuburbs : having planted their 
ladders in a moment, each brigade ruihed 'on 
to the aifault with an impetuoGty heightened 
by national emulation* .They were received at 
firft with fortitude equal to their own -, the 
Swifs in the Pope's guards, and the veteran fol- 
dierswha had. been, aflfembled, fought with a 
c^ourage becoming men to whom the defence 
of the nobleft city in the world was entrufted. 
Bourbon's troops, notwithftanding all their 
valour, gained no ground, and even began to 
D d 2 give 
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give way -, when their leader, perceiving that 
on this critical moment the fate of the day de- 
pended, threw himfclf from his horfe, prefled 
to the front, fnatched a fcaling ladder from a 
foldier, planted it againft the wall, and began 
to mount it, encouraging his men with his voice 
and hand, to follow him. But at that very 
inftanr, a muflcet bullet from the ramparts 
pierced his groin with a wound,' which he im- 
mediately felt to be mortal ; but he retained fo 
much prefcnce of mind as to defire thofe who 
were near him to cover his body with a cloak, 
that his death might not diOiearten his troops; 
and foon after he cxpirea with a courage worthy 
of a better caufe, and which would have enti- 
tled him to the higheft praife, if he had thus 
fallen in defence of his country, not at the head 
of its enemies*. 

The city This fatal event could not be concealed froir^ 

taicen. 

the army; the foldiers foon miffed their gene- 
ral, whom they were accuftomed to fee in every 
time of danger ; but inftead of being diflieart- 
cned by thtit lofs, it anritaatcd them with new 
valour ; the name of Bourbon refounded along 
the line, accompanied with the cry of Mood 
and revenge. The veterans who defended the 
walls, were foon overpowered by numbers'; 
the uiitrained body of city recruits fled at the 

* Mem. de Bellay, loi. Gufc. 1. xviii. p. 445,^ &c. 
Ocuv. dc Brani, iv. 257, 5fC. 

figHt 
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fight of danger, and the enemy with irrcfiftiblc Book IV. 
violence rufhed into the town. 1527. 

During the combat, Clement was employed 
at the altar of St. Peter's in offering up to 
Heaven unavailing prayers for vidory. No 
fponer was he informed that his troops began to 
give way, than he fled with precipitation; and 
with an infatuation ftill more amazing than any 
thing already mentioned, inllead of making his 
cfcape by the oppofite gate where there was no 
enemy to pppofc it, he ihut himfelf up, together 
with thirteen cardinals, the foreign ambalTadors, 
aj)d many perfons of diftinflion, in the caftlc of 
St. Angclo, which, from his late misfortune, he 
might have known to be an infccure retreat. 
In his way from the Vatican to that fortrefs, 
he faw his troops flying before an enemy who 
. purfued without giving quarter ; he heard the 
cries ^d lamentations of the Roman citizens, 
^nd beheld the beginning of thofe calamities 
which his own. credulity and ill condudt had 
brought upoo I^is fubjed:s^ 

It is impoflible to dcfrribe, or even to ima- piuadticd, 
gine the mifery and horror qf that fcene which 
followed. Whatever a city taken by ftorm can 
dread from military rage unreftramed by difci- 
pline ; whatever excefles the ferocity of the 
G?ripan, the avarice of the Spaniards, or the 

y Jov. Vit. Colon. 1C5. 

P d 3 licen- 
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Book IV. liccntioufnefs of the Italians could commity 
^^7*"^ thefe the wretched inhabitants were obliged to 
iuucr. Churches, palaces, and the houfes of 
private perfons were plundered without dif- 
tinftion. No age, or. charafter, or fex was 
exempt from injury. Cardinals, nobles, pricfts, 
matrons, virgins, were all the prey of foldiers, 
and at the mercy of men deaf to the voice of 
humaniiy. Nor did thefe outrages ceafe, as is 
ufual in towns which are carried by aflaulr, 
when the firft fury of the ftorni was over; the 
Imperialifts kept pofleflion o( Rome fcvcral 
months ; and during all that tinf>^ the tnfolence 
and brutality of the foldiers hardly abated. 
Their booty in ready money alone amounted to 
a million of ducats y what they raifed by ran- 
foms and exaflions far exceeded that fum« 
Rome, though taken feveral different times by 
%hc northern nat^ns, who over-ran the Empire 
in the fifth and fixth centqries, was never 
treated with fo much (:ruelty by the barbarous 
lind heathen Huns, Vandals, or Goths, as now 
hy the bigotted fubjcAs of « calholi^k M<^ 
^arch •. 

TbePope After Bourbon's death, the command of 
Jhc««ic of the Imperial army devolved on Philibert de 

St. Angclo. ' 

* Jov. Vit, Colon. 1 66. Gaic. 1. xriii. 440* Sx. Ooa- 
ment. de capta urbe Romas ap. Scardi»m» ii. 230* Ulloa 
Vita dell. Carlo V. p. 1 10, &c. Gianonnc Hit of Nap. 
B. xxxi. c« 3. p* 507. 

I Chaloa5 
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Chalons prince of Orange, who with difficulty Book IV. 
prevailed on as many of his foldiers to defift 1(21. 
from the pillage as were neceflary to inveft the 
caftle x>f St- Angelo. Clement was immediately 
fenfibje of his error in having retired into that 
ill-provided and untenable fort. But as the 
imperialifts, fcorning difcipline, and intent only 
on plunder, pufhed the iiege with little vigour, 
he did not defpair of holding out, until the duke 
d'Urbino fliould come to his relief. That ge- 
neral advanced at the head of an army com- 
pofed of Venetians, Florentines, and Swifs in 
the pay of France, of fufficient ftrength to 
have delivered Clement from the prefent danger. 
But d'Urbino, preferring the indulgence of his 
hatred againft the family of iSledici to the glory 
of delivering the capita! of Chriftcndom, and 
the head of the chuteh, pronounced the enter- 
prize to ht too hazardous ^ and, from an ex- 
quifite refinement in revenge, having marched 
forward fo far, that his army being feen from 
the ramparts of St. Angelo, flattered the Pope 
with the profpeft of certain relief, he imme- 
diately retired*. Clement, deprived of every 



Surrenders 



refource, and reduced to fuch extremity of fa- *'*";^*='^ * 

' •* pnloner. 



mine as to feed on afles flefh ^^ was obliged to 
capitulate on fuch conditions as the conquerors 
were pleafed to prefcribe. He agreed to pay 
four hundred thoufand ducats to t^he army ; to 

« Guic. 1. XTiii. 450* ^ Jov. Vit. Colon 167. 
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BooxIV. furrendcr to the Emperor all the places of 
"^"^^ ' ftrength belonging to the church ; and, befides 
giving hoftages, to remain a prifoner himfelf 
until the chief articles • were performed. He 
was committed tq the care of Alarcon, who, 
by his fevcre vigilance in guarding Francis, had 
given full proof of his being qualified for that 
office; and thus, by a fingular accident, the 
fame man had the cuftody of the two moft 
illuftrious perfonages who had beeij made pri- 
(bners in Europe during fcveral ages. 

The Em- The account of this extraordinary and un- 
TaXur tt expefted event was no lefs furprifing than agree- 
tore.^""^' able to the Emperor. But in order to conceal 
his joy from his«fqbjedls, who were filled with 
horror at the fuccefs and crimes of their coun- 
trymen, and to lefTen the indignation of the reft 
of Europe, he declared that Rpme had been 
affaultcd without any order from him. He 
wrote to all the princes with whom he was in 
alliance, difclaiming his having had anjr know- 
ledge of Bourbon's intention % He put him- 
felf and court into mourning ; commanded the 
rejoicings which had been ordered , for the birth 
of hisfon Philip to be ftopped ; and employing 
an artifice no lefs hypocritical than grofs, he 
appointed prayers and proceflions throughout 
all Spain for the recovery of the Pope's liberty, 

« Rufcelli Lettere di Prlncipi, ii. 23^3] 

whicl^ 
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which by an order to his generals he could have ^^^^ IV- 
immediately granted him'*. • ^ 274 

The good fortune of the houfe of Auftna Soiymanin-^ 
was no lefs confpicuous in another part of Eu- gj^" 
rope. Solyman having invaded Hungary with 
an army three hundred thoufand ftrong, Lewis 
II. King of that country, and of Bohemia, a 
weak and unexperienced prince, advanced raflily 
to meet him with a body of men which did not 
amount to thirty thoufand. With an impru- 
dence ftill more unpardonable^ he gave the 
command pf thefe troops to Paul Tomorri, a 
Francifcan monk, archbilhop of Golocza. This ' 
awkward general, in the drefs of .his order, girt 
with its cord, marched at the head of the 
troops 5 and hurried on by his own prefump- 
tion, as well as hy the impetuoficy of [nobles 
who defpifed danger, but were impatient of 
long fcrvice, he fought the fatal battle of Mo- Aug. «^. 
hacz, in which the King, the flower pf the *^*^* 
Hungarian nobility, and upwards of twenty 
thoufand men, fell the vidims of his folly and 
ill conduft. Solyman, after his viftory, feized Defeat of 
and kept poiSeflion of feveral towns of greateft gari"s,%i 
ftrength in the fouthern provinces of Hungary, ih^f Kia^ 
and over-running the reft of the country, car- 
ried near two hundred thoufand perfons into 
captivity. As Lewis was the lad male of the 

^ Sleid. 109. Sandov. i. 822t Mauioc. Hifl. Veneta, 
Hbi ill. 220. 
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royal family of Jagelloir, the Archduke Fcrdi* 
nand claimed both his crowns. This claim was 
founded on a double title; the one derived 
from the ancient prttenfions of the houfe of 
Auftria to both kingdoms; the other from the 
right of his wife, the only fifter of the decealed 
Monarch. The feudal inftitutions however fob- 
fided both in Hungary and Bohemia in fuch 
vigour, and the nobles poffcffcd fuch extenfive 
power, that the crowns were ftill cleftivc, and 
Ferdinand's rights, if they had not been power- 
fully fupported, would have met with little 
regard. But his own perfonal merit; the re« 
fpeft due to the brother of the greateft Monarch 
in Chriftendom; the neceflity of chufing a 
prince able to afford his fubjeAs fome additional 
protedlion againft the Turkifti arms, which, as 
they had recently felt their power, they greatly 
dreaded ; together with the intrigues of his 
fifter, who had been married to the late King, 
overcame the prejudices which the Hungarians 
had conceived againft the Archduke as a fo- 
reigner ; and though a confiderable party voted 
for the Vaywode of Tranfilvania, at length 
fccured Ferdinand the throne of that kingdom. 
The ftates of Bohemia imitated the example of 
their neighbour kingdom ; but in order to af- 
certain and fecure their own privileges, they 
obliged Ferdinand, before his coronation, to 
fubfcribe a deed which they term a Reverfe^ 

declaring 
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ckclaring that he held that crown not by any Book IV. 
previous right, but by their gratuitous and ^^^^^ 
volumary elediloii. By fuch a vaft accedion of 
territories^ the hereditcary pofleflion of which 
they fecured io proceiis^ of time to their fuisily, 
the princes of the boufe of Auffr^^. attained that 
prie^eoQidence in power which hsth rendered 
them Co foripidable to the reft of Germany % 

The diflfenlions between the Pope and Em- prog^ft ©f 
pcror proved extremely favourable to the pro- llHt^l?'* 
grefs of Lutheranifm. Charles, exafpcrated by 
Clement's conduft, and fully employed in op» 
pofing the league wjfiich he bad formed againfl: 
them, had fittle inclination and lefs leifure to 
take any meafures for fiipprefling the new opi- 
nions in Germany. In a diet of the Empire j«ne aj. 
held at Spires, the date of religion came to be 
confidered, and all that the Emperor required 
of the princes was, that. they would wait pa- 
tiently, and without encouraging innovations, 
for the meeting of a general council which he 
had demanded of the Pope. They, in return, 
acknowledged the convocation of a council to 
be the proper and regular ftcp towards reform- 
ing abufes in the church ; but contended, that 
a national council held in Germany would be 
more eflfeftual for that purpofe than what he 
had propofed. To his advice, concerning the 
difcouragement of innovations, they paid fo 

* Stephf Brodcrick Procancdarii Hangar. Cladfs ia 
campo Mohacz ap* Scardium, ii. 218. P« Barre Hift. d'Al« 
lenagoef torn, vtii* part i* p. 198. 
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. little regard, that even during the meeting of 
' the diet at Spires, tjie divines who attended the 
Eleftor of Saxony and Landgrave of Hefle- 
Caflel thither, preached publickly, and admi- 
niftered the facraments according to the ritfcs 
of the Reformed Church \ The Emperor's owii 
example emboldened the Germans to treat the 
Papal authority with little reverence. During 
the heat of his refentment againft Clement, he 
had pubjiflied a long reply to an angry brieve 
which the Pope. had intended as an apology for 
his own condudt. In this manifefto, the Em- 
peror, after having enumerated many inftances 
of that Pontiff's ingratitude, dec^t, and ambi- 
tion, all which he painted in the ftrongeft and 
moft aggravated colours, appealed from him t6 
a general council. At the fame time, he wrote 
to the college of Cardinals, complaining of 
Clement's partiality and injufticej and requi- 
ring them, if he refufed or delayed to call a 
council, to manifeft their concern for the peace 
' of the Chriftian Church, fo ftiamefuUy negleded 
by its chief paftor, by fummoning that affembly 
in their own name K This manifefto, little 
inferior in virulence to the inveftives of Luther 
himfeif, was difperfed over Germany with great 
induftry, and being eagerly read by perfons of 
every rank, did much more than counterbalance 
the effeft of all Charles's declarations againft 
the new opinions. 

^ Sleid. 103. ^ Goldaft. Polit. Imper, p. 984. 
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